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JESUS CHRIST, 
During his public life. 
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XIV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The obligation of living among meu whoſe man- 
ners were ſo contrary to his, 


LEN Unger and thirſt after juſtice in 
"fa the ſervants of God, is frequently 
% Sy attended with another very grie- 
. CEP vous pain, which 1 is to live among 
people whoſe conduct is infinitely contrary to 
theirown: notwithſtanding they cannotavoid 
them, becauſe the charity of Jeſus Chriſt 
urges them to make him known, loved, 
and ſerved by all men. They have a live- 
ly ſenſe of. the obligation they lie under 
of labouring for the ſalvation of their 
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- XIV. ſuffering of Chriſt. 
neighbour, and of the ingratitude there 
would be in refuſing God what they owe 
him. Thus in beholding on one fide the 
forgetfulneſs of God wherein men live, and 
on the other their attachment to the world, 
with that great number of ſins which are 
daily committed, they are pierced with 
forrow ; but there never was any like to 
that of our Saviour. This is what obliged 
him to conceal his majeſty, to chuſe a poor 
and common life, to have nothing ſingular 
in his exterior, and to live undiſtinguiſhed 

amongſt men, =” | 
He lived in a poor cottage, which was 
open to every one, that he might give an 
example to all of an innocent, modeſt, and 
regular life; being peaceable and ſubject 
to the law of Gad, without diſcovering 
that greatneſs and divine wiſdom whole 
plenitude he poſſeſſed. He remained in ſi- 
lence, becauſe the time of {peaking and work- 
ing miracles was not yet come. They had lit 
tle conſideration for his perſon, and imall 
eſteem for his ſanctity, becauſe he was re- 
carded as an ordinary man; but he was 
ſenſibly affected with the diſorders, malice, 
quarrels, violences, injuſtices, falſhoods, 
blaſphemies, and licentiouſneſs of the Jeco- 
2% people. He beheld with an extreme 
pain the ambition of the great, the hypo- 
criſy of the prieſts, the vanity of the doc- 
tors of the law, the avarice of the magi- 
ſtrates, the vexation of the innocent, the 
. oppreſſion 


NIV. ſuffering of Chriſt. 3 
_ oppreſſion of the poor, the pride of the 
rich, the contempt of virtue and truth, 
and the general forgetfulneſs of God and 
ſalvation. 

II. It cannot be imagined what the ma- 
jeſty of his divine perſon had to ſuffer, 
amidſt ſo many brutal and clownith men; 
his ſanctity with a vicious and profane na- 
tion; his zeal for his father's glory, in {o 
great a liberty of ſinning: in a word, all 
our Saviour's perfections contributed to 
torment him, and all the diſorders comrnit- 
ted before his eyes, were ſo many wounds 
wherewith they pierced his None: He could 
have ſpared himſelf the fight of them, by 
retiring, like St. 7chn Baptiſt, | into ſolitude; 
but being come to ſave men, that live with 
one another, he contented himſelf with ex- 
periencing a ſolitary life, by a retreat and 
faſt of forty days; expecting that the holy 
ghoſt would inſpire many ſervants of God, 
in ſucceeding ages, with the inſtitution wed 
practice thereof, and choſe for himſelf a 
common life, becauſe he had more occa- 
ſions of ſuffering therein, and was to be 
the maſter and model of all men. 

III. But it ſeems that by this ſociable 
life which he led on earth, he defigned 
particularly to teach us three things. Firſt- 
ly, The manner of treating profitably with 
men. Secondly, The mildnefs wherewith 
we ought. to bear with their faults, Third- 


ly, The fortitude with which we muſt re- 
"A 2 ſiſt 


4 XIV. /ufering of Chriſt. 
fiſt their bad examples, and deſpiſe their 
falſe judgments, | ; 
There are ſome general rules in the holy 
icripture, concerning the firſt of theſe in- 
ſtructions. Chriſt eſtabliſhes one of them 
- when he ſays: /o let your light ſhine before 
A men, that they may ſee your good works, and 
i= glorify your father, who is in heaven. (Mat. v. 
16.) He will have us to live in the ſight 
of all people, with ſo much purity as never 
to tranſgreſs the divine law; contrary to 
the conduct of certain perſons, who ap- 
prove in ſecret the precepts which God has 
given us, but diſpenſe themſelves from 
(| them in public, for fear of diſpleaſing 
worldlings. To thoſe looſe chriſtians it is 
that Chriſt declares: that he will deny them 
before his father, ſince they deny him before 
is men. (Mat. x. 33.) As he is to glority his 
I - faithful ſervants in the ſight of the whole 
it world, at the laſt judgment; he alſo juſtly 
requires them to glorify him on earth. 
| It is not ſufficient to have good inten- 
$ tions; we muſt ſhew them by good works, 
that we may not ſcandalize our neighbour. 
For woe to that man by whom ſcandals come 
it were better for him that a milſtone were put 
about his neck, and he caſt into the ſea. (Luke 
xvii. 1, 2.) Our Lord requires us to give good 
| example,not that we may be the more eſteem- 
cd, but that God may be glorified thereby, 
vithout whom we cannot bear any fruit, 
ro more than the branch, which withers 
when 
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XIV. ſuffering of Chrift. 5 
when it is cut off from the vine, and is no 
longer fit for any thing but to be burnt. 

The apoſtle St. Paul gives us another 


rule, which is to owe no man any thing, but 


that of loving one another; for he that loves 


his neighbour has fulfilled the lat. (Rom. x11. 
8.) By theſe words he teaches us the holy 
freedom, and chriſtian independency, in 
which we ought to live amongſt men, by 
following, not our own humour, but our 
duty. For when we are actuated only by 
fancy, and without any regard to thoſe 
with whom we live, we offend them; we 
are obliged afterwards to make them ſatis- 
faction, and we have the leſs freedom thereby. 

This rule teaches us alio how we ought 
to behave in friendſhip, wherein we muſt 
engage ourſelves in ſuch a manner, as to 
do 1 nothing for our friends, that is contrary, 
to our conſcience; becauſe the complaiſance 
we have for men, ought to be founded on 
the love of God, and on charity towards 
our neighbour. On the love of God, to 
obſerve his law faithfully, without any hu- 
man reſpect, in all occaſions ; ; and on cha- 
rity towards our neighbour, in doing good 
to every one as far as we are able, but al- 

ways by the motive of divine love. 

If we have little power, let us have a 
great deal of good-will ; and let us be more 


intent on ſeeking occaſions of obliging, 


than reaſons for excuſing ourſelves then 
from. We ſhall teſtify thereby that we are 
A 3 the 
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6 XIV. ſuffering of Chriſt. 
the true children of that heavenly father, 


- who is the author of all bleſſings. In fine, 


let us be ſuch towards all men, as we wiſh 
them to be towards us, by doing and procur- 
ing them, by our words and actions, all the 
good and all the advantages that lie in our 
power; with leſs regard to the quality of 
their perſons, than to their neceſſities. 

IV. As to what regards the choice of 


friends, St. Paul (1. Cor. v. 15.) forbids 


us to eat with the wicked, unleſs it be 
to do them good; leſt we ſhould imitate 
or approve of their conduct. But if zeal 
for their ſalvation obliges us to treat with 
them, charity will teach us the time and 


manner of doing it, without prejudice to 
_ ourſelves, or ſcandal to our neighbour. In 


regard of familiarity, we ought not to have 
any if poſſible, but with thoſe who have 
tne fame inclinations for virtue as we; if 
we find none ſuch, it will be good to 
behave civilly, mildly, and affably to all, 


and not to be familiar with any. Thoſe 


whom we conſult for our conduct, ought 


to be ſecret, prudent, and well intentioned, 


capable of entering into our neceſſities, of 


confidering our good and ill as their own, 


of making us follow good advice, and of 

giving authority to their counſels by their 

virtue. | | 

But as in a common life there are many 

occaſions of doing good, ſo there are many 

alſo of offending God : he that FO to 
_ ive 
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XIV. ſuffering of Chriſt. 7 
live among men, ought moſt eſpecially to 
preſerve the purity. of his manners with ex- 
treme care; for then God will not fail giv- 
ing him light and: grace to conduct himſelf 


without danger to himſelf, and with profit 


to others. Let him be upon his guard alſo 
againſt a very common temptation, whicn 
is to perſuade himſelf that the practice of 
virtues, and exerciſes of piety, are incom- 
patible with an active life; and to put oft 
the amendment of his life to a time of re- 
pole and ſolitude, which perhaps he will 
never have. This is an excuſe ſuggeſted 
by corrupt nature, which ſeeks always how 
to ſhake off the yoke of virtue. Itis known 
by experience how dangerous this illuſion 
is, and that he who is not defirous of being 
holy every where, is not fo any where. 

It therefore you would labour one day 
in retirement with ſucceſs to your ſpiritual 
advancement, negle& it not in the embar- 
raſment wherein you are at preſent. God 
deſerves to be ſerved in all the times of our 
life, and there is none but of which we 
muſt. give bim an account. Jeſus Chriſt 
our. model made none of theſe diſtinctions; 
among men he was always attentive to the 
will of his father. His life was ſo pure, 
that he defied his enemies to convit? him of 
fin, (John viii. 46.) and never was any 
thing more admirable than his moderation, 


his meekneſs, his tranquility, his recollec- 


tion, and all the marks of a perfect holineſs, . 
A 4. e 


„ io tak rat” i" 


8 XIV. ſuffering of Chriſt. - 


in the midſt of a reſtleſs people that follow- 


ed him in crowds even into the defart. 
Let the ſervants of God remember there- 
fore, in the commerce they are obliged to 
have with the world, to preſerve, after the 
example of our Saviour, an interior ſpirit, 
attention to God, and fidelity in the prac- 
tice of virtues. For the proper and natu- 
ral effett of the actions of Chriſt, when 


we conſider them with a deſign of imita- 


ting them, is to communicate to ours the 
light, order, efficacy, and ſanctity, with 
which they were filled. 

V. We learn alſo by his example, to 
bear with the faults of thoſe among whom 
we live. For it is of him the prophet //27ah 
tells us: that he ſhall not cry, nor accept per- 
fons, neither ſhall his voice be hecrd abroad--- 


he fhall not be fad nor turbulent. (xlii. 2.) 


He heard and ſaw many diſorders, was 
tenfibly touched therewith, and yet he kept 
filence, becauſe it was not the time to re- 
medy them. 


Tt is a great virtue to know how to bear 
with and be ſilent; without which one can- 


not poſſeſs interior peace, which is chiefly 


neceſſary when we are obliged to converſe 


with perſons whofe manners, conditions, and 
actions are different from ours: for moſt men 
cannot bear to be reproved, either becauſe 


they do not think that what pleaſes them can 


diſpleaſe others, or becauſe the juſteſt and 
moſt moderate contradiction, always offends 
the delicacy of their pride. To 
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XIV. /uffering of Chriſt. 9 
To ſee continually and to take no notice 
of things which diſpleaſe, and which with 
reaſon one diſapproves, is one of the moſt 
grie vous pains of life, particularly for good 
people, when God draws them to him, and 
raiſes them by the communication of his 
ſpirit above human ſentiments, and the 
corrupt views of fleſh and blood. What 
care ſoever the ſervant of God then takes 
to become all things to all men to gain all, 
a life ſo contrary to that of ſinners, often 


excites againſt him murmurings, contempt, - 


and perſecution. But how ſevere ſocver 


that trial may be, let him not change his 


conduct, but be perſuaded that the devil 


raiſes this ſtorm only to ſhake him in his. 


bolieſt reſolutions, and to make him at laſt 
abandon his undertaking. _ WY 
Therefore he ought then to have recourſe 
to Chriſt, to beg of him continually his 


light, that he may not loſe the interior 


ſight of truth; to arm himſelf, with 
conſtancy that he may not quit the work. 
of God; to humble himſelt before him, 
and acknowledge himſelf worthy of the 
contempt of all men; who revenge there- 
by the- injuries he has done to God.. 
Let him give him thanks for the deſire he 


has to ſerve him; and for the other giſts. 
which he has received from his bounty: let. 
him fay to himſelf that he is more. obliged, 
to bear with others, than others are to bear. 
with him; that heaven is to be purchaſed! 
es 
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10 XIV. /ufering of Chriſt. 
by patience; and that if others were to 
bear with his faults, they would take deeper 
root in him. 

Let him hold it for certain, that ſince 
the ſucceſs of his labour, and the conver- 
ſion of ſinners whom he beholds periſhing 
with ſo much ſorrow, does not depend on 
him ; he ought not to be diſturbed thereby, 
but charitably to compaſſionate their mis- 
fortune. Let him, in fine, be comforted 
by theſe words of T/aiah : (xxx. 15.) If you 
return and be quiet, you ſhall be faved : in fi- 
tence and in hope ſhall your ſtrength be, For 
the relief of good people is to be ſilent, 
and to expect the moment of the Lord, 
without that they cannot be ealy ; and as 
they find ftHI in their own conduct many 
_ faults, they ought to be their own judge, 
and not wonder at their not gaining upon 
others what they have not yet obtained over 
themſelves. 

VI. The third thing which our Saviour 
teaches us, is not to regulate our lives by 
the ſentiments or examples of thoſe among 
whom we live; unleſs they ſerve God, and 
ſcek him in the ſimplicity of their hearts. 
St. Paul fays on one hand; (Gal. 1. 10.) 
that if he did yet pleaſe men, he ſhould not be 
the ſervant of Chriſt ; and he affirms on the 
other, (1. Cor. ix. 22.) that he became all 
things to all men, that he might ſave all; 
order to teach us, that we muſt ſo accom- 
modate ourſelves to the weakneſs of men, 
with 


XIV. fu Ning of Crit. - ms 
with a deſign of gaining them to Chriſt, 
as never to depart from that pure virtue 
which Chriſt has taught us. This is a me- 
dium very difficult to be obſerved in the 
commerce of the world, wherein the moſt . 
virtuous are too often drawn away by the 
multitude, relaxing themſelves by degrees 
from their firſt fervour, and becoming at 
laſt like others. For we muſt have a well 
eſtabliſhed virtue, for ſupporting the con- 
tinual oppoſition of parents, friends, and 
thoſe among whom we conſtantly are; for do- 
ing in their ſight the contrary of what they 
do and love; and for being reſolved to diſ- 

leaſe them, in order to pleaſe God alone. 
Such are thoſe vigorous fouls whom God 
commonly fills with the treafures of his 
grace, and concerning whom the royal pro- 
phet cries out; (Pl. xxx. 20.) How great is 
the multitude of thy ſweetneſs, O Lord! which. 
thou haſt hid for them that fear thee : thou 
hoſt perfected it for them that hope in thee, in 
the ſight of the children cf men; that is to 
ſay, tor thoſe whom human judgements 
withdraw not from the truth which thou 
interiorly teacheſt them. Then ſhalt hide 
them in the ſecret of thy countenance from the 
diſturbance of men: thou ſhalt protett them in 
thy tabernacle from the contraditfion of leagues. 
Let a good man therefore deſpiſe the 
diſcourſe of worldlings, when he gives, 
them no juſt ground of murmuring: let 
him be attentive to his duty, ſhutting his 
cars 
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himſelf to reſiſt with conſtancy. the wile 


12 XIV. fuffering of Chriſt. | 
ears to every thing elle, and preparing him- 


and powerful of the world, in what regards 
the perfection of a chriſtian liſe. We are 
incapable of this reſolution, whilſt we con- 
tinue to have human views and pretenſions; 
and he alone can put it. in execution, Who 
ſeeks only the glory of God, and conſiders 
as unworthy of himſelf, all that greatneſs 
and authority which the goſpel rejects. If 
he is accuſed of deluſion and ſingularity, 
let him not wonder 'thereat; but on the 
contrary perſuade himſelf that his accuſers 


are deceived, and that one is not ſingular 


when he has Chriſt, the apoſtles, the mar- 
tyrs, and an infinite number of* other ſaints 
on his ſide. - 

VII. This inſtruction regards alſo the 
religious who live in communities, Tho' 
they all make profeſſion of the ſame kind 
of life, yet we ought to imitate only thoſe. 
who fulfil the obligations of their ſtate. 
Let them therefore diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by their obedience towards their ſuperiors, 
their patiehce in contradictions, their ſweet- 
neſs in regard of every one, by the ſimpli- 
city and humility of their conduct, the de- 
fire of perfection, and the exact obſerva- 
tion of their rules: and if living after this 
manner is being ſingular, I adviſe them to 
be ſo. But to maintain peace, they muſt 
obſerve the following maxims. 

x: 2.:Let 
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1. Let them not ſeek the favour of thoſe 
that govern them, but obey them' with a 
perfect ſubmiſſion. Let them obſerve the 
firſt of theſe maxims, that they 'may not 
give to man a heart already conſecrated to 
God; and the ſecond, that they may ho- 
nour God in the perſon of their ſuperior, 

2, Let them maintain | no. friendſhip 
which may diſtract their en or diſturb 
their heart. 

3. Let them ſeek nothing in religion 
but the peace of the heart and the peu 
of the ſoul. 

4. Let them behave well even towards 
thoſe that have uſed them ill, and know, 
that to regard any one as an enemy in the 
houſe of God, is a ſource of diviſion and 
trouble. | 

Let them tenderly love the moſt can- 
temptible of their brethren, and bear to- 
wards them a holy emulation; for the leſs 
they are in the eyes of men, the more 
power they have with God; and hold in 
religion the ſame rank as Chriſt held on 
earth 

6. Let them not be dazzled by the au- 
thority of thoſe who poſſeſs the firſt places. 
The loweſt employments are no, leſs eſtima- 
ble in religion, than the higheſt; and to 
think ourſelves honoured, becauſe we are 
above others; or deſpiſed, becauſe we are. 
the laſt of all, is a ſentiment altogether un- 
worthy of a religious perſon. 


7. Let 
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7. Let them apply themſelves with free- 
dom -to the practice of pure virtue, in. 
peace and ſilence, even tho' others ſhould 
neglect It. ; 
8. Let them fuppegk themſelves by hope 
in their domeſtic troubles and perſecutions ; 
and be perſuaded that heaven is promiſed 
them at that price. This is an extremely 
ſevere ſort. of croſs, as well. becauſe it is 
continual, as becauſe one is ill uſed by 
one's own brethren, and as thoſe who paſs 
for virtuous, perſecute virtue itſelf under - 
pretence of zeal. 
When calumny impoſes any evil upon 1 
them which they have not done, or gives a 
bad turn to the good they do, by making 
them pals for hypocrites, let them pray for 
their accuſers, and ſuffer this injuſtice in- 
filence and peace, with meekneſs and per- 
ſeverance; let them humble themſelves be- 
fore God, becauſe they have need of ſo 
violent a remedy for the cure of their 
wounds, and becaule it is neceſſary for their 
ſalvation, that the ſervants of God ſhould. 
become their perſecutors. 
10. Let them carefully preſerve the love 
of ſufferings; let them always regard them 
with eſteem and reſpect, judging them 
ſelves even unworthy of having any ſhare 
in the chalice of our Lord; and let them 
often beg of God never to loſe the light 
which diſcovers to them, that the way of 
the croſs is the beſt and ſafeſt for them. 
. Let 
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Let them endeavour to do' good to all, and 
to ſerve them as their maſters and ſuperi- 
ors, without expecting from them either 
favour, praiſe, or recompence : and let 
not the evil that is ſaid of them turn them 
_ 90 the right road. 

If they ſee that regular diſcipline 
3 let them at that time ſeriouſly ap- 
ply to the reformation of themſelves; and 
conſider that they are come into religion 
to ſerve others and to bear with them, and 
not to be ſpared therein. If any wrong 
is done them, let them not complain of 
it, but look upon themſelves as ſlaves. 
whom their maſters may mal-treat when 
they pleaſe. Thoſe who have not theſe 
ſentiments, and on whom ſuch wholſome 
advice makes no impreſſion, ' hide a pro- 
phane and ſecular heart under a religious 


habit. 


C ONTEMPLAT ION 


On Chriſt bearing with the manners of ofa 
amoneſt whom he lived. 


Maſter of eternal truth! O charitable 
ſhepherd of ſtraycd K O divine 
Jeſus repairer of our loſſes ! what then 


mult that love be which binds thee ſo cloſe- 
ly 
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ly to us, that in ſpite of our corruption, 
which thou haſt ſo great an abhorrence of, 
thou canſt not ſeparate thyſelf from us? 
Thou haſt filled heaven with angels, who 
praiſe thee, love thee, adore thee, and ſerve 
thee without interruption; and thou de- 
ſcendeſt from heaven upon earth to live 
the ſpace of thirty years amongſt men who 
have neither reſpect nor love for thee: 
Thou dwelleſt in the midſt of a diſorderly, 
unjuſt, and impious nation, where thou 
beholdeſt nothing but ſin. - | 

Who has obliged thee, O my God! 
thus to change thy manner of acting in 
regard of men? Thou cameſt to find out 


| Adam, after his diſobedience, in the terre- 


ſtrial paradiſe, and haſt drove him out of 
it; thou didſt deſcend at the clamour of 
the ſins of Sodom and Gomorrab, which was 


come unto thee, and haſt deſtroyed thoſe 


infamous cities. When thou didſt march 
thorough the deſarts in the midſt of the 
Hraelites, Moſes had great difficulty to ap- 
peaſe thy wrath, ready to exterminate that 
ungrateful people; and yet almoſt all thoſe 
who had come out of Egypt periſhed at laſt 
in the deſart, and ſaw not the promiſed 
land. But now, O Lord! thou who art 
the fame omnipotent, eternal, and infinite 


God, comeſt to converſe with men; thou 


nearly ſeeſt their ſins, dwelleſt in their 
houſes, walkeſt thorough their ſtreets, hear- 
eſt their blaſphemies, and doſt not puniſh 


them, 
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them. Are their crimes leſs crying than 
thoſe of Sodom? Haſt thou now leſs abhor- 
rence of ſin, than thou hadſt then? or: 
doſt thou love us more than thou lovedſt 
thy ancient people ? 

Ah! how great reaſon had David fo ſay. 
of thee, in conſideration of thy goodneſs 
towards us: (Pſ. Ixxxiv. 2, 3.) Thou haſt 
forgiven the iniquity of thy people: thou haſt 
covered all their fins. Thou haſt mitigated all 
thy wrath: thiu haſt turned away from the 
wrath of thy indtenaticn ;,, and to deliver us 
from thence, thou haſt turned all its ri- 
gour againſt thyfelf. Thou haſt choſen ra- 
ther to draw us by thy preſence, than to 
confound us by thy anger. Thou didſt 
not take any notice of all our diſorders ; 
thou hadſt compaſſion on us in all our 
pains, and boreſt with the importunities, 
humours, and extravagancies of the whole 
world; but thou HHinedſt in darkneſs, O di- 
vine light! and the darkneſs did not compre- 
hend thee. (John i. 5.) Thou waſt the fa- 
ther of all without being loved; the God 
of all without being honoured; the trea- 


3 ſure of all without being eſteemed; the 


happineſs of all without being deſired ; the 
ſhepherd of all without being followed; 
and the ſovereign good of all without be- 
ing ſought after. 

II. Happy would he have been who 
could have approached to thee, converſed 
with thee, ſeen thee, and heard thee, du- 

5 ring 
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ring the whole time of thy mortal life 
But art thou now, O thou life of my ſoul ! 
leſs ſweet, leſs affable, and leſs acceſlible ? 
Thou art ſtill the ſame; thou ſeeſt me; 
and beareſt with me. Thou art ſo near 
me, that thou converſeſt with me in the 
bottom of my heart. Thou winkeſt at my 
faults; and waiteſt till I am attentive to 
thy voice, and careful in loving and ſerv- 
Ing thee. Be not in me, O my God! as a 
light in darkneſs; enlighten my ſoul, and 
pierce it quite thorough with the rays of thy 
ſplendor. If I had preſumed to deſire any 
thing, and had it been permitted me to 
have begged a favour of thy ' majeſty, I 
ſhould have eſteemed myſelf too happy 
that I could have been the laſt in thy houſe, 
and were to abide always at the door, that 
I might kiſs the marks of thy feet, and the 
ground whereon thou didft walk. 

III. The royal prophet well underſtood 
that one ſingle day ſpent in this manner, 
was better than a thouſand lives. But that 
was too little for ſatisfying thy love, O in- 
finite goodneſs*! thou comeſt to ſeek me 
thyſelt, thou entereſt into my houſe, thou 
dwelleſt in my heart, and I find thee therein 
when I pleaſe; thou overlookeſt the evil 
thou ſeeſt there, and in ſpite of all my 
miſeries, thou haſt not yet abandoned me. 
It is ' becauſe thou art willing to heal me, 
provided I would return to thee, love thee, 
and converſe with thee, | 
Turn. 
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Turn therefore towards thee, O God of 
love! all mydefires, affections, and thoughts: 
for what can I deſire, or what canſt thou 
give me better than thyſelf? Thou art the 
moſt precious of all thy goods; one can- 
not deſire any thing beyond thee, and thou 
giveſt me all that thou art. Where am | 
0 my God! when I ſeek any thing but 
thee? What do I when I love not thee? 
Where are all my ſenſes, when I am not 
attentive to thee ? Enlighten me, O eter- 
nal light! ſpeak to me, O divine ſhepherd ? 
may I hear thy voice, may I know it, and 
I never follow any other. 

1 it poſſible that I ſhould be ſo miſera- 
ble, and yet ſo near thee at the ſame time ? 
that I ſhould be ſo remote from thee, and 
thou be in me? Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! my 
miſeries, knoweſt my neceſſities, and feel 
eſt my loſſes. Hearken to the voice of my 
poverty, have pity on the evils I endure z 
and ſince I find thee here in fecrecy and fi- 
lence, caſt upon me the eyes of thy mer- 
cy. Grant that I may not live with thee 
without thinking on thee; but let my whole 
interior embrace thee ; let me hear thee, 
follow thee, and deſire only thee; and let 
me find in thee alone all the enn. and 
repoſe of my life. | 

IV. I confeſs before thee, 0 my God! 
all the evils which thou ſeeſt, that thou 
mayſt heal them in ſuch a manner as thou 


. may I be ſenſible of them, may I 
avoid 
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avoid them, and may thy goodneſs pardon 
me them. Thou haſt juſtly baniſhed me 
from heaven; but thou wouldſt have me 
to deſire it, to ſeek it, to merit it, and to 
make it the firſt of my concerns. Thou 
haſt expreſsly commanded me to do ſo, 
and wilt require a ſtrict account of me 
herein. And as fer me, I make myſelf a 
heaven of this valley of tears, am wholly 
_ with the vanitics I ſee, and forget 
thee. 6 

My ſole application is to pleaſe men with 
whom I live; and I am ſo much afflicted 
with having diſpleaſed them, as if my hap- 
pineſs depended on them. I eſteem their 
praiſes, as if they were the deſerved recom- 
pence of my actions: I am ſorry when 
they are diſcontented with me, and rejoice 
when they are ſatisfied with me. I am 
aſhamed with being like thee, with being 
humble, meek, patient, and with deſpiſing 
the judgments of men. I eſteem what 
they approve, although it be contrary to 
thy law. For ſatisfying them I neglect 
thy ſervice, and depart from the Purity of 
thy doctrine. Pardon me, O divine mer- 
cy | that little reſpect I have had for thee. 
Thou knoweſt how much greater power 
the diſcourſes of men have over me, than 
the conſideration of thy majeſty. I think 
myſelf great when they eſteem me, altho' 
thou deſpiſeſt, me. I am humble when 


they reject me, although I be agreeable to 
| | | thee, 
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thee, Thus I overturn the truth, and 
confound all the perfection and purity of 
virtue, e 

I do with great application every thing 
that appears before their eyes, and if they 
refuſe me their approbation, I am grieved 
thereat. I perſevere in all the exerciſes of 
chriſtian piety, whilſt they ſee me; and 
before thee, O Lord! I am luke-warm, 
languiſhing, and am contented with the 
little I do for thee, without. conſidering 
what I owe thee. What advantage then 
do I find in the commerce of the world, 
O thou God of my foul! but to live among 
mortal, miſerable, and baniſhed men, ſu- 
perficial in their views, uncertain in their 
opinions, blind in the knowledge of the 
truth, deceived in the judgments they pals 
of good and evil, obſtinate in vice, wa- 
vering in virtue, and living in a continual 
diſquiet ? Thoſe who are above others, 
are neither better nor leſs miſerable. Ma- 
lice and miſery are to be found every where: 
what then can I expect from them, O my 
Lord and my God! | 

V. I ſhall be judged according to what 


thou ſeeſt in me, O juſt judge of the liv- 


ing and the dead]! men fee only the exte- 
rior, dive not into the bottom of any thing, 
nor do they know the truth; and yet in 


"deference to their judgments, I loſe myſelf 


and abandon thee. Deliver me from the 
eyes of men, they are eyes of Baſiliſks, "_— 
| | 


22 Contemplation ou XIV. ſuffering. 

kill by their ſecret poiſon every thing they 
look upon. What do I hope for when I 
put my truſt in them? They will not 
do what is not in their power to do; 
and if they can do any thing, they always 
want power in what is moſt neceſſary for 
me. When they uſe me ill, and inſtead 
of knowing how to take the good I do 
them, they complain of me, ill-treat me, 
and perſecute me; I find no conſolation 
but with thee; and thy paternal love is 


my only refuge. Why then, O divine Je- 


ſus! art thou not the firſt object of my 
cares and inquiries? 

The diſorder of mind which thou behold- 
eſt in me on that ſubject is incomprehenii- 
ble. I know the vanity and falſe luſtre of 
thoſe goods which dazzle me; I know they 
can neither render me better nor more hap- 
Py 3 that nothing will remain to me of their 
poſſeſſion but a moſt bitter repentance, and 
a more certain aſſurance, that we can only 
find in thee alone the true repoſe. 

Immortal thanks be given to thee, O 
my God! for having diſpoſed things in 
ſuch a manner, that I cannot be ſatisfied, 


but in poſſeſſing ſolid and eternal goods. 


Turn away my eyes from vanity; deliver, 
me from every thing that deprives me of 
the true goods; fortify me againſt the falſe 


opinions of men; and grant that the delu- 


ſion and enchantment ot trifles may never 
ſepa- 
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ſeparate me from tives O immuteble truth ! 
O ſovereign felicity 

VI. But thou haſt commanded me, O 
Lord! to love thoſe very men whom thou 
forbiddeſt me to follow, that I might follow 
none but thee alone. Thou knoweſt my 
{ſmall light, and how incapable my weak- 
neſs renders me of ſatisfying that obligation. 
Inſtruct me, O divine maſter ! ſince it is 
for our inſtruction that thou art deſcended 
from heaven, and haſt vouchſafed to be 
the companion of our pilgrimage. I am 
willing, O my God! to bear with every 
one, to ſerve every one, to be deſpiſed and 
mal- treated by every one, if thou haſt ſo 
ordained it. I am ready to ſuffer all men 
to riſe up againſt me, if thou permitteſt 
it. Only di fate my heart, that I may love 
them all out of that pure charity which 1 
ought to have for thee; teach me to prefer 
it to every other love, and not even to 
ſuffer any other in my heart. Conduct me, 
O heavenly guide! in all my ways, that I 
may not go aſtray amongſt the viciſſitudes 
and inconſtancy of human things. 

Grant that J may rather chuſe the dif- 
grace than the favour of men, leſt m 
heart ſhould abandon thee to follow them. 
Diſpel the clouds which hide thy light 
from me, that I may not be deceived by 
_ appearances, but eſteem every thing ac- 
cording to its worth. Thou wouldſt have 
me not to ow thoſe that kill the body, and 


c- 


a juſt occaſion of ſcandal and ſin. - Give 


me love and ſerve every one for the love 
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cannot kill the ſoul; but rather fear thee who 
art able to ruin both body and foul in hell (Mat. 
X. 28.). Bat, that I may be able to ac- 
compliſh thy word, eſtabliſh in me the love 
of the true life, and the contempt of this. 
Grant that I may place all my glory in 
loving, pleaſing, and ſerving thee. Reign 
thou in my heart, that perfect charity may 
caſt out 1 rom thence the. He ear of creatures. 
(1. Fo. iv. 18.) 
VII. Teach me, O Lord! how much 
I ought to eſteem thy doctrine and imita- 
tion: for, alas! I loſe very little, in loſing 
credit, honour, and reputation among men, 
if I am ſo happy as to be agreeable to 
thee. All that men can give me is but ex- 
terior and ſuperficial, and reaches not the 
bottom of my ſoul; thou alone comforteſt 
it interiorly, and filleſt it with an ineffable 
ſweetneſs, When ſhall I find myſelf en- 
riched, ſanctified, and filled in this exile 
with the conſolations of the heavenly 
country? Look favourably on me, O m 
God! and I ſhall eſteem myſelf rich in the 
privation of all creatures, and content un- 
der the diſgrace of all men, 
Give me thoſe virtues whereby I may 
pleaſe thee, that I may not be to any one 


. " 2 
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me an extenſion of heart which may make 


of thee, Draw all my hope and deſires to 
thee, ſince they are due only to thee, and 
: 5 are 
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are ill-employed for every thing elſe; but 
for thee. Reſtrain my tongue and for- 
tify my heart, that I may ſuifer in ſilence 
every affliction that ſhall befal me. Let 
me regard the grandees of the world only 
as worms of the earth during their life, and 
as the food of worms after their death, 
that thou mayſt be the only great and paw- 
erful in my ſoul. E 
Undecerve me as to all falſe appearances, 
that I may follow only the pure truth, 
that thou mayſt be my ſole recompence, 
that I may prefer thee always, as I ought, 
to all the wiſe, to all friends, to all rela- 
tions, and to all the ſaints living on earth; 
| and that nothing may hinder me from ac- 
compliſhing what thou inſpireſt me with, 
or make me abandon thy doctrine. Sup- 
port me, O Lord! thou who knoweſt my 
weakneſs, amongſt the contradictions I 
ſhall meet with in thy ſervice, left I ſhould 
yield thereto. Defend me, guide me, in- 
truct me, and enliven me, O my fortitude, 
my way, my truth, and my life! 
VIII.. How eaſy is it for thee, O eternal 
beauty] to draw upon thyſelf the eyes of my 
ſoul. TI plainly know that I live only be- 
cauſe thou protecteſt me againſt my ene- 
mies; and that, if J am not yet loſt, it 
is becauſe thou takeſt care of me, and go- 
verneft me. But if I find this ſupport in 
thee, even when [I forget thee, what ſhall 
[ find in thee, when every thing in me is 
Vor. II. 2D em- 
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employed about thee? Rectify, O Lord! 
my intentions and deſigns, that I may re- 
ſolve to pleaſe only thee alone: for to 
whom" ought I to conſecrate my interior, 
but to thee ? And who- can fatisfy me out 
of thee, O my God and my all? If thou 
who art the divine fire, heateſt not my 
ſoul, how can it love thee ? Become ſo 
preſent to it, O my God! that in ſleeping, 
eating, Or ſpeaking 3 at all times, in every 
place, in action, and reſt, I may behold 
thee, that I may live before thee with the 
fear and reſpect which is due to thy pre- 
ſence, and that I may always adhere to 
what is moſt agreeable to thee, 

Moſes would. not leave the place where 
he was, till thou hadſt promiſed him to go 
before thy people; becauſe he did not 
think himſelf ſafe without thee ; and by 
converſing with thee the ſpace of forty 
days, he knew his-own weakneſs and thy 
power. And as for me, O Lord! how 
ſhall IL walk without thee amidſt the dan- 
gers which ſurround me? If I am hereafter 
in heaven to be loſt in thee, O my God 
and to enjoy therein eternal delights, why 
doſt thou not join to eternity the ſhort time 
that remains of my baniſhment, that I 
may begin at preſent to live to thee and in 
thee. Thou cameſt upon earth, , and 
livedſt amongſt men, only that they might 
have with them their maſter, model, and 
happineſs. _ I conjure thee therefore, O 

| Lord! 
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Lord! by that ſame love with which thou 
draweſt us to thee, that in living among 
men, I may have thee always preſent, and 


that thou mayſt be every Where DY maſter, 
, * guide, and my light. 


O moſt pure mother of God! you who 


5 found, on earth, in the converſation of 


Jeſus, riches infinitely more precious than 


all thoſe of the powerful of the world, and. 


were more agreeable to him than all crea- 
tures; introduce me into, his preſence, 
make me enjoy his converſation, and may 
all others become inſipid to me. And ye 
bleſſed fpirits.! whom the continual viſion 
of that divine ſaviour fills with all forts of 
bleſſings, ye Know that I run to my ruin, 
when. 1 follow him not; obtain me the 
grace of being in this life charmed with his 
beauty, and inflamed with his love; till 1 
poſſeſs him with you in heaven. Amen. 
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XV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His faſting and life in the deſart. 


Men the time was come that Chriſt 

Vas to manifeſt himſelf to the world 
by his doctrine and miracles, the holy ghoſt 
TO St. John Baptiſt out of the defart to 
B 2 preach 


28 XV. ſuffering of Chriſt.” ; 
preach penance to the Jes, and to declare 


to them the Meſſias who had been promiſed 


to them ſo many ages before. But as St 


John had never ſeen him, leſt he ſhould F 


be blamed for bearing teſtimony of him 
whom he was unacquainted with, he gave 
them a mark whereby they might know 
him themſelves, by telling them, that he 
was the Chriſt, upon whom they ſhould ſee | 


the holy ghoſt deſcending as a dove. Thus 


whilit 7chz preached penance, and baptiſed | 
thoſe in Jordan who came to him confeſling | 
their ſins, the ſaviour of the world was | 
there with ſinners, and demanded baptiſm. | 
He had already aſſumed the fleſh of ſinners } 
in his incarnation; ' he had taken the re- 
ſemblance of them and the puniſhment due | 
to them in his circumciſion, and in the pe- 
nitential works which he practiſed all his 
life : but to become alſo like penitent ſin- 
ners, he would be baptiſed with them, and 
fanctify the waters whereby the children of 
Adam were to be purified. John knew him | 
immediately, before the deſcent of the holy 
ghoſt in the form of a dove; which ſhewed | 
that this ſign was not given him for himſelf, | 
but to authoriſe before the people the teſti- ; 
mony he bore of Chriſt. , 
It was eaſy for ſo holy a ſoul; burning 
with love for the divine ſpouſe, to know | 
him at the firſt ſight. Could the light be hid- | 
den from eyes ſo pure and always open ? 
nn he, who, being ſhut up in his mother's 
5 womb, 
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womb, had felt the preſence of his-wet-be- 


loved, fail to know him again when he 
© beheld him with his own - eyes? If lambs 


diſtinguiſn their mothers in the midſt of 


5 the flock tho they be like others; why could 


not St. John diſtinguiſh amongſt a thou- 
ſand, him whoſe 1pirit and love were his 


1 only food! ? *Tis the property, of pure love 


to know God every where, and to perceive 


him under what form ſoever he hides him- 


ſelf. If any one doubts of this truth, let 
him love God, and then complain that he 
cannot know him. 


II. St. John made a difficulty of baptiſ- 


ing our ſaviour; on the contrary he deſired 


to receive baptilm from that divine hand, 
which he knew to be the ſource of all hea- 
venly gifts; and he did not think he oe 
charged the duty of his miniſtry well, 

baptiſing him amongſt finners, whom 8 
was to declare as the ſon of God. But 
when Jeſus had told him, that /o it became 
them to fulfil all juſtice, and to give to the 
world that example of penance z St. John 
obeyed, and baptiſed him (Mat. iii. 15.) 
For the ſaints follow their own lights in 


what regards the ſervice and glory of God, 


only when the divine will is unknown to 


them; but when they know it by any means 
whatſoever, they ſubmit themſelves thereto 
in ſpite of their own views; and think no 


further than how to execute it, without de- 
en to penetrate into the reaſons of his 
0 3 con- 
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conduct and the depth of his judgments. | 
Thus St. John conſented that our Saviour 
ſhould declare himſelf a child of Adam, by re- 
ceiving baptiſm; and contented himſelf, for 
accompliſhing the orders of heaven, to add 
that he whom he baptiſed was the fon of | 
God, leaving to the divine wiſdom the | 
means of confirming that truth, and of 
convincing the world thereof. | 
III. For this end it was, that immedi- 
ately after baptiſm, he ſaw the holy ghoſt | 
deſcend in the form of a dove, and reſt | 
upon Jeſus Chriſt : then he declared to the 
people, that Jeſus was the lamb of God, that 
it was he ho takes away the fins of the world: 
(Jo. i. 29.) and the eternal father confirm- 
ed that teſtimony by a voice coming from 
heaven, making theſe words be heard: 
this 15 my wel-beloved ſon, in whom I am well 


pleaſed (Matt. iii. 17.): giving us to un- 


derſtand thereby, that he no longer had 
the {ame averſion for ſinners as he had had | 
till then, ſince his only ſon was become 


man, and had taken the form of a ſinner. 


St. John Baptiſt gave allo the ſame teſtimony | 
to the truth on other occaſions. Firſtly,” in 
the preſence of Chrift himſelf, who was 
lately come out of the 'deſart. Secondly, | 
when the Phariſees, ſurpriſed with ſo au- 
ſtere a life, afked whether he was the Met- 
ſias, he always conſtantly proteſted that he 
-was not ; that he was to be humbled, and 
the lamb of God exalted ; that he was only 
al the 
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the -yorce of one crying in the deſart, and the 
latchet of whoſe, ſhoe be was not worthy to . | 
(Jo. i. 20. ii. 31. i. 23. 27.) | 

IV. Chriſt being willing to ſupport che 


; teſtimony of his precurſor. by. his doctrine 


and works, prepared hinfelf” thereto by a 
retreat of forty days: and altho' he fol- 
lowed in all things the motion of the. ſpirit 


of God, the ſcripture expreſly ſhews that 


this holy ſpirit led him into the deſart 
(Mat. 1v. 1.): and teaches us thereby that 


our faviour gathered new ſtrength at the 


approach of the combat, and at the ſight 
of the great things he was going to under- 
take. But there is nothing ſaid of his abode 
in the deſart, but only that he faſted, and 
was tempted therein, St. Lake affirms only 
that in thoſe days he eat nothing (iv. 2.) St. 
Mart (i. 13.) ſays, that he was among beaſts, 
and angels miniſtred to him; and they leave 


to our own reflections what he had to ſuffer 


from the rain, ſnow, cold, and dirt in fo ſe- 
vere a ſeaſon; that is, in the Months of Ja- 


nvuary and February; having no houſe to retire 
into, being expoſed to all the inclemencies 
of the weather, lying upon the ground, 

walking amongſt ſtones and thorns, in fine 
| overwhelming his innocent body with a 


thouſand puniſhments which he had not de- 


ſerved, and not permitting creatures to 
bring the leaſt comfort to their creator. 


Thus was our Saviour's faſt, accompa- 


nied with. many other ſufferings, whereby 
BEE 73 | his 
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his body was afflicted, whilft his mind was 
united to God by a continual prayer. For 
he had not the ſame indulgence ſor himſelf 
as he had had for Moſes and Elias; who, 
being ſupported miraculouſly, felt neither 
hunger nor thirft during their retreat of 
forty days. But from the deſire of ſatisfy- 
ing for us, he preſerved his ſtrength only 
as much as was neceſſary for his praying 
and ſuffering: ſo that his hunger and thirſt 
inecreaſing daily, muſt have deprived him of 
life at laſt,” had it not been ſupported by 
the divine power, which reſerved him for 
greater ſufferings. 1 42 
Thus it was that he who wrought ſo ma- 
ny miracles for comforting his ſervants, 
wrought ſome for tormenting himſelf. An 
infinite number of examples make known 
what the force of hunger is, and to what 
extremities of fury and violence it reduces 
men, Chriſt was no leſs ſenſible than they, 
of ſo preſſing a neceſſity, altho' it made 
bim commit nothing of that kind; and 
we may ſay, thzt he has given his life for 
us as many times, as he would have loſt it 
by ſo rigorous a faſt, if the deſire he had 
of enduring more for us, had not made him 
work a miracle for preſerving it. i 
V. We muſt not here forget the circum- 
ſtance St. Mart relates, that our Saviour 
was in the deſert in the midſt of beaſts; 
that we may ſee he humbled himſelf fo 
much for us as even to live amongſt ſer- 
pents, 
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pents, and the moſt ferocious animals. Not 


that he took pleaſure in having them near 


kim, but becauſe he beheld in them the 
brutal life of ſinners, on which he never 
thought without being penetrated with for- 


row. In ſeeing thoſe beaſts come to him 
when he called them, and at his feet forget 
their natural ferocity, he lamented over 
that of men, and particularly of thoſe 


who, after having been ſo often drawn by: 


the charms of his ſweetnefs, and treated 
with ſo much goodneſs; were to perſevere: 
in their obſtinacy, and periſh eternally. 


Beaſts ſurrounded him, angels approach- 


ö ed and ſerved him; man alone, for whom 
he had deſcended from heaven, appeared 


not. Chriſt was concerned thereat, and 
prepared himſelf to ſeek him who came 
not of himſelf to find his deliverer, but on 
the contrary fled from him as an enemy. 

We ought to envy thoſe animals, who 
were become tame in the pretence of their 
creator, and imitate the angels who acknow-- 
ledged their ſovereign in the midſt of ſa- 
vage beaſts, and applied themſelves - to 
ferve him. They are not about Chriſt to 
hinder us from approaching to him; but 
rather to introduce us into his preſence. 
He is acceſſible to all, and always ready to 


receive us, whether we come to him, as 


the beaſts did, by renouncing the ferocity 

of our manners; or as the angels, to ſerve 
him with purity and love. For it was not 
1 B 5 0D. 
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to fly from men that he retired into the de- 
fart, but to come to ſeek them afterwards 
with ſo much the more goodneis, as he had 
2 more lively feeling of their abſence. | 
VI. This conduct of our {aviour. is. a 
wonderful inſtruction to us: he teaches us 
two great truths thereby. F irſtly, of what 
importance the ſalvation of ſouls is; ſince 
he would not labour therein, till he had ap- 
| pate, the juſt wrath of the eternal father. 
a faſt -; forty days, and by long pray- 
ers drawn down the heavenly benedi 
upon his doctrine and labours. Chriſt | 
E have been indifferent to our ſalvation 
duc Kapp ; being holy, great, eternal, 
happy without us. But ſince he had | 
taken our reconciliation upon himſelf, his 
infinite charity forgot nothing for the a9 
compliſhing that work: becauſe all our 
| happineſs _ on the ſalvation of our | 
| fouls, he has commanded nothing but what 
might conduct us thereto, He would have 
our ſalvation to be the rule of our obliga- 
tions, and nothing is agrecable to him that 
can divert us from the ſame. And yet we 
are ſo miſerable, as to live in the forget- 
fulneſs of fo important a duty, or to regard 
it as one of the leaſt affairs of our life: tho' 
Chriſt ſays to us, what doth it avail a man, 
if be gain the while world, and incur the.loſs 
of his own ſoul ? (Mat. xvi. 26.) Altho' he 
relates to us the unhappy. end of, a ric 
worldung, who thinking on nothing 155 
ow 
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BS how to fill his graneries, and forgetting his 
ſalvation, heard this voice from heaven: 
Thou fooliſh man, this night "7 ſoul is required 


of thee; and the things thou haſt provided, whoſe 


all they be? And he adds, Thus it is with 
Bim that heapeth up treaſures to himſelf, and is 


ot rich towards God. (Luke x1. 20, 21.) 
Te are therefore fooliſh, in the judgment 
of the eternal wiſdom, ye kings, grandees of 

the world, doctors, prieſts, religious, prelates, 

and pontiffs: ye are fooliſh, ye ſoldiers, cap- 
tains, magiſtrates, private perſons, poor, 
rich, merchants, and mechanics; ye are 


all fooliſh, if being too much taken up 


with the cares of this life, ye neglect your 
eternal ſalvation, What will it ſerve you to 
be full of earthly treaſures, if ye are empty 
of the heavenly ones? Ye ſhall at laſt loſe 
both the one and the other. Periſhable goods 
ſhall ſoon leave you, and ye ſhall alia be 
W for ever of eternal goods. 

ave we not reaſon to tremble, ſeeing 
an apoſtle confirmed in grace, chaſtiſe his 
body ſeverely, for fear of being a repro- 
bate, after having ſaved others? St. Auguſ- 


tin, after his converſion, durſt no longer 
teach human learning, for fear of taking 
that time from the care of his ſalvation. 


St. John Baptist ſpent twenty-five years in. 
a frightful ſolitude ; St. Bartholomew was 


Head alive; St. Laurence broiled on a grid- 


iron; the apoſtles. and martyrs were torn, 
to Pieces, burnt, and tor mented in A thou- 
: ſand: 


36 XV. ſuffering of Chriſt. | = 
ſand manners; whole legions of ſaints re- 
tired into the deſarts; others built mona- 
ſeries as ſo many priſons, to be ſeparate 
from the world; all, in fine, laboured with 
a continual application, for ſecuring the 
ſalvation of their ſouls. 

But if we conſider ſtill that we walk 
in the midſt of ſnares and dangers of pe- 
riih::g, with a vain confidence; that we 
are lone the time which ought to acquire 
us ete ni'y; that we allow our ſenſes all 
manner of licentiouſneſs; that we think 
on nothing but diverting ourſelves ; that 
we employ in prayer and the care of 
our fouls, only ſcme ſpare moments, 
which the world will not have; and 
that we even make a great account of them; ; 
l they be full of diſtractions, tepidi- 
ty, nd remiflneſs: are not theſe new ſub- 
jects of fear? And if we are inſenſible there- 
of, are we not much to be lamented for 
not being concerned at what made the great- 
eſt faints tremble. 

The remedy of ſo great an evil is to caſt 
our eyes upon Jeſus. Chriſt, and earneſtly 
ENTreat him to have mercy on our fouls, 

ich have coſt his love fo dear. For, as 
it is certain, according to the doctrine of 
St. Aupuſtin (lib. 1. ad Sempl. q. 2.) that he 
who red-emed us without us, will not ſave 
us without us; that no perſon will be ſaved, 
unleſs he is called of God; that none of 
thoſe that are called, will 110 the works of 


falvation, unleſs he be aſſiſted with grace; 
and 
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and that none will deſerye to be aſlilted, a 
unleſs he pray: it is certain alſo, that if 
the wicked are loſt, becauſe God permits 
it, they are never loſt becauſe he wills it; 
that he calls us without our aſking it, be- 
cauſe the vocation depends on him alone; 
that he is ready to ſuccour us before we 
deſire him, that none may be excuſed from 
praying; and that it is always our own. 
fault if we do not pray, and if we neglect 
our ſalvation, Let us learn by the appli- 
cation which our Saviour gave thereto, the 
care we ought to have in it ourſelves, 

VII. The ſecond thing whick Chriſt 
teaches us, is the manner in which we 
ought to practiſe faſting; and other exterior 
7irtues, that they may be an efficacious re- 
medy for the evils of our fouls. For, as 
a holy man ſays, to faſt and ſin, is imita- 
ting the devil, who is always wicked and 
never eats. Our Lord's faſt was accom- 
panied with prayer and ſolitude, Far from 
the noiſe and commerce of men, he was: 
wholly employed with God, The holy ſcrip- 
ture alſo rejects that faſting which is joined 
to ſelf-will, to vicious works, to a diſor- 
derly life, and to inclinations contrary to 
the law of God. And St. Gregory com- 
pares thoſe who faſt without mortifying 
their paſſions, to Simon the Cyrenean, who 
carried the croſs of Chriſt, but did not die 
upon it with him. F aſting alone does not 
root out vice from the ſoul, nor plant 
virtue 
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virtue ee That faſting which is moſt 
agreeable to God, is to. abſtain from what 
18 ; detrimental to the ſoul. 

Not that one does ill in fafting, being 
in fin; for though faſting in that ſtate be 
df no merit towards falvation, itis much 
better to faſt without merit, than not to 
faſt with demerit. And though that faſt- 
ing ſhould ſerve only to facilitate the prac- 
tile of it to us, for the time of grace, it 
would be always moſt profitable to us. 
But I ſay this, that an action ſo profitable 
and ſo much eſteemed by the ſaints, may 
not be done without the fruit which is al- 
ways reaped from thence, when: mortifica- 
tion of heart, and the exerciſe of other 
virtues are joined thereto. 

There are alſo in faſting two extremities 
to be feared; the one, of ſeeking ſo many 
mitigations therein, that it is turned into 
delicacy; which would be as St. Auguſtin 
obſerves (Enar. in Fſ. xliii.) making of 
abſtinence itſelf an occaſion of intempe- 
rance : the other, of weakening nature ſo, 
as to put ourſelves out of a condition of 
diſcharging our duties, and applying our- 
ſelves to prayer. We muſt allo carefully 
avoid a certain deluſion of the devil, where- 
by we affect faſts of ſupererrogation more 
than thaſe which are commanded. For 
that enemy of our ſalvation, inſpiring us 
with fervency towards thoſe auſterities of 
our own. chuſing, endeavours to render us 
incapable 
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incapable of that which the church impoſes 
upon us, and to make us find more reliſh 
in our private devotions, than in what is 
according to God's order. But every vir- 
tue, wherein there is more ſelt-will, than 
obedience, ought to be ſuſpected; and 
Chriſt, Who ſacrificed himſelf upon the 
croſs out of obedience, loves obedience 
better than ſacrifice. 
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CONTEMPLATION 
On CRF in his fafting and tife in the deſert. 


HAT thanks ſhall I give thee for 
all the bleſſings which thou haſt 
beſtowed upon me, and ſtill beſtoweſt up- 
on me every moment of my life, O the 
glory of angels! O the faithful companion of 
poor ſinners | O divine Jeſus, my Lord and 
my. God! May all creatures praife thee- . 
with me; and becauſe thou art above all 
praiſe, may thy works, thy perfections, 
and thy greatneſs praiſe thee ; ſince they 
are the meaſure of thoſe bleſſings which 
thou heapeſt upon me, and ſince thou haſt 
ſo little regard to my meannefs. For what 
would become of me, if thou didſt not 
take care of me, and if I were Tres 
of the favours I continually receive from 
thy goodneſs ? Teach me to re 
them 
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them as much as I ought; and to love thee 
as much as I can: and though I am inca- 
pable of loving thee equally to thy deſerts, 
let there at leaſt be nothing in me but what 
loves the. 

Thou knoweſt; O Lord! that though 
thou ſhouldſt center in me the love of all 
the juſt, who are in heaven and on earth, 
and that I ſhould love thee with all their 
love, it would be a ſmall matter in compa- 
riſon to that which thou haſt for me. 'T hou 
haſt loved me from all eternity; before I 
was born, I was prefent-to:thy divine wiſ- 
dom, and thy infinite mercy had already 
cauſed thee to take upon thyſelf my ſins, 
my miſeries, and my ſalvation. Thou 
kneweſt that thou hadſt no need of me; 
but that eternal love wherewith thou lovedſt. 
me, obliges thee to have mercy on me, 
and to omit nothing that depended on thee, 
for hindering me from being condemned 
by thy juſtice. | 

II. I adore that infinite love; I adore. 
that paternal heart wherein I was written; 
I adore that amiable care which thou hadſt 
of my ſalvation. Ah, Lord! let not thy 
poor creature periſh, neither let it be ſaid, 
that thou haſt laboured unproſitably for it. 
*Tis for my love that thou goeſt into the 
deſart, remaineſt there amongſt beaſts, and 
receiveſt the ſervice of angels therein. It is 
for me that thou faſteſt forty days, ſuffereſt' 
hunger and faintings, and art expoſed to 
the 
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the ſun, wind, and rain therein. It is for 
my ſalvation that thou ſheddeft ſo many 
tears before thy eternal father, appeaſeſt 
his wrath, and ſatisfieſt his ju ice. Thou 
beſeecheſt him to open the ear of my heart, 
that I may hear, and relith thy doctrine; 
to enlighten me with the truths of thy 
faith, to pardon me my ſins, and to receive 
me into his favour. I neither have nor hope 
for any good, O divine Jeſus! but what 
I ͤam indebted for to thoſe tears, thoſe 
prayers, to that penance, that faſting, and 


that love which thou hadſt for me, before 


J was, before I knew thee, before I loved 
thee, * and before I could pray to the. 
How admirable are thy cares, thy ten- 
derneſs, and thy earneſtneſs, O mercifut 
father! for a ſon ſo ungrateful and ſo un- 
worthy of thy love! Theu art more ſenſi- 
ble of my evils, and loveſt me more ten- 
derly, than if thou hadit borne me in thy 
bowels: but what do I ſay? haſt thou not 
borne me in thy heart? haſt thou not ſought 
me, called me, and excited me by the care 
and attractives of that eternal love? that 
ſeeing myſelf prevented and encompaſſed 
with the bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs, I might 
acknowledge that amorous and paternal 
heart which is the fountain thereof. | 
Burn therefore, O my heart! tho* cold as 
thou art, with the love of that ſo amiable 
and ſo ſweet a- Saviour: be thou dilated, 
O-ftrait and narrow heart; for he e 
Ires 
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ſires thee, ſeeks thee, and has done ſo 
much for thee, cannot deſpiſe thee. I have 


not words, O divine Jeſus! to expreſs 
what I feel; but I caſt myſelf into that 


eternal fire Where with thou art conſumed : 
there it is thy love has given me being, 


with all the bleſſings I poſſeſs and hope for; 


I return thither to offer myſelf to thee: 


burn me, O Lord! inflame me with that 
very fire, and refuſe me not the fruits of 

ſo many tears which thou ſheddeſt, and of | 
fo many labours which thou endureſt for | 


me. I love thee with my whole heart, O 
my Jeſus! If thou ſeeſt that my love is 
neither 1o pure nor ſo extenfive as I ſay, 


methinks I would that it were ſo; and it 


thou alfo findeſt that I have not the deſire, 
I deſire to have it; and though I ſhould 
be deceived as to my own fentiments, I 
eannot be deceived in thine: for I am 
ture, that how miſerable foever I am, 


thou art ready to receive me. 


IH. Thou knoweſt, O Lord ! what he 


is for whom thou laboureſt; thou ſeeſt in 
me what afflicts thee, but thou findeſt in 


thyſelf what is proper for me. Perform 
in the ſoul of thy ſervant what thou know- 


eſt, what thou canſt, and what thou wilt. | 


Grant, O divine light! that I may ſee 
myſelf in thee; grant that I may know, 


Rate, and fly myſelf; and that I may feek 
thee, O my God! who canft alone deliver 
me from all my 'evils, and heal all my 


wounds. 


puniſn me for them. Fg 
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wounds. Is it poſſible that thou ſhouldſt 


undertake, 'with ſo many cares and ſuffer- 
ings, the affair of my ſalvation; and that 


I ſhould rather chuſe to ruin myſelf than 


to treat with thee about it? Thou haft 
laboured therein all thy life, from the mo- 
ment of thy conception to that of thy 
death; and as for me, unhappy and blind 
that I am, I will not ſo much as look upon 
the dangers which ſurround me on every 
ſide; and I have as little thought on thee 
and myſelf, as if my cternal ſalvation was 
not concerned therein. The time thou 
haſt given me tor ſerving thee and merit- 


ing thy kingdom is flipping from me every 


moment, and IJ employ it in offending 
thee; I even ſeek for amuſements, to keep 
off the thoughts of thoſe bleſſings I am 
-loſing. | * | 
Childhood, youth, and all the reſt of 
my life flips away in fuch a manner, that 
I cannot ſay with truth, that I have ſpent 


one ſingle day of it without fault, and in a 


perfect application tomy duty: My thoughts 


are diſtracted, my defires unruly, my me- 
mory full of vain fancies, my underſtand- 


ing wholly taken up with earthly things, 
and my will plunged in mean and ſhame- 
tu] affections; my very prayers, faſtings, 


and other actions whereby I might pleaſe 
thee, are ſo full of tepidity, felt-love, faults, 


and imperfections, that thou mayſt juſtly 
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In the ordinary occupations of life, I 


am fickle, fretful, uneaſy, and always agi- 
tated with ſome paſſion of ſadneſs or joy, 


of fear or hope. Thus this miſerable heart 


being perpetually rent by contrary motions, 
and diſſipated by a thouſand different ob- 
jects, when I reſolve to treat with thee, I 


find myſelf ſo eſtranged from thee, that I can 
ſcarcely believe I am the work of thy hands. 
I am as mere a novice in ſpiritual things, 
as obdurate againſt the impreſſions of thy 
fpirit, as little acquainted with the prac- 
tice of pure virtues, and as inſenſible of 
every thing that can unite me to thee, as 
if I had not been born to love and poſſeſs 


thee eternally, I beg heaven of thee, as it 


it were my due; I live with as much aſ- 
furance as if I had deſerved it, and I am 
ſo well fatisfied with myſelf in the little 
good, or even in the ſole appearance of the 
good I do with tepidity and remiſſneſs, as 
if I thought I could not loſe the kingdom 
of heaven. Hence it is that what ought 
to be my chief occupation, is the leaſt of 


my care. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! to what 
dangers this vain confidence expoſes me, 


and I will not ſee it; and the love thou 


beareſt me cauſes thee all the pain which 


I ought to have myſelt. | 
IV. O Fountain of "mercy! O divine 


ſhepherd !'O fon of the living God! who 


art deſcended from heaven to find the loft 


ſheep, and comeſt to ſeek them thyſelf, 


becaule 
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becauſe thou knoweſt they can loſe them- 


ſelves without thee, but cannot return into 


the fold, ualeſs thou: bringeſt them back 


co it. I am loſt as a ſtrayed ſheep; I have 


forſaken thy ſo ſweet. and rich paſtures, to 
run after withered and poiſoned graſs. -I 


| | have ſeparated myſelf from thy flock, by 


ſhunning obedience ; and have followed the 
wolves which Senor me. I have left the 


way in which thou leddeſt me, and have 


thrown myſelf into by-paths which lead 
only to precipices. I acknowledge my 
wanderings, O char itable ſhepherd | ſeek 
thy ſheep, call back thy ſervant, and al- 
low me to be with thee, as them alloweſt 
the beaſls, amongſt Which thou liveſt in 
the deſart; I am more ferocious and un- 
tractable than they; tame me by that infi- 


nite ſweetneſs, and ſubject me forever to 


the obedicnce I owe thee. 

Imprint in my heart an earneſt deſire of 
my ſalvation, ſince it is not thy. will I 
ſhould periſh. Grant I may always fee, 
by a ray, of thy light, the importance of 
ſaving my ſoul, ſince it is the firſt thing 
thau commandeſt me to ſcek tor, May I 
at leaſt join my labours to thine, that thou 
mayſt aſſiſt by. thy power the weaknels 


thou ſeeſt in me. 


Thou haſt ſaid, O Lord! that 15 one 
cam come unto thee, unleſs the father draws 
him (John vi. 44.). Thou knoweſt the 


laints have no need of being drawn, but 
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by thy careſſes, wilt thou not alſo allow 


Thou knoweſt, O Lord! what that wil- 


know it not fully; but methinks, if I were 
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the ſinners, that they. may become ſaints : 
that the good and gentle need not be gain- 
ed by compulſion, but the obſtinate and 
ferocious. Since thou. permitteſt beaſts to 
approach to thee, and even draweſt them 


me to remain at thy feet? They only love 
thee when they ſee thee, and will reſume 
their former ferocity when they are no lon- 
ger with thee. But if thou ſhalt graciouſ- 
ly draw me to thee, O my God! thou 
wilt change me intirely ; thou wilt make 
of a wolf a lamb, of a lion a ſheep, and 
of .a rebellious. ſlave an obedient ſervant, 
who will never forſake thee more. 
V. By a prophet, thou haſt promiſed 
thoſe ſouls that are at a diſtance from thee, 
that thou wilt lead them into the wilderneſs, 
and wilt ſpeak to their hearts (Oſea xi. 14.). 


derneſs is where one hears thee ſpeak, far 
from the noiſe and hurry of the world ; I 


in any place, where I ſhould hear nothing 
but thy voice, and where thou ſhouldſt 
ſpeak to me in the bottom of my heart, I 
ſhould be full of thee, and thou wouldſt 
be content with me. O ſolitude, wherein 
all bleſſings are to be found, ſhall I never 
find thee? Ah, Lord! lead me into that 
place, and there ſpeak to my heart; ſpeak, 
Lord, and thy ſervant ſhall. hear. Let all 
other voices be ſilent for me: for ſweet is 

thy 


Contemplation on XV. ſuffering. 45 
thy voice, and charming 'are thy words. 
In a moment thou wilt purify me; thou 
wilt inflame me with thy love, and wilt 
turn into bitterneſs every thing that can 
{ ſeparate me from thee. Let all creatures 
be mute then, ſpeak. thou alone to me, O 
my Maſter, my Lord, my conſolation, 
| and my love! e Ee 


O mother of God! O moſt pure ſheep, 
from whence came forth the lamb without 
| ſpot, you never went aſtray, you always 

followed the Lord in ſpirit, and you alone 
received more bleſſings from him than all 
creatures together; impart ſome ſhare there- 
of to this miſerable ſinner, obtain me the 
grace of being a true ſervant of God, and 
that no creature may divide my heart with 
him. And ye bleſſed ſpirits, conduct me 
into thoſe eternal ſolitudes, Where one is 
filled with delights, and removed for ever 
from the dangerous tumult of this life; 
and ſince J was created to remain with 

you in that happy abode, prevail that I 

may deſire, with an inſatiable ardour, the 

happineſs which you enjoy; that I may: 

ſeek it without intermiſſion, and that I 

may fo paſs thorough temporal evils, as to 

poſſeſs with you eternal bleſſings. Amen. 
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XVI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His temptation in the deſart. 


HRIST having ſpent forty days ' 


without eating, his ſacred humanity 
was become 10 weak, that the devil thought 
it Was a very proper occaſion for tempting 
him, without diſcovering himſelf. For 
his common artifice is to obſerve every fa- 


vourable moment for ſeducing men, either 


by ſome appearance of good, or by a pre- 
tence of neceſſity, or in fine by the hope of 
avoiding ſome greater evil, if there be any 
manifeſt ſin in what he ſuggeſts. But he 


neither ſtands in need of wile nor force in 


regard of thoſe whom vice has ſubjected to 
him ; they make no reſiſtance, grant him 


whatever he defires, and are leſs afraid of 


committing ſin than of being healed there- 
of. When God calls them to penance, and 
when they reſolve to follow his inſpiration, 
then it is they begin to feel the weight of 
ſin, the importunity of temptation, and 
the force of the enemy, who quits not 
without great difficulty a place wherein he 
has ruled ſo long. Thus properly ſpeak- 
ing, none are tempted but thoſe that reſiſt ; 
and it is alſo particularly for their inſtruc- 
tion that our ſaviour vouchſafed to be 
tempted with ſo much artifice, after a re- 
treat 
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treat of forty days, ſpent in the contempla- 


tion of heavenly things, and in an intimate 
union with God his father. | 

II. It is very aſtoniſhing that our Lord 
ſhould ſuffer ſo odious a creature to ap- 
proach him, and even to preſume to tempt 


: him; but becauſe he had offered himſelf 
for our ſalvation to all the evils that could 
be endured without ſin, he would not have 


temptation, which is the ſevereſt and moſt 


dangerous puniſhment of his ſervants, to 


be excepted from thence, nor give us an 
occaſion of complaining that having be- 
come the companion of all our labours, he 
had abandoned us in this. It was for that 
reaſon he not only concealed his divinity, 
but alſo the glory of his bleſſed ſoul from 


that angel of darkneſs, who would never 


have attacked him, had he known him; 
becauſe he knew that the bleſſed are no 


longer capable of being ſeduced. He was 


very ſenſible that he had an unlimited 


power to tempt Chriſt exteriorly, and that 
that power was not given him without re- 


card of other men, even the 


ſtriction in reg 


moſt holy; he obſerved alſo in the {on of 


God ſo great a purity of heart, that he 
knew not on what ſide to attack him; but 
he was ſo blinded by his pride, that he 
could not comprehend that a God made 
man ſhould humble himſelf ſo far as to 


ſuffer himſelf to be tempted; and he ima- 
I gined that what appeared extraordinary in 


ah 5 Chriſt 


—— 


Vol. II. 


— <agdyo A, r _ 
w CE DO IEEE N COSTA 
CI EL CES Ig ne ang an — 


— way 2 * 
ITN Tone 


. — — — — — _ 
— 
———ů ů — —ʒ»¶A—ũ.NNU— 
2 —ů —— 


— 
Inte” 


* 


well-beloved fon; he repreſented to him 


parents in the terreſtrial paradiſe, and ſay 


which hid brought ſo many miſeries upon 
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Chriſt were acquired or infuſed graces, 
and not natural perfections. However he | 
ſuſpected ſomething divine in him, and i 


that was what gave him ſo great an incli- | 
nation of knowing the truth thereof. 


He preſented himſelf to him therefore i | 
ander the figure of an inhabitant of thoſe 
deſarts; he made uſe of the hunger and 


End in which he beheld ki. in or- 


der to accoſt him and to compaſſionate his | 
ſuffering ; he, undoubtedly, called to his 
remembrance the favour he had lately re- 
ceived on the banks of Jordan, when God g 
by a he avenly voice had called him his 


that he who had made water iflue from the 


rock to quench the thirſt of his people, 


would eaſily change, if he were deſired, ; 
the ſtones into bread to aſſuage the hunger : 


| 
| 
of his ſon; in fine the tempter omitted no- 
| 


thing for concealing what he was, for 
counterfeiting the charitable man, and for 


giving authority thereby to his counſels. 


III. The ſaints explain in different man. [ 


ners the temptations of our ſaviour in the 
deſart. 
Some compare them to thoſe of our ful 


SY at 


that our ſaviour was firſt tempted with 
gluttony, in order to expiate that of Adam, 
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us; then with vain-glory, for repairing the 
deſire which Eve had conceived of becom. 
ing 
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ing like God; and laſtly with idolatry and 
avarice, for remedying thoſe two great 
| evils which had corrupted the whole world. 


Others affirm, that the manner in which 


| Chriſt was tempted, ſhews the deplorable 
= ſtate of thoſe who ſuffer themſelves to be 


overcome by the devil; for in the firſt 


7 temptation is diſcovered the blindneſs of 
carnal men, given up to good cheer, and 


i; | thoſe groſs pleaſures, which cannot ſatisfy 
ia ſoul created for heavenly bleſſings, no 
more than ſtones can be the food of our 


bodies. 


We ſee by the ſecond temptation, that 
pride elevates the proud to the height of 


{ worldly grandeur, only to precipitate them 
{ afterwards into an abyſs of confuſion : and 


the third teaches us, that the diſorderly 
love of riches is, according to the exprel- 
ſion of the apoftle, (Epheſ. v. 5.) true ido- 
latry; ſince the covetous man conſiders 
them as the divinity which he adores. 
Some add, that the words which our ſa- 
viour made uſe of for reſiſting the devil, 
are moſt powerful arms againſt all forts of 
temptations, and molt certain means for 
bringing back ftrayed ſouls into the way of 
falvation, But becauſe this matter is of 
great extent, we will content ourſelves with 


obſerving here with ſeveral ſpiritual writers, 


that the devil, always attentive to do us 
burt, carefully obſerves our inclinations, 
C 2 that 
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that he may deceive us by the appearance 
of virtue, if they are good ; and that he 
may openly ſecond them, it they are bad, 
he hides his deſigns and ſnares ; and when 
he finds all the avenues ſhut on that fide, he 
intrudes himſelf among the gifts of God, 


that he may enter into the ſoul without 


being perceived; he examines whether it 


deſires theſe gifts with uneaſineſs, whether 


it reliſhes them with eagerneſs, whether it 


receives them with ingratitude, and as its 
own right, and whether it commits any im- 
perfection therein, whereby he might ſpread 
his venom. Thus it is that finding no en- 
trance into the ſoul of Chriſt, becauſe of 
the admirable purity of his virtues, he made 
uſe of thoſe very virtues to tempt-him. 

IV. It is the property of perfect virtue, 
eſpecially of charity and the pure love of 
God, to inſpire us with an entire confidence 
in him, to ſuffer nothing in us that can 
poſſeſs or divide the heart, and to make us 
reſign all the events of life to the divine 


providence. Such was the interior diſpoſi- | 


tion of St. Paul the hermit, whom God 
miraculouſly fed in the deſart for the ſpace 
of ninety years. Such was that of many 
other ſaints of whom he took care; for 
God is faithful, and lets not thoſe want any 

thing who entirely put their truſt in him. 
But this entire reſignation is a degree of 
ſuch ſublime virtue, by its reſemblance to 
the life which the bleſſed lead in heaven, 
3 that 
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that tho? we ought all to deſire it, yet it 
is certain that it is given only to a ſmall 


: number of choſen ſouls, whom God calls 
& thereto. by a particular attractive. For 
when he has once introduced the ſoul into 


that happy region of peace, he takes its 


# conduct upon himſelf, removes all error 
and deluſion from it, and deprives it of 
all uneaſineſs about temporal things; ſo 
that being wholly employed with God a- 
lone, it does not fo much as think whe- 
ther he takes care of it, or whether he 
forgets it. But thoſe who enter of them- 


ſelves into that ſtate of perfection, and 


erect ſo great an edifice upon weak foun- 
| dations,. are expoſed to dangerous falls; 


becauſe they have not received the gift of 
God; and abandoning the neceſſary occu- 
ations of their ſtate, inſtead of finding 
peace, they fall into trouble and.the ſnares 
of the devil. Np 

' Wherefore that ſpirit of darkneſs ſeeing 
that Chriſt lived ſo long without any food, 
that he received no help from any perſon, 


that no angel came to bring him bread as 


there did to- Elias, that he was not raiſed 
into glory as Moſes was during his faſt up- 
on mount Sanai, he judged that he was a 
great ſaint, and that he muſt not attack 
him as he did ordinary men. He bethought 
himſelf therefore at firſt whether he might not 
engage Chriſt to carry his confidence in God 
too far, and thereby make him fall into 

. „ 
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preſumption, by endeavouring to perſuade 
him that after ſo long a faſt, he well de- 
ſerved to be fed by a miracle. This was 


a very cunning and dangerous temptation | 


in that conjuncture: for it ſeems it would 
be better to expect with confidence that 
God ſhould work a miracle for ſupplying 
ſo preſſing a neceſſity, than to diſtract 
one's ſelf about going to ſeek for human 
aſſiſtance: and yet it is certain that we muſt 
have recourſe, in acknowledgment of our 
own unworthineſs, to lawful] and ordinary 
means; and that it is overturning the order 
of charity, to ſeek the nouriſhment of the 
body, by the merit of our confidence in 
God. 
Ihe devil by ſaying to Chriſt, (Mat. iv. 
3.) command that theſe ſtones be made bread, 
intended to ſee whether he would command 
in the manner of God, who ſaid, and they 
were made, who commanded, and they were 
created (Pf. cxlviii. 5.) or whether, being 
but a mere man, he would obtain a miracle 
by way of prayer; or whether infine he 
would ſhew, in ſo great an extremity, that 
perfect confidence which proceeds from the 
pure love of God, But our ſaviour ren- 
dered that artifice unprofitable, and broke 
all the devil's meaſures by this ſingle an- 
ſwer: man lives not by bread only, but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
Ged. (Mat. iv. 4.) he 28 
+> | This 
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This was what Moſes ſaid to the Jfrag/ires 


= .--: 7. 3h ; | BY | ; PL $$ FP „ Þ» 
for ſetting before their eyes, that their chiet 
care ought to be to fear God and obſerve 
his law. He repreſented to them that for 


© forty years they had been fed with heavenly 
Z bread in the midſt of the deſart, where they 


could find no food; and that one never wants 
what is neceſſary, when one is faithful to God, 
who can, when he pleates, preſerve men's 
lives, without the help of ordinary aliment. 
Chriſt anſwered the devil in the ſame ſenſe, 
that he had no need of that miracle, ſince 
God had already ſuppoited him ſo long 


without bread. From whence we muſt 


conclude, that it is unworthy of a heart 


capable of poſſeſſing Gcd and his eternal 
bleſſings, to depend more on corporal 
things than on the divine providence, ho 


governs and nouriſhes all creatures. 


V. The two other temptations tended al- 
Jo to overthrow the foundations of perfect 
charity : for the devil believing our ſaviour 


was but a mere man, carried him up to the 
pinnacle of the temple, preter d-d that he 


was edified with ſo great a confidence in 


God, exnorted him to perſevere therein, 


telling him that the ſervants and children 
of God had nothing to ſear, and that no 
cvil could befal him; ſince it is written: 


He has given. his angels charge of thee, that 
they keep thee in all thy ways, In their hands 


they fhall bear thes; lit perhaps thou daſh thy 
foot againſs à ftone (Pi. xc. 11, 12.); and 
8 4 that 
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that therefore he might caſt himſelf from ; 


the top of the temple, and he ſhould be 
ſupported in his fall, as he had been in 


coming up. It is not credible that the de- 


vil had aſſumed any ſtrange body, or that 
he tranſported Chriſt by "touching him ; 


but carried him up by an inviſible” virtue, 


and by a natural power which ſpirits have 
over bodies. Now the particular deſign of 
that temptation was to inſpire our favour 
with the eſteem of himſelf, and with a 
confidence in his own virtue, in an oCcca- 
fion wholly raſh, from whence no glory 
could accrue to God, and in which on the 
contrary his power was tempted. 

The devil had learned by his own chaſtiſe- 
ment, that nothing diſpleaſes God more 
then ſelf eſteem; he was provoked to find 
ſo much refiftaiſch; and could ſcare diſ- 
ſemble any longer : as it always happens 
to him, when he is repulſed courageouſly, 
and his artifices are diſcovered. But tho” 
he had ſuppreſſed, for fear of being known, 
the following words of the ſame Pſalm, up- 
on the aſp and the baſiliſk thou ſhalt walk: 
and thou ſhalt tread upon the lion, and the 
| dragon; yet he was no better concealed 
Ry - for Chrift confounded him by 
ſaying ; thou ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God; 


and ſhewed us at the ſame time, how far 
that perfect confidence inſpired by pure love 


ought to extend: for when pure love is 
once well eſtabliſned in the heart, man re- 
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ſigns himſelf entirely to the conduct of the 
divine ſpirit ; but with fo much diffidence 
and contempt of himſelf, that all the glory 
thereof redounds to God. He obeys hum- 
bly, without preſumption or raſnneſs, and 
accommodates himſelf to all the viciſſitudes 
Z which providence ordains, without diſſipa- 
tion, or loſing interior attention which 
keeps him united to God The devil en- 
deavours always to trouble that order, by 
= withdrawing the ſoul from its union with 
= God, to poſſeſs it with the eſteem of it- 
= ſelf. | 


VI. Then full of rage and pride, he 


I cok af the Malk, . and all , 


tion was changed into impudence. God fo - 


permitted it, to confound that proud ſpi- 
| rit, and to teach us, that having in vain 
conſumed all his wiles againſt a man con- 


ſtant and faithful in temptation, he no 
longer obſerves any meaſures, but aſſaults 
him openly at laſt; Which ſhews how 
much more prudent a humble ſervant 'of. 


God is than his enemy; who, by diſcover- 
ing himſelf, loſes his advantage, and be- 


comes moſt eaſy to be overcome. 


He therefore tranſported Chriſt unto 6 


very high mountain; and ſhewed him all the 


kingdoms of the world, and their glory, pro- 
bably by a view of imagination, and ſaid to 
him : all theſe will I give thee, if falling down * 
thou wilt adore me. I am the maſter of 


them; no perſon is more worthy of them 
. | than 
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than you, and it is unreaſonable that, being 
capable of governing the whole world, you 
ſhould remain in obſcurity. The devil 
thereby deſigned to inſpire Chriſt with ſome 
motion of pride. Weak effort of an ene- 
my diſcovered, who deſpairing of the vic- 
tory, makes uſe of any thing without or- 
der that comes in his way! But that very 
temptation often aſſaults the ſervants of 
God in a more hidden manner, when ſee- 
ing the corruption of the world, they 
think themſelves capable of remedying it, 
ſet themſelves about the ſame without any 
vocation, and thus loſe, without profiting 
others, the interior peace they poſſeſſed. |} 
True virtue never allows good people to 
think themſelves proper for thoſe employ- 
ments to which God does not call them; 
and even when he calls them thereto, they 
judge themſelves capable thereof, only fo 
far as they are governed, inſtructed, and 
ſupported by the ſpirit of God. 
» Chriſt ſuffered no longer the devil's im- 
pudence: he commanded him to. retire, 
faying to him: Begone Satan, for it is writ- 
ten, the Lord thy God ſhalt thou adore, and 
Him only ſhalt thou ſerve, Afterwards the 
angels approached to ſerve him, and to 
_ congratulate with him upon his victory. 
The devil knew not even then that Chriſt 
was truly the lon of God; becauſe that man- 
ner of overcoming temptation was common, 
and ſuch as virtuous perſons daily practiſe. 


VII. But 
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VII. But the words our ſaviour made 


uſe of for driving away the devil, clearly 


ſnew how a e a firm Hos refolute 


will is for deſtroying all the attempts of an 


enemy, who cannot overcome us, unleſs 
he be in league with our own will. Hence 


it is that he employs ſo many artifices for 


gaining it: for he begins by deſiring to 
be heard; then he fixes us upon "the 
thoughts he ſuggeſts, and. raakes us take 
pleaſure therein : after that we have more 
difficulty to forſake the occaſion which 
roduces them; the ſtrength of the ſoul is 


weakned by degrees; the conſideration and 


reſpect of God being preſent is taken away; 
the will totally conſents at laſt; and the de- 
vil leaves it not till the action be accom- 
pliſhed. The experience of fin makes. us 
more earneſtly deſire the acts thereof; re- 


peated acts form a habit of it, ms 18 


that fatal chain ſo difficult to be broken, 
which the devil makes ute of for dragging 
us into hell. But when he finds a will re- 


ſolved to fight againſt him, deaf to his firft 
ſuggeſtions, and that immediately repels 


him with courage, that cowardly enemy is 


ſoon repulſed, and never. gains any advan- 


tage. 
Since a heart determined'to ſerve God, 
is ſo ſtrong againſt temptation, it follows 


that if it increaſes, it is commonly our 


own fault: for, God, who always ſupports: 


thoſe * his grace Who beg it cf him with. 


humility,, 
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humility, knows that the temptation is ne- 
ver above our ſtrength, but when the will 
is weakned, and we neglect to reſiſt it in 
the beginning. 

St. Lake (iv. 13.) adds that the devil de- 
parted from Jeſus for a time; to make us 
underſtand, that he affaulted him after- 
wards by Judas and the Jews,. who were 
the miniſters of his fury, whom he durſt 
not attack by himſelf; becauſe he could 
find no entrance into a ſouł ſo pure, and 
entirely free from the revolt of the fleſh ; 
which is the moſt. common means he em- 
ploys for making us fall. Thus tempta- 
tion, in regard of our ſaviour, was nei- 
ther dangerous as to its conſequences, nor 
difficult for him to reſiſt; but what he 
wanted from that quarter, was abun- 
dantly ſupplied by the extreme humili- 
ation of venturing himſelf with the moſt 
contemptible of his creatures. Thus has 
he left to his ſervants the conſolation of 
having him as a companion even in their 
temptations; and by an admirable inven- 
tion of his love, he was pleaſed to teach 
us in himſelf the manner of combating our 
enemies, and to merit for us the ſtrength 
of overcoming them. 

VIII. God ſeems to have three views 
in permitting men to be tempted; one to 
try their virtue, another to exerciſe It, and. 
the third to weaken our. enemy. : 1 
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For Firſtly, God often permits his fer-- 


vants to. be tempted ; that their virtue, 


which remained hidden in the midſt of 
peace, might appear in the combat; and 
that each of them might diſcover their- 
ſtrength: or weakneſs. A peaceable ſtate 
commonly conceals the want and perfection 
of virtue, and temptation diſcovers both;. 
Thus it was that Abraham's obedience ſhone: 

reſplendently in the command he received 

to ſacrifice his own ſon; Job's conſtancy in 

the loſs of all his goods; Tobias's patience : 

in his blindneſs; and St. Peter's cowardice 
in the occaſion of declaring himſeif Chriſt's. 
diſciple. Thus alſo it was that our ſavi- 
our's humility appeared in affronts; his: 
meekneſs in contradictions, his fortitude in 
labours, bis love in torments, and all the 
other virtues in the occaſions of practiſing 


them; not for his own neceſſities, but for 


the example and ſanctification of men. 

Secondly, temptation exerciſes virtue in 
us, in order to augment it, and in Jeſus 
Chriſt in order to teach us the purity and 
perfection thereof: for as it could not in- 
creaſe in him, he practiſed it only for us. 
So whenever the devil fees. us intent in 
forming ourſelves according to that model, 
He loſes courage; becauſe he diſcovers in 


that imitation, the arms thatovercame him, 


But if he perceives. we are negligent, if he 
finds us cold in the exerciſe of virtue, he 
e Profits 
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profits by. our weakneſs, and attacks us with 
advantage. . 
Thirdly, our ſaviour was pleaſed to be 
tempted in order to weaken our enemy, not 
by depriving him of the power of tempt- 
ing us, but of the right he had acquired 
over us, to attack us with all his ſtrength, | 
He was ſtript of that right, not by vio- | 
lence, according to: St, Leo's obſervation 
(Serm. i. de Quadr.), but by juſtice : for by 
procuring the ſon of God, who was inno- 
cent, the puniſhment of the croſs, he de- 
ſerved, by ſo great a crime, to loſe his 
right over the guilty; who being delivered 
thereby from his tyranny, and become again 
the lawful heirs of the eternal kingdom, 
from which he was excluded, now defend 
their inheritance againſt an uſurper. So 


that all the wiles and combats that men ſuf- 


fered before, as à juſt puniſhment of their 
ſin, are at preſent a ſeed of glory to them. 
This made St. Euſebius biſnop of Epheſus 
ſay, that the condition of the devil is very 
miſerable, ſince all his hatred becomes to 
the ſervants of God, a ſure means of ob- 
taining what he would deprive them of; 
and fince the violence he exerciſes againſt 
them, enriches the church with merits, per- 
fects ſouls in virtue, crowns the labours of 
the juſt, and fills heaven with martyrs and 
confeſſors. But it muſt alſo be owned 
that thoſe are ſtill more miſerable than he, 
who ſuffer themſelves to be overcome by a 
| 2 diſarmed 


19 
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diſarmed enemy, who voluntarily reſume 
the yoke from which they were delivered, 
who furniſh him againſt themſelves with 
thoſe arms which Chriſt had taken from 
him, who give him occaſion to triumph 
over their fall, and loſe at laſt thoſe eternal 
bleſſings which our ſaviour had acquired 
them by his blood. TY. 


3 


— 


CONTEMPLATION | 
On Chriſt's temptation in the deſart. 
O Almighty God! whoſe infinite power 


chiefly appears in pardoning ſinners, 


whom thou haſt created after thy own 


image, have mercy on me, according to thy 
great mercy. Grant our earthly hearts may 
love thee above all things, and that we 
may obtain thoſe great recompences thou 
haſt promiſed us: for ſince they ſurpaſs all 


.our deſires, they deſerve our whole heart. 


Is it the greateſt effort of thy power to pro- 
duce ſuch nothings as we are, or to puniſh 
ſuch weak creatures? Nothing in nature 
oppoſes thy will; thou canſt reduce us to 


the number of thoſe things which are not, 
and juſtly deſtroy thoſe who have ſo un- 


juſtly offended thee, without meeting with 
any reſiſtance. But to ſoften the hardneſs 
of my ungrateful heart, to ſtop the juſt 

| 1 com- 
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complaints which thy juſtice makes againſt: 


me, and to pardon with mercy him who 
is unworthy thereof, requires an infinite 
power; and becauſe thine is ſuch, thon 
canſt do in me whatever thou pleaſeſt, 


without prejudicing thy juſtice, or deſtroy- 


1ng thy creature. 


O God of ma jeſty, before whom tlie an- 


gels tremble with reſpect ; who is ſo great, 


o powerful, ſo juſt, and ſo merciful as 


thou art? Be thou for ever bleſſed for the 
faith thou haſt given me, whereby I ac- 


knowledge thee for my God; for the hope 


with which thou inſpireſt me, whereby 
thou obligeſt me to expect eternal bleſſings 
from thee ;- and for the charity which thou 
art willing to kindle in my heart, whereby 
thou. wilt have me to love thee with all my 
ſtrength. 

II. But it depends on thee, 0 Lord! 


who canſt do whatever thou pleaſeſt, to 


make my ſoul ſenſible of the infinite great- 
neſs which is in thee. Thou canſt, if thou 


wilt, enlighten my blindneſs, fortify my 


weakneſs, repleniſh me with thy grace, 


ſubje& me entirely to thee, and elzvate my 
meanneſs even to the participation ot thy 
eſſence. Speak then, O omnipotent and 


moſt merciful Jeſus! ſpeak to this leper, 
to this wretch, to this ſinner.. Make thy- 


ſelf be heard by my heart, O eternal father 4 


ſay only 7 will, and I mall be healed ; I 
ſhall. be ſtrong; 1 ſhall Jove thee ; and 1 
U } 
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mall imitate thee perfectly; for thou canſt 


do whatever thou pleaſeſt. 
The great things thou haſt done for me, 


only becauſe thou wouldſt do o, teach me 
that I ought to hope for every thing that 


I have need of from thy love. Thou waſt 
| pleaſed to become man for me; and thou 
! waſt fo becauſe thou wouldſt be o. Thou 
wouldſt take the form of a fave and of a 
ſinner, and reſemble me in all things ex- 
cept ſin. Thou wouldſt take my debts up- 
on thee, and fatisfy them by thy love. 
Thou wouldſt initru& my ignorance by thy 
{ heavenly doctrine. Thou haſt overcome 
my enemies. Thou haſt taught me the 
manner of fighting againſt them. Thou 
| haſt abaſed the majeſty of thy divine per- 
on fo far as to ſuffer thyſelf to be temp- 
ted by a curfed creature, whom thou haſt 
rejected for ever, and who will always 
hate thee. Thou didft permit his infernal 
malice to attack thy ſovereign purity. 
Thou didſt allow that ſpirit of darkneſs to 
tranſport thee whither he would, and to go 
ſo far as even to aſk thee to adore. him. 
| Tt is true he knew thee not; but thou, O 
my God ! who ſufferedſt him to do it, thou 
perfectly Kneweſt thy own greatneſs, and 
his baſeneſs. 
It was' an extreme humiliation for thee 
to ſee thyſelf, in the time gf thy paſſion, 
trampled on by the executioners; and yet 
thou lovedſt them, how wicked ſoever they 
were 3. 
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were; and all their cruelty hindered thee 
not from praying and dying for them. 
They exerciſed by their crimes the virtue 
which laboured in ſanctifying them. The7 
ſhed the blood where with they were waſhed. | 
Many of them even acquired eternal glory 
by the ignominies which they made thee 
{uffer; and converted by their own, fins, 
they gave their life for thee, aſter having 
put thee to death. 4 75 
But the devil being always an enemy to 
thy love and to thy children, always inef- 
fable in his hatred, obſtinate in his malice, 
inſenſible of thy goodneſs, and unworthy of 
thy preſence; why didſt thou permit him 
to have the boldneſs of approaching to thee, 
of ſpeaking to, and of tempting thee, as 
he tempts ſinners? Why didſt thou vouch- 
ſaſe to venture thyſelf with ſo infamous a 
creature? Why didſt thou permit the infer- 
nal ſpirit, after being overcome, ſtill to 
diſcharge his rage againſt thee, by tie 
means of his miniſters, ſo far as to faſten 
thee to the croſs; and to be able to boalt 
of having thwarted thy deſigns, and of 
having taken away thy life? All I know on 
that point, O my God! is that thou wouldſt 
have it fo, and haſt done ſo: and that thou 
wouldſt have it ſo, and haſt done ſo out of 
the love thou haſt for me. But the reaſons 
of that love are not to be found in me, they 
are all in thee, O Lord! Thy wiſdom and 
mercy have invented that admirable. Wm 
| an 
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and harmony, by which God is glorified 


' and man ſaved. 


III. What hinders then at preſent, O my 


| God! thy goodneſs from willing, and thy 
power from doing what I deſire thee ? Com- 
| municate to me thy light, thy love, thy 
| purity, thy ſweetneſs, and thy ſtrength , 


and put this poor creature in ſuch a ſtate 


as thou wouldſt have it in. If in thy good- 


neſs thou findeſt juſt reaſons for willing 
and doing things which ſeem ſo inconſiſtent 


with what thou art, wilt thou find none for 


the thing in the world the moſt conforma- 


ble to thy divine greatneſs, and to the ef- 


ficacy of an abundant redemption, that is, 
for manifeſting the glory of thy power and 
mercy, by granting me with plenitude what 
my heart deſires with ſo much fervor? It is 


true I am unworthy thereof, and thou ſeeſt 


nothing in me but reaſons for refuſing me: 
but is not thy goodneſs greater than my un- 


worthineſs; and are not the motives which 


thou findeſt in thyſelf for ſuccouring me, 
infinitely ſtronger than thoſe which thou 


findeſt in me for abandoning me? Have 


mercy on me therefore, O Lord! for thy 


own ſake ; aſſiſt me, heal me, reſtore me, 


and make me ſuch as thou deſireſt. 

But ſince I know, O my ſaviour ! both 
by thy word, and my own experience, that 
it is from thee alone I can and ought to ex- 
pect thoſe great bleſſings which I do not de- 


ſerve; ſuffer me to repreſent to thee my 
| | | wants 
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wants and miſeries with confidence and hu- 


mility. | 
IV. Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! that fince the 
devil preſumed to tempt thy incomparable 
holineſs, over which he had no power, and 
which on the contrary he had ſo many rea- 


ſons to fear; ſince he aſſaulted an infinite 


innocence, an invincible force, and a con- 
fummate virtue; and ſince he. oppoſed thy 


eternal deſigns, in order to fruſtrate them ; 


what will he not undertake againſt a weak 
man as I am, born in miſeries, plunged in 
mire, and full of corruption? 

Thou knoweſt, O Lord ; that this roar- 
ing lion never ſleeps, that he ſeeks to de- 
vour me, that he omits nothing for hurting 
me, that he inſinuates himſelf every where, 
that he continually ſeduces me to evil, that 
he corrupts the good I do, and that he is 
always intent on ſetting ſnares to throw me 
down. Tam not even ſafe from him whilſt 


TI fleep, nor when I awake; he tempts me 


at all times on all occaſions; he ſometimes 
transforms himſelf into an angel of light; he 
hides himſelf under the appearances of vir-- 
tue, under my own inclinations, and often 


even under thy favours. He aſſaults me 


every where, and in every manner, within 
and without, in good and bad things, in 


labour and reſt, and in prayer and action: 


he enters ſo ſecretly into my thoughts, de- 
fires,. and affections, that I perceive him 


ROC. 
When. 
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When he cannot make me ſin, he diſ- 
turbs me by his temptations, fatigues me 


by his importunities, and ſtaggers me by 
dange rousimagi nations wherewith he fills 


my mind: he redoubles his wrath and envy 


againſt me, in order to deprive me of thoſe 


oods he has loft: he calls to his aſſiſtance 


| all the furies of hell, the vanity of the 
world, the propenſity of corrupt nature, 
bad examples, the accidents of life, and 
the very ſins which thou haſt forgiven me; 


and thus he makes me diſtruſt thy mercy. 
I have always had that enemy at my 
ſide, ever ſince was born; even when I 


knew him not, he was near me; and the 


greateſt wounds he gave me, were often 
thoſe I had the leaſt feeling of 
O divine Jeſus, my fortitude and hope! 
what ſhall a weak, miſerable, ignorant crea- 
ture do, againſt ſo powerful and cunning 
ah enemy? What am I to maintain ſo une- 
al and ſo dangerous a combat? To 
whom ſhall I have recourſe in ſo cruel and 
continual a war ? | 
I know that thou never germitteſt my 
enemy to tempt me above my ſtrength ; | 
than I can always overcome him with thy 


grace; that I reap a conſiderable profit 
from that victory; and this is what ren- 


ders me inexcuſable. I confeſs it before 
thy mercy, not. deſiring to juſtify myſelf, 
but acknowledging my miſery, and im- 
ploring thy help. . O God of 9 


| 
l 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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by whoſe patience I live, who beareſt with 
me and expecteſt me, thou ſeeſt all the ad- 
vantages which that enemy obtains over 
me. -I give ear to him, I open him the 
door of my heart, and receive him there- 


in, whilſt this heart is ſhut againſt thee, 


My readineſs to obey him renders him more 
bold to do me harm; and when I reſolve 
to have recourſe to thee, he aſſaults me (til! 


with greater fury; becauſe I have let him 
enter, and have abandoned myſelf to him. 


V. I feel myſelf weaker every day, ſince 
my will has refuſed thy help; and acknow- 
ledge that my weakneſs proceeds from my 
own fault: for that accurſed ſpirit would 
have no power over me, if my remiſſneſs 
and negligence had not given it him. *Tis 
with juſtice therefore that he accuſes me 
before thee, O ever equitable judge ! be- 
cauſe he knows he can neither overcome 
me, nor hurt me, unleſs I am willing. 
But, alas! JI have conſented, miſerable 
creature that I am, and thereby have fallen 
under his power. He has drawn me into 
an infinite number of miſeries : . he till 
treats me as his ſlave; and in all that I can 
only complain of myſelf alone. 

Shall I remain without a remedy before 


| thee, O my God! who art an ocean of 
mercy? Why art thou my redeemer, if it 
be not to ſet me at liberty? Why art thou 


my ſovereign good, but to deliver me 


from all evil? O jneffable goodneſs ! ſanc- 
| rity 
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| rify me. O eternal ſweetneſs ! pardon me. 
* O infinite power! deliver me from my enc- 
my and from myſelf. Thou knoweſt, O 
Lord! that he will never ceaſe from per- 
ſecuting me, till he ſees me undone to all 
* intents and purpoſes. Defend me from 
that roaring lion; let him remain without 
his prey; and let me be ſecured from his 
fury under the ſhadow of thy wings. Re- 
member that thou foughteſt againſt him 
only that I might overcome him by thy 


power. Fight then till for me, O Lord! 
and triumph in, me over my enemy. 
Tis true thou haſt commanded me to 
obey none but thee, and to adore none but 
thee alone: and yet I have ſubjected my- 
ſelf willingly to him. I have abandoned 
my ſenſes and appetites to him, which he 
has forced to rebel againſt me and thee 
and I have had more complaiſance and 
affection for him than for thee. 
Thou haſt forbidden me to be raſh, and 


to tempt thee ; and yet I have the raſhnelſs 


to appear in thy ſight cloathed with the 
livery of thy enemies, and with the 
marks of my ſlavery. I have been fooliſh 
enough to hope, that I ſhould be ſaved 
by walking in the way of perdition. I 


have often been willing to join ſenſual 


pleaſures, and the devil's will with thy 
ſervice; and becauſe that union was im- 
poſſible, I have allowed myſelf to run into 
a thouſand diſorders; and falling _— 
| ally 
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ally from one ſin into another, I beheld 
myſelf at laſt in the abyſs of wickedneſs, 
and at the gates of hell. 

VI. Behold what my miſery is, but 
thou art my Lord, and with thee there is 
mercy (Pſ. cxxix. 4.0 J have ſtrayed, O 
good ſhepherd! I have ſinned, O divine 
Jeſus ! behold what I am capable of. 
Thou haſt ſaid, hat man lives not by bread 
alone, but by all the works of thy hands, 
the goodneſs of thy heart, and the ſweet- 


neſs of thy words. If therefore, O Lord! 


J cannot ceaſe from being thine, and if 
thou art wholly mine, how can I die? 
Open thy treaſures, O infinite bounty ! 
elevate my lowneſs, fortify me againſt my 
enemy, pardon me my paſt weakneſſes, 
render me life and ſtrengch, and make me 
fight for the furure with a courage equal 
to the cowardice I have hitherto had. 

But I can neither fight nor overcome 
without thee. Thou art my head, thou 
haſt overcome my enemies by thy humili- 


ty, and thou haſt left it to me as a buckler 


impenetrable to all their darts. I own, O 


God!] that I can do nothing without this 
divine virtue; and though I ſhouid not 


acknowledge it, my own failings would 
bear witneſs againſt me, ſince I have fallen 
through my pride into an abyſs of miſe- 
ries, out of which I cannot come without 

thy aſſiſtance. My preſent will is to of- 


tend thee no more, and never to follow 
that 
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d that of my enemy; but I alſo know very 
S, well, that I ſhall not have the ſtrength to 
| reſiſt him, unleſs thou fighteſt for me. | 


| See OOO 


1 An ExposITION of TY PSAL M Cxxix. 
De profundis. 


By way of prayer againſt temptations. 


E From the depths I have cried to thee, O Lord ! 
1 Lord hear my voice. 


Acknowledge, O my God! that thou 
| | haſt exalted me to a ſublime ſtate ; 
that thou haſt loved me, and encompaſied 
me with thy mercies; but I have plunged 
myſelf into the mire of earthly affections 
I have thrown myſelf into the ſnares of 
my enemies, into a gulf of miſeries and 
blindneſs, and into the deep abyſs of all 
vices. I have buried myſelf in that ob- 
| {cure priſon; I have entangled myſelf in 
thoſe chains: which opprels me, and which 
ſo weigh down my ſoul, that I cannot look 
up to heaven, nor be ſenſible of thy divine 
favours. Thou ſeeſt the ſtate I am in, and 
forbiddeſt me to deſpair. 
Therefore from the depth of my dark- 
nels, languiſhing, conſumed, and miſera- 
Vor. II. D -- Oy 


HEE ³˙.1 ED.” 6. er Ss AAS var — — — 


2 ů—— 


1 
j 
: 
£ 
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ble, I preſume, O God of mercy ! to ele- 


vate to thee my hope and dejected eyes, 
How unworthy ſoever I am of being re- 


garded and heard, I conjure thee to look 
upon me in thy goodneſs, and to hear the 
lamentable cries which my miſeries ſend 
forth to thee. . 
II. Let thy ears be attentive to the voice if 


my petition. 


Tho“ I have been always deaf to thy; 
voice, be thou not ſo to mine; and let that 


ſame paternal love, whereby thou haſt | 
commanded me to hear thee, cauſe thee We 


this day to hear the prayer I make to thee: 
for if thou heareſt me now with goodneſs, 


and healeſt me, O charitable ſhepherd ! | : 
Hall always for the future be attentive to; 
thy voice; I ſhall follow it faithfully, and 


ſhall never depart from thy will. 


III. If thou fhalt obſerve miquities, O Lord! Y 


Lord who ſhall ſuſtain it? 

If thou examineſt the number and great 
neſs of my fins; if thou inflicteſt with 
rigor the puniſhment they deferve, what 
hope can I have? Shall I find in myſelf 


wherewith to ſatisfy for all the debts I have 


contracted by my offences? If thou doſt 


not moderate the ſeverity of thy juſtice in] 


regard of me, what ſhall become of me? 
to whom ſhall I have recourſe? I am loſt 


without redemption 3 becauſe I can expect 


no remedy but from thee alone, O my God! 


whom I have offended. 


3 IV. Becai: 


Lion. 


An Expoſition of the cxxix. Pſalm. 75 
IV. Becauſe with thee there is propitia- - 


Remiſſion of ſins, compaſſion, and good- 


| neſs are only to be found in thee. Thou 
| waſt pleaſed that I ſhould expect my re- 
medy oaly from that hand which is able to 
& puniſh me: for every thing beſides thee 
© rites up againſt me, and condemns me juſt- 
ly; my ſins and ingratitudes, thy benefits 
which I have not made a good uſe of, thy 
law which I have violated, thy enemies 
= whom I have followed, and all thy crea- 
E tures which I have abuſed in offending 
thee, demand from thee the juſt chaſtiſe- 
ment which I deſerve, I am myſelf the 
greateſt of my enemies, and my conſcience 
. continually upbraids me for all the ſins I 
am guilty of. Whither then ſhall I go to 
ſeek for refuge? We can only find in thee 
alone, O my God, that patience which ſuf- 
fers all things, and that mercy which par- 
dons all things. If thou ſhutteſt thy pater- 
nal bowels againſt me, there will remain no 


more refuge nor hope for me. 


V. And for thy law ] have expefted thee, 


0 Lor 41 


Thou haſt commanded me to hope al- 


ways, to invoke thee, and to have recourſe 
to thee in all my troubles. Thou haſt been 
pleaſed that thy juſtice ſhould overlook the 


ſins of men. Thou haſt impoſed on thy 
mercy the obligation of receiving the pe- 
nitent ſinner, and of pardoning him, at 
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76 An Expoſition of the cxxix P/alm. 
what time ſoever he ſhall bewail his fins, 
I preſent to thee, O Lord! theſe ſo amia- 


ble laws, and am certain thou wilt not 


repeal them. I caſt myſelf at thy feet, am 
ready to undergo all the puniſhment I de- 


ſerve, and hope from thee for all the mercy 


I have need of. 

VI. My ſoul has expefred in his werd; 
ſoul has hoped in the Lord. 

Thou art true, O Lord ! and never fail- 
eſt in thy promile. Thou doſt not call us 
to deſtroy us, but to give us life. Thou 
offereſt not thy mercy to refuſe it to thoſe 
who return to thee, but to reccive them 
with paternal gocdneſs ; in this word it is 
my ſoul hopes, and that this ſtrayed ſheep 
preſumes to return to the fold. 

VII. From the morning watch even until 
night, let Iſrael hope in the Lord. 

Or according to the Hebrew verſion : My 
foul experts God more than the fentinels expet 
the morning. As the Guards viho ſtand cen- 
try, impatiently expect the day, to reſt 
thenrelves alter their night's labour; 1o my 
foul ſupports itſelf by the hope it has in 
thee. When I am ſurrounded with the 
darkneſs of my ſins, and the dangers of 
temptation, I encourage myſelf with the 
expectation of thy preſence, which alone 


can excite my languor and fortily wy 
weakneſs. I hope to ſee by means of thy 


light, to be ſupported by thy power, and 


to reſiſt my enemies with thy aſliftance, " 
| ] 
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| if thou viſiteſt my ſoul, its darkneſs ſhall 
| be diffipated. its enemies ſhall take flight, 
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its ſins ſhall appear no more, and thou wilt 


ve me conſtancy neceſſary for preſevering 
in the night of tribulation, if thou permit- 
teſt it to return. 

VIII. Becauſe with the Lord there ts mercy : ; 
and with him plenteous reden mption. And be 
hal! redeem Iſrael from all his iniquities. 

The treaſures of mercy are in thy hands; 
and thoſe liberal hands are always open for 
diſtributing them. For when thou hadit 


once reſolved to remedy my evils, what 
| haſt thou ſpared for my delivery from 
| thence? Thou haſt given me what- 


ever thou poſſeſſeſt, haſt promiſed me 


whatever I can deſire, and haſt provided 
for all my neceſſities. Thou haſt encom- 
paſſed me on all ſides with thy bounties, 
haſt taken my miſerics upon thyleif, hat 
ſhed thy blood, and facrificed thy liſe fur 
me. Thou haſt given me a right to thy me- 
rits, haſt overcome my enemies, haſt open- 
ed me the gates of heaven, and haſt made 
me heir of all the wealth of thy kingdom. 
Accompliſh thy work, O charitable re- 
deemer | and let not the temptations of my 
enemy, and the weakneſs of my fleſh ren- 
der ſuch an abundant redemption unprofi- 
table to me. Support me by thy .power, 
protect me by thy mercy ; that I may al- 
ways love thee, and faithfully reſiſt every 

2 3 thing 
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thing that diſpleaſes thec, and is capable of 
Cparating me from thee. 


O 8 of angels, refuge of ſinners, 
faithful diſpenſatrix of the divine goods 
come to my help in the time of tempta— 
tion, repel the fury of the ſerpent, whoſe 
head you have bruiſed, diſſipate the powers 
of hell which have plotted my ruin, and 
never ſuffer me to yield to their efforts. 
Ye bleſſed inhabitants of heaven, ye vic- 
tors crowned with glory! who have expe- 
rienced our dangers, and now enjoy the 
ſweetneſs of eternal repoſe ; with your 
prayers aſſiſt this miſerable traveller, al- 
ways expoſed to ſhipwreck, and continually 

| beaten with the waves of temptation ; that 
he may one day enjoy with you the fruits of 
your victory. Amen. 
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XVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


The rudeneſs of his diſciples. 


Fter having overcome the devil, our 
ſaviour had another war much more 
violent to carry on againſt the world, a- 
gainſt the errors and malice which reigned 
therein. He began to teach in the ſyna- 

7: hs guogues 
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| guogues with the admiration of the people, 
| and eſpecially of thoſe who had known 
him at Nazareth, and who having always 
K conſidered him as an ordinary man, were 

ſurpriſed at his doctrine. When he had 
reſolved to go thorough all the towns of 
Judea, preaching and working miracles, 
and to manifeſt himſelf to the world, to 
© ſhew it its errors, and to bring it back into 
the way of falvation ; he choſe twelve a- 
poſtles, and ſeveral other diſciples, after 
treating about that affair with his father 
upon a high mountain, where he ſpent the 
| whole night in prayer. To teach us; firſt- 


ly, what care he took about thoſe things 


which regarded our ſalvation. Secondly, 


from whom we ought to aſk counſel in. 
our affairs, whoſe ſucceſs cannot be truly 


| happy, unleſs they are concerted with 
| God, and undertaken by the motion of his 
| ſpirit. 


But altho' the evangeliſts do not di- 


tk ctly ſhew the vocation of each of them, 


it is certain that our Lord declared to them 
in his diſcourſe at the laſt ſupper, that he 
had choſen them to be the princes and pil- 
lars of his church. Ju choſe not me, ſays 
he to them, but I choſe you; and have ap- 
pointed you, that you go and bear fruit; and 
that your fruit remain (Jo. xv. 16.). He 
choſe alſo, ſome time after other ſeventy 
two diſciples, whom he ſent thorough all 
Tudea, with the power of working mira- 
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cles, commanding them to go to all the 


cities and villages whither he was to come 
after them, declaring the kingdom of God, 


and healing the ſick. They executed his 


orders with great zeal; and thoſe among 
them that remained with Chriſt until his 
death, greatly aſſiſted the apoſtles in the 
preaching, of the goſpel. St. Matthias was 
choſen from amongſt them to fill up the 
lace of Judas the traitor; and the whole 


world was filled with the admiration of their 


Sanctity, with the fruits of their labours, 
and with the fame of their miracles. 

II. St. Paul exhorts us to conſider, as a 
thing worthy of aſtoniſhment, the choice 
which our ſaviour made of thoſe men, for 
converting the world : con/ider brethren, ſays 
he, your being called, that not many are wife 
according to the fleſh, not many powerful, not 
may noble: but God has choſen the fooliſh 
things of this world, to confound the wije men: 
and God has choſen the weak things of the 
world, to confound the things that are ſtrong : 
and God has choſen the mean and contempiible 
things of the world, and the things that are 
net, to deſtroy the things that are: that no 


feſb may glory in his fight. But from him you 


are in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is become wiſ- 
dom to us, and juſtification, and ſan#tification, 
and redemption : that as it is written: He 
that glories, let him glory in the Lord. For 
therein appears the divine power, which - 

rects 


/ 
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he rects fo magnificent an edifice upon ſuch 
ne weak foundations. (1 Cor. i. 26, &c.) 
d, One of the greateſt obligations we have 
is to Chriſt, is for having communicated his 
g gifts to us thorough ſuch channels; that we 
is may carry our thoughts unto the fountain, 
ie and acknowledge the hand from whence all 
is Þ our bleſſings deſcend. He has thereby con- 
ic | founded all the. wiſdom of the world: and 
le Þ becauſe he foreſaw that this corrupt world 
ir Þ would not ſubmit to faith, and would con- 
„ tradict his doctrine, he was pleaſed that 

the ſages of the world, who could not ar- 
a rive at the knowledge of God by their own 
e | lights, ſhould be inſtructed by what is 
r moſt low and obſcure, that is, by poor- 


s$ I fiſhermen. 

nt all that could not be done without a 
great deal of labour: for what pain and: 
5 | humiliation was it for our Lord to be al- 
ways with men that were rude, dull, igno- 
e rant, and deſpicable in every reſpect; Who 


had nothing of what was neceflary. for ſo- 

great a work; and whom he was conſe- 

| quently obliged to inſtruct, poliſh, and cul- 

tivate continually. with an extreme care, 

and an indefatigable patience, in order 

do render them capable of receiving the ful-- 

neſs of the holy ghoſt. 

; III. It will ſeem perhaps that I injure 

che ſimplicity of the apoſtles, by putting 
it in the number of the ſufferings of Chriſt; : 

| Who always treated them as his children, 

D 5 and 


. I Ss CY SD  ©S 


82 XVII. ſuffering of Chrift.. 
and foreſaw that having received the holy 
ghoſt, they would labour in the Lord's 
vineyard, even to give their. lives for his 
glory. But am certain they will not take 
it amiſs that J here relate what their begin- 
-nings were, and how much their inftruc- 
tion coſt that heavenly maſter : ſince they 
themſelves acknowledged it afterwards much 
better than I can expreſs it. That thought | 
was to them a continual. ſubje& of. humili- 
ation and ſurpriſe. They could not be 
wearied with admiring the. divine mercy, 
which had raiſed them ſrom extreme weak- 
neſs to ſo high a degree of perfection. 
They preſerved: a moſt tender acknow- 
ledgment for him, who had winked at and 
; ſupported with à moſt paternal goodneſs 
ſuch monſtrous defects, in order to draw 
ſuch great goods from thence. And they 
did not think they could repay, for the 
pains they had occaſioned ſo amiable a 
tather, by their ſervices, labours, or ſhed- 
ding all their blood.. But tho” his pater- 
nal love greatly mitigated to him the pain 
he had in ſupporting their weakneſles, yet 
we are no leſs indebted to him on that ac- 
count: on the contrary that facility pro- 
ceeding only from the greatneſs of his love, 
ſtill redoubles our obligations. 

IV. The ſon of God having therefore aſ- 
fembled ſome diſciples, for the moſt part 
fiſhermen, rude in their views, judgments, 


and affections; ; he bore with them as a fa- 
ther, 
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| ther, and inſtructed them as a maſter, with 
| all the patience they then ſtood in need of: 

| for their minds being heavy and attached 
to the earth, did not clevate themſelves to 
divine things. 


When Chriſt ſpoke to them of the king- 


dom of God, they imagined nothing be- 


yond the temporal kingdom of Judea; and 


each of them thought of holding the firſt 
rank therein: ſome becauſe they had been 
called firſt ; others becauſe they were our 
Lord's relations according to the fleſh ; all 
of them from mean and human reaſons. 

And as ſuch thoughts are always accompa- 
nied with many other defects, they pro- 
miſed their kindred, riches, dignities, and 


favour.. 

Whilſt the Lord ſpoke to them of the 
higheſt myſteries of Religion, at his laſt 
ſupper, where he inſtituted the ſacrament 


| of his body and blood, they diſputed a- 


mong themſelves who ſhould be the chief, 


| even making uſe of the intereſt of others, 
| for obtaining what they deſired ; and John 


and James employed their mother to aſk for 
the firſt places. They were weak; often 
wavered in the faith ; and ab their 
maſter in the time of his paſſion: Peter 
denied him; Judas betrayed him; others 


doubted, and with difficulty believed he 


was riſen again. Even when he was pre- 
paring to leave them in order to aſcend 
Nd 7% | into 
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into heaven, they were ſtill poſſeſſed with 
the thoughts of his temporal kingdom. 
Several of thoſe diſciples, by hearing 
him ſay, he would give his body to eat, 
and his blood to drink, were ſcandaliſed; 
and ſome went away. When he ſpoke at 
ſupper of the neceſſity of ſpiritual arms, 
for overcoming temptations, they igno- 
rantly anſwered that they had two ſwords; I 
and having proteſted that they would die 
with him, they fled at the firſt ſight of dan- 
ger. When they felt any motion of zeal, W 
they were for making fire deſcend from hea- 
ven upon thoſe who refuſed to hear them; 
and ſeeing others caſt out devils in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were jealous of 
them; and warmly complained thereof. 
They committed alſo many other faults, 
which ſhewed the narrowneſs and dulneſs of 
their minds, 4; | 
V.. Notwithſtanding Chriſt bore with 
them, he reproved them with goodneſs, 
and inſtructed them with as much familia- 
rity and mildneſs, as if they had been per- 
fect men. He treated them as his equals; 
gave them reaſons for his conduct, as to 
his companions; defended them as his chil- 
dren againſt thoſe that aſſaulted them; and 
diſcovered to them his deſigns and the moſt 
profound myſteries of his kingdom, as to 
his confidents; altho' they groſly under- 
ſtood every thing. He kept them near 
him whilſt he ſpoke to the people, * * 
| | ed. 
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| Bled them before prayer, viſited them from 
| time to time during his prayer, exhorted' 


them to love prayer and to perſevere there- 


in; and the extreme care he took of them, 
appeared in all his actions. If he ſpoke: 
| ſometimes obſcurely in public, and if he. 
| concealed the ſecrets of his. doctrine under 


parables, he explained them afterwards in 


private to them, ſhewing thereby that they 

were dearer to him than all others. He an- 
| fwered their queſtions, how groſs ſoever. 
they were, as if they had been reaſonable 
and full of good ſenſe. | 


Altho' their manners, minds, and beha- 
viour were quite oppoſite to his infinite wiſ- 
dom, he never expreſſed either diſpleaſure 
or uneaſineſs with them: on the contrary 
he concealed their defects, overlooked their 
ignorance, bore with their rudeneſs, and 
ſupported the whole weight of a converſa- 
tion, which could not be agreeable to him 
but only thro* the love he had for us. In 
fine, he had them always with him, at ta- 
ble, in his journeys, in public and private, 
within and without, till he had raiſed them 
to an eminent degree of virtue and wiſdom. 
He ſowed in that uncultivated ground the 
divine ſeed, which was afterwards to bear 
fruit an hundred fold, by the operation of 
the holy ghoſt, and comforted himſelf in 
all his pains with the hopes of a plentiful 
harveſt, that is, with the converſion of the 


world, 


This 
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This is a great ſubject of reflection for 
us, to ſee the eternal wiſdom ſpeak in the 
midſt of thoſe ignorant men, of what is 
moſt ſublime, and labour ſo long in mak- 
ing them eſteem and reliſh the heavenly 
truths, which it could in a moment have 
imprinted in their ſouls, as it did after- 
wards, by ſending them the holy ghoſt. 
. Certainly the apoſtles could not afterwards 
remember the mildneſs of Chriſt, without 
being penetrated with love and confuſion, 
That reflection humbled and inflamed them 
at the fame time. It cannot be compre- 
hended how ſweet it was for them afterwards 
to ſpend themſelves in the ſervice of ſo a- 


miable a maſter, and to give their blood 


and life for him. 

VI. The conduct our Lord obſerved in 
regard of his apoſtles, is a wonderful in- 
ſtruction for all thoſe who labour in the 
converſion of fouls. By his divine ſweet- 
neſs he accommodated his zeal to their ca- 
Pacities ; not urging them too much, for 
tear of deſtroying inſtead of edifying; not 
exaggerating their faults, becauſe they pro- 
ceeded rather from ignorance and ſimplicity 


than from malice ; and becauſe the apoſtles 
had not as yet ſufficient light to know | 


wherein they failed. He inſpired them by 


degrees with humility,. in joining example 


to words; and applied himſelf to correct 


them, not by the rigor of his reprimands, 


but by the ſweetneſs of his converſation. 
or Ke 
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He knew that the human heart is not 
capable of great virtue, but when it is in- 


| famed with the divine love; even as the 
iron cannot be made pliable unleſs it be 
thoroughly heated by the fire. He knew 
| alſo that we more profitably diſcover our 


vices in the beauty of virtue than in their 


| own deformity, which is only diſcovered 
in proportion as the love of God is eſta- 
4 bliſhed in us. 


Thus it is we ought to deal with our: 


neighbour; bearing with his faults till he 
knows them himſelf, and endeavouring in 


the mean time to move him mildly to the 


love of virtue: by this means we ſhall the 


better diſpoſe him to receive grace, the 


| light of which will afterwards diſcover to 
him the true value of every thing: Jacob 


ſhall not now be confounded, {aid the prophet 


| Tſatah, (xxix. 22.) neither ſhall now his coun- 
tenance be aſhamed : but when be ſhall ſee his 


children, the works of my hands, in the midſt 
of him ſandtiſying my name. Becauſe the time 
of his ſhame is not come, he eſteems vani-- 
ty, he ſtill loves the evil he has done; but 
when he begins to reſolve to ſerve God ſin- 
cerely, then he will be ſenſible of the obſta- 
cles he has put thereto, he will bluſh at 
the baſeneſs of his affections, and the fall- 
hood of his judgments. 

A great deal of prudence is neceſſary for 
profiting by thoſe circumſtances, in the 
conduct of ſouls, St. Paul gives this ad- 


vice 


- 
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vice to the perfect: (Galat. vi. 1.) if 4 


man be pre-engaged in any fault, you that are 
ſpiritual, inſtruct ſuch an one in the ſpirit of 


mildneſs, reflecking on thyſelf, left thou allo be 
tempted. And the prophet 7/azah foretold of 
Chriſt, that he bruiſed reed he ſhall not break, 
and ſmoking flax he ſhall not quench (Ia. xlii, 
3.). For tho' the fmoke be incommodious, 
yet it ſhews ſome remains of fire; and 
prudent charity, far from extinguiſhing it, 
awakens it, as one may ſay, by its breath, 
in order to make it increaſe. 

However we muſt obſerve, that this 
mildneſs is commonly unprofitable to thoſe 


who deſire to be ſpared continually in their 


faults, and that it is good'to uſe a little ri- 
gor in regard of them; becauſe there ap- 
pears to be malice in them, and knowing 


their own weakneſs, they teſtify thereby 


their willingneſs to perſevere therein. There 
are often found in religious communities 


ſuch kind of ſpirits, who would have their 


ſuperiors accommodate themſelves to all 
their inclinations; but the ſame charity 
which inſpires that condeſcendance for cer- 
tain perſons, who, by reaſon of natural 
weakneſs, cannotelevate themſelves higher, 


forbids it in regard of thoſe whom a too 


great attachment to their own will, renders 
difficult to be brought to obedience. 

VII. What ought here to comfort us in 
the little good we do, is that Chriſt receiv- 
ed the ſervices and good-will of the apoſ- 
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tles, tho' it was very imperfect, with as 


Imuch goodneſs as he afterwards accepted 


of their labours and heroic actions. He 


ſaid to them the night before he died: 1 
will not now call you ſervants, becauſe a ſer- 
EL vant knows not what his maſter does. But TI 
habe called you friends; becauſe ] have made 
| known to you, whatſoever I Heard from my 
E father (Jo. xv. 15.) Andelfewhere, you are 
_ they who have remained with me in my tempta- 
ſion. (Luk. xxii. 28.) 


Conſider who it is that ſays theſe things, 


and to whom he ſays them; it is the ſon of 
God who ſpeaks thus to thoſe, who had al- 


ready expreſſed ſo much weakneſs, and 
who were to teſtify ſtill more the enſuing 


night. He favorably received from them 


the leaſt actions of an imperfect virtue, to 
teach us that he is always ſatisfied with 
what we do for him, when we do what we 


can; that the ſimplicity and purity of our 


intentions make him excuſe the defects of 
our works; that a very little good on our 
part.is ſufficient for drawing upon us the 
treaſures of his mercy 3 and that he conſi- 
ders in the preſent graces which he commu- 


| nicates to us, the ſatisfaction he will receive 


from us hereafter. 

A great inſtruction both for thoſe that 
command and thoſe that obey ! It 1s an ex- 
treme imprudence in ſuperiors to exact all 
things from all perſons, and to lay the ſame 


burthens on the ſtrong and. on the "—_ 5 
| nice 
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ſince they ruin the principles of good go- 
vernment thereby. And it 1s a lamentable 
weakneſs in inferiors, to complain that more 
is laid upon them than upon others who 
have fewer talents than they. Thus a pru- 
dent director ought carefully to examine, 

what thoſe who are ſubje& to his conduct 
can do, according to their ſtrength and 
grace. He ought 1 to bear with the weak, 
aſſiſt them in what they are capable of do- 3 
ing, exhort them to continue, and to ex- 
pect nothing from them beyond their pow- 
er: otherwiſe he will diſcourage them, 
make them abandon the exerciſe of virtue, 
and entirely ruin them at laſt. 

VIII. Jeſus Chriſt, for two- reaſons, 
choſe rather to bear with the imperfections 
of his apoſtles, than to make them perfect 
all at once. 

Firſtly, to ſhew us in them how earthly 
affections hinder the communication of the 
holy ghoſt, the gifts of perfect charity, and 
that intimate union with God, to which 
we are called. For whilſt they were attach- 
ed to the corporal preſence of our ſaviour, 
by a ſenſible love, they were incapable of 
receiving the divine light; and it was ne- 
ceſſary for him to depart from them in or- 
der to purity their love. 

Secondly, becauſe being 8 for 
great things, for which they needed to re- 
eeive extraordinary graces, they ought firſt 
o _ humbled ; that being afterwards 0 
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with the holy ghoſt, they might deſpiſe 
| themſelves by the remembrance of their an- 
| cient meanneſs. Thoſe pillars of the church 
needed to have foundations of humility 
| proportioned to their elevation; and no- 
thing was more capable of eſtabliſhing that 
virtue in them, than the knowledge of their 
| own miſeries. 


IX. God deals in the ſame manner ſtill 


daily in regard of thoſe, whom he elevates 
from earthly love to the contemplation. of 
| heavenly things. He bears with their weak- 
neſſes, ignorance, complaints, and their 
other imperfections. He comforts them 


ſometimes by his preſence, and then afflicts 
them by concealing himſelf. He makes 
them feel ſometimes the ſweetneſs, and: 


| ſometimes the ſeverity of his ſpirit. He 


raiſes them up with great care; he ſupports 


them and humbles them; he chaſtiſes them 


and careſſes them; he reſtrains them and. 


| excites them, as a father full of goodneſs, 
who makes himſelf a ſweet occupation of 


the education of his children. 
The apoſtles were not the ſole objects of 
his friendſhip ; he ſtill ſtretches out his arm 


to us all, his power is not diminiſhed, his 


goodneſs is always the ſame, and he has no 


leſs care at this day to maintain his ſpirit in 
every one of us, than he formerly had to 
preſerve it in his diſciples. Wherefore we 


| ought to have the ſame acknowledgment to 
| tlis charitable father as they had; and we 


ſhall: 
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ſhall be no leſs holy than they were, if we 
are as faithful. 


* ——— 
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On Chriſt, in his patience in bearing with the 


defefts of his diſciples, 
HEW me interiorly, O Lord! the 


time wherein thou wouldſt have me to 
bleſs thee; and imprint in my heart all the 
| acknowledgment I ought to have for th 


benefits. Thou calleft1 us all, but who can 


come to thee, if thou doſt not bear him 
up? Thou wilt have all men to love thee, 
but who ſhall love thee, if thou doſt not 
give him thy love? Thou wilt be known 
by the 8 4 world, but who can know 
thee without thy light? The neceſſity I 
have of thee is born and encreaſes with me; 
the obligations I lie under to thee urge me 
continually but I can only ſatisfy my obli- 
gations and gratitude by thee; and without 
thy goodneſs, without thy help, and with- 
out thy conduct, what can I do, O thou 
God of my ſoul? Caſt then upon me the 
eyes of thy mercy ; give me thoſe interior 
ears which make thy voice be heard. Give 
me the deſire of following thee, the ardour 
of ſeeking thee, and the ſtrength to come 


wo thee. Give me the knowledge of my 


miſeries, 


We 
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miſeries, that I may fear them; and the 


| ſight of the dangers of this life, that I may 
| avoid them. 


I confeſs, O Lord ! that I am unworthy 


of the favour I beg of thee; that I even 
| deſerve to be puniſhed, and caſt far from 
| thee, for preſuming to aſk new favours, af- 
ter having abuſed thoſe which thou haſt al- 
ready beſtowed on me, and without having 
expiated the ſins J have committed acainft 
E thee. But the ſinners whom thou haſt re- 
| ceived, the thief to whom thou gaveſt pa- 


radiſe, and the ſinful women whom thou 


didſt fill with thy grace, ſupport my confi- 


dence, and give me hopes thou wilt not reject 
r they could never have been con- 
verted, nor ſought, nor followed thee, if 


thy light and divine pou had not excited 


them interiorly. 

Why ſhould I not, O divine Jeſus ! ex- 
pect all from thee, ſince, in order to declare 
thy truths to me, thou haſt ſent, not angels 
from heaven, but ignorant, waa. and ſin- 
ful men, in whom 1 ſee no lefs the defects 
of our nature, than the gifts of thy grace? 


Such were thy diſciples, even when they 


were with thee; ambitious, jealous, vain, 
wavering in the faith, and full of baſe 
views and terreſtrial Ale Thou didſt 
chuſe them nevertheleis ſuch as they were, 
and leddeſt them with thee every where. 
There was one among them that was a 


publican, another that was to deny thee, - 


and 


* 
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and a third that was to betray thee, and 
whom thou wouldſt yet have forgiven, after 
Jo great a crime, if he had begged thy par. 


don. They were almoſt all ſo weak, that WM 
they abandoned thee; and ſo heavy that 


- their minds were always fixed to the ground, 
They had the divine light before their eyes, 


and ſaw not: they were fed with the bread 


of life, and were not fortified thereby. 


As the beſt of fathers, thou treatedſt them 


with a charming ſweetneſs, and they did not 


learn to love thee. Thou waſt their de- 
fence, and they were afraid of every thing, 
Thou communicatedſt thy divine ſecrets to 
them, and they did not think to beg thy 
ſpirit of thee, in order to penetrate the 
depth of them. Thou promiſedſt them 
eternal bleſſings, and they had nothing but 
temporal views. Thou taughtedſt them a 
heavenly doctrine, and they profited not 
thereby. What do I ſay, O Lord? they 
beheld him with their eyes, whoſe life was 
the admiration of angels, enriched heaven, 
filled paradiſe with joy, and they knew him 
not. 

II. Why didſt thou ſuffer them, O Lord! 


to be at the ſame time ſo near and ſo far 


from thee? How couldſt thou reſtrain thy 


love ſo long, and not inflame them at firſt 
with that divine fire? Why didſt thou wait 
till they ſhould ſee thee no more for beſtow- 
ing thy gifts upon them, ſince thou lovedit 


them ſo tenderly? Without doubt it was on 


my 
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my account, O eternal wiſdom ! that thou 
dealteſt ſo with them: for I am perſuaded 


| that it would have been more agreeable to 
{ thee to have reigned abſolutely in them 
from the firſt moment of their vocation, to 
have purified the bottom of their hearts, to 
have poſſeſſed them entirely, and to have 
filled them with the riches of thy grace, as 
thou didſt afterwards. But thou didſt judge 
it more proper to bear with their defects 
for ſome time, to ſhew me in thoſe, who 
were to be the maſters of chriſtian per- 
fection, the pillars of the truth, and the 
light of the world, what I ought to hope - 
| for from thee, and that all my miſeries are 
| not capable of ſtopping the courſe of thy 
mercies. 


O certain refuge of thy poor creature 
it is not only in thy father's houſe that there 
are many manſions, there are alſo many in 
thy heart, ſince thou receiveſt all into it. 
St. Thomas, though incredulous as he was, 
the thief, the pubiican, the leper, and the 


public finful woman, find place therein; 
| and Fudas himſelf would have been recived 


into it, had he not voluntarily abandoned 
himſelf to deſpair. It is in that loving heart 
that darknels is diſpelled, imperfections are 
conſumed, terreſtrial affections are deſtroy- 
ed, interior troubles are compoſed, and the 
whole man is ſanctified. 

III. What then! ſhall this heart ſo great, 


4o open, ſo e be ſhut againſt me 


alone, 
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alone, O my God! and ſhall not thy mi. 


ſerable creature find a place in it, where it 
may behold all its vices deſtroyed, and its 
Ipirit renewed by the power of thine ? ] 
adore thee, O divine heart! wholly burn- 
ing with the flames of pure love. I adore 

thee, O eternal light! O ſun that always 
riſes and never ſets! Fountain that flows 
without ceaſing, and never diminiſhes ! 
Ocean of infinite bleſſings which cannot be 
fathomed ! Sweet refreſhment of travellers! 
comſort of all thoſe that weep ! refuge of 
| thoſe that are tempted! Sanctuary for all 
finners ! Receive me, O divine Jeſus, into 
that heart, where J preſume to hope that ! 
am written by thy eternal love. Where 
ſhall all my weakneſſes be conſumed, ex- 
cept in that furnace of love? And if there 
be not room for all, how, O my God ! art 
thou the ſaviour and redeemer of all ? 

It is true, my vices are much greater 
than the imperfections of thy apoſtles : for 
they proceeded only from weakneſs, igno- 
rance, and ſimplicity, They did not leave 
thee, they accompanied thee every where, 
in prayer, in thy journeys, at table, in la- 
bours, and in poverty, They remained 
with thee in thy temptations, they loved 
thee in ſuch a manner as they could, and 
their defects were not capable of ſeparating 
them from thee. But mine, O Lord! 
proceed from malice, I fly without being 
purſued ; I depart from thee daily; I am 
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inconſtant in thy ſervice ; and I do not even 
ſtay for the temptation to abandon thee. _ 

Thy diſciples heard thee with eagerneſs, 
and I ſhut my ears againſt thy word. They 


humbled themſelves when thou didſt re- 
prove them, and J excuſe myſelf when 


corrected. They addreſſed themſelves to 


thee in their miſeries, in order to be cured 
of them, and I am filled with preſumption 
in mine. Their ſimplicity attracted thy 
love, and my pride renders me worthy of 


thy natred. O heavenly phyſician | who 


ſeeſt the depth and corruption of my 


wounds, couldſt thou bear the horror of 


them, if thou hadſt not for me the tender- 


neſs of a father? Wouldſt thou expect me 


ſo long, if thy heart was not full of mer- 


cy? Wouldſt thou forbid me te deſpair, 
if thy ſweetneſs was not ineffable ? Wouldſt 
thou invite me to receive ſuch great bleſſings, 
if thy liberality was not infinite? 

Is it thou then, O divine Jeſus! that 
ſeekeſt mee ? and am I him whom thou de- 
fireſt to unite to thee 2 Behold me here be- 
fore thee, O my love and ſovereign good ! 
who hinders thee now from obtaining what 
thou deſireſt; who ſtops the execution of 
thy deſigns ? wouldſt thou have me remain 
ſuch as I am? Wilt thou ſtill bear longer 
with me? Art thou reſolved to icave me 
ſeparated from thee in the region of the 
hadow of death? Why doft thou not caſt 
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thy eyes upon me? Shall I be the only one 
whom thou forgetteſt? Why doſt thou not 
raiſe me up again, O thou life of my ſoul! 
O my ſalvation! why doſt thou not hea 
me? I will not leave thee till thou hat 
changed me entirely into thee; I will em. 
brace thy feet; I will remain fixed to them, 
and will followthee whitherſoever thou * 
IV. What doſt thou deſire of me, 
Lord! Wouldſt thou have me to repen 
to amend my life, to love and ſerve os: 
and to perſevere in thy love and ſervice ? ] 
will do it, O my God! as far as I am ca. 
pable : yes, I will be wholly thine, to lov 
thee always, and never to forſake thee; | 
will do whatever thou deſireſt of me: ſup: 
port my will and my weakneſs. I am wil 
ling, but I neither know how I will, no: 
how long. this will ſhall remain. I ey 
feel myſelf already drawn back . te 
earth by my own miſeries, which follow m: 
in all places. It ſeems as if they wer 
afraid I ſhould forſake them, and my fc 
res to aſſault me violently. Thou 
who ſupporteſt me by thy goodneſs, 180 
alſo for me by thy power. Defend me, 
Lord! Let thy eyes bchoid in my ſoul 5 
fruits of that ſo ancient and ſo paternal love, 
Deſtroy by the conſuming, fire of thy {pirit, 
every thing in me that dil] pleaſes thee, and 
make me ſuch as thou wouldſt have me. 
V. I cannot complain of thee, O father 
of mercies! I can only complain cr a 
3 vl 
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ſelf: for thou haſt always filled my ſoul, 
how miſerable ſoever it has been. Even 
when I fled from thee, thou didſt take away 


the ſnares that were ſet before me. Thou 


didſt put a ſtop to death, leſt it ſhould fur- 


priſe me before] had returned to thee. Thou 


inſpiredſt me with what was profitable for 
me. Thou calledſt me back in a thouſand 


| different manners. Thou didſt often create 


me perplexing affairs, that being wholly 
employed, I might offend thee the lets. 
Thou didſt permit me to be tempted, to 
ſhew me the danger I was in; and ſome- 
times even to be overcome, to convince me 
of my weakneſs. Thou didſt reduce me to 
dreadful extremities, that I might be ſenſi- 
ble of the neceſſity I had of thee ; and tho 
I have grievouſly ſinned, I ſhould have done 
it ſtill more, if thy goodneſs had not de- 
prived me of the occaſions thereof. 

Thou haſt never totally withdrawn thy 
hand; I have always experienced thy help, 
and thou haſt even changed all things for 
me into good, even my ſins: ;  DY permitting 
my preſumption to be humbled. If I re- 
turned to thee, thou didſt immediately re- 
ceive me; and filledſt me with the {vicetaeſs 
of thy preſence. Thou didſt bear with my 
luke-warmneſs. Thou didſt accept the 
weak deſires of ſo imperfe& a virte. 
Thou didſt excite me to renew the reſolu- 
tions of ſerving thee; and ſhewedſt me 
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clearly in my infirmity, that I could not 
accompliſh them without thy grace. 

VI. I ſhould never finiſh, if I were to 
relate all thy mercies in particular. For 
how many favours haſt thou not beſtowed 
on me? How many crimes haſt thou not 
pardoned me ? Thou haſt always had pater- 


nal bowels towards me; thou haſt not turned 


away thy countenance, in ſpite of the pen 


fidies of my ungrateful heart, which pro 
miſed thee every ching „ and performed no- 
thing. Thou didſt hear my deſires, tho 
thou foreſaweſt the ſterility and inconſtancy 
thereof. I immediately returned back, 
thou beheldeſt my relapſes, and bareſt with 
them; thou didſt ſweetly raiſe me up again, 
and reſtoredſt me to thy triendſhip, which 
J was baſely to violate again ſhortly after. 
Was there ever beheld a father more meck, 
a mother more affectionate, or a friend 
more faithful ? 

What thankſgivings ſhall I render thee, 
O divine Jeſus! I owe thee more than thy 
diſciples did: they exerciſed thy patience 
only during three years, and I have fatigued 
it my whole life. They have ſpent the 
greateſt part of their lives in thy love and 
ſervice ; and mine has entirely paſſed away 
in tepidity and fin. 
' I am more indebted to thy mercy, than 
all the world beſides : for there are an infi- 
nity of men whom thou permitteſt to err in 


faith, whilſt 2 preſerveſt me therein. 
Thou 
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not Thou ſuffereſt them to adore idols, and to- 
follow deluſion, whilſt thou illuminateſt 
to MW me with the pureſt lights of thy truth. 
or MW Thou permitteſt others to perſevere until 
ed death in their diſorders, whilſt thou ſheweſt 
20t I me mine, and giveſt me grace to forſake 
er. them, or atleaſt, that of praying to thee for 
ed that end. In fine, thou pardoneſt me as many 
er- fins as I ſhould commit, hadſt thou not the 
"0-W goodneſs to preſerve me from them. 
0- l adore thee, O my Saviour] and thank 
10' thee as much as I am capable thereof, for all 
thoſe favours, and for infinite others which I 
know not. Let all the ſaints and angels of. 
heaven join with me. in bleſſing thy holy 
name, and in ſinging thy mercies eternally. _ 
VII. Thou, O Lord! who knoweſt that 
| what hinders me from profiting by all thoſe 
| graces, is that I have not recourſe to thee 
in all my neceſſities, and that I love ſome- 
thing beſides thee, which I love not for 
| thee, Purify my heart from thoſe unwor- 
| thy attachments, and permit me not to 
have any other maſter, any other counſel- 
| lor, any other judge, or any other friend 
but thee. ' For though in appearance, no- 
thing but what is great can be agreeable to- 
thy infinite greatneſs, yet I know, that pure 
ſimplicity pleaſes thee, that thou doſt not 
n judge it unworthy of thee, to enter into 
the particulars of our neceſſities, to take 
nan account of our ſteps and motions. If. 
chou knoweſt the number of the hairs of 
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our head, and of the leaves of the trees; 
why ſhouldſt thou not allo know that of our 
looks, our breathings, our thoughts, our 
deſires, and of all the moments of ourlives ? 
If thou hadſt appointed only one hour eve. 
ry year to give me audience, to ſupply my 
wants, and to declare thy will to me, ought 
I not to ſigh after that hour. during the 
whole year, and prepare myſelf. to treat 
with thee, to hear thee, and to receive thy 
benefits, which would be the food of my 
ſoul for the whole enſuing year, till the re- 
turn of that happy hour? Whence comes it, 
that I do not converſe with thee every mo- 
ment as with a wiſe and faithful friend, and 
with a powerful protector, whom neither the 
government of the univerſe, nor the weight of 
all eternity hinders from thinking of me. 
Why do not I come, in my troubles, to 
lay open my heart before thee ; to expoſe to 
thee the words which offend me, the thoughts 
which grieve me, and every troubleſome 
thing that befals me? Why do not I take 
care to offer thee all my actions, fince thou 
vouchſafeſt to accept the little I do for 
thee? If I were faithful in this practice, 
thou wouldſt heap bleſſings upon me : be- 
cauſe if for cold prayers, and for weak 
deſires, thou granteſt me a thouſand times 
more graces than I can merit of myſelf; 
what would it be, if I ſhould offer thee all, 
and if I were wholly thine ? 
| | VIII. 
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VIII. There is one thing wanting to me, 
O my God | which alone could reſtore me, 
and without which I do not even feel the 


evils which ſurround me on all ſides; it is 


humility, which is the fountain of all 


bleſlings. Thou knoweſt, O Jeſus! the 
| moſt humble of all men! that I can only 
| by it obtain the diffidence of myſelf, the 
| fear of diſpleaſing thee, and the happineſs 


of ſighing continually after thee : it alone 
can teach me how important it is for me to 
know thee, and I know how agreeable it is 
to thee, Humble me, therefore, as much 
as thou pleaſeſt, O humble Jeſus! eſtabliſn 
in me that virtue which is ſo dear to thee, 
and which is the guardian of all others; 
that I may fear myſelf, ſeek thee, and be 
entirely ſubject to thy conduct; and being 
diſengaged from myſelf, J may live no lon- 
ger but for thee, O divine Jeſus! my ma- 
ſter, my ſupport, my comforter, my ſalva- 
tion, my love, my ſovereign happineſs, and 
my true life, 


O moſt humble hand-maid, and moſt 
worthy mother of God, you who never 
were ſeparate from him! ſince he was not 
only content with being my refuge, but was 
allo pleaſed that you ſhould be my advo- 
cate, refuſe me not your protection. Al- 
though you are exempt from my miſeries, 
you are the daughter of Adam, take pity on 
your fleſh, and obtain me the ſpirit which 
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animated your conduct. And ye, O holy 
apoſtles! who were the light of the world 
procure me thoſe graces of converſion which 
you carried thorough the whole world; 
compaſſionate my tailings, ſince you were 
. ſubject to the ſame, and beg for this poor 
finner the holy ghoſt, who made you per. 


fect. Amen. 
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XVIII. Ss UFFERING of CHRIST. 


His journeys. 


HE divine ſhepherd begun with this 

little flock to run over Paleſtine, and 
to gather together the ſtrayed ſheep of the 
houſe of Tiraet. His care extended further 
afterwards; and to fill up the places of 
thoſe, who, by their blindneis and obſtina- 
cy, were to reject his words, he prepared 
himſelf at that time to draw all the nations 
of the world unto him. But that the Fes 
might have no reaſon to complain, he omit- 


ted nothing on his part for their converſion, 


he declared to them the kingdom of hea- 
ven, the law of grace, and the divine riches 
which he had brought them. 

Although he was s the true Meſſias whom 
God had promiſed them fo long, whom 
their fathers had fo earneſtly defired, and 
whom they themſelves ought to have ſought 
after, ſince he particularly came for them; 


he 
ww 
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be ſought them firſt in the profound for- 


oetfulneſs of their ſalvation wherein they 
lived, called them, offered them his grace, 
and fpared neither care nor labour for in- 
ſtructing them, for withdrawing them from 
their vices, and for heaping his favours up- 


on them. | 


Having therefore left his moſt bleſſed 
mother, under whole obedience he had lived 


bo meekly for ſeveral years, he went to Ca- 
pbarnaum. This was a city of Galilee, ſitu- 


ated on the confines of the tribes of Zabulon 


and Nepthali, near Jordan, by the ſide of 


a ſalt lake, called the ſea of Galilee. Thoſe 
two tribes being fallen into a great diſorder 
of manners, were ruined with the reſt of 
the kingdom of Irael, compoſed of ten 
tribes, of which the city of Samaria was the 
capital: but it was fo full of crimes, that 
it drew upon itſelf the wrath of God, and 
was entirely deſtroyed by peſtilence and war.. 

IT. It was then at Capharnaum that Chriſt 
begun to preach his goſpel; according to- 
that prediction of. 1/aiah, (ix. 1, 2.) At the 
firſt time was the land of Zabulon aleviated; 
and the land of Nepthali— the people that: 
walked in darkneſs, hath ſeen great ligbt; to 


| them: that dwelt in the region of the ſhadow of 


death, light is riſen. There he ſpread his: 
doctrine fo abundantly ; there he wrought: 
ſo great a number of miracles; and there 
he was ſo often, that he commonly called 
it. his own city. For, as it is not ſaid, that: 
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the ſun, in ſteering its courſe thorough the 


heavens, riſes to enlighten them, but to 


enlighten the earth, ſubject to the obſcurity 
of night, and to the change of ſeaſons ; ſo 
Chriſt, the ſun of the heavenly city, which 
ſuffers neither ſhadow nor viciſſitude, aroſe 
not upon it, but upon ſinners, whoſe da ays 
are ſhort, and nights gloomy; and who 
have ſuch long nights, and ſuch thick dark. 
neſs, that the 1 region they inhabit, ought to 
appear uninhabitable to them. 

He calls Capharnaum his own city, only 
becauſe he there found whereon to exerciſe 
his zeal, and to work the wonders of his 
power: and this is a great ſubject of conſo- 
lation for us, that our Saviour, who 1s the 
eternal light, vouchſafes to riſe upon fin- 
ners, to viſit thoſe cold and obſcure regi- 
ons, to warm them by his heart, and to ren- 
der them capable of producing the fruit he 
expects from thence. 


HI. This divine ſun having then appear- 


ed upon an earth covered with the darknels 
of ſin, viſited all the deſolate cities of 1/ae!, 


whoſe: number in Joſua's viſion, amounted 


to three hundred, without reckoning either 
thoſe that were built fince that time, or the 
caſtles, and other ſmall places. The tribe of 
Juda alone had a hundred and fifteen cities. 
Chriſt entered into the ſynagogue, to de- 
clare to them the kingdom of God; he 


went into the gardens and upon the moun- 


tains, there to ſpend the night in prayer; 
| into 
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into the houſes to heal the ſick, and to in- 
ſtruct every one therein. He wrought mi- 
racles in the public places; aſſembled the 
people in the fields and on the river-ſides, 


to preach penance to them; fed them even 


ſometimes miraculouſly ; raiſed the dead; 
rejected no perſon; drew ſinners to him, 
by the odour of his divine virtues; and 
filled them with admiration and joy, by the: 
ſublimity of his doctrine, and the ſweetneſs 
of his grace. 4 | 

He alſo viſited every place both on this 
and on the other ſide of the ſea, after hav- 
ing ſent his diſciples thither to declare his 
coming. And though the places were large. 
enough for employing leventy-two diſciples, 
to which he diſtributed them; he himſelf 
went over them all one after another. He 
remained in each of them as long as was 
neceſſary ; when he departed from thence, 
he left his holy ſpirit therein, which cauſed 
the divine ſeed to ſpring up which he had: 
lown therein. 

IV. Such were the continual cares, de-- 
fires, labours, and journeys of Chriſt, He 
walked on foot into a very rough country, 
among ſtones and rocks, in valleys and on: 
mountains; ſuffering cold and heat, wind 
and rain; and found himſelf often ſo fa- 
tigued, that he was forced to ſtop: in the- 

When he was arrived at his journey's end, 


he. began to inſtruct the people, and to 
WOSK: 


108 XVIII. ſuffering of Chrift. 


work the wonders of his power and good- 


neſs. Whilſt his diſciples were thinking 


on his corporal neceſſities, he was always 


employed about the ſalvation of ſouls. In 
ſome places they received him well, and in 


others ill: ſometimes they even drove him 
away; and then he retired without com- 


pulaint or murmuring; always as patient in 


injuries, as he was liberal in pouring his 
bleſſings on thoſe whom he found diſpoſed 
for receiving them. 

His diſciples being one day provoked, 
and deſiring to bring down fire from hea- 
ven upon that ungrateful people, he ſaid 
to them with his ordinary tranquility, 


(Luke ix. 55.) You know not of what ſpirit 
you are: ſhewing thereby, that his ſpirit 


was the ſpirit of peace, meekneſs, patience, 
and longanimity, ich waits for the ſin- 
ner, and offers him grace without doing 
him any violence. As they were diſſuad- 
ing him on another occaſion from going into 
Fudea, where he had been in danger of being 
ſtoned ſome time before, he anſwered them, 
Are there not twelve hours of the day, in or- 
der to teach them, that apoſtolical men em- 
ployed eleven of them profitably in expect- 
ing and having patience, when people re- 
ceived grace in the twelfth; after having 
rejected it during the preceding hours. 
(Jobn xi. q.) | 


V. Thus it is this divine Saviour. be- 


Faves towards men at preſent; he invites 


them 
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them by his benefits and grace; and when 
they refuſe it, he retires always with trou- 
ble: and inſtead of being diſcouraged with 
the juſt indignation this refuſal deſer ves, he 
returns again at another time and knocks 
at the door; that if he finds the will diſpo- 
ſed to receive him, he forgets the afronts 
which were put upon him, and treats us as 


| if we had prevented, ſought; and received' 
him with joy, every time he had come 


to us. 
[: cannot be told, how many graces our 


Saviour beſtowed on men, in all thoſe places 


thorough which he paſſed : for though the 
evangeliſts have related a great number of 
his wonders, St. John affirms, that if it had 
been neceſſary to have written them all; 
the whole world would have been full of. 
books. And yet all that was done, not in 
many ages, but in three years; not by 
others, but by himſelf, He deſigned, no 
doubt, to ſhew us, by the ſmall time he 
took in working ſuch great things, that a 
ſhort life full of good works, is infinitely 
better than a long and unprofitable life: 
and that much time is not neceſſary for ac- 
quiring many virtues and merits. 
If God ſhould behold in us days well 
ſpent, and a life wholly employed in his 
ſervice, he perhaps would ſhorten the time 
of our baniſhment; and being enriched with 
his bleſſings in a few years, we ſhould the 
ſooner be conveyed into his kingdom. But 
becauſe 
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becauſe the greateſt part of our life is ſpent 
in ſins, we have need of time to bewail 
them, to expiate them, and to merit hea- 
ven; and this God of goodneſs often pro- 
longs our baniſhment, only becauſe he ex- 
pects our converſion. 

The juſt dead, ſays the ſcripture, RET 
the impious alive, and youth ſoon ended, the 


long hfe of the unjuſt (Wil. iv. 16.). For 


the juſt man, in the few years he lives on 


earth, acquires ſpiritual goods ſufficient for 


himſelf, and to impart to others; and youth 
well employed, keeps the rank before the 


Lord of an honourable old age, and full of 


merits. But the long life of the ſinner, who 
paſſes ſo many years without. thinking of 


his ſalvation, is full of fins and wholly 1 un- 


profitable. 


This made Seneca, a Pagan philoſopher, 


ſay, that the wicked die not: for it is not 


to be perceived, how he can die that lived 


not; and how he can end his life who be- 
gun it not.. But it may be affirmed with 
more truth, that the ſinner dies continually, 
becauſe he never learns to live. For as 


that cannot be properly called life, which 


is deprived of the good things that make us 
live eternally; ſo he who lives only for 
eternal death, begins to die before he be- 
gins to live, ſince he is never in the way of 
true life, Thus thoſe who live long, with- 
out living chriſtianly, reſemble a ſhip toſſed 


with. 
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wich the tempeſt, that ſuffers great agita- 
tions, and makes but little way. 55 
VI. The juſt man, who is wholly em- 
ployed about his falvation, and the ſervice 
of God, finds in a few. years much time 
for. prayer, faſting; and penance ; for aſ-. 
ſiſting his neighbour by his counſel, exam 
ple, and charity; for bearing the croſſes 
which providence ſends him ; and for prac- 
tiſing the other chriſtian virtues ; becauſe 
he makes good ule of all theſe moments, 
and every thing becomes to him an occa- 
ſion of merit. Whereas he who negle&s 
the care of his ſalvation, and thinks only 
on fatisfying his irregular deſires, has need 
of much time for pleaſures, gaming, di- 
verſions, intrigues, ambition, and vanity, 
in order to ſatisfy a multitude of falſe de- 
corums which the world exacts, and which. 
God does not require. He ſhould have as: 
many lives as there are different occupa- 
tions, among which he is obliged to divide 
that ſhort, only, and uncertain life, which. 
God has given him for meriting eternity. 
Hence it is, that if he has any reſolu- 
tion of thinking on himſelf, and on his. 
ſalvation, he finds no time; becauſe world- 
ly amuſements deprive him of the beſt part 
of it; and it is only when he mult die that 
he begins to ſee what he ought to have 
done for living well. But as things which 
are done in haſte, are ſcarcely ever found 
ready for the moment they are neceſlary, 
man 
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man who delays till that laſt hour to labour 
for his eternal ſalvation, can he in ſo ſhort 
a time, oppreſſed with pain, ſeized with 
fear, and diſturbed with a thouſand thoughts, 
be able to prepare that nuptial garment, 
without which none enters into the hall cf 
the celeſtial banquet? And if he fails in 
what he ought to do at that laſt moment 
whereon eternity depends, what loſs! what 
misfortune! and what-deſpair ! 


VII. Our Lord, in the three laſt years 


of his pilgrimage, found time enough for 
viſiting all thoſe cities; for reſtoring health 
- the ſick, and life to the dead for tak- 
ſeveral very painful journeys; for ſuf- 
fering i many labours and torments; for dy- 
ing; for riſing again; and for aſcending 
into heaven; becauſe he applied all his 
thoughts to the work of our ſalvation, for 
which his father had ſent him. Thus after 
ſuch great fatigues, his ſweeteſt repoſe was 
to be able to do good to men; and he went 
into no place without leaving the marks of 
his zeal therein. 

He fat down one day to refreſh himſelf, 
by a fountain ſide, near the city of Samaria. 
It is eaſy to judge, by what paſſed there, 
with what thoughts he was taken up, and 
what could eaſe his labours. For whilſt his 
diſciples were gone to fetch ſome victuals, 
having deſired a ſinful woman to let him 
drink that was come thither to draw water, 
and ſhe having refuſed him for a very! bad 

reaſon, 


r Oy 


=> 282 


—— — 
_ 


- ee . $$ a . 


2 


XVIII. ſuffering of Chriſt. 113 
reaſon, viz. out of the averſion the Samari- 
tons had for the Fews; our Saviour, who 
earneſtly deſired the ſalvation of that poor 
creature, not to loſe ſo favourable an occa- 
fon, ſpoke to her immediately of thoſe di- 
vine waters, which from the heart of the 
juſt ſpring up into life everlaſting. (John 
v. 14). 

When he had produced in her the deſire 
of ſo ſalutary a water, in order to remove 
at firſt what might be an obſtacle to ſo great 
2 bleſſing, he ſhewed her, with an admira- 
ble ſweetneſs and wiſdom, the dangerous 
ſtate ſhe was in; and becauſe the knowledge 
and faith of the mediator was neceſſary to 
that finner for her converſion, he declared 
to her what he had never ſpoke fo diſtinct- 
ly, neither to the people in public, nor to 
his apoſtles in private, that he was the 
Meſſias whom God had promiſed, and that 
he was come no leſs to ſave her than to 
ſave all the reſt of the world. Thus being 
enlightened and converted in ſo ſhort a. 
time, ſhe publiſhed every where the won- 
ders of the divine grace. 

The diſciples came afterwards, and de- 
fired Jeſus to eat of what they had brought; 
but he anſwered them, that he was nouriſh- 
ed with a food which they knew not, that 
ie, with the accompliſhment of his eternal 
father's will, concerning the ſalvation of 


ſouls, 
Whilſt 


114 XVIII. ſuffering of Cbriſt. 

Whilſt he was ſpe aking thus, there came 
ſome inhabitants of Samaria, who carried 
him back with them, heard him, and ac. 
knowledged him for the true Meſſias. Be- 
hold what his food was that day ; 1t was the 

only food that could ſatisfy him, and it al- 
ways appeared infinitely delicious to him. 

VIII. The divine goodneſs having there- 
fore reſolved to deliver us from the ſuper- 
fluous cares of this life, has commanded us 
to feck firſt the kingdom of God, and his ju- 
ſtice (Matt. vi. 33.). For when we make 
the affairs of this world our chief occupa- 
tion, it always happens, either that they do 

not ſucceed, or are done only with extreme 
delays, or the ſucceſs we expect is not worth 
the pains they give us, or they are croſſed 
with a thouſand | diſappointments, or in fine, 
they are full of chimerical deſigns, which 
unprofitably conſume our whole life. He 
only enjoys true peace who ſeeks God be- 
fore all things; becauſe nothing happens 
to him from whence he draws not ſome ad- 
vantage: for in the loſs of temporal goods, 
he enriches himſelf by his patience, com- 
forts himſelf by the bleſſings he gives to 
God, and finds, in the very prolperitics of 
this world, a ſource of merits for heaven. 

IX. When the deſire of heaven is well 
eſtabliſhed in the heart, one is content with 
a little on earth; but when one has not 
that deſire, the whole earth is not ſuffici- 
ent. The bad rich man in the Goſpel, in 


the 
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the abundance of wealth he poſſeſſed, had 
never enough, and refuſed a little bread to 
oor Lazarus; and when from the bottoms 
of hell, whereinto he was fallen, beholding 
Lazarus in Abraham's boſom, he begged of 
him only a drop of water to cool his tongue. 
Since it was ſufficient for our Lord, in or- 
der to appeaſe his hunger, and refreſh him- 
ſelf after his fatigues, to ſeek our ſalvation, 
to remedy our evils, and to enrich our po- 
verty, is it not juſt that our food ſhould be 
to love him, ſe Lan him, and pleaſe him, 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt in the ati ue of bis j journeys. 
0 Divine power! who art the ſtrength 


of the weak, and the relief of ſinners. 
O my God, my Lord, and all my hope! 
— ſhall become of me if thou doſt not 
caſt upon me the eyes of thy mercy ? 
How long ago wouldſt thou have abandon- 


ed me, and I ſhould have been loſt, if 


thou hadſt regarded my fins to have pu- 


niſhed me for "them, and not to have par- 
doned me them ? How many times ſhould 
have offended thee, and where ſhould I 
have been now, if thou hadſt left me to 
follow my own deſires ? I live only by thy 

| g d- 
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goodneſs; and if I am not fallen into the 
abyſs of all miſeries, it is becauſe thou haft 
ſupported me with thy hand, haſt ſupplied 
by thy merits the want of mine, haſt not 
rejected me, and haſt always made me 
hope for pardon ; and becauſe thou ſtill in- 


viteſt me to the participation of thy bleſ. 


fings. | 

Is it poſſible, O Lord! that thou art 
willing to have ſo miſerable a perſon with 
thee? Can fo great a corruption remain 
with ſo much purity ; and ſhall my mean- 
neſs preſume ſo much as to lift up its eyes 
towards thy greatneſs? What union can 
there be betwixt my poverty and thy riches, 
betwixt a leper covered with ulcers and 
him who is happineſs by eſſence, betwixt 
ſuch thick darkneſs and ſo pure a light? 
Thou beholdeft me, O Lord! ſuch as I 
am, that is, more miſerable than I ima- 
gine; but thou art fo great, ſo powerful, 
fo high, that thou canſt be perfectiy known 
only by thyſelf, and thy greatneſs comforts 
me in my meanneſs. 

II. O God of my heart! who wilt not 
abandon me, becauſe thou haſt made me for 
thyſelf, but on the contrary wilt thyſelf 
enlighten my darkneſs, heal my wounds, 
expiate my fins, inſtruct my ignorance, 
and enrich my poverty; thou knoweſt 
what I am without thee, and thou alone 
knoweſt how I can become thy temple in 
the midſt of ſo many miſeries; For that 
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reaſon it is thou wouldſt ſeparate me from 
myſelf, and unite me to thee, But if it be 
ſo great an advantage to me, and if thou 
deſireſt it ſo earneſtly, what can keep me 
one ſingle moment at a diſtance from thee ? 

I who, by the continual necd I have of 
thy Reps ought to invoke thee at every 
hour of the day and of the night, am quite 
dumb, and it is thou that calleſt me, I 
who have ſo much intereſt in knocking 
continually at thy gate, remain unconcern- 
ed, and it is thou that urgeſt me. I who 
ought to be always attentive to the leaſt 
ſign of thy will, am deaf to thy moſt cer- 
tain orders; and thou muſt ſolicit me, for 
engaging me to obey thee. | 

Is it poſſible, O Lord ! for the guilty to 
refuſe pardon, and for the offended to make 
all the advances ? for the creature to fly, 
and the creator to ſeek him? for the ſick 
not to deſire his health, and the phyſician 
alone to deſire it? for him that is wounded 
to love his wounds, and thou, O my God! 
to feel the pain thereof for him? Behold 
how far my miſery extends, O my God! 
and how far thy mercy | | 

III. O that I were as ſenſible of my evils, 
as thou art! that J abhorred them as much 
as thou doſt? that I were as deſirous of 
forſaking them, as thou art to deliver me 
from thence! and that I did for myſelf 
what thou doſt for an ungratctul ſervant, I 


ſhould not be in the ſtate I am, 
? 1 | Thoy 
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Thou, O divine Jeſus! who Kknowet 
the greatneſs of my ſins ; the evil they cc. 
caſion me, and the bleſſings they depriye 
me of; who beheldeſt long before I was in 
being, how inſenſible I ſhould be of my 
own ruin; who waſt concerned thereat ſor 
me, and haſt ſuffered fo much to heal me; 
thou haſt taken care to prevent and fee 
me. Thou haſt ſhewn/ thyſelf, O divine 
light! 70 thoſe that fat in the ſhadow of death; 
thou haſt run after thy ſtrayed ſheep, 0 
charitable ſhepherd! amongſt the rocks, 
over the mountains, in the valleys, and 
thorough the cities and villages ; over. 
whelming that innocent body with a thou. 
ſand fatigues, which thou waſt not obliged 
to haſten, ſince it followed the motions of 
thy will without reſiſtance. Thou excitedſt 
all hearts by the ſweet violence of thy cha- 
rity, to love thee, to ſeek thee, and to re- 
ceive thee ; thou filledit thera with a hea- 
venly doctrine, with the admiration of thy 
works, and with the ſweetneſs of thy 
grace. — 8 

How many bleſſings didſt thou beſtow 
upon ſinners, in the midſt of fo many la- 
bours which thou ſufferedſt for them ! and 
how much gratitude ought my heart to have 
for ſo many painful courſes and tedious 
journeys! | 
| IV. When any one invited thee, thou 
| wenteſt to ſee him, didſt overlook his little 
faith, hadſt the goodneſs to ſupply his 


Wants. 
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wants, didſt recompenſe him by moſt abun- 
dant graces for the little good he did thee, 
and thou even ſoughteſt thoſe who invited 
thee not; becauſe thou kneweſt the want 
they had of thee. | 

Thou cameſt upon the ſea-ſhore to take 
aſnermen, in order to make them thy diſ- 
ciples. Thou didſt go to meet an afflicted 
widow, to raiſe up her ſon, who was dead 


in the city of Nai. Thou didft approach 


the pool, to heal a paralitic that was for- 


ſaken by every body. Thou madeſt a jour- 
ney to Tyre and Sion, to meet with the Ca- 
naneaun woman. Thou enteredit into the 
houſe of the phariſee, to ſanctify a finful 
woman; and into Peter's, to aſſiſt his mo- 
ther-in-law. Thou tookeſt the road along 
which thou kneweſt Zacheus was to pals, 
and beſtowedſt a thouſand bleſſings on him 
and on his houſe. Thou ſoughteſt the Sa- 
maritay woman with a great deal of fa- 
tigue, to make her taſte the ſweetneſs of 
thy grace. Thou viſitedſt ſinners, and 
didſt eat with them, in order to teach them 
heavenly truths. Thou wente't to meet 
the blind, to reſtore their ſight ; the poſſeſ- 
ſed, to deliver them; the lepere, to heal 
n ; the afflicted, to comfort them; thoſe 
that were gone aſtray, to bring them back 
again into the right way; the obdurate, to 
foften the hardneſs of their hearts; and 


thou didſt not make one ſtep but in order 


co do good. 
When 
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When thou waiſt weary and obliged to 

ſtop at any place; when the winds and rains 
made the roads difficult for thee. to paſs, 
the miſery of ſo many ſtrayed ſheep, and 
the danger they were in, permitted thee 
not to take that repoſe thou hadſt need of 
The days appeared to thee too ſhort, and 
the nights too long; and thou never found. 
eſt time enough for ſatisfying the zeal 
wherewith thy heart was devoured. 

Tho? the people followed thee. in crowds, 
thorough the fields and over the mountains, 
to hear thy doctrine; and tho' they found 
with thee the nouriſhment both of body 
and ſoul, yet thy charity was not ſatisfied; 
and thou wentelt alſo into every part to 
ſeek thoſe whom the negligence of their ſal- 
vation, or the care of temporal affairs, hin- 
dered from following thee. Thou couldſt 
not ſuffer that any one ſhould deſire thee in 
vain; thou preſentedſt thyſelf to all thoſe 
that ſought thee, and even calledſt thoſe 
that ſought thee not. 

V. Open, O divine ſhepherd ! the eyes 
of my ſoul, to make me fee that I am 
truly that loſt ſheep which thou haſt ſought 
with ſo much perſeverance, and with ſuch 

great labours. For that divine voice called 


me then; that mercy invited me; that 


doctrine inſtructed me; the hope thou gav- 
eſt ſinners ſupported me; thy miracles 


healed me; thy labours refreſhed me; and 


thoſe eyes which converted hearts, looked 
ON: 
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on me with pity. Thy body was there, but 
thy ſpirit was with me. There thou be- 
ſtowedſt thy bleſſings on men, but thou 
calledſt me to give me a ſhare of them. 
What return ſhall I make thee, O Lord! 
for ſo many favours ? = 

O divine Jeſus! ſince thou haſt ſought 
me with ſo much pains, grant that they 
may not be unprofitable to me. I am no 
leſs miſerable than thoſe amongſt whom. 
thou livedſt, and thou art my ſaviour as 
well as theirs. Give me therefore a place 
with thee at Matthew the publican's table; 
let me enter with thee into Zachens's houſe, 
ſuffer me to embrace thy feet, and to water 
them with my tears, with Magdalen; let 
me beg of thee, with the Canancan woman, 
ſome crums of thy celeſtial bread ; and with 
the Samaritan woman, a little of that water 
which purified her in a moment. | 

But if I am unworthy of all theſe fa- 
yours, hear at leaſt, O charitable father ! 


the voice of this ſick ſheep, that cries af- 


ter thee ; ſay only one word, and it ſhall 
be healed. Thou aſſureſt us, O Lord! that 
tho* thou waſt firſt ſent to the loſt ſheep of 
the houſe of Tae), yet thou haſt ſtill others 
whom thou wilt draw from the eaſt and 
from the weſt, that they may rot periſh, 
am one of thoſe ; thou knoweſt my mi- 
ery, ſeeſt my wounds, and the pitiful ſtate 
the infernal wolf has reduced me into, 
when I departed from thee, Bring me 
VoI. II. F back 
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back into thy fold, grant me to hear thy 
voice, to follow thee always, and to go on- 
ly into thoſe pallures to which chou {halt 
lead me. 

LO heavenly father! who beholdeſt 
me, and whom ] do not behold, grant that 
I may ſee thee as thou ſeeſt me, and that 
I may know thee as thou knoweſt me, 
Thou ſeeſt my interior poverty, and hoy 
far diſtant I am from thee ; for this reaſon 
it is thou ſeekeſt me with ſo much care. 
Thou ſeeſt, O eternal ſun! how blind I am 
in the knowledge of thy perſections, there- 
fore thou riſeſt upon me, and comeſt to 
enlighten this region of darkneis. O that 
thou wouldſt deſcend into my interior mi- 
ſeries, which I cannot ſufficiently know, 
nor confeſs! Thou beholdeſt them, beareſt 
with them, and commiſerateſt them; but 
thou beholdeſt alſo the bleſſings thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt, and which might make me happy, 
and I pehold them not. 

No Lord, I do not ſufficiently compre- 
hend that thou art my father, my ſpouſe, 
my ſhepherd, my food, my head, my foul 
my treaſure, and my beatitude. I know 
not the love wherewith thou ſupporteſt me, 
but by feeble compariſons ; ; the beauty of 
thy works, but by conjectures ;, and thy in- 
finite bleſſings, but by the crums which fall 
from thy table. I fee. not that immenſe 
ocean of riches which is in thee, and which 
is all for me: | and tho? I believe it, my 
_ tank 
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faith is cold and lodge 5 becauſe 1 
have neither che Kno edge nor” ede 
of pure love. 

Blind wretch that I am! I know not whi- 
mer Jam going, and I advance continually 
towards thoſe things which ſtill increafe my 
-  blindnes. O divine light! which is never 
. MW cxtinguiſhed ; O eternal ſplendor ! which 
ſuffers no eclipſe; O day ever ſhining! O 
ſun that never ſets ! ſince thou diffuſeſt every 
where ſo great a brightneſs, why art thou 
hid from my ſight ? or why am I like thoſe 
birds of darkneſs, that never ſee leis than 
at mid-day ? Thou haſt enlightened fo ma- 
ny obſcure places, once enlighten my ſoul, 
that it may ſee and love thee. 

VII. Thou ſeeſt nothing in me, O di- 
vine Jeſus ! that can comſort thee; but if I 
beheld thee, if I knew thee, what could 
hinder me from loving, embracing, and 
poſſeſſing thee ? Diſcover then to me, O 

| king of glory! the charms of thy beauty ;* 
e- enter into and reign in my foul; open. this 
le, iron gate; break down this brazen wall; 
ul, often the hardneſs of this heart; and pene- 
ow IO trace the bottom of this obſcure den whi- 
ne, I ther thy enemies retire; diſſipate them by thy 

ol MW preſence; and return Victorious, O divine 
in- thepherd! bearing in thy arms thy recover- 
fall ed ſheep ; heal it "of all the evils it has ſuf- 
nie WF iered from the fury of the wolves; make 
ich ¶ it acknowledge thee, and never forſake thee. 
my 10 when will chat happy moment come |! 
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When ſhall I behold thee, O my God 
as thou beholdeſt me? When ſhall I love 
thee as thou loveſt me? When ſhall I be 
wholly employed with thee as thou art with 
me? If thou ſeekeſt ſinners only for the 
good which is in them, alas, O Lord! we 
are ſo poor and miſerable, that thou wilt 
always labour in vain: but if thou ſeekeſt 
ö en. to communicate thy bleſſings to them, 

come, O my ſalvation give me what thou 
pleaſeſt, and thou wilt find in me what thou 
deſireſt. | 

VIII. How important is it bot me, 0 
my, God! never to be ſeparated from thee! 
When 1 behold men like myſelf as unpro- 
vided with reaſon, and ſo oreat enemies to 
themſelves as to reject thee when thou com- 
eft to them, I cannot but cry out: O blind- 
neſs of the human heart! O fooliſh teme- 
rity.! to imagine that in loſing thee, we 

ſhall be able to find ſomething better than 
thou art! ' 

Moſes illuminated with thy light, did not 
conſent to leave thee, till thou hadſt pro- 
miſed to accompany him, and to be his 
guide in the deſart; but the unhappy peo- 

le whoſe conduct thou hadſt entruſted 
Fm with, and who had not enjoyed the 
| ſweetneſs of thy communications, made 
_ themſelves a golden calf, which they adored 
as; their god. So true it 1s that he who 
knows thee, is afraid to be without thee one 
ſnzle moment; and he who knows thee 
3 not 
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not, is inſenſible of the misfortune of being 
ſeparated from thee. Make me ſenſible 
therefore, O thou God of my foul! what 
it is to loſe thee, that I may never live with- 


out thee. 


IX. But, alas! W often have I ba- 
niſhed thee from my heart! how often have 
[ rejected thy inſpirations, and refuſed thy 
company! this is ſo great a matter of con- 
fuſion to me, that I know not how I dare 
appear before thee, O my God! What did 
I ſeek for when I forſook thee ? whom 


would I have obeyed when I diſobeyed 


thee? what did I gain when J loſt thee ? * 
Have mercy on me, O Lord ! I have com- 
pared thee with thy works; I have prefer- 
red my own corrupt deſires a thouſand times 
to the ſanctity of thy law, 

May all my veins be changed into foun- 
tains of tears, and may I weep night and 


day at thy feet, that I may obtain thy mcr- 


cy. I have abandoned thee, O my life ! 

and what life have I expected without thee ? 
I have baniſhed thee, O thou faithful friend 
of my ſoul ! and where could I find a friend 
like thee? I have ſhut the entrance of my 
heart againſt thee, O fountain of all bleſ- 
ſings! and what good remained in me when 
[ was ſeparated f rom thee? What -confu- 
ſion ought I not to have, what ſorrow 
ought I not to feel, in confeſſing before thy 


majeſty. ſo great a miſery ? How can I ex- 


piate the outrage I have done thee! Look. 
* 1 upon 


* 
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upon thyſelf, O thou love of my foul ! be- 
fore thou Jookeft on me, conſult thy own 
heart before thou examineſt mine; and re- 
gard what thou art before thou conſidereſt 
what I deſerve. 

What then reſtrained thy hand? what 


hindered thee from bringing down fire from 


heaven to conſume me; from opening the 
earth to ſwallow me up; or from deliver- 
ing me to the cruelty of my enemies? But 

rather what obliged thee to return ſo often 
to knock at the door of my heart? to call 
me, to urge me? was it not my duty to 
have ſought thee? It was thy infinite love, 
O my God ! which ſolicited » thee continu- 
ally to prevent me. O love that haft ſpared 
me, deiended me, and ſupported me; and 
that ſtill draweſt me to thee ! Thou art my 
creator, my protector, my ſalvation; my 
phyſician, my father, my Lord, my only 
remedy, and my whole - happineſs ; help 
me, change me, and heal me. 

Come ſpeed: ly, O divine love! for my 
heart ſighs after thee; enter in, for the 
door is open to thee ; help me, ſince I in- 
yoke thee; receive me, fte come to 
thee; conduct me, ſince I reſign myſelf to 
thee; and poſſeſs me, ſince J unite myſelf 
to thee : begin this very moment to reign 
for ever in my ſoul, which is willing to 
ferve thee, which defines thee, ſeeks thee, 
and embraces thee, O my love! © my Je- 


aul my fovercign good! 
993 O divine 
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O divine mother of God ! you who al- 
ways received into your ſoul that divine ſa- 
viour, and never forſook him, not even 
when he departed from you to ſeek me; 
receive me into the number of your ſer- 
vants, give me- ſome ſmall place in your 
houſe, that your wel-beloved ſon, who 
takes a pleaſure in abiding with you, may 
find me with you. O celeſtial choir! O 


blefled ſervants of the houſe of God! fince 


ye are ſo agreeable to him, and fince 1 
was created to be the companion of your 


happineſs, poſſeſs him not without me; 


obtain me the grace never to go aſtray in 
this miſerable world, and 'to ſigh continu- 


ally after the end of my baniſhment, that 


departing from this world, I may be re- 
ceived with you into the eternal tabernacles, 
and there ſing for ever the victory of the 
lamb. Amen. 5 


ee eee 


XIX. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
The hardneſs and obſtinacy of the eus. 


TVHE fatigue of the roads was not the 


1 fevereſt thing in our faviour's jour- 


neys; the obſtinacy of the Jews was his 
| TIP greateſt 
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greateſt pain. This was a vice at all times 
inherent in that nation, and facred hiſtory 
relates an infinite number of examples there- 
of. For altho* God had preferred the Fews 
to all other people, and had wrought pro- 
digtes in their behalf which aſtoniſhed the 
' univerſe, ſo many bleflings were unable to 
reduce them to a conſtant fidelity to him. 

He had made them deſcend from the 
blood of the holy patriarchs Abrahom, 
Tjaac, and Jacob; he had carried them in 
his arms, according to the expreſſion of the 
ſcripture; he had heaped. benefits upon 
them, had promiſed them the Meſſias, 
had ſent them ſeveral prophets, had cha- 
ſtiſed them in their diſorders as his own 
children, had received them into favour 


when they returned to him, had delivered 


them from their enemies, had provided for 
all their neceſſities; and being prevented 
with ſo many graces, yet they had ſhaken 
off the Lord's yoke; always rebellious, al. 
ways murmuring, always perfidious and 
perjured, even after the moſt ſacred pro- 
miſes. 

They were Ned to n Moſes their 
leader in the deſart; ; made themſelves a 
golden calf to adore it in the ſight of God, 


who ſpoke to them from the midſt of 


flames; they killed the prophets, ſet up 
idols in the temple, ſacrificed to the gods 
of the gentiles, and abandoned the God of 
their fathers. 


This 
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This hardneſs of heart is ſtill to this day 


% w- 
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4 an hereditary evil in them; they preſerved 
5 it among barbarians, in the miſeries of a 
_ MF cruel captivity, and under the moſt terrible 
. I chaſtiſements of the divine vengeance. Con- 
; vinced of their errors by the ſacred books 


| they have in their hands, they ſtill reſiſt 
the light, ſo far as even to glory in their 
obſtinacy. They always believe themſelves 
the true children of Abraham, and the fa- 
vourite people of God, though they be 
given up to a reprobate ſenle, deprived of 
heavenly bleſſings; and though they retain 
nothing of their ancient worſhip but the 
name of God, whom they honour with 
their lips, whilſt their heart is far front 
him. They are even fallen into ſo great a 
number of errors contrary to the divins 
law, and have defiled the purity of the fag 
cred ſcriptures with ſo many abſurd fables, 
that the prediction of Iſalab is manifeſtly 
accompliſhed on that unhappy nation. For 
wiſdom, lays that prophet, ſhall periſh from 
their wiſe men, and the underſtanding of their 
prudent ſhall be hid (xxix. 149. Or, ac- 
cording to the interpretation of St. Paul, 
(1. Cor. i. 19.) I will deſtroy the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, ſays he Lord, and I will rejet? the 
prudence of the prudent ; that is, as St. Au. 
guſtin (Serm. 2. de Epiph.) explains it, that 
nothing remained with the Zews but the fa. 
cred writings, whole light ſerved even to blind 
them the more, Whilſk the Gentiles and the 


3 mak 
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moſt barbarous nations were , enlightened 
thereby. 

In a word, when the Jews. were obliged 
to obſerve the law of Moſes, thev could 
not. be made obedient thereto ; and ſince 
they were freed from it, they will ſtifny 
retain it. Nothing more is wanting with 
them, for compleating their blindneſs, and 
for verifying all the prophecies, but to 
tollow antichriſt, after having refuſed to 
acknowledge the true Meſſias. 

II. Thoſe that are now living, ſtill poſ- 
ſeſling the fame obduracy as their forefa- 
thers, it is eaſy to judge how much that 
ungrateful and obſtinate people have 1 

eile the meekneſs of Chriſt. Moſes could 
got bear with them, though he was the 
meekeſt of all men; they ſtoned the pro- 
phets that were ſent to them from God. 
In fine, all the means that God made uſe 
of for bringing them back to him being 
unprofitable, he ſent them his only ſon, 
as che final remedy, and inſtead of receiving 
him, they nailed, him to the croſs, and 
made him die in torments. p 

Although the purity of his doctrine, the 
— of his miracles, and the multi- 
tude of his benefits, were capable of ſoſten- 
ing the very ſtones, yet ſcarcely could he 
find twelve apaſtles, a ſmall number of 
diſciples, and ſome devout women that 
would follow him. If there were any per- 


ſons more conſiderable, who acknowledged 
3 him 


| miracles on the Sabbath-da 
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him for what he was, they concealed their 
ſentiments for fear of others; and even 
when they beheld that what had been fore- 
told of the Meſſias, was accompliſhed in 
his perſon, they ſhut their eyes, retired, 
ſet ſnares againſt him, contradicted his 
doctrine, diſeredited his miracles, and fell 
into a horrible ingratitude : for after ſeeing 
Chriſt heal their fick, and raiſe up their 
dead, they fought the means of deſtroying 
him. : E ; 5 941 A 2 

As he was one day explaining to them a 
place in 1aiah, which was accompliſned in 
him, they drove him out of the city, and 
led him unto the top of a high mountain, 
in order to caſt him down from thenee! | 
They could not bear that he ſhould work 

5 they pros 
ſeribed thoſe that followed him; in fine, 
they ſhewed on all occaſions their obſtina- 
ey, and the hatred they bore him. He 
knew their thoughts, and diſcovered them 
often to themſelves : he anſwered all their 
e in a convincing manner; con- 
ounded their prieſts in the preſence of the 
people; and though theſe were touched 
with his doctrine and miracles, yet they 
ceaſed not to follow their 'chiefs, to con- 
ſpire againſt ' him, to demand his death, 
and to take the vengeance of his blood up- 
on themſelves and upon their children. 

III. That ever incredulous nation opened 
got its eyes to the light, and awakened not 

F ftrom 
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from the deep negligence it was in, neither 
by the arrival of the wiſe men, who pub- 
liſned the birth of our Saviour, nor by the 
Joy of the ſhepherds who had ſeen the new. 
born infant, nor by the teſtimony of Fob; 
Baptiſt, nor by the found of a heavenly 
voice which was heard at his baptiſm, nor 
by his preſence, nor by the ſanctity of his 
doctrine, nor by the virtue of his miracles, 
the effects of which they ſaw upon them- 
ſelves, upon their relations, children, neigh- 
bours, and friends. And yet more, when 
the rocks were rent, the earth quaked, the 
ſun was darkened, and an idolatrous cen- 
turian confeſſed that Chriſt was the true 
fon of God, that unhappy people per- 
ſiſted in their obſtinacy, and were hardened 
daily more and more. 
Our Lord expreſſed to them, on a thou- 
ſand occaſions, how ſenſible he was of their 
obduracy. He repreſented to them the ex- 
ample of the Ninivites, who did penance at 
the preaching of Jonas; and that of the 
queen of Saba, who had come ſo far 1 
hear the wiſdom of Solomon (Matt. xii. 41, 
42:). He upbraided them for being more 
obſtinate than Sodom and Gomorrah, than 
Tyre and Sidon; and told them thoſe crimi- 
nal cities would have done penance: in fack- 
cloth and afhes, if they had ſeen. the mira- 
cles which they ſaw (Matt. xi. 21.), He 
complained with ſorrow, that often wwou!d 
be have gathered them together, as a hen ga- 
ILSS | ters 
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| thers her chickens under ber wings, and they 
| would: not (Matt. xxiii. 37.). He ſet their 


obduracy before their eyes, ſometimes by 


parables, ſometimes by queſtions he pro- 


poſed to them; and he convinced them by 
their own anſwers, in which they condemn- 


ed themſelves, without being willing to 
| amend. When he entered into Jeruſalem, 
amidlit the acclamations of the people, he 
| wept over that city, (Luke xix. 41.) which 


was to draw down ſo many misfortunes up- 


| on itlelf, by the obduracy of its inhabi- 
tants. He was ſenſibly affected, | becauſe 
| after rejecting the true ſon of God, they 
| were one day to receive antichriſt, in pu- 


niſhment of their blindneſs. . 40 
To comprehend with what ſentiments of 


grief and compaſſion he beheld the Jews 


running to their perdition, we need but 
conſider, . with what application he laboured 
for their ſalvation, although he laboured 


in vain therein. Their obduracy was ſo 
great a pain to him, that he thought pro- 


per to prevent his diſciples thereupon, that 
finding in their brethren a like obſtinacy, 


they might not loſe courage, but might be 


comforted by the example of their maſter, 
who, though he was the ſon of God, could 
not overcome the obſtinacy of the Jews, 
nor engage them to embrace his heavenly 
doctrine, ? 
IV. We may . ſee. particularly in two 
things, how great an evil obduracy is; 
BH Firſtly, 
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Firſtly, becauſe a limitted goodneſs could 
never have borne with it, and to pardon it 
is the utmoſt effort of an infinite goodneſs, 
For, to receive him that ſubmits himſelf; 
to pardon a guilty perſon that acknowledges 
his fault, is the effect of an ordinary mer- 
cy; but to do much for an ungrateful 
wretch, that does not concern himſelf about 
it; to fuffer much for a miſerable creature, 
that will reap no profit thereby, is the pro- 
perty of an immenſe and incomprehenſible 
| goodneſs. 

When Moſes ſo earneſtly begged pardon 
for thoſe who had made themſelves a gol- 
den calf, -to adore it; and conjured God, 
by ſuch preſſing motives, not to abandon 
thoſe in the deſart whom he had brought 
out of the captivity of Egypt, by ſuch great 
prodigies; all that he could obtain, was 
that God ſhould not exterminate them, but 
that he would give them an angel to con- 
duct them in his ſtead; and God gave no 
other reaſon of his anger, but that his Pbo- 
ple is fliff-necked (Exod. xxxii. 9.); that if 
he walked in the midſt of them, they would 
ſtill provoke his juſt vengeance, and that 
he ſhould at Iaſt be obliged to deſtroy them 
all, in order to puniſh their obſtinacy. 

Moſes having begged at the ſame time to 
ſee the face of the Lord, if he had found 
favour before his eyes, and the Lord hav- 
ing promiſed, that he would ſhew himſelf 
to > him, but only ſo far as was ans 
or 
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| fourth generation. (Exod. xxxiv. 6.). 
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for aſſuring him, that he was agreeable to 
his majeſty ; the glory of God paſſed be- 
fore Moſes, who was ſenſible of it without 
ſeeing it, and heard theſe words: Chief 
ruler Lord God, merciful and clement, patient 
and of much compaſſien, and true, who keepeſt 


| mercy unto thouſands ; who takeſt away ini- 


quity, and wicked fatis, and fins, and no man 


| of himfelf is innocent before thee. Who dcſt 


render the iniquity of the fathers to the chil- 
dren, and to the mephews, unto the third and 

At this voice Maſes proſtrated himſelf 
before the Lord, making uſe of theſe ſo 


ſweet words which he had ſuggeſted to 


him, he conjured him again to vouchſafe 


| to. accompany his people: for ſince, ſaid 
he, they are ſo hard of heart; ſince they 
are ſo indocile, an angel can never be able 


to bear with them h none but thou, O 


| Lord ! whoſe goodneſs is ſo great, that 


thou doſt not puniſh ſin beyond the fourth 


generation, and extendeſt thy mercy to 


thouſands ; there is none but thou that canſt 
pardon ſuch ingratitudes. God was moved 
with the prayer of his ſervant, pardoned 


| the people, and promiſed that he himſelf 


would continue to conduct them. 

_. Secondly, What alſo clearly ſhews the 

greatneſs of this evil, is that Jeſus Chriſt, 

the maſter and model of all perfection, 

ſeems, to have reduced his whole doctrine 

to this ſingle point, which 1s that we —_ 
_ earn 


model of meekneſs and humility, that he 
may confound the pride and obduracy of 


A4. 
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only to the ſpirit of God, but even to the 


* 
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learn of him to be meek and humble of heart 
(Matt. xi. 29.): becauſe ſincere meekneſs 
and humility are the foundation of all other 
virtues, an excellent diſpoſition to the di- 
vine light, and to all the gifts of grace; 
and are directly oppoſite to hardneſs of 
heart, For why does man fo obſtinately 
refuſe to bear the Lord's yoke? Where 
can he place his confidence more ſecurely ? 
where can he find a more ſolid ſupport ? 
and what is he himſelf but a veſſel of clay 
full of mire and corruption ? 

Why does the ſon of God abaſe himſelf 
ſo far as to ſuffer our continual diſobe- 
diences ? why docs he reſtrain his anger ! 
why does he not reduce theſe worms of 
the earth into duſt, that preſume to reſiſt 
their creator ? but becauſe he defires that 
our unworthineſs ſhould ſerve to make his 
mercy reſplendent. He abaſes his majeſty, 
conceals his power, and becomes to us a 


the human heart, ſo rebellious to the divine 
will. This made St. Paul ſay theſe terrible 
words, admiring man's obſtinacy : uo 
bau not that the bounty of God leadeth thee 
to penance? but according to thy hardneſs 
and impenitent heart, thou treaſureſt up lo 
thyſelf wrath in tbe day of wrath, (Rom. xi. 


was La Hr — — — — — — 


V. There is no vice more contrary, not 


nature 
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nature of man, who being ſubject to change, 
can pals from evil to good, and be govern- 
ed by reaſon, than this invincible obſtinacy. 
The angels had no remedy after their ſin, 
becauſe they are naturally incapable of 


changing, when they have orice choſen; . 


and it had been unprofitable to have given 


them more leiſure, for examining the reſo- 


lution they were to take; ſince they knew 
at firſt . every thing they could have known 
in a longer ſpace of time. But man, be- 
cauſe of the dependance he has of the 
body ; not ſeeing things all at once, has 
need of time for conſidering them : hence 
it is, that he may know his wanderings, 
change his reſolutions, and correct what 
he has done amiſs, Thus when he hardens 
his heart, he renders himſelf, contrary to 


his own nature, like thoſe rebellious angels, 


remains like them inflexible in ſin, and 
juſtly ſuffers the ſame puniſhment after his 
death ; ſince he had the ſame obduracy in 
his life time. 12 | 

An adherence to our own judgment and 
will, is the common ſource of ſo great an 


evil: we do not ſufficiently know the fatal 
conſequences of this vice; we even make 


it ſometimes paſs for virtue; but if we are 
not careful to correct it in due time, we 
become by degrees fo attached to our own 
ſenſe, in the groſſeſt errors, as if they 
were the cleareſt truths; and fall at laſt 


into an entire obſtinacy, like that of devils. 
VI. Hence 
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VI. Hence ariſe divers forts of obdurs. ſv" 
cies, which lead, as it were, by ſo many ſW/” 
degrees, to that infernal obſtinacy. For (WW "" 
firſtly, the habit of following only our on N 
lights, renders a man leſs faithful in ob. Wit 
ſerving the law of God; and he more eaſily iſ 
takes the liberty of ſinning, though he does 
it not yet without ſcruple, but by his fre- 
quent failings, and the little care he takes 
to amend, he falls into an interior weakneſs; 
he would gladly be able to leave that ſtate, 
but he finds no diſpoſition in himſelf for 
weeping for his paſt faults; though he ac. 
knowledges them, and has ſome inclination 
to deteſt them. This evil is not alſo without 
remedy, but methinks the moſt efficacious ot 
all is to caſt ourſelves at the feet of Jeſus cru 
cified; to humble ourſelves before him, 23 
far as lies in our power, with an entire diff. 
dence of ourſelves; and earneſtly to be- 
ſeech him to make appear, in ſoftening the 
hardneſs of our hearts, the divine virtue 
of his precious blood. | 

I have known a finner, who, being wil- 
ling to forſake his ſin, and not able to be- 
wail it as much as he deſired, left his houſe 
one day, oppreſſed with grief, without 
knowing whither he went, to ſeek ſome 
conſolation : as he went out, he found 4 
poor man at his gate, whofe miſery appeat- 
ed extremely great; he was moved thereby, 
and remembering that our Lord had faid, 
that he would conſider as done to * 
3 | | What 
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hat one ſhould do 0 the leaft of his bre- 
en, (Matt. xxv. 40.) he returned into 
his houſe with that poor man : and giving 
him alms, he caſt himſelf at his feet, as 
oh. Mit he had been in the preſence of Chriſt; 


ſily in that humble poſture he ſaid in his heart 
0M to Chriſt, whom faith made him behold. in 


re. the perſon of the poor man-: Lord Jeſus 
ke thou art in this poor man; O that I could 
{;  Weive thee my heart! but it is ſo hard that I 
te, ¶ dare not offer it to thee, and thou wouldſt 
for N not receive it: accept in the mean time of 
ac. this bread which 1 can give thee at preſent, 
| and make of my heart, in time coming, 
whatever thou pleaſeſt. This humility. was 
lo efficacious, that he immediately felt his 
heart ſoftened and his eyes bathed in tears, 
and God beſtowed on him afterwards very 
great favours. . | 5 
VII. When we negle& to remedy the 
firſt obduracy, we fall into the ſecond, 
which conſiſts in loving ſin, in living in it 
with a falſe peace, and in being willing to 
perſevere, therein. We know the evil, but 
we have no inclination to bewail it, nor re- 
lclution to reſiſt it; and man then is much 
more ſenſible of the pleaſure of ſinning, 
than of the experience of his miſery. 
3 Thoſe who are in this ſtate, being on 
. een of ſtifling their ſmall remains of 
good ſentiments, have need in the firſt 
d, place to frequent the ſacraments ; that, by 
1f MW eften_renewing in themſelves the ſpirit of 
TM grace, 
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grace, they may acquire ſtrength neceſſary 
for reſiſting - ſin. Secondly, they ought to 
ſubmit themſelves to the conduct of a pru- 
dent confeſſor, who, knowing their temp- 
tations, inclinations, and affections ; and 
the occaſions they are in, may apply ſuita. 
ble remedies to their diſorders. For if thok 
remedies are then neglected, the {inner wil 
ſoon arrive at the height of obduracy, where. 
in his evil will be incurable; becaule he is in- 
ſenſible, and refuſes all remedies. Here follows 
the third and laſt degreee of hardneſs of heart, 
Then the ſinner can no longer {ſuffer ei- 
ther counſel or reproof ; he is aſhamed to 
amend, glories in his obſtinacy, and arrives 
at ſuch a point of it, that if he had before 
conceived any deſign of changing his lite, 
an advice or exhortation thereto, would bee- 
nough to hinder him from doing it. He looks 
upon the moſt charitable correction, as an 
affront ; the moſt wholſome advice, as vio- 
lence done him, and he rather chufes to 
renounce all fear of God, than the leaſt 
human reſpe&t. | 
If a man that is in ſuch a deploradie 
ſtate, uſes not his utmoſt endeavours for 
departing from thence; he builds a brazen 
wall between God and himſelf, accuſtoms 
himſelf to his wounds, and becomes ſo cor- 
rupted, that he turns his remedy into poiſon, 
and the good that is offered him often does 
him more injury than the evil he has com- 
mitted, Such formerly was Pharaoh, oY 
obdu- 
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obduracy increaſed daily, by the prodigies 
he beheld. Such were the Jews, of whom 
ſſaiab foretold, that feeing they ſhould: not 
e, who were ſo blind as to oppoſe their 
owh cure, whom the inſtructions and bene- 
fits of Chriſt rendered ſtill more criminal, 
and who became more wicked, by every 
thing that was capable of making them 
become better. Would to God that this ob- 
duracy had ended with them! but, alas! it is 
ſtill to be found tothis day amongſt chriſtians; 
and though our Saviour feels it not in hea- 
ven, Whither ſorrow does not aſcend, it is 
certain, that it was preſent to his mind 
when he lived on earth, and that he was 
even more concerned thereat, than with 
Bacfthe Fewer: 7 ooo op nn 
To abandon men to their paſſions, and 
to allow them to fin as much as they pleaſe, 
is the moſt dreadful chaſtiſement of the 
wrath of God, and the beginning of that 
eternal dereliction, which is to continue in 
hell. This hardneſs of heart is the ſource 
of all great evils: *twas it that faſtened the 
ſon of God to the croſs, that perſecuted 
the church, that made hereſies ſpring up, 
that corrupted fo many ſouls, and ſpread 
lo many errors againſt the faith, and law 
of God, In a word, it is the mother of 
damnation, that brings forth children for 
hell. But fince Chriſt by his preſence could 
not overcome the obduracy of the Fews z 
what ought not he to fear, who far from 
EO that 
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that divine Saviour, ſpends his life in ob- 
duracy, in the arms of the devil ? 


n a as . 


1 
* v * — * 


CONTEMPLATION 
| On Chriſt concerning obduracy. 


| Jeſus! meek and humble of heart, 
ſon of the living God, Lord and ma- 
ſter of my ſoul, powerful and charitable 
phyſician! thou haſt no leſs power to heal 
my evils, than patience to bear with them, 
fince thou beareſt with them only that thou 
mayſt cure them. Permit them not to 
augment, to become incurable, nor to fe. 
_ parate me for ever from thee, O my falva- 
tion and life! Thou knoweſt how many 
reaſons I have for diſtruſting myſelf, and 
for imploring thy mercy continually, Con- 
tinual dangers of loſing thee ariſe in me, 
and I cannot be ſaved but by thee, 
Thou haſt ſaid that @ goed may out of the 
grod treaſure of his heart brings forth good 
things; and an evil man, out of an evil trea- 
fure, brings forth evil things (Mat vii, 38.). 
Who is truly good, O Lord! if thou ert 
not; and who is truly bad, if I be not fo? 
It is from my heart that all the evils pro- 
ceed which thou beholdeſt and beareſt with; 


thoſe affect tions which remove me from 


thee; 
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jb. Mihee 3 chat interior deafneſs which hinders 
me from hearing thy voice; that obſtinacy _ 
which renders me rebellious to thy orders; 
that tepidity which makes me loſe the re- 
liſh of thy truths; that negligence in thy 
ſervice, and all the other faults which diſ- 
pleaſe thee in me. 

My ruin has no other ſource than my 
own heart; and yet this ſource by force of 
flowing and caſting cut all its impurity, 
becomes at laſt clear, pure, and agreeable 
to thy eyes! But alas, O Lord! it con- 
tains much more corruption than it expels; 
and ſo there is always ſomething to be pu- 
. rifed, and all the evil it has not and pro- 
"1 Wl duces not, is a gift of thy grace. For when 
o withdraw from thee, I am capable of all 
c. WW evil, and unworthy of any good, As thou 
haft given me a heart proportioned to the 
7 Wl greatneſs of thy bleſſings, when it is empty 
0 il of them, there is no evil but what finds 
place therein. Aſſiſt me, O divine virtue! 
„and come to my help: for the abyis of my 
miſery cannot be filled, but by the abyſs of 
thy mercy; and thou alone canſt expel 
from my heart, the poiſon that has entered 
therein. | | TIER: 
) II. O my creator | who haſt formed me 
rt of the ſame. maſs as the reſt of ſinners, I 
am a greater ſinner than others; or if I am 
ess fo; it is to thee that Iam indebted for 
3 W f. The Jews were and are yet to this day 
n I the children of: Adam as we are: thou ho- 
3 nouredſt 


1 
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nouredſt them with thy promiſes, and 
heapedſt thy favours upon them: thou 
livedſt amongſt them, and taughteſt them 
thy divine truths: thou wroughteſt thy 


wonders before them, and ſhewedſt them 


in thyſelf the perfection of all virtues, and 
the accompliſhment of all the prophecies; 
and they knew thee not. 

Thou ſhoneſt continually before their eycs, 
O eternal light! and their darkneſs increaſed 
daily: thou diſcoveredſt their faults to 
them, and they ſaw them not: thou endea- 
vouredſt to gain them by the attractives of 
thy ſweetneſs, - and they became more in- 
tractable thereby: thou wouldſt have en- 
tered into their hearts, and they ſhut the 
door thereof upon thee. Thou wenteſt in- 
to their houſes, ſpokeſt to them with good. 
neſs, and healedſt their diſeaſes; and they 


refuſed to acknowledge thee. They even 
hated thy light, thy truth, thy works, thy 


lite, thy perſon, and prefer red their own 
evils to thy bleſſings. '- Thou deploredſt 
their miſery, and they rejoiced - therein : 
thou labouredſt to withdraw them from it, 
and they remained always more attached 
thereto: and this attachment made them 
ſhun both the phyſician and the remedy. 

Is it poſſible, O divine Jeſus ! that dark- 
neſs ſhould be ſtronger than light; that it 


| ſhould increaſe. near thee, and that thou 


ſhouldſt | endeavour in vain to diſpel it? 
Thou couldſt not overcome the obduracy 


of 
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1d of the Jews, neither by the benefits thou 
ou Mbeſtowedſt upon them, nor by the evils 
m from which thou deliveredſt them, nor by 
mne eternal pains with which thou threat- 
m Mnedit them, nor by the charms of thy pre- 
d Micnce and converſation. From whence 
comes that, O Lord? is thy power dimi- 
niſhed, and is that fountain of living wa- 
ter dried up? Thou diedſt for them; they 
are waſhed in thy blood, and are not ſoft- 
ened thereby; and they ſtill perſiſt with 
their poſterity, in the ſame obſtinacy. They 
invoke thee, pray to thee, praiſe thee, and 
„acknowledge thee for their God, in the ho- 
- icriptures which they have in their 
e hands; therein they read continually thy 
1- vords, benefits, and wonders; and will 
I. neither acknowledge nor love thee, How 
can I behold this terrible puniſhment, O 
my God! and not tremble for myſelf? _ 
III. No perſon has done violence to them, 
none has either blinded or hardened them ; 
they have blinded themſelves, they have 
hardened themſelves. Hell has known thee, 
O Lord! the devils have trembled at thy 
ord, death has obeyed thee, the beaſts _ 


n ad elements have heard thy voice; hea- 

Nen which had been ſhut againſt the juſt; 
Fass opened at thy command, to receive the 
it Wood thief: and hearts whom thou crea- 
u edſt tor thyſelf, who are thy proper abode, 
ud whoſe happineſs thou art, know thee 
7 Vol II. 


8 8 not, 
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not, hear thee not, deſire thee not, and re. 
ceive thee not. 

W hat ſhall become of me, O0 my God! 
if thy grace abandons me? How many 
times have I felt in myſelf this interior ob- 
duracy; and if it has not yet ruined me, 
is it not an effect of thy mercy ? No ſooner 

was I born, than thou filledſt me with thy 
grace. How many times ſince haſt thou 
called, urged, and ſolicited me ? How ma- 
ny misfortunes and dangers haſt thou 
ſhewed me, for obliging me to return to 
thee ? How many ſins haſt thou pardoned 

me ? how often haſt thou borne with me? 
how many holy truths haſt thou taught me? 
how many graces haſt thou granted me! 
Whence comes it then that I am {0 mi- 
ſerable? 

I complain not of thee, O Lord! | 
know that my evil proceeds ſrom myſelf 
alone. Thou art always with me, but | 


am not with thee: I confeſs my faults tol 


thee, but do not amend them. I receive 
thy holy body, I keep it within me; and 


yet I hear thee not, love thee not, and 


find thee not. O divine Jeſus! my obdu: 
racy is greater than that of the Jews. But 
they believed not in thee, and I believe that 
thou art the ſon of the living God ; they 
received thee not, and I receive thee. It is 
true that I ceaſe not to live in my ſins, * 
entertain my imperfections, and: to remain 
in my miſeries: and — O my coy 
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[ {till love them: for if I hated them tru- 
ly, I ſhould be delivered from thence. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord! ſoften the 
obduracy of my heart, permit it not to 
augment, ' and to ſeparate me from thee. 
Caſt thy eyes upon this ſinner, who is the 
work of thy goodneſs, and the price of thy 
blood; and ſince fire breaks ſtones, break 
the obduracy of my heart by the fire of thy 


love. 


IV. Thou canſt not ſay, O Lord! that 


thou haſt the will to do it, but haſt not the 


power. The ſinful woman in the goſpel 


had a hardened heart, but it was ſoftened 


at thy feet : are thoſe ſacred ſeet leſs pow- 
erful now than they were then? She lov- 
ingly embraced them, and for my part I 
find them pierced with nails and ready to 
diffuſe over me the virtue which proceeds 
from thence. If ſhe obtained her conver- 


fon by the tears wherewitrſhe bathed them, 


thou canſt, O Lord! make mine flow a- 
bundantly, and thus diſpoſe me for the o- 
ther graces thou deſigneſt me. Her heart 


ſighed after thee; mine alſo ſighs; but if 


my ſighs are not fervent enough, —_ | 


them with what is wanting. 

Be not thou hardened, O my God! to- 
wards this poor ſinner, ha defires nothing 
ſo much as to be able to melt with love 


for thee. St. Peter was ſo obſtinate in re- 


nouncing thee, that if thou hadſt not look- 
ed upon him, he would have renounced 
G 2 thee 
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thee ſtill : but he was ſoftened and convert. 
ed by a ſingle motion of thy eyes. Have 
thoſe eyes then loſt the virtue of mollify. 
ing hearts? Caſt upon me ſuch a look, 0 
father of mercy! and I ſhall be healed 
What was the thief's obduracy, when be 
was crucified with thee ? He had offended 
thee all his lite, and blaſphemed thee alſ 
at his death : but the virtue of thine chang. 
ed him in a moment, and opened paradiſe 
to him. 0 
Muſt I be the only perſon that ſhall not MW" 
experience the power of him, who, being He 
exalted from the earth, draws all to himſelf? f 
Remember me, O Lord! tho* I be ſo fr 
unhappy as to forget thee. Thou didſt not Ne 
wait for Paul's praying to thee, when breath. 
ing nothing but threats and flaughter, he 0 
ſecuted thy faithful ſervants in hatred of th 
name (Acts ix. 1.). He was rer t 
and mollified by that very name he perſe- * 
cuted, and became a veſſel of election to" 
carry that divine name to all nations. He 
cried out ſhortly after: I live, now not J: If 


loved thee ſo fervently, as to have the con- 
fidence to affirm, that there was neither 
any thing in heaven, nor on earth, nor in 
hell that could tear from his heart the love 
wherewith he burnt for thee. Allow me to 
cry out with him, Lord what wilt thou have 

ne to do? And with David, teach me to do 


thy will : conduct me nie the 'path of thy com- 
MANaMents ; ; 
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+ Mnandments ; and under the ſhadow of thy wings 


protect me. (Pf. cxlii. 10. cxviii. 35. xvi. 9.) 

V. But what will it avail me, O {ſweet 
jeſus! to beg of thee that tenderneſs of 
heart I deſire, if I harden myſelf, if I ren- 


der myſelf deaf and inſenſible to every thing 


that is moſt neceſſary for me. I find thee 


hard only when I am far from thee ; and 
thou art meek and eaſy to receive me when 


[return to thee. I cannot complain of thy 
conduct towards me: I ought on the con- 
trary to bleſs thee always, O Lord! be- 
caufe having come to thee, loaded with 
fins, obdurate and dejected, I returned 
from thee comforted, mollified, and full of 
confidence. 

I will confeſs it before thee, O Lord ! to 
my own confuſion, and to the glory of thy 
mercy. When, overlooking my miſerice, 
thou permittedſt me to approach to thee, 
and to embrace thy feet; when thou vouch- 
ſafedſt to hear the words which proceeded 
from my lukewarm heart, beſeeching thee 
for thy love; did I ever find thee hardned 
or deaf to my prayer? Thou haſt always 
ſeemed to have forgotten my unworthineſs, 
haſt ſpoken to my heart, and haſt ſuffered 
me to treat with thee, as with an equal : 
at that moment 1 felt myſelf warmed with 
thy love, and ready to do thy will in all 
things; I regretted the time I had not em- 
ployed in loving thee; my greateſt deſire 
was to be conſumed with thy love; I mor- 
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tally hated every thing that had ſeparated 


me from thee, and from thoſe ſweetneſſes 
thou madeſt my ſoul ſenfible of. Thou 
knoweſt, O Lord! what thou taughteſt me 
at that time interiorly, without noiſe or 


words; and as for me I know that all the | 


pleaſures of life have nothing in them that 
approaches to one of thoſe happy moments, 
If falling back again into my firſt extra- 
vagancies I had loft the reliſh of thy pre- 
fence, and oppreſſed afterwards, with the 
weight of my corruption, I had returned 
to thee in order to be comforted; I found 
thee the ſame, always eafy, mild, faith ſul, 
and merciful. What is become of that ſen- 
timent, O eternal ſweetneſs ? where have 
loſt it ? When at that very time, for my 
good, thou didſt hide thy face from me, 
and inſpire me with the ardor of ſighing 
after thee, of ſeeking thee, and of enquir- 
ing for thee of every creature; thou didſt 
not allow me to ſigh long, being nearer me 
than I imagined ; I immediately beheld the 
light again, and found myſelf wholly 
changed. Then forgetting my. baniſhment 
and miſery, I united myſelf cloſely to thee, 
reſolving never to forſake thee more. 
Whence comes it that I have forſaken 
thee again, O thou God of my foul? Who 
has been able to ſeparate me from thee ! 
Why have I deprived myſelf of ſo great 
a bleſſing? How have I fallen back again 


into obduracy ? Is it not a greater evil to 
| . es 
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become hardened, after having received ſo 
many marks of thy goodneſs, than if I had 
never experienced it ? I implore thy mer- 
ey, O my ſaviour! ſuffer me no more to 
depart from thee, nor to be blinded by my 


Town will, in the midſt of fo great a light, 


leſt J ſleep at laſt in the hardneſs of my 
heart. Tho” I deſerve not the bleſſings of 


| thy ſweetneſs, which I have ſo often loſt 


by my own fault ; at leaſt refuſe me not 
the knowledge of my own miſery, and of 
the need I have of thy help, for fighting 
againſt myſelf. Give me ſtrength to beat 
this heart continually, more hard than iron ; 
that J may at leaſt preſerve a regret for the 
bleſſings I have loſt, and a hatred of the 

evils I have committed. | 
VI. Give me thy love, O divine Jeſus ! 
and engrave it ſo deep in my heart, that I 
may truly ſay, as thy apoſtle did; who al 
ſeparate me from the charity of Feſus Chriſt ? 
Is there any thing in the world that deſerves 
my love, and that can indemnity me for the 
lols of thine ? WhenT loſe thee for a friend, 
for any intereſt, or for a pleaſure, what ad- 
vantage do I reap from thence? It I re- 
nounce thy love, for avoiding a little pain, 
I am immediately carried away by the love 
of other things, which gives me a thouſand 
diſpleaſures. If I forſake thee for my 
friends, I ſoon experience their infidelity. 
If I ſeek to divert myſelf, or take any plea- 
G 4 {ure 
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ſure without thee, I find myſelf in the end 


full of trouble and ſadneſs. If I leave off 
praying out of remiſsneſs and tepidity, ! 
tall into temptation, In fine in what man- 
ner foever I loſe thy love, I remain de- 


prived of thy bleſſings, languiſhing 1 in thy | 


tervice, and earneſt in ſatisfying my cor- 
rupt inclinations. | 

Is it poſſible, O my God ! that any crea- 
ture in the world ſhould be able to ſeparate 
me from thee, and from thy divine com- 
munications? If I compare the time ] 
tpend in ſhameful amuſements, the repent- 
ance remaining after them, and the mean- 
neſs of thoſe things with which my heart is 


poſſeſſed, with the ſweetneſs and treaſures I 


loſe in forſaking thee ; alas, how miſerable 
ſhall I find myſelf! ! And what compleats 
my miſery, is that I ſee it, comprehend it, 
and know not what detains me, nor what 
is the fatal weight that hinders me from run- 
ning after the odor of thy perfumes. Ah, 
Lord! let nothing ſeparate me from thy 
charity! and ſince obedience, meekneſs, 
and humility are the ways which lead to 
thee, and the propereſt remedies for keal- 
ing me, I beg them of thee with all my 
heart. Humble me as much as thou pleat- 
eſt; make me diffident of myſelf, and care- 
ful to amend; that, as I owe thee already 
all that I am, and all that I hope for here- 
after, I may alſo owe to thee the cure of all 
the evils I labour under at preſent. 


When 
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When ſhall I behold thee, O my God! 
the ſovereign maſter and peaceable poſſeſſor 
of my foul? I am fo blind that I lee not 
the paths wherein I walk, nor the dangers 
am daily in of falling down the precipice 
nor do I even ſo much as deſire thee to 
deliver me from thence. But thou, O 


Lord! haſt no need of being inſtructed) 


| from whom nothing is hidden, and who 


clearly ſeeſt all things, do thou work the 
wonders of thy mercy in this heart full of 


miſeries. 


O Queen of angels, advocate of ſinners, 
chaſte abode of our Saviour, and charita- 
ble interceſſor for hardned hearts! our 
Lord will have me to obtain by you what 
I cannot deſerve of myſelf. Since you ſec 
the evils which obduracy produces, make 
that living water flow from the ſource of 
mercy which you have given to the 
world, that it may fall upon me, and ſoften 
at laſt the hardneſs of my heart. Ye hap- 
py domeſtics of the eternal king ! who are 
wholly penetrated with the divine love, 
permit me not-to be obſtinate and rebel- 
lious to the impreſſions of his ſpirit ; dif- 
fuſe a little of your plenitude upon me, 
and water this dry earth, that after being 
partaker here of your grace, I may be 
lo in heaven of your glory. Amen. 
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XX. SUFFERINGof CHRIST. 


The falſe judę ments that were made . his 
actions. 


H E obduracy of the Jews produced 
ſo many other diſorders in them, 
that it is very much to be wondered that 
the patience of Chriſt was not diſcouraged 
thereby. One of their moſt conſiderable 
diſorders was, that they always judged il! 


of his perſon, words, and actions: a mani- 


feſt proof of the poiſon concealed in their 
| hearts, which by degrees ſtifled what natu- 
ral integrity remained in their minds. For 
right reaſon is naturally inclined to judge 
of things according to their appearances ; 

but what did they ſee in Chriſt that- had 
any appearance of evil? The malice of 
their hearts muſt therefore have ſtrangely 

obſcured in them the light of their minds, 
which always judges "advantageouſly of 
good, unleſs it be deceived by ſome colour 
of evil: but was there any colour of evil 


found in our Saviour's conduct? For that | 


reaſon he ſaid to them with ſo much aflu- 
rance : Who among you will convit? me of 
iin? (John viii. 46.) At that time they 
not only could not convict him thereof, 
but they could not even accuſe him of it, 
what hatred ſoever they had againſt ww 
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and they knew not what anſwer to make 
him. | 

II. When they made it a crime in him, 
to heal the ſick on the Sabbath-day, he 
confounded them in ſuch a manner, that 
they durſt not reproach him for it any 
more. They blamed him becauſe he called 
God his father; but he proved himſelf to 
be the ſon of God fo clearly by his works, 
that they remained dumb. Anas, the high 
prieſt, having aſked him an account of his 
doctrine, our Saviour referred the matter 
to thoſe who had heard him {peak in pub- 
lic, though they were his enemies; and 
the Zews being unable to lay any crimeto 
his charge before Carphas, but what was 


manifeſtly falſe, reſolved to oppreſs him by. Pen 


their ſeditious outcries. | : 

Thoſe who had more favourable opinions 
of Chriſt, regarded him only as a holy pro- 
phet : others judged of him, every one ac- 
cording to their private humour and diſpo- 
ſitions. If he was with ſinners, though 
his converſation was always holy, and tho? 
he ſought nothing but their ſalvation, yet 
he paſſed for one that loved to eat and drink 
with them. Some ſaid that his, doctrine 
was new, according to the cuſtom of the 
corrupt world, which treats every thing as 
novelty, that oppoſes its old errors, and its 
ancient diſorders. Others feeing him fol- 
lowed by a great crowd of people, who 
were deſirous of hearing his word, and ſee- 


ing 
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ing his miracles, they accuſed him of be- 
ing a ſeditious perſon, and a diſturber of 
the public peace. Many judged, that he 
ought not to teach publicly, but in pri- 
vate and in houſes, for avoiding tumults, 
and a concourſe of people. 

Behold what the world is, it is ſtill the 
lame at this day as it was then. It ap- 
proves of crowds of people at profane 

aſſemblies, and dangerous ſhews; and blames 
them in the church, at the word of God, 
at the ſacraments, and at the moſt ſacred 
ceremonies, We muſt not wonder thereat; 
it eſteems what maintains its vices, and 
condemns what deſtroys them. 

In fine, they arrived at ſuch a pitch of 
wickedneſs, that, not being able to deny 
the miracles of our Saviour, they attribu- 
ted them to a ſecret commerce with the 
devil; and thus they made him the author 
of ſo many wonders, whoſe will they fol- 
[owed in all things. 

IH. This contradiction was much more 
ſenſible to Chriſt, than it would have been 
to any ordinary man. 

For, in the firſt place, he of whom the 
world judges amiſs, does not always know 
it; and he is often deceived by the diſſimu- 
lation of thoſe who deſpiſe or hate him, 
pretending to honour, or love him. But 
our Lord beheld the bottom of their hearts, 
he diſcovered the moſt hidden ſentiments 
of his cnemies, and their deſigns of deſtroy- 
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ing him; and what touched him much 


more than the injuries done to himſelf, was 
the obſtacles they brought to all the bleſ- 


ſings he deſigned to beſtow on them. For 
as love gives 'us a lively feeling of every 


thing that can hurt thoſe perſons we love, 
and as thoſe paſſionate judgments fell back 
upon thoſe that judged ill of Chriſt, ſo the 


love he had for them and for their ſalva- 


tion, rendered him infinitely ſenſible of the 


injury they did to themſelves. | 
In the ſecond place, the grandees of the 


world, though they be moſt expoſed to 
public cenſure, are nevertheleſs, generally 
ſpeaking, the moſt ſparingly dealt with; 
becauſe. they are the moſt powerful, their 
protection is ſought after, and their diſplea- 


ſure is feared. He that deſpiſes them in 


his heart, often commends them in their pre- 
ſence; and ſometimes praiſes them for the 
very things for which he deſpiſes them. 


Every one at leaſt diſſembles the bad opi- 


nion he has of them, either out of reſpect 


to their dignity, or fear of their power. 


But Chriſt, for the example and conſola- 
tion of his ſervants, who were to imitate 
him in that kind of ſuffering, was pleaſed 
to undergo the unjuſt judgments of the 
world, with all the circumſtances that 
could augment the pain thereof ; and he 
ſuffered people to ſay to his face, without 


any reſervation, the moſt diſadvantageous 
things they thought of him, 
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In fine, men commonly find in their 
good intentions, wherewith to comfort 
themſelves in the bad judgments that are 
paſſed upon them, even when they give 
occaſion thereof, by the defects that are to 
be found in their actions. But beſides our 
Saviour's intentions being always upright, | 
his works were ſo irreproachable, that tho' 
he had been capable of any bad deſign, the 
moſt critical and ſevere reaſon could never 
have diſcovered it in his exterior conduct, 
ſo holy, equal, and regular it was; and 
yet we daily ſee, that a bad intention can- 
not be long concealed, and that ſome mark 
of it appears exteriorly at laſt. 

It is eaſy to be ſeen in many places of 
the Pſalms, how much {orrow theſe judg- 
ments occaſioned Chriit, when he ſays to 
God, by the mouth of David: (Pſ. xlii. 1.) 
Judge me, O God! and diſcern my cauſe from 
the nation not holy, from the unjuſt and de- 
ceitful man deliver me. (Pl. xxv. 1.) Fudge 
me, O Lord! becauſe I have walked in my 
innocenq - Prove me, O Lord! and try 
me; burn my veins and heart. Becauſe thy 
mercy is before my eyes; and I am well pleaſed 
in thy truth, He complains alſo in the 
Goſpel, that the Jews put a bad conſtruc- 
tion upon every thing he did; andhe ſaid 
plainly to themſelves; Fudge not, that ye 
may not be judged (Matt. vu. 1.); and by 
one of his apoſtles he ſays, that judement 

without 
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without mercy ſhall come upon him, who has 
not ſhewn mercy. (James ii. 13.).. 

IV. It thoſe, who fo readily judge others, 


conſidered the injury they do themſelves, 


and the chaſtiſements they bring upon them- 
ſelves, they would no doubt be more re- 
ſerved in their judgments. For whether 
they judge the good actions of others in 
rigor, or condemn the bad without mercy, 
they ought to be aſſured, that the ſame 
judgment waits upon themſelves. But if 
they ſhouid judge that bad which is good, 
let them hear the judgment of the apoſtle, 
(Rom. xiv. 4.) Who art thou that judgeſt 
another man's ſervant £ For wherein thou 
judgeſs another, thou condemneſt thyſelf : for 
thou deſk the ſame things which thou judgeſt 


(xi. 1.). Or at leaſt, adds St. Chryſoſtom, 
explaining this place, thou judgeſt amiſs of 
thy brother's actions, only becauſe thou 
feeleſt the ſame inclinations in thyſelf, which 


thou thinkeſt thou ſeeſt in him. 

When an. impatient man, for example, 
ſees another ſuffer any thing with meekneſs, 
he judges of him by himſeif, and deter- 
mines that it is not an effect of patience, 
but a mere diſſimulation. The impious 


and luke-warm look upon him as a hypo- 


crite, who appears aſſiduous in prayer and 
other chriſtian duties; becauſe they judge 
that they themſelves could not do as much 
but out of hypocriſy. The wicked attri- 


bute all the good works, which they fee 


good 
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good people perform, to hatred, anger, 
baſeneſs, pride, difſimulation, or to ſome 
other vice which they feel in themſelves : 
for bad judgments proceed generally from 
the bad inclination which 1s in the heart of 
him that judges. Experience ſhews it but 
too often. The ſame good work, by which 
one man 1s edified, another is ſcandalized. 
Faſting, prayer, and pious converſations, 
daily produce oppoſite judgments z and 
there is no other cauſe of it, but that men, 
by judging in this manner, do not follow 
the light of their minds, but the diſpoſi- 
tion of their hearts; and the worſe it is, 
the more advantageous are their judgments 
to their neighbour. 

If two perſons ſee a bad action done, 
the one will be touched with compaſſion 
thereon, and will endeavour to remedy and 
conceal it, the other will be for having it 
publiſhed and puniſhed. Thus the ſame 
thing will excite mercy in the one, and ven- 

eance in the other. 

It is therefore true, according to St. Paul's 
words, that he who judges ill of another, con- 
demns himſelf ; becauſe he difcovers there- 
by, that he has at leaſt the root of evil in 


himſelf which he blames in his brother; 


and that, if God aſſiſts him not with his 
grace, he will fall into the ſame ſins, which 
he believes him guilty of, whom he con- 


demns.. 
Altho' 
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Altho' we ought not to judge that good 
which is manifeſtly bad, ſince ſuch a judg- 
ment would be contrary to that of God; 
yet it is certain, that we muſt always judge 
with ſo much precaution and reſervation, 
that ſelf- love and corruption of our hearts 
may have no ſhare therein; otherwiſe, by 
judging our neighbour, we fhall condemn 
ourſelves. | 

V. When we know ourſelves ſubject to 
that fault, we ought frequently to think, 
in the preſence of God, that we are more 
wicked than thoſe whom we judge ; and 
that if we commit not all the evil which 
human wickedneſs is capable of, it is an 
effect of the divine grace. This thought 
is neither falſe nor unjuſt: for it is certain 
we ſhould not find ſo much evil in others, 
but becauſe we are full of it ourſelves. But 
if we cannot ſuſpend our judgments, let 
us be at leaſt upon our guards to reſtrain 
our tongue; that this malignity, remaining 
concealed, may not ſcandalize any one. 

We muſt likewiſe turn all the bad judg- 
ments againſt ourſelves, which come into 
our minds againſt our neighbour, acknow- 
ledge in ourſelves that corrupt root which 
produces them, and always ſeek the means 
of excuſing others; and if we find no ex- 
cuſe for them, let us acknowledge, in the 
preſence of God, that we are worſe than 
they, ſince we reſiſt him with all the Know- 
ledge he gives us: and that if thoſe _ 
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who ſeem ſo imperfect to us, had the 
lights we have, and if they ſaw their own 
faults, as we ſee them, they would amend 
themſelves, and become better than we 
are. | 
Thoſe that are obliged by the duty of 
their charge, to judge and correct others, 
ought firſt to humble and condemn them- 
ſelves in their own heart, that they may 
not afterwards judge their brethren without 
the fear of God. 
Let all, in fine, be perſuaded, that thoſe 
whom God preſerves from the fins where- 
into they might fall, owe him ſtill more 
gratitude, than thoſe whom he pardons at- 
ter committing them: as I am more obli- 
ged to the man that prevents me from be- 
ing wounded, than to him that cures me of 
a wound I have received. 

This makes St. Auguſtin ſay, (Enar. in 
Pf. cxx.) „That God pardons us all the 
* ſins we were able to commit, and ſhould 
have committed, if he had not prevent- 
ed us by his grace; and that one man 
commits. no crime which another might 
not commit, if he were not preſerved 
from thence by him who made him 
man.“ Thus every one may with Ju- 
ſtice believe himſelf as wicked as he wito 
appears ſo to him; ought to give thanks 
to God if he does not fall into all thoſe dis- 


cc 


on 


orders into which he ſees others fall, and 
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earneſtly entreat him not to permit him to 
fall into them. 

VI. From whence we may alſo draw 
this conſequence, that the ſervants of God 
ought not to be diſquieted with the inconſi- 
derate judgments of men, ſince they can- 
not avoid them, and ſince the infinite ſanc- 
tity of Chriſt himſelf was not exempt from 
them. Let them be perſuaded on the con- 
trary, whenever they engage themſelves 
in the ſervice of God, that the world, not 
having ſpared the maſter in this point, 
will not ſpare the ſervants. I mean here by 
the coorld, all thoſe who, in what degree 
and condition ſoever they be, reliſh not 
the eternal truths, nor have any experience 
in virtue ; ſuch are not only the men of the 
world, but alſo eccleſiaſtics and religious, 
who forget the perfection of their ſtate. It 


is true, that thoſe who begin to ſerve God, 


are, for the moſt part, extremely ſenſible 
of the falſe judgments that are made of 
them; but when they ſhall be more ad- 
vanced, they will ſupport them without 
much difficulty. : 

Let them remember, in the mean time, 
what they owe to God, in order to encou- 
rage themſelves to be faithful, and reſo- 
lutely to follow the way he has pointed out 
to them. Let them conſider, that if the 
world judges ill of good people, it 1s not 
from the hatred it has of evil, but out of 


the deſire alone of diſcrediting virtue; for 
it 
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It loves vice, although it knows it is blame- 
able: and that it may follow it more free- 
ly, it approves it, ſupports it, elevates it, 
and even gives its name to virtue. It calls 
piety hypocriſy ; zeal paſſion ; juſtice ri- 
gor; and ſo of others; that making virtues 
paſs for vices, they may loſe their eſteem 
amongſt men, and that there may no. 
longer be any ſhame in being vicious. 

If you were of the world, ſays Chriſt to 
his apoſtles, (John xv. 10.) the world would 
love its own, but becauſe you are not of the 
world, but I have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you. If virtuous 
men were truly wicked, and ſuch as the 
world judges them, it would undoubtedly 
_ Praiſe them as it praiſes the revengeful for 
being courageous, the proud for having 
honour, and the prodigal for being liberal; 
and it would be favourable to them in thoſe 
vices which it attributes to them by its 
judgments. But becauſe the world knows 
that the conduct of the juſt is its condemn- 
ation, it hates them ; and perſecutes them 
as wicked, in order, either to draw them 
to its party, by giving them a diſguſt of 
virtue, or at leaſt to render them ſo feeble, 
by defaming them, that they may be no 
longer capable of hurting ir. 5 

But as in other things one conſiders no 
the judgment of the ignorant; ſo in what 
regards virtue, we ought to have no regard 
to the judgment of thoſe who know it not, 

and 
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and have no commerce with any thing but 
VIE. | 

I do not ſay this, that the ſervants of 
God, in order to ſupport the intereſt of 


virtue, may regard all others as wicked; 
but that they may diſcover the artifice of 


the devil, who endeavours to ſhake their 
conſtancy by human judgments ; that they 
may ſurmount this obſtacle by their pa- 
tience, pray for thoſe that perſecute them, 


in perſecuting virtue, and take theſe words 


of St. Paul for the rule of their judgments; 
{x1 Cor. iv. 3.) But as to meit is a thing of 
the leaſt account to be pudged by you, or by hu- 
man judgment : but neither do 1 judge myſelf. 
For I am not conſcious to myſelf of any thing : 
| but in this I am not juſtified, ſeeing he who 
judgeth me, 1s the Lord. | 

VII. Whereon three important advices 
may here be given. The firſt 1s, not to 
regulate our conduct by human judgments 


alone, either in good or evil. For as men 


are weak and inconſtant, they often con- 
demn and approve without reaſon, and ra- 
ther by fancy or paſſion than by the light 
of truth; and fo their approbation or con- 
demnation ought never to be in our regard, 
a ſufficient cauſe for acting, or not acting: 
beſides, by becoming ſlaves to their judg- 
ments, it would be impoſſible to ſatisfy 
every body, ſince every one has his parti- 
cular ſentiment z and whatever we * = 


\ 
4 
[i 
F 


166 XX. ſuffering of Chriſt. 
ſhall always have the diſpleaſure of diſo. 
bliging many. 

The ſecond advice is, not to confine our 
ſelves to our own lights, in what regards 
| | ourſelves, wherein we are commonly pre- 
poſſeſſed with ſelf- love. Let us have an 
= upright intention, and the fear of God; 
| | and let us afterwards, with the counſel of 
a prudent and virtuous man, whenever it 

is neceſſary, do what appears beſt to us and 
moſt agreeable to God. For we have ſuch 
preſſing obligations to ſeek to pleaſe him, 
and to labour for our own ſalvation; and we 
are likewiſe ſo miſerable, that we ought not 
to flatter ourſelves that God is ſatisfied with 
us, nor that we are juſtified before him: which 
would be attributing to ourſelves a judg- 
ment that belongs only to him, and putting 
ourſelves in danger of loſing humility. 

Tt is true, it is a temptation common to 
good people, to be deſirous of knowing 
themſelves, ſo far as to be able to judge 
with certainty of the ſtate of their fouls ; 
but God, who loves us ſo tenderly, would 
not have concealed it from us, if -it had 
been profitable for us to have known ir. 
Our affair is therefore to labour in ſerving 
God the beſt we can, without being deſir- 
ous to penetrate into what he conceals from 
us, and to believe that we always do lets 

than we ought; and that our judgment 


will never be more ſincere, more equitable, 
and 
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and more perfect, than when we judge our- 


ſelves with more ſeverity. 

The third advice is, that he who would 
preſerve the tranquility of his ſoul, among 
the judgments of men, ought to elevate 
his thoughts to God, and "conſider, that 
being governed by a wiſdom that ſees all 


things, and weighs all things in the ſcale 


of the ſanctuary, we can never loſe any 
thing that is our due; that he who judges 
us, fortifies and augments the good he ſees 


in us by his grace; ſupplies what is want- 


ing on our parts by his goodneſs ; excites 
our languor; enlightens our minds to make 
us know and avoid fin; and that he par- 
dons us our fins by his mercy, when we 
ſincerely return to him. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt, concerning the falſe judgments that 


were made of him. 


Judge infinitely wiſe ! who penetra- 
teſt the bottom of our hearts, from 


whom nothing is hidden, and whole eyes 
are always open on the good and the bad ; 
thou ſeeſt my interior, and every thing that 
diſpleaſes thee. Thou knoweſt what I owe 
thee, and how ill I ſatisfy the ä I 
ie 
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lie under of ſerving thee. Where ſhall ! 
ſhelter myſelf from thy judgment? Jf 7 
ſhall aſcend into heaven, thou art there; if I 
deſcend into hell, thou art preſent, (Pſ. cxxxviii 
8.) and thou ſhouldſt ſee me in the center 


of the earth, if I were there. Why would I | 


withdraw myſelf from thy ſight, O my 
God! It is more advantageous for me to 
be ſeen and known by thee, than to hide 
myſelf from thy eyes, even though I could 


do it; becauſe, being hidden, I ſhould re- 
main in my miſery ; and thou lookeſt upon 


me always with mercy. | 
It is true, I diſcover nothing in myſelf 
but reaſons to fear and fly thee ; but whi- 
ther ſhall I fly that I may not find thee? 
And if I find thee not, who ſhall remedy 
my evils? Caſt, therefore, thy eyes upon 
me, O my God, and my judge ! Behold 
the corruption of my heart, the induſtry 
of my enemies for ſeparating me from thee, 
my weaknels in reſiſting them, my obſtina- 
cy in offending thee, and my negligence in 
a, Bo RE | 
Judge me, O Lord! according io my juſtice, 
and according to my innocency upon me, (Pf. vii. 
9.) which is the fruit of thy labours and 
merits. Judge me according to the eternal 
love thou beareſt me; judge me according 
to what is in thee; for what is in me is 
againſt me : and if thou wouldſt have any 
good to be found in me, which might de- 
tend me againſt thy juſtice, communicate 
5 | the 
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the merits of thy blood and ſufferings to 
me. Give me thy innocence and ſanctity. 
Read in thyſelf the reaſons that juſtify me, 
and according to them pronounce ſentence 
upon me. Conſider,O Lord ! this inclination 
to fin, this oppoſition to virtue, and this 
root of all evil planted in the midſt of my 
heart : exert thy juſtice againſt it, tear ic 
up without mercy, and put in its ſtead, 
wholſome plants which may produce no- 
thing but good fruits. En 

IT. When I enter into myſelf, O divine 
Jefus! and find myſelf ſo full of maligni- 
ty, I fear thy ſight, and am obliged to ſay 
to thee with David, (Pſ. I. 11.) Turn away 
thy face from my fins : but when 1 conſider 
that thou alone canſt heal me, I am afraid 
thou wilt not vouchſafe to look upon me; 
and I fay to thee, with the fame prophet, 
(Pſ. I. 12.) Create a clean heart in me, O 


God! and every thing elſe ſhall be purified. 


Remember thou formerly ſaidſt to Noah, 


(Gen. viii. 21.) that the ſenſe and cogitation 
of man's heart are prone to evil from their 
youth, O fountain of all bleſſings! who 
haſt no leſs the power of re-eſtabliſhing 
what is fallen, than of creating what is not; 
create in me a new ſpirit, that may repair 
the ruins of my ſoul, and reſtore me the 
bleſſings I have loſt. 

Thou haſt lived amongſt men, haſt en- 
deavoured to heal their evils, haſt ſhewn 
them in thyſelf the model of all perfection, 
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and haſt omitted nothing for inſtructing ana if 


enlightening them: but thou haſt found 

them ſo corrupt, and ſo full of the mortal 
poiſon which proceeded from their heart, 
that they not only refuſed thy bleſſings, but 
alſo judged thy truths ſuch as they were 
themlelves. 

O Son of the living God! I adore that 
meekneſs and patience, wherewith thou 
haſt ſupported ſo great a malignity of the 
human heart. Methinks I am in ſome 
manner more obliged to thee for having 
vouchſafed to ſuffer ſuch unjuſt judgments, 
than for having been pleaſed to die: for 
the fury and trouble wherewith thy enemies 
were agitated, might well have drove them 
ſo far as to make thee undergo a death 
which thou deſiredſt; but they could not 
find, either in thy words or actions, any 
foundation for Judging ill of thee, and 
were ſeduced thereto by nothing but their 
own malice. - 

III. How great is thy goodneſs, to ſul: 
fer ſuch an injuſtice ! But, O divine Jeſus! 
the world judges of thee allo, at preſent, on- 
ly by itſelf. As worldly men ſeldom eat 
with their friends without committing ſome 
exceſs, they cannot imagine that thou hum 
bledſt thyſelf ſo far as to eat with _— 
in the ſole view of ſaving them. As the 
world is in commerce with the devil, by 
the continual obedience it pays him, it be- 
lieves, that it is by his aſſiſtance thou work: 
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eſt thy wonders. What does it behold in 
thee that can inſpire it with thoſe ſentiments? 
Has it ever heard thee utter ſo much as 
one unprofitable word ? Has it ever beheld 
the ſmalleſt levity in thy converſation? 
It has found nothing but what is divine 
in thy doctrine; nothing but what is true 
in thy miracles ; and nothing but what is 
edifying in thy lite : thou never ſougnteſt 
either its riches or honours ; but didſt even 
refuſe them when it offered them to thee. 
Why then does it think ill of thee, O my 
Saviour | but becauſe thou didſt vouchſafe 
to be condemned for me! Thy nails, thy 
thorns, and thy croſs, changed thieves into 
ſaints; thy wounds cured thoſe of thy exe- 
cutioners; and thy torments ſoftened thoſe 
that tormented thee. But the unjuſt judg- 
ments that were paſſed upon thee, ſerved 
only to harden thoſe wicked judges, and 
ro ſhut in them the entrance of thy light 
and mercy. Bleſſed be thou for ever, 0 


my God! for having been pleaſed to ſuffer 


ſuch great contradictions, in order to com- 
fort me when any ſuch befal me, and to 
make me know what I ought to expect 
from the malignity of men. 

IV. Behold me here before thy mercy, 
O my Saviour! Hearken to the complaints 
and ſighs of my heart. Thou ſayeſt, that 
all cur cogitations are prone to evil, and ] dai- 
ly ſee, in the conduct of the children of 
Adam, the truth of thy words: they cannot 

H 2 conſi- 
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conſider but as evils the very bleſſings thou 


beſtoweſt uPon them. I come to thee, © | 


infinite goodneſs | becauſe I cannot fly from 
myſelf but by thee. I feel in myſelf the 
fame diſorder. I look upon that as good 
which thou forbiddeſt me. What gives 
me death is the ſweetneſs of my life; and! 
ſeek comfort in what ſeparates me from 
thee. 

Thy law ſeems heavy to me, and thy 
converſation weariſome. I have always 
pain in pardoning fins, and pleaſure 1 
committing them. It is a diſpleaſure for 


me to employ my days in thy ſervice, and 


a comfort to ſpend them in vanity. I pre- 
fer the pleaſures of the body to the pure 
delights of the mind : and what ought to 
confound me ſtil] more; though I believe 
the contrary, by the faith thou preſerve 
in my heart, yet I ceaſe not from follow- 
ing the judgments of corrupt nature, which 
always draws me towards the earth. 

When wilt thou deliver me from myſelf, 
O my God ! What 1s there in me but what 
tends to evil? The very bleſſings which 
thou beſtoweſt on me, often become for me 
a ſource of bad judgments. For I ſome- 
times judge, in conſideration of thy mercy, 
that I may abandon myſelf to fin; in con- 
ſideration of thy patience, that I may per- 
ſevere in it; and in conſideration of thy 
goodneſs, that I may be ſaved, and fatisfy 
thee, by ſatisfying — Thus I am 
< 2 | wicked 
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| wicked, becauſe thou art good ; and flow 


in being converted, becauſe thou art pa- 
tient in bearing with me. I judge that I 
may reconcile the divine nouriſhment which 
thou giveſt me, with the grievous faulrs 
into which I fall ; that thy juſtice will ſpare 
me; and that I ſhall be juſtified withour 
amending my faults. In fine, I find no- 
thing in me but falſe judgments. What 
ſhall become of me, O Lord! if the good- 
neſs with which thou ſuffereſt my evils, 
does not allo extend itſelf ſo far as to heal 
them. | 


V. Thou ſeeſt, O my God! that, tho? 


ſick as I am, I feel not my diſorder; and 
that 1 glory in the little good I do, or de- 
fire, though that action and deſire proceed 
from thee. I would paſs among men for 
another perſon than I am, and I cannot 
ſuffer them to paſs any diſadvantageous 
judgment upon me, though they can never 
believe me ſo wicked as thou ſeeſt I am. 
Heal, O Lord! by thy power, thoſe ſuch 
dangerous wounds; grant that I may lift 
up my eyes to thee; illuminate them with 


thy light, that they may behold in thee the 


bleſſings I find in thee, and in myſelf the 


evils which diſpleaſe thee. 

Permit me not to be deceived, for the 
future in my judgments; grant that I may 
ſee worldly things ſuch as they are, that I 
may judge myſelf to be ſuch as I am, in 
order to deſpiſe, condemn, and hate my- 
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ſelf; and that I may judge of thee, O my 
God! as 1 ought ; that I may eſteem, fear, 
deſire, and love th: e, as my Lord, my 
judge, my father, and my ſovereign good. 
Reform the powers of my foul, ſince thou 
haſt created them for thee ; purify my 
heart, ſince thou wilt have me give it to 
thee; make this den of thieves a houſe of 
prayer; and this abyſs of miſeries the abode 
of thy divine ſpirit. 

VI. One of the moſt dangerous illuſions 
of my pride, is to ſet too great a value up- 
on. the opinion of men. Thou ſeeſt, O 
Lord! how far this vanity extends, and 
how hurtful it is to me. What good. or 
what ill can human judgments do me? 1 
am truly ſuch as thou judgeſt me, and J 
neither become better by men's efteem, nor 
worſe by their contempt.” There are none 
of them ſo wicked, as to believe ſo much 
il of me as I am capable of doing. Tho 
all creatures ſhould join together, in con- 
demning me for the fins I have committed 
_ againſt thee, they could not do me ſtrict ju- 
ſtice ; becaufe my ſins are greater, and more 
in numder, than can ever be thought of. 

What do I then complain cf; O ever 
equitable judge! I complain becauſe men 


complain of mg: I think in every thing I. 


do, on what they will think of my actions; 
I obſerve my conduct, meaſure my nio- 
tions, and weigh my words, that I may 


pleaſe them; and 1 would willingly unite 
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in my favour all their affections and commen- 
dations. But how vain is that pretenſion, 


and how far does it ſeparate me from thee, 


O my God! It weakens in my mind the 
ſpirit of prayer, poſſeſſes me with unprofi- 
table cares, gives me a thouſand diſplea- 
fures, and fills me with an infinite number 
of thoughts, diſpleaſing to thee. 

There is ſtill greater vanity in the com- 


placency I feel, when I think I have done 


or faid any thing well; when I am inform- 
ed, that people are ſatisfied with me and 
my converſation ; when I defire, with fo 
much earneſtneſs, to know what is thought 
of me; not to amend any fault I have com- 


mitted ; but for my own ſatisfaction. Hap- . 


py is the ſoul that is fo pure and diſen- 
gaged, as to neglect all theſe confidera- 
tions. : 

VII. Draw unto thee, O Saviour of my 
ſoul! all my thoughts, ſentiments, and in- 


tentions; have mercy on this diſtracted + 


heart. It is not difficult to pleaſe thee, be- 
cauſe thou art ſatisfied with a little, and 
thy goodneſs accommodates itſelf to my 
weakneſs. Thou haſt made known thy 
will to me in thoſe things which regard 
my ſalvation, leſt I ſhould go aſtray: but 
in thoſe which are of leſs importance, and 
wherein it is not neceſſary that thy will ſhould 
be clearly ſhewn me, thou art fatisfied with 
the ſincerity of my intentions, tho? they be 


not entirely conformable to thine, 
A4 When 
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176 Contemplation on XX. ſuffering. 


When thou ſeeſt me ready to fall, thou 
ſupporteſt me: If I do fall, thou helpeſt 
me up again: and how wicked ſoever I be, ! 
am never ſo very wicked, but thy goodneſs 
ſtill finds ſome reaſons for doing me good. 
I am always ſure of ſatisfying thee, O my 
God! when I am willing to do it. But 
how can I ſatisfy men who ſee not the dif- 
poſitions of my heart; very frequently 
judge of me by themſelves; and, without 


examining any thing, condemn, or approve, 


what pleaſes them ? One would have me to 


ſuffer, another would have me to be re- 


venged ; this thinks me humble, and that 
a hypocrite : I paſs in the minds of ſome 
for a coward, and in the minds of others, 
for a prudent man; but tho? I ſhould ſatisfy 
them all, what advantage ſhould I reap 
from thence, for the ſalvation of my ſoul? 
VIII. Infinite thanks be given to thee, 
O my creator and divine maſter ! for hav- 
ing been pleaſed to deliver me from al! 
theſe cares, and reducing all my thoughts 
and obligations to one only, which 1s to 
love and ſerve thee with all my heart. It 
thou hadſt obliged me not to offend any 
perſon, and to ſatisfy every one, it would 
have been impoſſible for me to have obeyed 
thee. Gather together the diſperſions of Trae! 
(Pf. cxlvi. 2.), re-unite in thyſelf alone the 
multiplicity of my deſires, and pluck from 
my heart the eſteem of human judgments, 
whether they be good or bad. Permit me 
| not 
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not to deſire to fatisfy the world which thou 
didit not ſatisfy, nor to liſten to its judg- 
ments which judged ſo ill of thee, I de- 
fire only to fatisfy thee nook, O my God 
| offer thee all that I am : + eſtabliſh thy di- 
vine preſence in my heart, elevate my mind 
to thee, that, diſengaged from every thing 
that cannot fill me with thy love, I may 
live for thee, ſpeak of thee, think of thee, 
ſigh after thee, and repoſe in thee, O my 
Jeſus! my juſt judge, my faithful friend, 
and my amiable Saviour! 


O Mother of God! full of grace, and 
full of our Lord, who 1s always with you 3 

how rich were you in the eyes of him who 
did ſuch great things in you | but how un- 
known were you to the world! J conjure 


you, by thoſe chains of pure love, which 


ſo cloſely united you to your God, your 
Lord, your ſpouſe, your fon, and your trea- 
ſure, to obtain for me the favour I beg of 


you, that my heart may remain fixed to 


him, with an upright intention, and a pure 
love; and that no creature may ever ſepa- 
rate me from him. O heavenly court! ſo 
agreeable to your king and your judge, and 
formerly condemned by, or unknown to the 
world; forget not, among the bleſſings 
ye poſleſs i in that happy country, him that 
deſires them in his exile ; that being poſ- 


lefled with the thoughts of your happineſs, 


H 5 he 


1 
1 

: 
15 
ay 
N. 
100 


Fr 


e * 
3 ET St ee Ie pores 


— 


al 
1 
a 4] 
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he may never be drawn away by the falle 
pleaſures of this life. Amen. . 


Rf, ge 4A, 
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XXI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Men's murmurings againſt him. 


ROM bad judgments commonly ariſc 
murmurings, which to good people 
are 2 pain ſo much the greater, as they 
are not accuſtomed thereto : whereas others 
are ſoftened by time and habit. Murmur- 
ing is, as it were, the executioner of bad 
judgment : ior a wicked heart cannot do 
much hurt, if it does not entruſt the tongue 
with the execution of its bad deſigns, which 
it afterwards accompliſhes, not only in diſ- 
covering what was hidden, but alſo by co- 
louring it in ſuch a manner, that there 
ſeems to be juſtice in it. As almoſt all 
men are ſubject to this vice, ſome more, 
and others: leſs; we ought not to flatter 
ourſelves with being able to avoid mur- 
murings, fince Chriſt himſelf did not avoid 
them; and ſince all the ſanctity of his per- 
ſon, and all the innocence of his lite, did 
not preſerve him from them. 

He ſuffered that perſecution with the 


ſame E as he did all others. They 
murmured 
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murmured againſt him, without any re- 
ſtraint, in the ſtreets, in public places, in 
houſes, in the ſynagogues, in the councils 

of the Jews, among the doctors of the law, 
and the chief perſons of the nation; and 
there were few meals, companies, or aſſem- 
blies, wherein they did not {peak ill of him 
and of his followers. If any one preſumed 
to defend him, he did but provoke others ; 
and their hatred was exaſperated, 1n pro- 
portion to the oppoſition 1t met with. 

They ſaid a ſinner could not work mira- 
cles; and that he was truly a ſinner, who 
obſerved not the Sabbath-day. The prieſts 
affirmed, that he was deſpiſed by the moſt 
conſiderable, and followed only by the po- 

ulace. The doors murmured, becaule 
he called himſelf the ſon of God. The 
Phariſees, who thought themſelves ſaints, 
made him paſs for an impoſtor, that had 


correſpondence with devils; they could not 


even ſuffer him to have any with ſinners, 
They made a jeſt of his diſciples, becauſe 


they were almoſt all poor, and of mean 


birth. They rallied' thoſe in a thouſand 
manners who heard his doctrine; and all 
thoſe affronts returned upon Chriſt. The 
malice of the Fews, joined to an infinite 
number of falſe circumſtances, which are 
almoſt always added to theſe ſort of diſ- 
courſes, was the cauſe of ſo many mur- 
murings, and a pain ſo ſenfivle to our Sa- 
viour, "that we owe him no leis acknow- 


ledgment, 
3 ; 
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ledgment, for not allowing himſelf to be 
withdrawn, by theſe cruel tongues, from 
his deſign of redeeming us, than for the 
very work of our redemption. 

II. We cannot comprehend, without 
having experienced it, what force this ſort 
of contradiction has for ſtaggering the will, 
for taking away the inclination of beſtow- 
ing favours on thoſe that murmur, and for | 
making us abandon the good which we have 
begun. Tho? God, always faithful in his 
promiſes, had exactly fulfilled that which 
he made to Abraham, of giving to his po- 
ſterity a land abounding in all forts of good 
things; yet he was pleaſed, to puniſh the 
murmurings of his people, that of that in- 
numerable multitude of men, whom he had 
delivered from the captivity of Egypt, there 
ſhould but two enter into the land of pro- | 
miſe. 

The ſon of God being become man, ſuffered 
all murmurings, without ceaſing to do good, 
even to thoſe that murmured: he com- 
manded his apoſtles to behave after the 
ſame manner, in the converſion of the 
world ; and adviſed them to place them- 
ſelves above murmurings, by telling them; 
that t was evough for the diſciple to be as his 
maſter, and the ſervant as his Lord. If they 
have called the maſter of the family Beelzebub, 
how much more thoſe, who are his domeſtics ? 
(Matt. x. 25.). 

It 


— 
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It is a great comfort to the ſervants of 


God, when they ſuffer calumny, to know, 
that thereby they become the ſervants of 
him who ſuffered it before them. But in 
order to preſerve that honour, and that in- 
eſtimable privilege, they ought to be faith- 
ful in imitating their maſter in this point, 
and in bearing, as he did, the murmurs of 
men. For the world being a place of mi- 
ſeries and troubles, there is no perſon but 
what is expoſed to theſe as well as to others; 
and patience alone diſtinguiſhes the ſervants 
of God from the men of the world : theſe 
ſuffer only againſt their wills, and with a 
heart ſo full of bitterneſs and impatience, 
that they often render themſelves more 


guilty, even than thoſe that make them 
ſuffer : but the ſervants of God humbly re- 


ceive the puniſhment which they think they 


deſerve, for the expiation of their fins; or, | 
if they have not deſerved them, they bear 


them joyfully; becauſe they are judged 
worthy of reſembling Chriſt, who has no 
leſs offered his bleflings to thoſe who would 


not receive them, than to thoſe who have 


received them with thankſgiving. 
III. The moſt chriſtian and efficacious 
means of confounding ſlanderers, is to in- 


ftruct them in virtue, by patience, meek- 


neſs, and- good offices. There is no time 
more unprofitably employed than that 


which is ſpent. in hindering men from 


ſpeaking. He that loves to — 
ceks 
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ſeeks not to have reaſon in what he ſays, 
but to have always what to ſay; and he 
never has a greater inclination to ſpeak, 
than when the greateſt reaſons are brought 
for his being filent. He murmured before, 
only againſt thy actions; but at preſent he 
will attack thy reaſons ; he will ſoon paſs 
on to thy intentions; and whatever thou 
ſhalt fay to him, will only ſerve to furniſh 
new matter for his murmurings. 

Silence, meekneſs, perſeverance in good, 
and a holy and prudent diſſimulation, are 
the ſtrongeſt arms that can be made uſe of 
againſt ſlander :. for if it proceeds from ma- 


lice ; it is ſufficiently puniſhed by the diſ- 


pleaſure of not being able to ſatisfy itſelf 
againſt an enemy that does not defend him- 


felf. If it proceeds from Ignorance, or a 


bad cuſtom, it 1s preſently put a ſtop to by 
ſilence, and continues not long. 

It there be any remedy for the evil that 
is ſaid of us, it is, not to regulate our con- 
duct by the diſcourſes of men, but rather 
to give them no juſt ground to blame it. 
If we regulate the intentions of our heart, 
and the actions of our life, according to 
the holy maxims of the goſpel, we ought 
to give ourſelves no trouble about what 
men ſay of us. Experience even teaches 
us, that there is no rock more dangerous 
in the way of virtue, than to conſider what 
people will ſay ; and that a man, who ſub - 
jects himſelf to this law, will not long re- 


main 


TU W 
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main faithful to that of God. For there 
are few people that have ſtrength enough for 
reſiſting a friend, a ſuperior, an equal, 
and the torrent of a great number. The 
fear of difpleaſing one ſingle man, that 
lays, againſt all reaſon, whatever comes 


into his mind, has often more power for 


dejecting us, than our moſt preſſing duties 
have for ſupporting us. 

Wherefore Chriſt ſo often foretels his 
ſervants, that they ſhall not be free from the 
reproach of unjuſt tongues; but in order 
to pleaſe him, they ought to ſhut their 
cars, and ſtick cloſe to their duties, with- 
out conſidering what is ſaid of them. Let 
not good people therefore ſuffer themſelves 


to be moved by theſe diſcourſes, but en- 
deavour to raiſe themſelves above them, by 


their conſtancy in the practice of virtue, 
IV. Chriſt faid, by the mouth of David; 

(Pſ. cxix. 1, 2.) When 1 was in tribula- 

tion I cried to the Lord, and he heard me. 


O Lord deliver my ſoul from unjuſt lips, and 


from a deceitful tougue, He gives thanks to 


God, his father, for having heard hinv 
againſt thoſe that murmured ; not by ſhut- 


ting their mouths, but by giving him 
ſtrength to ſuffer their murmurings. For 


that compleat victory of the Juſt, which | 


conſiſts in confounding injuſtice, is reſerv- 
ed to the laſt judgment; when the impious, 
who have torn them here by their ſlanders, 
may them elevated into glory, ſhall ſay ; 
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(Wi. v. 3.) Theſe are they, whom we had 


fometime in deriſion, and in a parable of re- 
proach. We ſenſeleſs eſteemed their life mad.- 
neſs, and their end without honour. Behold 
how they are counted among the children f 
God, and their lot is among the ſaints. 

The ſervants of God ought thereſore to 
be perſuaded, that it is loſing time to en- 
deavour to ſatisfy thoſe that murmur; that 
this life is ſhort, and that the beſt way is 
to ſuffer with patience, to imitate our Lord, 
and to leave every thing elſe to him. 

However this does not hinder, but that 
we may ſometimes be obliged to give a rea- 
ſon for our conduct, either in public or in 
private, when the ſalvation of our neigh- 
bour, the good of the church, and the 
glory and ſervice of God require it: but 
then we muſt do it with ſuch moderation, 
that exactly ſatisfying as far as we ought, 
we admit no paſſion therein ; and that we 
do not murmur againſt thoſe that murmur; 
otherwiſe by juſtifying ourſelves on one 
hand, we ſhall fall on the other into the 
crime of our acculers. 

But becauſe we almoſt always exceed in 
what concerns ourſelves, we ought to fol- 
low therein the advice of ſome ſervant of 
God; and take care, above all things, not 
to complain too much againſt thoſe that 
uſe us ill, and not to exaggerate the injury 
they do us: for the more juſt theſe com- 


plaints may appear, the more dangerous 
they 
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they are to the ſoul; by thus complaining, 
it loſes the purity of patience, falls into 
preſumption, diſ-edifies neighbours, weak- 
ens the vigour of charity, and attributes to 
itſelf a part of the judgment, which be- 
longs entirely to God. So that if after 
theſe complaints, it happens to enter ſeri- 
ouſly into itſelf, it will very olten find 
more to correct there, than in the tongue 


of ſlanderers, of which it makes ſo many 
complaints. It is much better at that 
time to make them to God, who ſees all 


things, deſiring none but him to be the 
witneſs of what we ſuffer, pouring out our 
hearts before him, and remembering, that 
in ſilence and meekneſs of ſpirit, there is a 
hidden treaſure of ſpiritual goods, which 
it depends only on us to find out. Happy 
is he that finds it, and enjoys in ſecret, 
that precious gift which ſlanderers are un- 
acquainted with. | 

V. Slander is an incurable diſorder : it 
1s therefore unprofitable to endeavour to 
heat it; and we ought to deſpiſe it, if we 
are defirous of preſerving the tranquility of 
our heart. For the moſt part of thoſe who 


ſlander, do it, either to divert themſelves, 


or to injure us. Thoſe that ſlander merely 


for the pleaſure of ſlandering, have little 


icruple about it, what pain ſoever they oc- 
caſion others thereby, and do not imagine 
they ſtand in need of any remedy. Their 
pleaſure is even augmented, When one is 


troubled 
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troubled at what they ſay; and they are 
ſo much the more excited to ſpeak, as one 
bears their words more impatiently. _ 
For this reaſon, the ancient philoſophers 
ſo prudently adviſed, to conſider flanders 
as ſalutary inſtructiens, and as a mirror 
which repreſents our defects to us. For 
what a friend excuſes out of friendſhip, or 
diſſembles out of conſideration, or ſees not 
out of negligence ; the ſlanderer ſpeaks it 
freely, and ſhews us clearly the vices we 
ought to be afraid of Which made St. 
Bernard ſay, (Lib. de Conſid.) That virtue 
would be weakened, and would loſe its 
whole luſtre, if it remained without exer- 
ciſe ; that ſlanderers and perſecutors are I 
they that exerciſe it; and that by ſuffering I | 
their violences, and doing them good tor i | 
evil, it becomes purer and more perfect. n 
But I know not whether I may not com- 
plain of this ſame ſaint, for having added, Wl 2 
that the religious were very ſubject to mur- I t 
t 
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muring. That vice was certainly very ſen- 
fible to him, ſince he could not reſolve 
with himſelf to conceal it. May God grant 
his grace to all thoſe that are religiovs, 
that this reproach may not fall upon them ; 
and that we may all have continually be- 
fore our eyes this ſentence of the apoſtle 
St. James, (i. 26.) Now if any one imagine 
himjelf to be religious, not bridling his tongue, 
but deceiving his heart, this man's religion 1s 
Var, 
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| CONTEMPLATION 
SM Chriſt, concerning the murmurings F men. | 


or Adore thee, O infinite goodneſs! O my 
Ny Lord and my happineſs! I give thee a 
or thoufand thanks for all the means thou 
ot makeſt uſe of, and for all the pains thou 
it ſuffereſt, in order to diſengage me from the 
e love of earthly things. If I had my eyes 
t. open, how could I remain one moment 
fixed to the world, whoſe malice is ſo great; 
that it preſumes to riſe up againſt thee, O 
my ſovereign happineſs | how could I live 
without bleſſing thee? Why am I in this 
life? Ah, Lord! put me in a place where 
[ may praiſe thee without interruption; lead 
me into the company of thoſe pure ſpirits 
who behold thee, eſteem thee, love thee, 
and adore thee; and whoſe whole occupa- 
tion is to glorify thy holy name. But till 
thou beſtoweſt this favour upon me, give 
e my heart a profound contempt of human 
t praiſes, and of all thoſe tongues that know 
„ not how to honour thee. Tho' every part 
Jof our bodies were to be changed into 
- tongues, and all the celeſtial ſpirits were to 
e join us in praiſing what thou haſt done for 
„us; what would it be in compariſon of 
„what thou art, of what thou deſerveſt, and 
Jof the love which thou haſt expreſſed for 

us? And yet this ſingle tongue which thou 


haſt 
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haſt given to each of us, is employed in 
nothing leſs than in bleſſing thee. 
Ils there any thing in thee, O thou love 
of my ſoul! but what we might and ought 
to praiſe? Why ſhould we refuſe thee 
' Praiſes ? Is it becauſe thou eateſt with {in- 
ners ? obſerveſt not the Sabbath-day ? and 
converſeſt with the poor and mean people, 
rather than with the proud and rich of the 
world ? Is it becauſe the Phariſees ſay, that 
thou art poſſeſſed with the devil, and art a 
Samaritan ? that thou haſt done no good to 
men ? that they have found nothing com- 
mendable in thee, nor have felt the effects 
of thy divine virtue? Were they not {cnſi- 
ble of thy mercy and meckneſs ? and were 
they ſo blind as to ſee nothing in thee but 
their own vices? How then, O my God 
can I deſire that the world ſhould ſee in me 
what it has not ſeen in thee ? and that it 
ſhould ſay the good of me which it did not 
ſay of thee ? | | 
Since death and life are in the hand of th! 
tongue, (Prov. xviii. 21.) and ſince the 
world has ſaid nothing of thee, who art tlie 
true life, but words of death; Lord thou 
wilt open my lips, and my mouth ſhall ſpew 
forth thy praiſe (Pſ. I. 17.). With my whole 
heart I will praiſe thy infinite greatneſs ; | 
will give thee thanks for the bleſſings thoſe 
ungrateful people have not acknowledged 
in thee. I will bleſs thee as long as I live, 
O thou life of my ſoul! becauſe they have 
mur— 


my 


d 
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murmured againſt thee, for thoſe very fa- 
yours thou beſtowedſt on them. 

I adore that charitable condeſcenſion, O 
my Saviour! which made thee converſe 
and eat with ſinners, that thou mighteſt 
oain them to thee. For, alas! what 
ſhould become of me, if thou didſt con- 
verſe only with the juſt? What hopes 
ſhould I have of obtaining the pardon of 
my fins, if I ſaw none but ſaints in thy 
company ? What would become of my 
wounds and infirmities, if thou didſt not 
enter into the houſes of the ſick ? Let the 
Phariſees ſay what they will of thee, thou 
art my falvation, my mercy, and my re- 
fuge. The table of ſinners is no leſs ſuita- 
ble to thee than that of angels; and the 
fire of thy love will allo the better diſcover 
its ſtrength on a matter that 1s hard and 
difficult to be burnt. Enter, therefore, in- 
to my heart, O God of love ! abide and 
eat with me: and ſince thou knoweſt how 
thou ſhalt be received, and the little I can 
preſent thee with, thou wilt have the good- 
neſs to bear with the poverty of this houſe. 
Every thing in it is poor, cold, and diſa- 
greeable. Thou wilt find nothing in it 
but faint deſires, corrupt works, and Ggapa- 
ble of diſguſting thee. Thou canſt” not 
however, O thou Lord of my foul ! diſ- 
penſe with thyſelf from entering therein, 
fince I deſire it; and thou inſpireſt me with 
the deſire thereof. Thou wilt put all things 
3 there 
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there in ſuch a ſtate as thou wouldſt have 
them, all bleſſings will come thither with 
thee, and thou wilt receive thyſelf therein. 
Remember after ſaying, that thou wil. 
tome to him, and make thy abode with him, 
that loves thee, and keeps thy words (John xiy, 
22.); thou haſt not ceaſed to take care of 
ſinners, to ſeek them, and viſit them, tho' 
they neither loved nor knew thee : for thoy 
comeſt to the juſt, becauſe they love thee; 
and to ſinners, that they may love thee, 
Raiſe up therefore thy ſpirit in me, O my 
God! fill my heart with thy love, and re- 
pair all the diſorders thou findeſt therein. 
If the Phariſees murmur at it, the angels 
will rejoice, and I ſhall bleſs thee eternally 


for it. | by | 
III. I bleſs thee now, O Lord! for not 


having been pleaſed to take any other reft | 


on the Sabbath-day, than that which thou 
foundeſt in doing good to men. When 
thy divine love, always active, after hav- 
ing created the world in ſix days, reſted on 
the ſeventh, it was not that it might re- 
main in idleneſs. The Phariſees, who were 
ignorant of that ſecret of thy love, mur- 
mured at the good which thou didſt at that 
time: they knew not that thy Sabbath, O 
my God |! is to take thy reſt in my foul, 
and that for this reaſon thou haſt com- 
manded, that I ſhould be taken up with 
nothing elſe but thee alone on that day. 
But let the world ſay of me what it pleaſes, 

5 I ac- 
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acknowledge and adore that eternal love, 


which induced thee for my good, to create 
ſo many creatures from nothing. I adore 
that deſire whereby thou art willing to re- 
ſe in me; I adore that goodneſs b 
which thou calleſt thyfelf e Lord of the ſab- 
bath. (Matt. x11. 8.) in order to beſtow fa- 
yours upon me on that day, as well as on 


all the others, in which thou didſt create 


the univerſe. Let not my ſins, O my 
God ! hinder the effects of ſo beneficent a 
will. | | 

I adore thee, O divine Samaritan ! van- 
quiſher and enemy of devils. Thoſe that 
murmured againſt thee, being blinded by 
the malice of their heart, knew not what 
they ſaid ; but I, who know this truth, 
give thee thanks for having taught me it. 
Thou didft appear, O my Saviour! under 
the figure of a ſinner, and as a Samaritan, 
unknown to the world. Thou travelledſt 
on earth, and foundeſt miſerable people 
thereon, wounded by their enemies, with- 
out help or remedy ; concerned at their 


| miſery, thou carriedſt them upon thy 


ſhoulders, dreſſedſt their wounds, and 
ſhewedſt them thereby, that thou waſt truly 
our neighbour and friend. | 

Diſcover to me, O divine love! that 
charitable heart: make me ſenſible what 


thy joy was, when being called a Sa- 


naritan out of contempt, thou remem- 
| bredſt 
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bredſt my tenderneſs which had obliged 
thee to become ſo for me. 

On the one hand thou waſt afflicted to 
ſee that thoſe ſlanderers acknowledged not 
the grace thou grantedſt them ; and on the 
other thou hadſt an extreme deſire that 
they would allow thee to heal their wounds, 
Thou waſt not pleaſed that charity towards 


our neighbour, of which thou haſt given 


us ſo expreſs a command, ſhould make us 
have any neighbour dearer to us than thou 
bos. * Lord! art our next and 
true neighbour, do thou thyſelf obſerve 
the law which thou -haſt given us; per- 
form thou in regard of me, what thou 
wouldſt have me to perform in regard 
of thee; love me, make me feel the et- 
fects of thy love; be ever with me; have 
thy eyes continually upon me; fince it is 
from thee I am to receive the power, 
ſtrength, and light which I have need of, 


for accompliſhing what thou defireſt of 


me. 

IV. I alſo bleſs thee,. O ine Jeſus! 
and adore with my whole heart, that great 
mercy which thou haſt teſtified to ſinners; 
when without entering into the houſes of 
the prieſts, the doctors of the law, and the 
great and powerful of the world, thou 
hearedſt the deſires of Zacheus the ſinner, 


who was deſirous of ſeeing thee, and re- 


ceiving thee into his houſe ; tho' thou 


kneweſt they would murmur thereat. 
Whence 
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ed Whence comes this, O Lord? Is it there- 
fore poſſible that the deſires of ſinners, tho 
imperfect as they are, ſhould be {0 precious 
in thy fight? 

But is there, O my Jeſus! a greater 
ſinner than me? I defire thee as Zachers 
dd, O my falvation ! I deſire thee, O my 
brereign good ! I defire thee, O my 
en Wmercy ! I'deſire thee, O my riches, my 
us friend, my redeemer, my father, my trea- 
ou Whure, my whole glory, and all my felicity ! 
nd Wl languiſh with the deſire of ſeeing thee ; 
ve bot I am fo little, as well as Zachras, that 
r- the multitude wherewith I am encompaſſed 
ou Whinders me from ſeeing thee. All my 
ri comfort is that thou ſeeſt me, knoweſt me, 
and doſt not require my deſire to be per- 
ve ect, provided it be ſincere. 

s Grant therefore, O eternal truth ! that 
, this imperfect heart may at leaſt deſire thee 
„ Wincerely. Look upon me with mercy, as 
of mou didſt upon Zacheus and Moettheww, 
Come unto me, and grant that I may re- 
s tive thee with love and joy. Bring ſal- 
at ration and peace to this houſe, abide in it 
S; always, and ſeek not thoſe where thou art 
of Naot deſired. 7 
ne v. I bleſs thee; O my God ! for all the 
bu Ehvours thou haſt beſtowed on the world, 
r, Wand which it has not acknowledged; for 
e- Wall the actions on account of which it 
u qgmurmured azainſt thee: and I give thee a 
it. thouſand thanks for having vouchſafed to 
Ver. II. I ſuffer 
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ſuffer the perſecution of thoſe venomous 
tongues, for my conſolation, Teach me 
that ſweet truth, which thy holy prophet 
declared to us, when he ſaid of thee: 
Thou ſhalt hide them in the ſecret of thy coun. 
tenance from the diſturbance of men. Ila 
fallt proteſt them in thy tabernacle from thi 
contradiction of tongues. (Pl. XXX. 21, 22.) 
How happy a retreat 1s this, O my God! 
and how charming a refuge 1s the ſecret of 
thy countenance | When wilt thou: receive 
my heart therein, that I may become in- 
ſenſible to all the diſcourſes of men? they 
ſay what they do not ſee, and what they 
do not know. But what does not he ſee 
who is hidden in the ſecret of thy counte- 
nance? who is refreſhed with the ſalutary 
waters of thy grace, nouriſhed with thy 
heavenly bread ! who enjoys thy ſecret 
communications, and poſſeſſes that hidden 
treaſure which the world knows not? Why, 
O Lord! am I ſo ſenſible of what men 
ſay, but becauſe I alſo I5ve what they 
eſteem, and do not reliſh what is hidden in 

thee? 5 ol | 

If thou be my food and life, what mat: 
ters their ſaying I am poor and miſerable 
to me? If I am wholly poſſeſſed with thy 
love, ought I to be afflicted when they 
ſhall fay I am good for nothing ? Let me, 
O my God ! be unprofitable to the world, 
provided 1 be poſſeſſed with thee. Lt 
men ſay what they pleaſe, provided I hear 
thee, 
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thee. Let them murmur againſt me, 
provided I enjoy thee. Let them reject 
me, provided I find thee. Let them tear 
me to pieces, provided I fatisfy thee. 
What hurt will all their diſcourſes do me, 
or rather what advantage ſhall I not reap 
from thence, if I love thee, O thou oniy 
happineſs of my ſoul! Break aſunder, 0 
je heavens! be opened, ye eternal gates! 
and let me behold my Lord, and ſovereign 
good. But what do I ſay, O my divine 
Jeſus !! heaven is deaf and hears me not; 
thy heart is my true heaven, it has eyes to 
ſee me, ears to hear me, a will to love 
me, wiſdom to know me, light to guide 
me, and beauty to charm me. | 
Thou beholdeſt me, O living heaven! 
and penetrateſt my- moſt ſecret thoughts : 
ew thyſelf alſo to me, and make me ſee 
what is in thee, Receive me, incloſe me 
within thee, and after that let them ſpeak 
what they will againſt me. O divine hea- 
yen, amiable heaven | of thyſelf thou art 
neither hardned nor ſhut againſt ſinners 
be not ſo againſt me. If I am dry and 
ſterile, let thy divine dew fall upon me: 
if I am blind, impart thy light to me: if 
I am loaded with fins, beſtow thy mercies 
upon me. | 
I know thou deſireſt me, and thou know- 
eſt I deſire thee; open thou and receive 
me, I ought to love and bleſs thee ; but 
thou oughteſt to poſſeſs me : may I depart 
| 12 from 
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from myſelf and live in thee. O divine 
love! that granteſt me the grace of de- 
firing thee, thou knoweſt me and knoveſt 
thyſelf, Perform in me whatever thou 
pleaſeſt, and aſk me afterwards whatever 
thou wilt. | | 
VI. O king of glory! who ſufferedſt 
thyſelf to be called Feelebu, for the con- 


ſolation of thy fegrants, and haſt ſo lively 


felt the pains that I ought to endure ; and 
in order to mitigate them to me, haf 
vouchſated to endure them before me in all 
their rigour: teach me to eſteem the hap- 

ineſs of reſembling thee. The world 
judges that a ſubject ought to eſteem his 
king, 1c far as to ſuffer for him labours, in- 
Juries, dangers, and death itſelf : what 
ought I not therefore to do for thee ? 

When thou propoſedſt thyſelf as 2 
maſter and model to men, thou kneweſt 
their weakneſſes ; caſt thy eyes upon mine, 
O Lord! and tear from my heart that de- 
licacy it poſſeſſes in regard of worldly dit- 
courſes: thou knoweſt they would be in- 
different to me, had TI not a deſire of pleaſ- 
ing the world. When will the time come, 
O my God: when blamed even by thy ſer- 
vants, I ſhall no longer deſire to pleaſe any 
but thee alone ? 

I receive from thee all the goods of bod) 
and ſou], and alſo expect thoſe of heaven 
irom thee. Is it therefore ſo great a pu- 
niſhment to bear with wicked tongues for 

the 
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the love of thee? If I am ſo happy as to 
pleaſe thee, ought I not to be comforted 
when I diſpleaſe the world? Thou know- 
et, O divine wiſdom ! the imperfection of 
my heart, thou ſeeſt how ſenſible it is of 
what is ſaid, and how afraid it is of what 
ſhall be ſaid. Illuminate me with thy 


ict, that I may diſcover that truth; and 


ſupport me by thy power, that I may give 
no juſt occaſion of murmuring againſt 
me; that I may ſincerely ſeek to ſatisfy 
thee; that I may not be withdrawn from 
thence by any thing that men can ſay; and 
that I may not loſe time in juſtifying my- 
ſelf with them ; but let my whole lite be 
ſpent in the deſire of pleaſing thee, and of 
ſuffering every thing for thy love. 

VII. O maſter of eternal truth! thou 
haſt commanded us to pray for thoſe that 
calumniate us; and thou wilt not be prayed 
to but that we may be heard. I beſecch 
thee therefore, O my God |. to pardon all 
thoſe that ſpeak ill of me. Thou knoweſt 
that they ſay much leſs of me than I de- 
ſerve; and that the malice with which 
they perſecute me, equals not the goodneſs 
with which thou fupporteſt me : but thou, 
O Lord! canſt remedy every thing, by 
giving me grace to amend, and to them that 


of ſlandering me no more. 


Permit not any of thoſe that have coſt 


thee ſo dear, to periſh on my account. 
. „ Make 
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Make them know the purity of thy love, 0 
that they may deſire it; the riches of thy | 
ſpirit, that they may beg them; the ſweet- X 
neſs of thy converſation, chat they may 
ſeek it, and the bleflings thou communi- H. 
cateſt to thoſe that love thee, that being 
poſſeſſed with thee, they may think no 
more of me; not for my comfort, but for ( 
their ſpiritual profit. 

Inſtrv& thoſe criminal tongues to ſing 
forth tiy mercies, that they may honour 
thee after having oftended thee. Id 
thy charity into their flandering hearts, 
that they may help mie to correct in myſelf 
what they find to reproach me with; aid 
unite us all with a ſincere love, that we: 
aße bleſs thee all together. 


Obtain for me, O ts of God! and 
for all thoſe that ſpeak ill of me, a place 
among the domeſtics of your ſon, And 
ye blelled ſpirits! obtain that our tongues 

may here below continually praiſe him 
whom ye eternally praiſe in HEAVED. Amen, 
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IXI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 

ay 

n- His deftrine being contradicted, and bis warts 
Ng | cenſured. 

10 

or NE fin that is grown into a habit, 


commonly draws many others after 
it, which are often even greater and more 
dangerous than the firſt: for, as St. Gre- 
gory ſays, that fault which is not waſhed 
wway by penance, draws us by its own 
weight into new diſorders; and a man who 
watches over himſelf, knows by his own 
experience, that it he neglects to mortify 
the inclination which he feels to any par- 
ticular vice, that vice prefently opens a 
door to many others. For that reaſon the 
devil applies himſelf above all things to 
entertain that inclination in us: and pro- 
vided he obtains what he deſires therein, 
he takes very little trauble about oppoſing 
us in the good we do otherwiſe; being aſ- 
tured that whilſt this door is open to him, 
he will always find the occaſion and means 
of doing us hurt. It is allo of very little 
importance to him whether thefe ſins be 
great or ſmall, provided they be habitual : 
for tho' a perſon does not often fall into 
conſiderable faults, the lighteſt becomes 
dangerous, when they are neglected; and 


according to the words of the wiſe man: 
14 Fle 
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He that contemns fmall things, ſhall fall by 
little and little. (Ecclus. xix. 1. 

This is often obſerved in religious houſes, 
where every one is more taken up with the 
care of his perfection; one does not there 
fall on a ſudden into diſſolution by great 
faults; but by degrees, by ſmall negli- 
gences; neither do they all together fall 
therein: the evil begins by one or two, 
who are followed by ſome others, and at 
laſt by all. They fall back by degrees, 
ſlacken at firſt from their original tervour, 
neglect ſilence, and give way to diſſipa- 
tion; then they fall into murmuring, from 
thence into impatience, afterwards into 
diſobedience, and at laft into a diſguſt of 
their rule and of diſcipline, 

Some loſe interior recollection by ſloth- 
tulneſs, others by their affection to trifles, 
many by viſits, and by correſpondencies 


with the world. Thus, from theſe ſmall 


threads, which appear nothing in the be- 
ginning, thro' the neglect of ſuperiors, 
who are only attentive to great diſorders, 
are formed ſuch ſtrong bonds as cannot be 
broken either by {word or fire. 

The natural inclination we have to fin, 
will always produce thoſe evils, if we are 
not — to ſtop their progreſs in the 
beginning. What diſorders, for example, 
does not the habit of murmuring cauſe, 
which ſeems at firſt to be only a diver- 
ſion? From thence proceed lies, raſh 

judgments, 
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judgments, malicious interpretations, ſlan- 
der, falſe witneſs, anger, indignation, con- 
tempt, mockery, and afterwards the obli- 
gation of reſtoring honour, which is ſcarce- 

ever reſtored. 

In fine, the cuſtom of murmuring at 
every thing, ſpreads fo much corruption 
over our judgments, that good is called 
evil, and virtue itfelf 1s reproved, by our 
aſſion for contradiction, for weakening the 
authority of others, and tor doing them all 
the injury we can. 

II. We need no other proof of this, 
than the exceſs thole fell into that murmur- 
ed againſt Chriſt; ſince they ſoon went ſo 
far as to contradict his doctrine, and cen- 
ſure his works. The more clear his doc- 
trine was, the more they endeavoured to 
obſcure it; and the more admirable his 
works. were, the more they endeavoured to- 
diſparage them. 

The ſpirit of murmuring, for not being 
ſtifled in its birth, occaſioned all thele evils; 
and befides the injury it did to thoſe that 
gave themſelves up to it, it alſo extremely 
afflicted our Saviour, becauſe it offended. 
him in what was moſt ſenſible to him: for 
they hindered: thereby, the progreſs of the 
na Ty ſcandaliſed the weak, ſtaggered the 
the ſtrong, encouraged' the wicked, harden- 
ed the incredulous, and gave to Chriſt the 
diſpleaſure of ſeeing himſelf obliged to 

E _ employ 
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employ the time in reſiſting evil which he 
had appointed for doing good. 

When he made them hope for the par- 


don of their ſins, they accuſed him of blaſ- 
phemy. When he proved himſelf to be 


the ſon of God, they ſaid that he gave teſti- 


mony of himſelf; and thus they eluded the 


virtue of the prodigies which he wrought 
for the confirmation of his word. They 


aſked him in public, in order to deſtroy 


his credit with the people, by what autho- 
rity he preſumed to preach and work mi- 
racles ? When he wrought any in the ſyna- 


gogues, for authoriſing the doctrine he 
preached therein, they turned out the peo- 
ple, under pretence that it was, the Sab- 
bath-day. They often aſſembled, in order 
to find. out the means of hindering him 
from doing ſo, under colour of the public 


good, and for fear, as they ſaid, the Ro- 


mans ſhould not believe that he ſtirred up 


the people to ſedition. If his ſecret diſci- 


ples ſaid any thing for his defence, they 
were overdone by the out- cries of the mul- 


titude. 


The Phariſees ſeeing that the truth al- 


ways prevailed, ſaid "Among themſelves 


(John xii. 19.) Do you ſee that we prevail 
nothing ? behold the whole world is gone after 
im. Which clearly ſhews, that the malice 


and averſion they had in their hearts againſt 
his doctrine, was ſtill greater than what 
appeared outwardly, But Chriſt knew their 

intentions 
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intentions, and by his divine wiſdom, pe- 
netrated their moſt ſecret thoughts. 

III. Seeing him one day followed by a 
oreat crowd of people, carrying palm- 
branches! in their hands, and giving him a 
thouſand bleſſings, they were tranſpor ted 
with rage thereat, and complained aloud 
becauſe he did not make that multitude 
hold their peace. They propoſed to him, 
in the preſence of all the people, ſuch que- 
ſtions as they thought difficult, in order to 
confound him; but finding themſelves 
confounded by his anſwers, they were 
forced to have recourſe to more ſecret arti- 
fices for ruining him. 

Chriſt thus ſpent the three years of his 
preaching in continual contradictions, till 
his enemies, ſeeing all their endeavours un- 
profitable, reſolved to ſeize him : but the 
officers, who were charged therewith, re- 
turned without executing that order, being 
charmed with the doctrine of our Saviour. 
They then forbad the people to follow him, 
under. ſevere penalties; and as they were 
daily informed of the new prodigies he had: 
wrought, they took care ſtrictly to examine 
all thoſe that had been cured, in order to 
find, even in his miracles, ſome ground 
for condemning him. | 
Thus it was they behaved, in regard of | 
the paralitic healed at the fide of the pool; 
and in regard of the man born blind; who, 


lor having too clearly ſatisfied. all their 
g queſtions- 
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queſtions, was ſhamefully turned out of 
the ſynagogue. They would likewiſe have 
put poor Lazarus to death, who had been 
newly raiſed to life again, becauſe many 
people believed in Chriſt on account of 
that miracle. In fine, they perſecuted that 
divine lamb on all occaſions; he had com- 
plained of it long before, by the prophet 
Jaiab (Ixv. 2.); and he has alſo complain- 
ed of it ſince, by the apoſtle St. Paul; (Rom. 
x. 21.) All the day I have ſpread forth my 
hands to a people that believeth not, and that 
was contraditiing me. He withdrew ſome- 
times from Judea to give way to the ſtorm, 
or elſe he remained ſecretly there for ſome 
days; and returned from time to time to 
ſee whether his enemies were not ſoftened. 
a little. When he diſappeared, they re- 
quired with ſeverity, to be informed where 
he was; and when he ſhewed himſelf, they 
were vexed becauſe they could not hurt 
him. They followed him every where, in 
order to find occaſions of oppoſing him, 
and thus they occaſioned him a thouſand 
troubles, who ſought only their ſalvation. 

It cannot be expreſſed how greatly he 
was concerned at their ingratitude ; but it 
is ſtill more incredible to what lengths the 
malignity of the human heart runs, when 
it once becomes obſtinate in contradicting 
the known truth, and the works of God. 
For what reaſon had they to perſecute 
Chriſt in ſuch. a manner! He did not _ 

their 
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their company; he diſdained not to eat 
with them; he went into their houſes, when 
invited thither; he healed their fick ; and 
taught them heavenly truths, with an ad- 
mirable meekneſs and patience. - 

IV. He never ſought to diminiſh their 
credit, reputation, goods, or freedom, He. 
even publicly declared, that people were. 
obliged to. obey the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and to do every thing they commanded, 
altho* they oppoſed. him in every thing. 
After expreſſing to him, that, upon his 
word, they were ready to acknowledge 
Jobn Baptiſt tor their Meſſias, they would not 
receive him himſelf in that quality. But ob- 
ſtinacy, in contradicting the truth, did not 
end with that ungrateful people. This is a 
perſecution which good people, for a proof 
of their virtue, ſuffer ſtill daily, not only 


from unknown perſons, but. from their 


friends, relations, brethren, from thoſe whom 
they have obliged, and often, even from 
perſons. having the greateſt reputation and 
authority in the world ; and whoſe hatred 
is ſo much: the more dangerous, as it is. 
commonly covered with the veil of juſtice 
and piety. This croſs is ſo ſevere that the 
ſervant of God ſtands in need. of a great 
deal of conſtancy, that he may not let. 
himſelf be caſt down, when nothing is o- 
mitted for depriving him of all credit in. 


the employments of his zeal. 
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It is the cuſtom of the corrupt world, to 


diſcredit thoſe who are moſt neceſſary to it, 
and from whom it might draw the greateſt 
advantages; not that it fears any evil from 
them, but becauſe it chuſes rather to be 
deprived of all thoſe benefits, than to re- 


ceive them from others; and to remain in 


its miſery, than to ſee the ſucceſs and re- 
putation of thoſe who retire from it. A 


ſecret jealouſy has more power over it, 
than juſtice, conſcience, the love of our 


neighbour, or tlie conſideration of the pub- 
lic good, and its own intereſt; and its firſt 


care is always to oppoſe the deſigns and re- 


putation of the ſervants of God. 
Such was the malice of the Fews ; for no- 


thing could be either more glorious or more 
profitable, than to have adhered to Chriſt, 
the Lord of heaven andiearth, the holy of 


holies, the maſter of the elements, and the 
tree of life and death. But leſt it ſhould 


not be thought they had no eſteem for him, 


they reſolved to croſs him in all things. 


When the poiſon of envy has once ſeized 


thoſe that make profeſſion of virtue, they 


become cruel perſecutors; and it is almoſt 


impoſſible to reclaim them ; becauſe, un- 
der pretence of zeal, they abandon them- 
ſel ves entirely to their paſſion, and perſe- 
cute virtue, perſuading themſelves that they 
ſupport it; 


V. Many things might here be ſaid for 


the conſolation of the Juft, who — 
like 
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like contradiction, always extremely ſenſi- 
ble to thoſe who love God and their neigh- 
bour truly.. But ſince the Lord whom they 
ſerve, permits it ſo, for enriching their 
crown, it ought to ſuffice them to caſt their 
eyes upon Chriſt, and to give him thanks 
becauſe they are judged worthy of being 
treated like him, who is their model and 
judge. | 

Much more ſtill might be ſaid for the 


| correction of thoſe that are ſubject to this 


vice; but ſince they ſhut their eyes againſt 
the light, who can heal their blindneſs 2 
Let us endeavour at leaſt to hinder others. 
from falling therein, by repreſenting to 
them that place of the prophet O/ze, (iv. 1, 2) 
where God having ſaid, that he could no 
longer forbear to puniſh the great ſins of. 


his people, becauſe there is no truth, and 
there is no mercy, and there is no knowledge 


F God in the land. Curſing, and lying, and 
manſlaughter, and theft, and adultery, have 
overflowed, and blood hath touched blood, he 
then adds, to juſtify that terrible threaten- 
ing, and to ſhew the height of that people's; 
malice, that they were as hoſe, that gainſay 


the prieſt; as if he had ſaid, that the crimes. 


of thoſe people were aſcended to ſuch a de- 
gree of enormity,. that they equalled that 
of contradicting the prieſts. For the prieſts; 
having been given them for the preſerva- 
tion of religion, the knowledge of the true 
God, and the purity of his law; for recon- 
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ceiling them with God by prayers and ſa- 
erifices; to contradict the prieſts, is to de- 
prive themſelves of all relief, and to deſpiſe 
all remedies. What a crime was it then to 
contradict the ſovereign truth, the ſon of 
the living God, the eternal prieſt accord- 
ing to the order of Melchiſedech, the re- 
deemer and Saviour of all men ? Whatever 
may be ſaid on this head, cannot be ſpoken 
with two much exaggeration. 

But becauſe it happens that one may 
ſometimes fall into this diſorder, without 
knowing how great an evil it is to contra- 
dict the known truth; we ought to learn 
here, that the habit of contradicting good, 
is a kind of paction with the father of lies, 
a ſin againſt the holy ghoſt, and an almoſt 
invincible obftacle to ſalvation : becauſe 
every truth, in what man ſoever it is found, 
is a participation of the divine wiſdom, 
Thus, to oppole the truth which 1s preach- 
ed to us, is to oppole God himſelf : and 
he who accuſtoms , himſelf to maintain, 
contrary to the light which is manifeſted to 
him, what he has once advanced ; and will 
not retract his error when he knows it, 
by degrees goes ſo far as to loſe all reſpect 
for truth and virtue, and to contradict, 
without remorſe, every thing that is moſt 
evident and holy, 


. Wherefore: the wiſe man adviſe; us, that 


we do not gainſay the word of truth by any 


means, 


Contemplation n XXII. ſuffering. 209 
means, and that we be aſhamed of the lye of 
our unſcilfulneſs (Eccluſ. iv. 30... For there 
is not a more certain mark of a weak mind, 
than neither to be able to maintain the 
truth, nor to renounce error. Truth is ſo 
beautiful and ſo conformable to our nature, 
that it perfects a man, and makes him free, 
according to the words of the eternal truth, 
(John viii. 32, ). 
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On Chriſt ſuffering contradiftions in his dofirine. 


Divine word, ſon of the living God, 

eternal and ſovereign truth! in or- 
der to bleſs thee, I join myſelf to all the 
angels, to all the bleſſed, and to all the 
juit; to all thy holy church, to all thy 
creatures, to all thy perfections, and to all 
thy works, which glorify thee continually. 
Thou art my way, my truth, and my life. | 
Thou art the way whereby I come to thee, 
the truth whereby I know thee, and the 


| life whereby I live in thee ; the way with- 


out danger, the truth without deceit, and 
the life without death. He who walks not 
with thee, goes aſtray; he who ſees not 
by thy light, is blind ; and he who lives 
not in thee, is ever dying. Thou art a ſe- 


cure way, a pure truth, and a true life. 
| Thou 
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Thou art the living God whom ] ſerve, 


the true God whom I adore, and the infal. 


Hible God whom I follow. Conduct me, 
O Lord ! that I may never follow any other 
way; enlighten me, that I may continu— 
ally behold thy truth ; and live always in 
me, that I may have no other life but thee, 
And becauſe good can only come from thy 
hand, deliver me from the evil which 1 


_ ought to fear from my enemies and from 


myſelf, For if thou delivereſt me not 
from thence, I ſhall ſoon fall back again 
by my own weakneſs, and ſhall then be- 
come ſo much the more miſerable, as thou 
haſt the more liberally prevented me with 
thy mercies. 

Thou knoweft, O Lord! that thy light 
will only ſerve to blind me the more, if it 
does not penetrate the bottom of my heart, 
and if I walk not whilft it enlightens me. 
Remember thou ſaidſſ to thoſe who thought 
themſelves enlightened, that God would 


have them to acknowledge their blindneſs, 


and for want of acknowledging it, they 
became more blind. (John ix. 41.) I ac- 
knowledge that I was born blind, and that 
of myſelf I ſhall always be ſo: Jeſus ſon 
of David have mercy on me; grant that J 
may behold thee, that I may know thee in 
thy works; and being charmed with the 
beauty of thy light, I may follow thee 


every where. Herein I aſk thee nothing | 


but what thou thyſelf art deſirous of giv- 
| ing 
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ing me, and what has coſt thee ſo much 
labour. Give me thy grace, that I may 
defire it: grant that I may merit it, by 
earneſtly deſiring it; and may I receive it 
afterwards with 2 4 humble acknowledgment. 
As thou wilt not have thy bleflings become 
profitable to me without my correſpon- 
dence, ſo I cannot profit thereby without 
thy grace. Teach me therefore to know 
them, deſire them, receive them, love 
them, and eſteem them, that they may at 
laſt render me ſuch as thou deſireſt me to 
be. 

II. And de O "Pry canſt thou re- 
fuſe me what I aſk thee, tho' I be unwar- 
thy thereof, and know not how I ought to 
beg it of thee ? Art thou not the ſame 
moſt merciful Lord, who didft ſpread forth 
thy hands all the day full of bleſſings 40 an in- 
credulous people, rebellious and contradict- 
ing. (Ja. Ixv. 2.) Since thou art the fame, 
and thy arm is not ſhortened, or thy love 
diminiſhed; and ſince thou art no leſs my 
ſaviour, chin that of all men, hear me, 
help me, and make me ſenſible of thy 
mercies. 

Remember with what goodneſs thou 
treatedſt that incredulous nation, with what 


| meekneſs thou bareſt with it, and with 


what patience thou overlookedſt their con- 
tinual contradictions. Thy light had 
blinded them in fuch a manner, that they 


could not ſuffer others to be enlightened 
therewith, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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men from thy knowledge and love. They 
oppoſed the cleareſt truths, They weak- 
ened, as much as poſſible, the authority 


became more wicked by the good thou 


thou hadſt alſo the ſorrow of ſeeing them 


therewith. They endeavoured to obſcure thy 
virtues by their calumnies, and to remove 


of thy miracles; and in the preſence of all 
the people withſtood thy heavenly doctrine, 
They roſe up every where againſt- thee 


didſt them, more guilty by thy patience, 
more hardened by thy tenderneſs, more 
blind by thy light, more ſick by thy re- 
medies, and more liable to damnation by 


thy redemption ; becauſe they hated their 


ſalvation, and loved their perdition. 

III. It would have been much ſweeter 
for thee, O divine lamb ! to have died 
daily, than to ſee the contradiction of 
thoſe faithleſs hearts, which was the ſource 
of their eternal miſery, The thief con- 
verted on the croſs obtained. paradiſe ; and 
they, in the midſt of the temple, where 
they appeared ſaints, deſerved hell. Ne- 
vertheleſs thou bareſt with them ; endea- 


vouring to overcome their obſtinacy by 


thy meekneſs, and their hatred by thy be- 
nefits. Thou couldft obtain nothing from 
them; they ruined themſelves in ſpite of 
thy goodneſs, and after ſo much pains, 


periſh. 


Ah, Lord! turn towards me thoſe ami- | 


able cares. I confeſs the truth which they 


did 
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did not believe, adore the virtue they per- 


ſecuted, and praiſe the works they contra- 
dicted. Since thou didſt ſo much for thoſe 
that rejected thee, come, O my God l to 
thoſe that call thee. Thou haſt ſaid, oper 
thy mouth and I will fill it. (Pſ. lxxx, 11.) 
Ah! let all the powers of my ſoul, and 
all the parts of my body be changed into 
io many open mouths, that thou mayſt fill 
them. I dilate my heart as much as I can, 
by my continual ſighs, and I deſire no- 
thing ſo much as to behold it filled with 
thee and with thy ſpirit. Come then, O 
Lord! ſend forth thy light and thy truth, 
with all the graces wherewith thou art 
wont to enrich thy ſervants. (H/, xlii. 3.) 
IV. I know very well, that if thou exa- 
mineſt my merits according to the rigour 
of thy juſtice, thou wilt turn away thy 
eyes, leſt they ſee the vanity of my works 
thou wilt ſhut thy ears that thou mayſt not 
hear my voice; and thou wilt deprive me 
of thy ſweet preſence, ſince I am no leſs 
guilty than thoſe who contradicted thy 
words and actions with ſo much obſtinacy : 
for in believing what they denied, and 
adoring what they contradicted, I am ne- 
vertheleſs rebellious to thy light, and deaf 


to thy voice. 


If J am miſerable, my miſery proceeds 
from myſelf, and not from thee. Thou 
didſt inſtruct me before I knew thee ; call- 
edſt me when I fled from thee ; and en- 
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lighitenedſt me when I thought not on thee, 
It I finned, I felt the wholſome reproaches 
with which thou inſpiredſt me; it I was 
lukewarm, thou gaveſt me freſh heat; 
thou preventedſt me with thy bleſſings, 
ſupportedſt me by thy grace, and encom- 
paſſedſt me with thy mercies: and yet! 
followed my paſſions, reſiſted thy will and 
law, and run after thoſe falſe goods which 
corrupted my heart and mind. 
Jam one of thoſe whom thou fo juſtly 
complaineſt of, that have turned away their 
faces from thee, and given thee their backs, 
(2. Paral. xxix. 6.) Thou hadſt thy eyes fixed 
on me, and I looked only upon the earth; 
thou ſoughteſt me, and I departed from 
thee; thou lovedſt me, and I loved crea- 
tures; thou waſt wholly in me, and I was 
wholly out of thee. If I have not contra- 
dicted thy truths by my belief, IJ have con- 
tradicted them by my works; and if I have 
not cenſured thy doctrine, I have aban- 
doned thy ſervice. | 
V. I cannot confeſs with ſufficient ſor- 
Tow, O God of mercy ! how much I have 
reſiſted thee, and how much I ſtill reſiſt 
thee daily. I am ſupported with thy grace, 
and yet always weak ; enlightened with thy 
doctrine, and always blind ; filled with thy 
bleſſings, and always miſerable. It is in 
vain, O my God! to lay open my miſeries 
here before thee : they are better known to 
thee than to myſelf ; but ſince thou be- 


holdeſt 


| make me feel the virtue and efficacy there- 


holdeſt them with the ſame goodneſs that 


makes thee bear with them, heal them with 


the ſame love that obliges thee to give thy- 
ſelf to me. It is true that after having ſo 
many times rejected thee, I deſerve not ta 
find thee at the firſt endeavours I uſe for 
returning to thee : but at leaſt, refuſe not 
my humble acknowledgment and ſincere 
ſorrow for having diſpleaſed thee. What 
have I gained by reſiſting thee ? what have 
I remaining from my diſobedience, but the 
diſpleaſure of beholding myſelf before 
thee poor, abandoned, and covered with 


wounds ; when I might be rich and happy, 


y the communication of thy bleſſings ? 

Thou art not, O charitable father ! like 
that wicked rich man, who. ſaw Lazarus 
lying at his gate, without being touched 
with his miſery : thou art not fo ſparing 


of thy favours, ſince thou freely offereſt 


them even to thoſe that do not aſk thee 
for them ; thou keepeſt them not- tor thy- 
ſelf alone, ſince thou art the ſaviour of all. 
Give me a ſhare therefore of thoſe infinite 
treaſures, which are contained in thee ; 

ive as an alms, to this poor ſinner, the 


pardon of his fins; to this blind creature, 


light; to this ſick perſon, health; to this 
negligent ſoul, fervor; to this rebel, ſub- 
miſſion; to this obſtinate heart, contri- 
tion; and to this dead body, life. Since 
thou haſt given thy blood to waſh me, 


of. 
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of. Take with thee my whole heart, al! 
my love, all my powers, and all my ſou], 
Put an end this moment to my flights, re- 
volts, and murmurings. Recover, O Lord! 
from the hands of thy enemies what be. 
longs to thee in me, preſerve it, and per- 

mit it not to eſcape from thee any more. 
VI. Wilt thou not deal in ſuch a man- 
ner, O my God! that the world may re- 
ject me, that it may deſpiſe me and judge 
me unworthy of it, out of the attachment 
I ſhall have to thee? Thus it was that it 
treated the man born blind in publiſhing 
the wonders of thy power ; but being caſt 
off by the world, as a man adhering to 
thee ; and being unable to ſeek thee, thou 
ſoughteſt him thyſelf, didſt judge him 
worthy. of beholding thee with thoſe eyes 
thou hadſt opened for him, and of ſuffer- 
ing for thy love, what the world looked 
upon only with horror. Then it was that 
he truly ſaw thee, acknowledged thee, 
adored thee, and followed thee; and that 
thou receivedſt him for ever into the num- 
ber of thy diſciples. How happy ſhould 1 
be, were the like to befal me! If the hav- 
ing of eyes be an obſtacle to that hapvi- 
nels, take them from me, O Lord! that I 
may behold thee : and if what I ſee out of 
thee, hinders me from ſeeing thee, do thou 
fix my eyes only upon thyſelf, and let my 
heart feel thee, that it may be inflamed 
with thy love. Doſt thou therefore 7 2 
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thoſe ſo much who are deſpiſed by this 
world, whoſe eſteem I have always ſought 
for with ſuch an immoderate paſſion ? Ah, 
how much am I to be lamented if thou 
judgeſt me unworthy of the grace thou 
beſtowedſt on that poor -blind man! As 
ſoon as he ſaw thee, he became rich, and 
found himſelf delivered from all his mi- 
ſeries. | Es 

O wealth unknown to the world! why 
doſt thou let me beg ſo long for ſuch weak 
helps among creatures? Diſcover thyſelf 
to me, O my treaſure! appear to my eyes, 
O infinite beauty! Thou didſt require no- 
thing from that blind man, but that he 
ſhould believe in thee, and deſire to lee 
thee, and thou didſt immediately ſnew 
thyſelf to him. Behold me, here, O Lord! 
in the ſame diſpoſition. I believe, and de- 
ſire with all my heart to ſee thee, know 
thee, and love thee: refuſe me not what 
thou makeſt me deſire. It is true, that 
blind man had ſeen nothing before thee 
that poſſeſſed his heart; and the Phari/ees 
on the contrary, full of earthly views and 
affections, would not know thee. Bur 
thou haſt not limited thy mercy to the 


blind alone: St. Paul was not ſo when 


thou ſtruckeſt him blind to ſhew thyſelf to 
him, If it be neceſſary for ſeeing thee to 
ſee nothing but thee, I conſent for thee to 
ſhut my eyes, O Lord! hat they may not 


% vanity, but only contemplate on thee 
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alone, O pure light! O divine truth! 0 
ſweet and eternal repoſe of my ſoul ! | 


O moſt holy mother of God O mot 


humble handmaid of the Lord! you Wo 


have always had more value for the ſub. 
miſſion of a handmaid, than for the dig. 
nity of a mother, obtain that my heart 
may be humbled, undeceived in all the il. 
luſions of the world, and ſubmiſſive to the 
truth, that the truth may make it free. Ye 
heavenly ſpirits, who behold, deſire, and 
poſſeſs eternal bleſſings, ſince I was created 
for enjoying them with you, elevate my 

heart by your aſſiſtance above the earth; 

that being diſengaged from thoſe bale al. 
fections, and from myſelf, I may live as 
you eternally in God. Amen. 
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The ſnares laid againſt him, for putting hin 
5 7 00 detth. 


nia Sr l occaſioned 
our Saviour, was alſo much 
augmented by the intrigues of 
he chiefs of the people, the prieſts, doc- 
tors, and Phariſees, who endeavoured to 
ſurpriſe him in his words, that they might 
have ſome pretence for perſecuting him. 

This was not one of the leaſt of our Sa- 
viour's ſufferings: many circumſtances ren- 
dered it very ſenſible to him, and the pro- 
jet ſpeaks only with birterneſs of the 
lnares they continually laid againſt Chriſt, 

tor deſtroying him: He fits in wait with 
2 | the 
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vb 5 f. ays he, in ſecret places, to Fill the 
innocent. Whoſe mouth is full of curſing, ani 
bitterneſs, and guile : under bis tongue labour 
and ſorrow (Pi. ix. 28, 29.). They prepared 
4 ſnare for my feet; and bowed down my ſul 
7. Oy digged a pit before my fate (Pſ. lvi. 

„ 8.). From unjuſt men deliver me: why 
oi deviſed to ſupplant my ſteps : the proud 
Bade hid a ſnare for ,me : they have ſtretchil 
our ropes for a ſnare; they have tud a fiun: 
me block for me near the way (Pſ. Cxxxix, 
5, 6, 7.). The ſorrows of hell have encon- 
paſſed me: the ſnares of death have prevented 
me (Pſ. xvii. 6.). And the prophets ſpeaks 
thus, becauſe all their deſigns tended .only 
to deprive Chriſt of life. 

They followed him whither ſoever he 
went, that they might loſe no occaſion of 


thwarting him. When they ſaw the peo- 


ple aſſembled about him, they came be 
hind him, as St. Luke obſerves, (xi. 88, 54. 
and put a thouſand queſtions to him with 
great importunity : lauing ſnares for bim 
and ſeeking to catch ſomething from Bis cord, 
that they might accuſe him. The Saducces and 
Phariſees appeared ſometimes themlelves, 
and ſometimes they ſent their diſciples. 
Sometimes they dealt with diſſimulation, 
as when they aſked him whether they might 
_ diſpenſe themſelves with paying tribute to 
Cafar ; and ſometimes wich Ne as 
when they brought before him the woman 
taken in adultery. | 
II. Ther: 
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II. There is reaſon for admiring here 


their obſtinate malice : for ſeeing all their 


wiles became unprofitable, that they were 
often convinced by their own anſwers, ſo 
far as not to have one word to fay, and 
that thereby they drew upon themſelves the 
contempt- of the people, they were not 
diſcouraged ; and loſing all ſhame, they 
openly: perſecuted our- Saviour even unto- 
death, but could never confound him. He 

ave thanks: for it to God his father, ex- 
poling the injuſtice of his enemies: TH 
haſt protected me from the aſſembiy of the ina 
lignant : fromthe mutitude of them that work 
miquity. Becauſe they have ſharpened their 
tongues as a word. they have bent the bow, a 
bitter thing, that they may ſhoot in ſecret at 
the mmaculate-----T hey have ſought iniquities, 
and have failed ſearching with ſcrutiny. Chil- 


"i dren's arrows are made their wounds, and their 


tongues are weakened againft them (Pſ. IXiil. 
2. &c.). And in another. place he iays ; 
Becauſe they have hid the ' deſtruction of heir 
ſnare for me without cauſe; in vain have 
they upbraided my ſoul. In the ſnere which 
they bid, is their foot taken: (Pl. XXXIV. : 7% 
IX, 16.). 

HI. Which clearly ſhews, that virtue 
ſtands in no need of any thing but itſelf, for 
defending itſelf againſt malice ; it is ſtrong 
enough when it appears: thus he who per- 
ſecutes it, has no other aim but to disfigure 
it, by giving it the colour of vice. Behold 
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the tendency of intrigues, cunning and in- 
juſtice, which are almoſt the only means 
of injuring virtue; but which become un- 
profitable when it ſupports itſelf. 

This is a truth which the heathen phi- 
loſophers have acknowledged, when they 
jaid, that the fortreſs of virtue cannot be 
carried, either by force or ſurpriſe; that, 
as the ſun obſcures ſmall lights, ſo virtue 
ſurmounts pain and injuſtice; and that ad- 
verſity has leſs power over virtue, than 
tempeſts have over the ſea. Tempeſts may 
indeed put the ſea into commotion ; but 

very far from deftroyiyg it, they only pu- 
rify.it, and the ſea returns at laſt to its pri- 
ſine calmneſs : thus patience, in the end, 
appeaſes anger; truth diſſipates lies; hu. 
mility confounds pride; and the Lord, ac- 
cording to the expreſſion of the royal pro- 
Phet, vill not leave the rod of finners upon 25 6 


lat of the juſt, that the juſt may not reach their 


hands to iniquity (Pſ. cxxiv. 3.). | 

IV. We have allo reaped this advantage 
from the malice of the Jes, as it gave 
Chriſt an occaſion of revealing many di- 
vine ſecrets to us, which enlightened our 
faith, kindled in us the love of God; and 
are the moſt ſolid confolation of his ſer- 
vants. e e 

When they accuſed him of not lerving 
the Sabbath-day, becauſe he healed the 
fick on that day, he taught us, that man 
was not made lor the Sabbath, but the 
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dabbath was inſtituted for man, that man 
might ſpend it in the ſervice of God with 
greater care: and thus he undeceived us 
in the vain ſuperſtition of the Jews. 
When they tempted him, in aſking him 
for ſome heavenly prodigy, he raught us 
this terrible truth, that the incredulous, 
who profit neither by the graces they re- 
ceive, nor the ſigns they fee, ſhould have 
no other ſign given them, but the fan of .the 
prophet Jonas (Luke xi. 29.), who, after 
being three days in the whale's belly, con- 
verted the city of Ninive by his preaching : 
whereby our Saviour denoted his glorious 
reſurrection, and the progreſs of his goſpel. 
He adds, that ihe queen of the South---- came 


from the remote parts of the earth to hear the 


wiſdom of Salomon; that he was more than 
Jonas and Salomon ; and that they believed 
not in him (Matt. xi. 42.). | 
When they aſked him, whether a mar- 
ried man could put away his wife, he ſhew- 
ed wherein the law of marriage conſiſted, 
which had been altered by the interpreta- 
tion of the Jews; and taught them what 
they had never heard, that chaſte perſons 
ſhould be /ike the angels of God. | 
Being aſked, by what power he wrought 
miracles, he declared his divinity, by fay-. 
ing, the Meſſias was more than a man, 
ſince he was the Lord of David; tho' 
he deſcended from him according to the 
fleſh. 5 N 
4 1 
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Being urged concerning the tribute which 
the Jews paid to Cæſar, he taught us this, 
excellent maxim, that the means of pre- 
{ſerving interior peace, was to render to, 
God what belongs to God, and to the 
world what belongs to the world. 


When they reproached him, becauſe his: 


diſciples faſted not,' and waſhed not their 


hands before meals, he anſwered to the 


firſt reproach, that it was not cuſtomary to 


faſt in preſence of the bridegroom ; and 


the converſation his diſciples had with him, 
might ſupply the want of fafting, that is, 


of great auſterities : and to the ſecond he 


anſwered, that one ought to be much more 
anxious about the purity of the heart, than 
cleanneſs of body. 

Being accuſed of eating with ſinners, he 
brought the example of the prodigal ſon 


received by his father; of the ſtrayed ſheep. 


brought back to the fold by the good ſhep- 


herd; and of the loſt piece of money, 


fought for ſo carefully; adding, that 


mercy was more agreeable to God than 


ſacrifice. 


When they brought before him the adul- 


terous woman, to ſee whether he would 
condemn her to; be ſtoned, according to 
the law of Moſes, or pardon her, contrary 
to the expreſs prohibition of the law; he 


gave us this admirable inſtruction, that to 
judge well of our neighbour, we muft- 
know ourſelves; and that he who finds. 


himſelf 
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bo kimſelf guilty, ought not to condemn others 
but with extreme caution. He was pleaſed 
” Wt ſhew us afterwards, with what facility 


% he pardoned ſinners, by ſaying to that poor 
© W yoman theſe moſt comfortable words: nei- 


ther will I condemn thee; go, and now ſin no 


more. (John viii. 11.). | 
What ſhall I ſay of what he anſwered 
thoſe who aſked him, which was the great- 


thy whole ſoul, and with thy whole mind. 
This is the greateſt, and the firſk commandment. 
And the ſecond is like to this: Thou ſhalt love 
[= b neighbour as thyſelf (Matt. xxii. g7.). 

They alfo propoſed to him other artful 


queſtions, concerning the reſurrection of. 
the dead, miracles, and his own perſon, 


which he ſatisfied in the ſame manner, for 


the inſtruction of his church; thus making 
the malice of his enemies ſerviceable to our 


ſalvation. 


Thus it is, that the ſervants of God, 
when they are perſecuted, ſatisfied, with 
the teſtimony of their own conſcience, 


ought to labour with fear and love, not 
in ſeeking for the means of reſiſting the 


wicked, but in reconciling them to God; 


perſevering in the practice of virtue; pro- 


fiting by the occaſions of e their 
aithful 

imitators of Chriſt; enemies to his ene- 

mies; depoſitaries of his truth; defenders 


fidelity to God; remaining ever 


ft commandment of the law ? Thou ſhalt 
love thy Lord God with thy whole heart, with 
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of his croſs; and victorious over the malice 
of the world. | 


* 5 2 
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On Chriſt, concerning the ſnares laid againſt 
him by his enemes. 


Orr Jeſus, love of my foul how 
can we reſiſt the ſweetneſs of thy {þi- 
rit? Thou loveſt, O amiable Saviour ! 
and art not loved. Thou ſhineſt, O di— 
vine light! and art not known. Thou 
receiveſt all, O ſource of heavenly bleſſings! 
and we come not to thee. Thou ſeckeſt 
us, O life of my ſoul ! Thou aſkeſt, as a 
favour, that we would give thee our hearts, 
and we reje& thee, and fly from thee. 
How comes this, O divine Jefus? is there 
any thing hateful to be found in thee ? or 
rather, what can be found without thee, 
and out of thee, which deſerves to be 
loved ? but, O my God! let not our in- 
gratitude provoke thee, 


Remember that thou haft ſaid, hiſt there 


are twelve hcurs of the da (John X1.9.): 

thou mayſt give me one of them for know- 
ing and loving thee. Begin by this, al- 
tho it comes very late, and perhaps may 
be the laſt of my life. Since I have been 
fo unhappy as to ſpend the others without 


n 
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ce Ml loving thee, may I begin at leaſt now 
Thoſe, who after ſpending the whole day 
without doing any thing, came in the even- 
ing to labour in thy vineyard, and ſatisfied 
thee notwithſtanding ; becauſe none but 
thoſe that refuſe to come, are diſpleaſing 
to thee. Forget therefore what 1s paſt, O 
my God! receive me this moment into 
the number of thy ſervants. Let my heart 
love thee, my ſpirit adore thee, and my 
whole interior embrace thee. | 

IT. -When ſhall I be able to ſay with 
ruth, as thy apoſtle did; Mo ſhall ſepa- 
i- rate me from the love of God? (Rom. viii. 
uM 35-) But if I love thee truly, why ſhall I 
not be able to ſay it with truth? No, 
ſt Lord! the fear of death ſhall not ſeparate 
à me from thee, ſince thou art my life; nor 
„ the love of this life; for I am quite ready 
e. to loſe it for thee; nor the powers of hea- 
e ven, becauſe thou art more powerful than 
r they ; nor things preſent, becauſe they paſs 
- away; nor things to come, becaule I love 
ec nothing in them but thee alone; nor tri- | 
bulation, becauſe thou comforteſt me ; nor 
anguiſh, becauſe thou dilateſt my heart; 
nor hunger, becauſe thou filleſt me; nor 
poverty, becauſe thou enricheſt me; nor 
dangers, becauſe thou ſecureſt me; nor 
perſecution, becauſe thou protecteſt, me ; 
nor ſword or torments, . becauſe they are 
ſweet to me on account of thy love ; nor 
ſlavery, becauſe I ſhall find true freedom 


In 


228 Contemplation on XXIII. ſuffering. 
in thee; nor freedom, itſelf, becauſe I de, 

fire to be a ſlave to thy love; nor creatures, 

becauſe they are nothing before thee ; nor 
the viciſſitudes of this world.; nor the wile 
of my enemies; nor my own miſeries; be- 

cauſe thou changeſt all theſe evils into ſo 
many bleſſings for me. 

III. If thou art for me, O my God 
who ſhall be againſt me? If thou haſt given 
thyſelf to me with that unbounded charity, 
why wilt thou nat give me all things with 
thee ? By loving thee, I am ſtrong, Pa- 
tient, and meek; I believe all things, hope 
for all things, am all things, expect al 
bleſſings, and avoid all evils, For by lov- 
ing thee, I poſſeſs thee; and by poſſeſſing 
thee, I am in want of nothing. By loving 
thee, I am a man, I am an angel, I am 
happy, I am dead to fin, and I live oniy 
for thee. Without thy love, what good 
can I have? and what evil have I not! l 
have but one thing to regret, O my Sa- 
viour! it is for having lived ſo long with- 
out loving thee; But after all, this is the 
forrow of a living man : for when I feel it 
not, I am as one that is dead. Grant, O 


divine Jeſus! that I may be contrite with- 


ſorrow, for not having. loved thee, in or- 
der to be inflamed with love when J begin 
to love thee. Enlighten my eyes, that | 
may ſee thy meekneſs, goodneſs, and cha- 
rity ; and that, being charmed with thy 


infinite beauty, 1 may become inſenſible to 


every 
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every thing elſe. This is what. thou ex- 
pecteſt of me; therefore thou beareſt with 
me, and waiteſt for me. May that happy 
moment come then, O Lord! wherein I. 
ſhall begin to love thee for ever ! 

IV. How. much is he to be lamented 
who loves not thee, O my Saviour! He 
lives only for his own miſery, and ruin. 
He is fooliſh, becauſe he is governed by 
himſelf, and not by thee. He is more- 
than ſick, becauſe he. hopes he can be heal- 
ed without thee ; and more than dead, be- 
cauſe he imagines. he can live without thee:. 
What do I ſay, O my God! Who can ex- 
preſs the unhappy. ſtate he is in? What 
worſe can happen to him than to reſiſt thee, 
and to ſeek for ſomething to be blamed in 
thee ? 

How deplorable is the miſery of the hu- 
man heart, when it is deprived of thy love! 
It endeavours to obſcure thee, O eternal 
light! to accuſe the, O divine purity! 
and to deceive thee, O infinite wiſdom! It. 
would oblige thee to retract, O immutable. 
truth! and would ſurpriſe thee in thy 


words, O increated word! Why ſhall 1 


ſeek to penetrate further into thy amorous 


heart, O my Jeſus !. is it not ſufficient for 
me to believe, that thou knoweſt the blind- 
neſs of. the Jews, and beareſt with 1 it; that. 
thou remaineſt in ſilence, and permitteſt 
every one to treat thee as he pleales ? 

TT Thou 


230. Contemplation on XXIII. ſuffering. 
Thou ſeeſt all the thoughts of thoſe un- 


grateful people, their hatred againſt thy 


perſon, their attempts againft thy virtue, 
their artifices againſt thy innocence, and 
their deſigns againſt thy wiſdom. Thou 
ſeeſt who they are, againſt whom they re. 
bel, what makes them do ſo, and what 
end they propoſe to themſelves; thou be- 
holdeſt them, and art filent ; and ſuffereſt 
all, O divine patience | O goodneſs, only 
worthy of being loved! for what is wantin 
to thee, O divine Jeſus! to make thyſeif 
be loved by every one? thou art a con- 
ſtant, faithful, meek, patient, generous, 
and compaſſionate friend, ingenious in con- 
verting all things into good, and full of 
infinite other perfections which I know not. 
V. I adore thee, O divine heart, ocean 
of all bleſſings, continual ſource of mer- 
cies, furnace of love, and treafure of ſo- 
vereign happineſs | In peace 1t/elf I will fleep 
and reſt, becauſe thou, O Lord! haſt fingu- 
larly ſettled me in hope (Pſ. iv. 9, 10.). O 
that thoſe miſerable_people had never laid 
ſnares againſt thee, but for drawing thee 
to them; how many graces wouldſt thou 
have beſtowed on them! What pleaſure 
wouldſt thou have taken in diſcovering thy 
divine ſecrets to them, had they only exa- 
mined thy , words for penetrating into the 
depth of them! How willingly wouldſt 
thou have allowed thyſelf to have been de- 
prived of all, had they ſought only thy 


bleſſings ! 
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bleflings ! It is thy cuſtom, O Lord! to 
do ſo; and it would ſeem that thou lovedſt 
to be deceived. For I call thee, and thou 
comeſt ; tho* thou knoweſt I ſhall ſoon for- 
jake thee. I beg thy pardon, thou grant- 


eſt me it, and accepteſt my reſolution of 


ſinning no more; tho' thou knoweſt I ſhall 


ſin again. Thou conſenteſt to the cove- 
nant I make with thee, tho' thou ſeeſt I am 
ſoon to break ir, and thus thou relieſt on 
me; becaule thou continually expecteſt the 
hour when I ſhall at laſt give myſelf to 
thee, never to forſake thee more. 75 
VI. But who has uſed moſt ſtratagems, 
O divine Jeſus! men for ſurpriſing thee, 
or thou For gaining them? How miſerable 


am I] is it poſſible for me to be ſo weak a 


creature, and that thou ſhouldſt uſe fo 
many endeavours for ſubjecting me to 
thee ? The Jews tho' miſerable and ter- 


reſtrial as they are, preſume to attack thy 


divine virtue, againſt which they cannot 


prevail: and thou, O Lord! being what 


thou art, why doſt thou not ſubdue me at 
once, . me who am but duſt and aſhes ? 
How can I eſcape the nets of thy charity, 
which I find ſpread on every ſide for catch - 
ing me? There are ſo many of them in 
tribulation, in temptation, in thy inſtructi- 
ons, in the menaces of thy juſtice, in the 


gifts of thy mercy, upon earth, in heaven, 


and in hell; and I avoid them all. But, 


alas ! what ſhall I avoid, fooliſh that I am ? 
N | Whence 
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Whence comes it that my miſeries ſtop and 
Hinder me from falling into that amiable 
ſnare ? 
Break my bonds, O Lord! that I may 
fall into thine, and then Iwill ſacripce 10 
thee a hoſt of praiſe, and I will invoke thy Holy 
name (Pſal. cxv. 8.), But how can they be 


broken, O thou falvation of my ſoul! It 


is true thou. layeſt ſnares for me every 
where ; but thou wouldſt have me fall into 
them voluntarily; becauſe thou wilt not 
have conſtrained love; and when it is con- 
ſtrained, it is not love. Break thou thy- 
{lf therefore, O my God! the chains 
which keep me bound to the fleſh and the 
world; and I will voluntarily ſadrifice to 
thee, and love thee with all my freedom, 


(Pal. liit. 8.). For tho" I freely love the | 


things which ſeparate me from thee, the 
habit of loving them forms in me ſo ſtrong 


a chain, that even when I fee good and 


approve it, I depart not from evil. I de- 
fire thee, O Lord! but I do not defire 
thee perfectly ; becauſe I deſire ſomething 


With thee, which I defire not for thee. No- 


thing but thy grace can' break this chain, 
deliver me from myſelf, and transform me 
into thee. Accompliſh thy work, and 
grant that I may become for ever the ſlave 
of thy divine love. I. 
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For the truths he taught us whilſt his enemies 
were laying ſnares againſt him. 


Return thee a thouſand: thanks, O ſource. 
of all bleſſings! not only. becauſe thou 
offereſt me all thoſe thou poſſeſſeſt, but alſo: 
becauſe thou draweſt good out of evil itſelf; 
for my ſalvation. Mayſt thou be bleſſed 
eternally for that infinite love; which, in- 
ſtead of puniſhing thy enemies for all the 
ares they had laid for thee; became for 
me a ſource of heavenly confolations, ſa- 
lutary inſtructions, and divine truths ; for 
enlightning me, and drawing me to thee. 
Grant, O Lord! that I may comprehend 
them, and adore them: imprint them in 
my heart, that it may love thee with all. its 
ſtrength, O my only and ſovereign good. 
IT. I adore thee, O peaceable king! who 
wouldſt neither govern me by the wiſdom» 
of Salomon, nor terrify me by the threat- 
nings of Jonas, nor dazzle me by the ſplen- 
dor of any worldly grandeur ; but haſt 
drawn me by a moſt divine wiſdom, by in- 
finite riches, by an eternal kingdom, and 
by the charms of thy love. Thou art 
more than Salomon, becauſe no. earthly at- 
fection can make the change, and the inte- 
rior peace thou giveſt, is full of a moſt 
heavenly conſolation, Thou art more than 
| ; Salomon, 
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Salomon, becauſe thy treaſures are inex- 


hauſtible, and thy glory immortal. Thou 


art truly more than Jonas; the vanquiſher 
of death; ſince it was only by thee that he 
appeaſed the ſtorm, converted ſinners, and 
received the penitents. Permit not thoſe 
graces, O Lord! to be inſtruments of 
my - condemnation ; grant I may love 
them, be faithful to them in this life, and 


receive the recompence of them in the 


other. . 

III. I adore thee, O moſt pure lamb 
ſpouſe of chaſte ſouls, wean my heart from 
earthly affections, that T may love that 
angelic purity; and becauſe I cannot ar- 
rwe, but by the gift of thy grace, at a 
happineſs to which thou haſt ſaid all do not 
attain, do thou thyſelf fight againſt my 
enemies, kindle in me the fire of thy Cha- 
rity, draw my heavy and earthly heart by 
thoſe ſpiritual chains, purify it from every 
low and mean deſire, and make it worthy 


of thee. 


IV. I adore thee, O prince of peace! 
guide and ſaviour of finners ! becauſe thou 
haſt vouchſafed to be their paftor. Infi- 
nite thanks be given to thee, for having 
opened to publicans and ſinners the en- 
trance of thy kingdom; I am of that 
number, O Lord! leave me not without; 
bring me to thee, and ſeparate me from 
myſelf. "0 I love thee, embrace _ 

x an 


A thankſgiving to Chriſt. 225 
x- and acknowledge thee for my. ſovereign 
ou Lord, and only happineſs. 5a 
er V. I adore thee with all my heart, O 
he Wl father of the world to come! but with a 
ad Ml fincere faith, and not with the artifice and 
e diſſimulation of the Phariſees. I acknow- 
of ledge thee. for the maſter of pure truth, 
ve for the divine light which conducts us to 
d God, and for the faithful ſpouſe of our 
he I fouls, who without reſpect of perſons, 
openeſt thy heart to all thoſe that are wil- 
ling to enter into it. Teach me to give to 
the world, to Ce/ar, and to my neighbour, 
what thy law preſcribes; and to thee, O 
my happineſs ! this ſoul upon which thou 
haſt engraven thy image: as it was made 
only fur thee, it ought to be wholly thine. 
Deliver me from the unjuſt tributes which 
-I would willingly: have paid to thy ene- 
Dy mies; that I may no longer depend on 
ry I *ny but thee, O my God! who art my 
Lord. {mos e bw fic 1 
VI. I adore thee, O true ſpouſe of my 
> ! © foul | do not ſuffer it ever to abandon it- 
vu ſelf to other loves. Thou art my whole 
i- happineſs and glory; I ought to love no- 
ig thing but thee. And I deſire only thee, 
n- Give me that nuptial robe, wherewith thou 
at requireſt thoſe to be cloathed that come to 
t; the nuptials of the lamb. Hide not thy 
m face: from me. Let my ears continually 


e, hear thy voice; that I may never hear the 
1d ſerpent's 
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ſerpent's voice, that ſeeks to corrupt my 
fidelity. 1123 | 
VIE I adore thee ! O divine wiſdom | 
who haſt taught me that good and evil 
comes from the heart. Thy moſt pure 
eyes are never deceived by appearances, 
they penetrate the bottom and truth of 
things. Create à clean heart in me, O God! 
and renew a right ſpirit in my bowels. (Pf. |, 
12.) This is as eaſy to thee as it is difficult 
to me; thy goodneſs is greater than my 
obduracy, and thy light ſtronger than my 
blindneſs. Shine, O divine fun! in the 
dark cell: of my heart, and make that 
fountain of living water: ſpring up therein, 
which aſcends unto thee. DIES. 
VIII. I adore thee, O merciful father 
always ready to receive thy fugitive and 
prodigal children. I am not worthy to look 
up to heaven, nor to be received into the 
number of thy children; allow me only to 


be the loweſt of thy domeſtics, and I shall 


be content. 1 
IX. I adore thee, O ſhepherd of ſtrayed 


ſheep ! which thou ſeekeſt in their flight 


with ſo much trouble, I am gone further 
aftray than others, give joy to heaven, by 

bringing me back again, and ſaving me, 
O faithful companion of ſinners ! enter in- 
to this poor cottage, that ſalvation and 
peace may enter into it with thee ; ſhew it 
thy mercy, ſince thou loveſt mercy better 
than ſacrifice. 


X. I. adore: 
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myſelf, Dilate this heart, O eternal _ 
. rity ! 
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X. TI adore thee, O certain refuge of the 
miſerable ! As thou ſoſtenedſt, by the ſweet- 
neſs of thy words, thoſe that came to ap- 
prehend thee, and madeſt them confeſs, 
that never man ſpoke lite thee (John. vii. 46.)z 
ſo change the bad diſpoſitions of my heart, 
that I may know thy truth; and ſince thou 
didſt not condemn the adulterous woman 
when fhe was brought before thee ; receive 
me alſo, O Lord! for I know that with 
thee there is nothing to be found but par- 
don, comfort, ſalvation, grace, and love. 
XI. Let thy enemies lay for me what 
ſnares they pleaſe ; let them employ what- 
ever the blackeſt malicecan invent for hurting 
me; I am ſure it will be only my own fault 
if thou doſt not turn it to the profit of my 
ſoul. What have I then to fear, O my 
God and my ſtrength! even when I am 
aſſaulted with temptations, when ] feel the 
reſiſtance of corrupt nature, and when-I 


abhor the renouncing all things, for follow- | 


ing thee with more freedom ? Shall I find 
any one that can and will convert all things 
for me into good, as thou doft, O divine 
jeſus! No evil was done thee but what be- 


came for me a ſource of bleſſings ; thou - 


ſweeteneſt what was moſt bitter therein; 


thou makeſt water iſſue out of the rocks; 
thou calmeſt the moſt enraged ſea; and 
draweſt life from the very boſom of death. I 


cannot therefore fear any thing but from 
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rity ! that I may caſt myſelf, with con. 
dence, love, and reſignation, into that 
ocean of mercy, which opens its boſom 
for me; that I may abide in the paternal 
arms of that loving providence which go- 
verns me ; and that I may repoſe ther-in, 
poſſeſs thee therein, and be for ever poſſeſſ. 
ed of thee therein. 


i <Q avaſt pure a diſpenſatrix of 

heavenly treaſures; you whoſe conſolation 
and life was the Lord, and who aſcended 
by him to that degree of perfection and 
glory, which you now poſſeſs ; draw me 
to you, fortify me in his love, ſince he is 
my hope and happineſs. Bleſſed ſpirits ! 
enebriated with the delights of God's houſe, 
procure me ſome drops of thoſe celeſtial 
waters, to ſprinkle the dry and barren 
round of my heart; that having once 
taſted of thoſe rivers of pleaſure, I may 
continually ſigh after the fountain, till | 
poſſeſs it at laſt with 7 Amen. 
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XXIV. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


A 
* 


The ingratitude of the Jews. 


(ap is ſo great a connexion be- 
twixt ſins, that every yice ſeems to 
be ane origin of all others. Hence it is 

2 that 
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that the ſaints ſay ſometimes, that pride is 
the root of all evil, ſometimes that it is 
diſobedience; there are ſome that affirm it 
is the irregular love of ourſelves; others 
that it is envy; and ſome that it is ingra- 
titude. St. Bernard calls this laſt vice, the 
enemy of the foul, the deſtruction of me- 
rits, the diſſipation of virtues, and the loſs 
of all graces; a burning wind which dries 
up the fountain of picty. the dew of mercy, 
and the channel of divine communications. 
Thus it is he attributes all evils to ingrati- 
tude. But tho' the cus had many others, one 
of which alone was capable of ruining them, 
it is certain that ingratitude was one of the 
moſt dangerous; ſince it was fortified by 
all others, and ſince it rendered them at the 
ſame time more odious and incurable. 
However it be, we may affirm that it gave 
our Lord, for many years, ſuch pains as 
required an invincible patience. 

II. It is eaſy to comprehend at firſt view, 
how troubleſome it is to meet with nothing 
but bad treatment, from thoſe we have 


heaped benefits upon. The prieſts and 


chiefs of the people, were not only the 


moſt ungrateful, but leſt it ſhould be 


thought that they were obliged to him, 
they defamed him every where, and their 
hatred increaſed in proportion to his fa- 
vours. Others that followed him in view 
of ſome temporal advantage, withdrew 


when he ſpoke not to them according to 


their 


” 0000000 
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their deſires; as thoſe did whom he had 
.miraculouſly fed with five loaves. and two 
fiſhes. For having deſigned to make him 
King, in hopes of living pleaſantly under 
his reign, they abandoned him, whenever 
they heard him ſpeak of that heavenhy 
bread, which he was to give to the r 


Some after having been healed, not only. 
did not thank him for it, as the nine le. 


pers; but - many even of thoſe who had 
followed him, became his perſecutors. 

In fine thoſe miſerable people whom he 
had prevented with his favours, after hav- 
ing received him with great rejoicings and 
acclamations, and having acknowledged 
him as ſent from God ; after having wiſhed 
to touch only the hem of his garment for 
their cure, and having met together in a 


crowd about him, from all parts adjacent, 


they joined. his enemies, preferred to him a 
murtherer, required that he ſhould be cru- 


cified, and led him themſelves to the place 
.of execution. 


But what can never be ſufficiently ad- 


mired, is that our laviour knowing their 
intentions, and foreſeeing their ingratitude, 


ceaſed not to inſtruct - chem in his divine 
truths, and to beſtow on them a thouſand 


bleſſings, ſo far as to give Judas himſelt, 


that betrayed him, the marks of his ten- 


derneſs, and to reſtore to Malchus, that was 


come to ſeize him, the ear which St. Peter 


135 cut off. 
III. Human 
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III. Human laws declare that ingrati- 
ov W tude is a awful cauſe to parents for diſin- 
n WW heriting their children, and to maſters for 
r refuſing a reward to their ſervants. It 
r deſtroys ancient friendſhip in ſuch a man- 
Yer, that thoſe who are afterwards recon- 
. cited to one another, give no other reaſon 
br it, but that it is the nature of virtue to 
* forget evil, and to do good even to thoſe 
do are moſt unworthy thereof. For no- 

thing can excuſe ingratitude ; the more one 


e Wl endeavours to juſtify it, the more inſup- 


portable it becomes; and the beſt excuſe 
is to acknowledge that we have none. But 


are almoſt continually weakened thereby; 
and there is nothing but the divine love 
wherewith Chriſt was filled, that can in- 
creaſe by ingratitude: for far from bein 
extinguiſhed thereby, or changed into ha- 
'* Wired, as it commonly happens amongſt 
men, it became the more ardent in him. 

The ingratitude of the ou? inſtead of 
. ſhutting up the heart o Jeſus, made the 
r treaſures of his wiſdom and mercy flow 
„ vith greater abundance; and thoſe who 
© Wfterwards acknowledged. their fault, were 
d received with as much goodneſs as if UF. 
had never been ungrateful. 

IV. But we who are born within the 
pale of the church, who are nouriſhed 
n the boſom of the faith and charity of 
hriſt, who ſee the wonderful effects of 
n Vor. II. L his 


whatever may be done, human friendſhips - 
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big power, hear. the divine truths, by which 
has taught us the way to heaven, and 
bs draw Waters in Joy. out of the ſaviour"; 
fountains, (Iſai. xii. 3.) are we leſs ungrate. 
ful than the Jews? We reject all "thok 
graces, run after the deceitful image of 
earthly pleaſures, with as great earneſtnels 
as if they were ſolid and eternal, and live 


in an entire 3 of * we owe| 


to God. We dare even preſent ourſelves 
before his majeſty in this Rate, and ſtay in 
his houſe with as much tranquility, as if 
we were faithful-to him. We go into his 
temple, as if he ſaw nothing but good in 

us, and we exerciſe his patience. no les, 
than the ungrateful Jews, id that crucified 
HM. _ i -: 
Divines teach that the ſin into which we 
relapſe is greater than the firſt; becauſe 
there is an ingratitude i in committing again 
A fault which had been pardoned us. What 
then muſt thoſe be into. which we ſtill daily 
fall, after God has Parponcd us Wem a 
thouſand times? , 

If we add thercto the ala we * of 
cemporal goods, which-have been giyen us 
for meriting heaven, and which we ſo often 
make uſe of for deſerving hell; the con- 
tempt of ſpiritual goods; the negligenc: 
in ſerving God, in preſerving grace, in 
making good uſe of time, in correſpond- 
ing with the divine inſpirations; 3 Whilſt we 


* wholly * in the cares of ky 
"IF 2. Bs 7 | * You 


- „ 
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I world, and our paſſions and rude pleaſures 
| MW have more power. over us thin the infinite 
WW majeſty, the greatneſs, truth, eternity, 
power, and glory of God, by whoſe good- 
neſs we live, and whole ſeverity we cannot 
' MW avoid, our ingratitude will at laſt become 
$ Wl tozus an abyſs of woe and perdition. There 
e will no longer any hope remain for us, but 
e in the infinite charity of Chriſt, who fore- 
5 WM ſeeing the hardneſs of our hearts, has 
n Wl vouchfafed to be crucified for ungrateful 
i'W wretches ; and is ſtill ready to forget our 
is WW ingratitudes, if we return to him ſincerely, 
in But let us remember that this patience, 
„ which: bears with us ſo long, may be turn- 
ed into a juſt wrath; and that without it 
we ſhould have been already loſt. 65 
well V. The mercy which God ſhews in re- 
ne gard of us, is not only to us a matter of 
un W comfort, hut alſo an example given us by 
nat him; that we may do good to thoſe who 
ih are; ungrateful towards us; and that the 
a obligation we have to him, may have more 
power over us than our on reſentments. 
ol For this reaſon he commands us to love 
5} our enemies: for if you love them, ſays he, 
ten tat lode you, What thanks is due to you; far 
0n- even./inners love thoſe that love them. And if 
nee you dg good to them that do good to you, what _ 
ing thanks is due to you ? for even finners do this--- 
nd-W But love your enemies: do good, and lend, not 
well hoping for any thing thereby ; and your reward 
5 ſoall be great, and jou, fall be the children 7 
IB | 2 $1.6 
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the moſt high : for he is kind to the ungrate- 

ful and to the wicked. (Luke vi. 32, 33, 

35.799 

The very heathens have owned, that 

he who refuſes to | oblige an un rateful 

perſon, does more injury to himſelf than 

2 him; becauſe he loſes the merit of do- 
good. which is much more precious 


oo the benefit he refuſes. By doing good 


to a man, we do not make him more 
wicked, perhaps we even make him bet⸗ 
ter; but by refuſing him a favour, we be- 
come always leſs good; and becauſe ano- 
ther is ungrateful, we will not be gene- 
rous; yet it is certain that it is not the 

rt of true virtue to neglect doing good, 
—— others do evil. 

If we conſider the bleſſings we daily re- 
ceive from God, notwithſtanding our in- 
gratitudes, we ſhall have no need of other 
motives for obliging} our neighbour, tho 
he behave ill towards us: beſides, to act 
chriſtianly we muſt do good to men only 
for the love of God, without expecting 

any acknowledgment from them. As they 
eaſily forget the good that is done them, 


we loſe it when we do it for them: - which 
made the wiſe man ſay, (Wiſdl. xvi. 29.) 


that the faith of the ungrateful ſhall. melt as 
do inter ice, and ſhall. periſh as unprofitable wa- 
ter; becauſe when he is out of neceſſity, he 
forgets his. benefa&or, and attributes to 
himſelf the fwours he has received from 

another, 


- 


another, according to theſe words of Ec- 
dlefraſticus, (xxix. 21.) a ſinner counteth the 


goods of his ſurety to himſelf ; and unthankful 


in mind will forſake him that delivered him. 


He torments himſelf, as a philoſopher 


ſays, by the benefits he receives: he hates 
the benefit, becauſe he has received it; 
and leſſens the value of it, becauſe he 


ought to return it; but therein he injures 


only himſelf, and his unworthineſs ſtill 
heightens the merit of his benefactor. Ma- 
lice always drinks up the greateſt part of 
its own poiſon; but this poiſon is not like 


that of ſerpents: for ſerpents carry theirs 


about with them for hurting others, and 
are not incommoded thereby; whereas the 
ungrateful man is puniſhed by his own 
ingratitulde. 125 5 

Since the example of God and human 
reaſon induce us to oblige the ungrateful, 
it is ſufficient to add here, that there is 
ſearce any thing in this world more worthy 
of a holy emulation, than to return good 
for evil; becauſe of the interior graces 
with which God always fills thoſe who ſut- 
fer evil by doing good; and who ceaſe not 
to do good, altho* they refuſe to acknow- 
ledge it. Experience what I ſay, and you 
will find the truth of it. 
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- CONTEMPLATION 


N On Chrift bearing with the Jews \engratitude, 


Tf it poſſible, O my Saviour ! that there 
is no ſort of affliction: hut what thou 
haſt been Pleaſed to ſuffer; and thar after 
o many, Pains endured for us, thou till 
ſuffereſf mien to be ungrateful, ſo far as to 
make uſe of thy own benefits for offending 
thee? Bleſſed be the love which made thee 
ſupport ſuch an ingratitude. Let me ſee, 
© tweet Jeſus! the ſecrets of thy heart: 
There never was any fo fenfible of . "?ngra- 
tude; and yet that ce wich ought to 
Trave dried up the fountain of thy, bleffings, 
makes them flow abundantly eyen upon 
thoſe who refuſe them. I adore thee, O 
divine heart ! Alas) who can deſerve our 
love, our praiſes; adorations, and ſervices, 
but thou, who art rich in love, in mercy, 
in benefits, and in patience ? We can nei- 
ther limit their extenſion, nor exhauſt their 
riches. 

Thou ſeeſt, O Lord! the extreme in- 
gratitude with which people endeavour to 
deſtroy thy. favours, and to return thee 
nothing, for ſo many bleſſings, but inju- 
ries, contempts, torments, and à cruel 
death. The ſick whom thou haſt healed, 
and the ignorant whom thou haſt inſtruct- 
ed, riſe up againſt thee : and that ſource 
of goodneſs is not drained, nor that fur- 


nace 


ar. Mi —- 


it 


titude, when the 


- Contenplaths on XXIV. fuffering: 2 
mace of charity extinguiſhed ; far from de- 
riving thoſe ungrateful people of the 
ik of receiving new favours, thou till 
offereſt them ſome every day. | 
What can they defire when they poſſeſs 
thee, O ſource of all good! with what 
pretence can they cover their ingra- 
14 reject thee? When 
they haye not whereof to eat, thou filleſt 
them. If they want any thing, thou ſtay- 


eſt not till they aſk it of tHee, for giving 


it to them. They find in thee the phyſt- 
cian and the remedy both of ſoul and body. 


Thou calrfieſt tempeſts, caſteſt out deyils, 


healeſt the Tick, raiſeſt the dead to life, 
teacheſt the way to heaven, pardoneſt fins, 

and takeſt the puniſhment thereof upon 
Kilelt. 

II. The queen of the ſouth might well 
have ſaid to thee, with much more reaſon 
than to Salomon, (3 King. x. 8.), Beſed are 
thy men, and bleſſed. ane thy ſervants, which 


fand before thee alete, and bear thy wiſ- 
dom----the Lord "hath lobed Iſrael for ever, 


and hath appointed thee king to do Judgment and 
fuftice. © That“ queen ſaw nothing in Salo. 
mon bit exterior and limited qualities which 


the admired; and ſhe would have found 
in thee a divine | power, a divine wiſdom; 
and a divine love; and if Trae was be- 


Joved of God, becauſe' Salomon governed 
i how much” more by ought it to 
*. E 4” have 
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have eſteemed itſelf in having thee for its 


king ? 

Nevertheleſs: thoſe ungrateful hearts are 
inſenſible of that happineſs; they rather 
chuſe what is moſt contemptible on earth, 
than thy graces and thyſelf; they perſecute 
thee continually, and will not be content 
till they have put thee to death. Their 
ſtreets, houſes, and fields are ſtill full of 
thy benefits, and they cannot ſuffer thee. 
Why doſt thou not deprive them of life, 
worthy and all the bleſſings they have re- 
9 from thee, O my God!] ſince they 
have no gratitude for them, and are ſo 
blind as to deſpiſe them? I adore the good- 
neſs at the ſame time with which thou 1ut- 
fereſt their repulſes, and the grief thou 


haſt on that account. Open me thy heart, 
O-merciful fathes ! and let that ſource of 


love and light flow upon mine, that I may 
know the enormity of my ingratitudes, by 
the excels of thy charity. 

O how true is what thou haft ſaid, O 


Lord! that thoſe who will not receive 


thee, thee who in the name of the father 


comeſt to them full of grace and truth, 


will receive another with open arms, who 


ſhall come in his own name, to ſeduce and 


deſtroy them. Since they prefer themſelves 
to thee, love the dect of the world 
more than thine, and the accompliſhment 
of their on carnal deſires, more than the 
communlegtion of thy divine Mane 
ey 


CD © 
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they ſhall find eternal death in the midſt of 
the life which thou bringeſt them. Thou 
ſeeſt their evils, and art ſenſibly touched 
therewith, whilſt they ſuffer them without 


concern. May thy infinite love be praiſed 


and glorified for ever. 


III. But alas, O Lord | when I admire. 


thy patience in ſupporting the ingratitude 
of the Jews, have I not reaſon to weep be- 
fore thee for my own paſt and preſent mi- 
ſeries, and to diſcover to thee my old 
wounds, -which have ſo often Kar out 
again, and which thou alone canſt cure ? 
Tho? I have not ſeen thee in thy mortal 
fleſh, I believe that all thou didſt on earth, 
is for me an ineſtimable treaſure of ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings: For thou waſt born for me 
alone, as well as for all others; and as thy 
perſon is of an infinite dignity, the virtue 
ak thy divine works can never be exhauſt- 

In thy actions, words, and merits, 
[nd my 2 upport, my direction, my food 
and life: from thence it is I hope for and 
believe what I do not ſee. 

Behold what thou giveſt me, O my 
God! but if I think on what J return 
thee, how ſhall I preſume to appear before 
thee ? What ought I not to fear, O Lord! 
if thy mercies riſe up againſt me; if thy 
benefits condemn me, if thy. whole good- 
neſs confounds me, and if what hes haſt 
prepared. for 7 remedy becomes to me a 
enn Poiſon 7 What ſervice have my 
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eyes, tongue, and ears, my whole body, 


underſtanding, and will, my memory, ſoul, 
and all that F am, revtieend thee ? What 
has my gratitude been to thee for heaven, 
earth, and elements, for being, life, and 
all the temporal bleſſings which thou haſt 
beſtowed on me; or rather how have I not 
abuſed them in offending thee with an ex: 
treme ingratitude ? 
Ah! if T conſider that eee of 
Ipiritudl bleſſings which thou haſt given 
me, and which thou haſt promiſed me, 
which I have loſt and neglected; - what 
ought I not to fear, O my God | Wha 
mall become of me if thou entereſt into 
judgment -againſt me ! But 'what ſhould 
already have become of me, if thou hadſt 
not regarded me with that ſame mercy, 
which made thee die for the ungrateful ? 
When thou didſt viſit me by the ſweet- 


elk f thy preſence; when my ſoul was 


charmed with thy beauty; z When every 


_ thing that removed it from thee appeared 


inſupportable to it; and when it ſuffered 
With fuck great pain the neceſſity of ſatis. 
Fying the Wants of the body; what did it 


behold 3 in thee, O Lord! to-abandon thee 


ſo ſobn, to forget thee entirely, to give 
way to other loves, and to reject thy*truths, 


after reliſning them with ſo pure a joy? 


„ Thou: foff none of thy attractives, 0 
eternal beauty! when I fled from thee: 
re dhe ä 1 fought alter beſides 


thee, 
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thee, ceaſed” not to be vile and periſhable: 
What reaſon had I then to forſake thee for 
them? for I found not in them thoſe chaſte 
delights which are enjoyed with thee. | 

When afterwards, touched with a ſenſe 
of my wanderings, I returned to thee, thou 
didſt receive, comfort, and pardon me: 
[ then knew that thou waſt my only refuge, 
and that I could not be faved but by ad- 
hering to” thee. What therefore have I 
fince found in creatures which ſeparated 
me from thee; to ſeek them ſtill in offend- 

ing thee? How miſerable am I, O my 
God 

IV. But my miſery will' appear much 
greater, if beſides the benefits which are 
common to me with many others, I call. 
to mind the particular graces which IJ have 
received from thee; the ſins thou haſt par- 
doned me; the temptations thou haſt made 
me overcome, and the dangers from which 
thou haſt delivered me; and when I con- 


fels before thee the particular ingratitudes I 


C 


haye fallen into after ſo many favours; my 
heart is ſo full of ſorrow and confuſion for 
it, that T reckon all other miſeries of my 
life as nothing. To thee only' bave J fiel, 
O my God! and 1 ought to have loved 
nothing but thee alone. I Have” done evil 


before thee, and confeſs” it in the ſight of 
the whole world; that thy ney may tri 


umph over my ingrat I Was con- 
cerora in iniquities, for that. reaſon it is 4 


"ny 


F 2 7 


2:52 Contemplation on XXIV. ſuffering. 
am ſo prone to commit them, and thou 
art ſo eafy to pardon them. Thou haſt 
loved truth; thou haſt always fulfilled thy 
promiſes, and I ceaſe not to violate thoſe 
by new fins which I have made thee ſo 
often. The hidden things of thy THT thou 
haſt made manifeſt to me, which found out 
the means of elevating me by thy humilia- 
tions, of enriching me by thy merits, and 
of defacing my ingratitude by thy ſuffer- 
ings. Thus the only confidence 1 have 
left, is, that thou ſbalt ſprinkle me with 
ayſop, and I ſhall be cleanſed ; thou ſbalt waſ} 
me, and I ſhall be made whiter than ſnow. To 
my hearing thou ſhalt give joy and gladneſs, and 
the humbled bones fhall rejoice. (Pſ. I. 6---10.) 


O powerful queen of heaven! in whom 
grace was never unprofitable, and who 
have acquired by your fidelity an immenſe 
treaſure of celeſtial bleſſings, God has been 
pleaſed that you ſhould be our refuge; 
help me, aſſiſt me, an ungrateful perſon 
unworthy of every thing that is good. 
May I return into the houſe and friendſhip 
of our Lord, who rendered you ſo perfect; 
and may I never forget his mercies. Hap- 
ꝓy citizens of heaven, who are filled with 
bleſſings, in aſſurance never to loſe them, 
have. compaſſion on the inconſtancy and 
_ dangers wherein we live in this place of 
miſeries; obtain me a continual remem- 
brance, and an earneſt deſire of the happine!s 


which 


Chriſt was devoured, urged him interiorly 
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which ye poſſeſs, that being for ever diſ- 
guſted with the pleaſures of this world, I 
may ſigh no longer after any thing but 
what renders you arte happy. Amen. 


: . 


Iv. SUFFERING of CHRIST: 


The earneſt defire he bad of his paſſion, ond the 
Hbuman fear he had thereof. 


T H E Son of God, in becoming man, 
chiefly propoſed to himſelf three 
things, as the end of all his labours; his fa- 
ther's glory; the eſtabliſhment” of the law 
of grace; and the redemption of mankind. 

But becauſe the glory of God' was to be 
made .known to the whole world, by the 
death of our Saviour; that the law of 
grace, which he had publiſhed, was to be 


confirmed by his ſufferings; and that the 


redemption of mankind was to be conſum- 
mated by the effuſion of his blood: the deſire 
he had of ſeeing his father glorified, the new 
law eſtabliſhed, and men redeemed, was 
ſo ardent, that one may ſay, without any 
tear of exaggerating, that that deſire was 
the greateſt of all his torments, 

The zeal of God's houſe, with which 


to 
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to accompliſh his work ; repreſented con- 
tinually to him what he had to ſuffer; and 
gave him no repoſe. True it is, our Sa- 
viour was pleaſed it ſhould be ſo, that that 
pain continuing the longer with him, it 
might be more full of grace and merit for 
us.; but he was pleaſed alſo to make us 
comprehend thereby, that ſo painful a 
death, far from being the effect of chance, 
or of the ſole malice of men, proceeded 
from a profound wiſdom, and a charity 
which could ſuffer no delay. 

For we muſt not judge of the length of 
Chriſt's ſufferings, by the time of his paſ- 
ſion, which laſted only about twenty hours. 
He not only felt the pain and ignominy 
thereof at that time, but they were preſent 
to his mind during the whole courſe of his 
life; and his holy | humanity was continually 
poſſeſſed therewith.” 

IT. He expreſſed his deſire and fear of 
it, by theſe words ſo full of love: ( Like xii. 
50.) I am to be baptiſed with a baptiſm : and 
how am I ſrraitened ill it be accompliſhed ! 
He alſo calls his paſſion a baptiſm, when 
he aſked the children of Zebedee, who de- 
| fired to have the firſt places in his king- 

dom, ſaying; Cen you drink the cup which 
J am to drink, and be baptiſed with the bap- 
tim therewith J am to be baptiſed (Mark x. 
38.). If theſe terms of cup- and baptiſm de- 
note any thing agreeable, tis becauſe our 
Saviour's love could find no comfort but 
in. 


, 


XXV. ſuffering of Cbriſt. 255 
in that cup and in that bath of blood 
where he was to waſh away our iniquities, 
Lhe holy ſcripture is full of the praiſes: 
of that precious blocd: it ſays it is the 
blood of the New Teſtament, (Matt. xxvi. 
28.) in which we ſhall be purified, and 
that it intercedes for us with God: that it 
was by his own blood Chriſt once entered into the 
ſanfluary, having obtained for us an eternal 
redemption: that as in the old law without: 
*the effuſion of blood there was no redemption, 
ſo in the new law how much more ſhall the 
blood of Chriſt-----cleanſ# our conſciences from 
dead works, to ſerve the living God (Heb. ix. 
12, Xxxii. 13.). And as Chriſt was pleaſed 
to be baptiſed'in Jerdan, in order to give 
to the Waters the virtue of ſanctifying our 
fouls, he was alſo pleaſed to be waſhed in 
his on blood, to teach us, that that blood 
is not a ſign of wrath and dearti, but a 
fountain of life and grace. | 
III. When he healed the fick, gave ſight 
to the blind, ſpeech to the dumb, life to 
the dead, and ſaw the people: full of joy 
and ſurpriſe, he thought that all nations of 
the world would receive in their ſouls, by 
the virtue of his blood, in a ſpiritual man- 
JS the graces that ſo ſmall a number of 
eople had received in their bodies: and 
bis heart deſired, with a holy impatience, 
chat thoſe bleſſings might be communica- 
wed £6, all "Rm" te poke thereof conti - 
| © .. nually, 


r 
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nually, and on every occaſion, becauſe he 
was wholly taken up about it: 
Conſidering the ingratitude of the Jes, 
he foretold; that the Gentiles ſhould take 
poſſeſſion: of thoſe bleſſings, which the Fews 
had refuſed. Speaking of- drinking and 
eating, he commonly fell upon the parti- 
cipation of his body and blood, which was 


to give life to the world. Sometimes he | 
diſcourſed of ſheep which he was to bring 


into his fold, from all parts of the world; 
ſometimes of thoſe who were to come from 
the eaſt and weſt to ſit down at his table. 
He exhorted his diſciples to lift up their 


eyes, to view the fields already white and 


ready for harveſt. He affirmed, that when 
he ſhould be elevated on the croſs, he 
would draw all to him, and neglected no 
opportunity of expreſſing his extreme de- 
fire of our ſalvation. . 

IV. Thus when he ſaid, I came 10 caſt 
fire upon the earth, and what will I but that 
it be kindled? (Luke xi. 49.) He knew 
very well that that fire could only be kin- 
dled by the baptiſm of his blood; and ſee- 
ing that baptiſm delayed, he cried out with 
a ſigh, How am 1 ſtraitened till it be accom- 
pliſhed ! What zeal! what love! what ten- 
derneſs! What do men think of, not to 
converſe continually with a God ſo good, 


a friend ſo affectionate, and a father ſo cha- 


ritable, who, forgetting himſelf, is wholly 
taken up with our neceſſities. * wc 
Eo... Behold 
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Behold here the model in which we may 
diſcover, whether we be far from or near to 
God, and whether our views be pure and diſ- 


intereſted. For the ardour with which he de- 


fired the accompliſhment of our ſalvation, 
rendered every moment he had to wait pain- 
ful and tedious to him; altho' there was none 
of them but what was full of an infinite trea- 


ſure of merits for us. This thought urged 


him continually; and we, for whom he 
endured thoſe anguiſhes, allow ourſelves - 
to be carried away by quite contrary de- 
fires, tho' we know how much they diſ- 
pleaſed him, and that it was for plucking 
them out of our hearts, that he was pleaſed. 
to ſuffer death. I even preſume to ſay, 


that if the greateſt part of men would look 


back on their paſt lives, they would ſcarce- 
ly find, in ſo great a number of years, one 
ſingle day wherein they have laboured for 
their eternal ſalvation, with as great appli- 
cation as they have every day for what oc- 
caſions the loſs of their ſouls. 

How fooliſh are thoſe that put off all 
the care of their eternity till the-laſt hour of 
their life, and who imagine that amongſt the 
fears of God's judgments, before whom 
they muſt ſhortly appear, at the ſight of 


the puniſhments of hell, into which they 


will be ready to fall, amidſt the pains which 
ſeparate ſoul and body, they can think as 
they ought on the affair of their ſalvation |! 
How ſhall they at death love him _ all 

119597 | their 


258 XXV. /ufering of Chrift. 

their heart, whom they have not loved du- 
ring their life, and without the love of 
whom they cannot be ſaved ? Chriſt, the 
faithful friend of our ſouls, did not act in 
this manner; he had appointed an' hour 
wherein he was to die for us ; thought of 
it every moment; and died daily, becauſe 
that hour came no ſooner. We are no leſs 
obliged to him for the'good will he had to 
die, than for his death itſelf, We ought 
to confider the defires with which his heart 
was oppreſſed, as ſo many deaths ſuffered 
for us : for he continually renewed in him- 
ſelf the remembrance and deſire of that 
bloody bath, wherein he was to be plunged 
for the ſalvation of mankind. | _ 
VI. That love of the croſs occaſioned 
him alſo another pain, which was the na- 
taral fear and continual ſenſe of thoſe ſuf- 
ferings he was to undergo. The ſame love 
which made him chuſe them, rendered 
them always preſent to his mind; and in 
ſpite of the horror nature had thereof, he 
earneſtly deſired them. 

Men of courage, tho* they know the 

danger, ceaſe not upon occaſion to feek 


for the moſt dangerous poſts, to ſhow their 


valour: and the natural fear with which 
they are often ſeized, at taking up arms, 
does not hinder them from fighting brave- 
ly, nor from overcoming their enemy, af, 
ter having overcome their fear; but it con- 
tinues not long in them; whereas our'S4- 
A viour's 
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viour's holy humanity” felt it alwayss for 


he was all his life divided, as one ways ſdy, 


between the fear of torments, “ Which” he 
foreſaw even to the leaſt dircumſ tiles, and 
the deſire of accompliſhing the work of our 
redemption, by the death of the croſs. 
Which made him ſay, - after having com- 
plained of the delay of that bloody baptiſm, 
I came net io bring peace, but the feword (Matt. 


x. 34.) to cut off every thing that might 
ſokten my Pain, and to fight amongſt the 


Pains and ignominies of a cruel death; 7 
came J e upon the earth, and what weill 


Thut that” 1} be 22 (Luke xii. 49.) and 


that it may increaſe in the hearts of men, 
by the endeavours they ſhall make for re- 


ſiſting every thing that can deprive them 


of the true bleffinfgs? Thus they will fol- 
Tow. the ways T have'ſhewn them,” and they 


will expreſs their love to me in the ſame 
| mn, 23 I have expreſſed mine to them. 


VII. Behold here an excellent inſtrue- 


Hon for the ſervants of God, who interior- 
ly urged by his love to undertake great 
things, grieve to ſee themſelves: ſtopped 


hed the infirmity of nature. Our Lord, 


o deſigns to erect a great edifice upon 
40 weak a foundation, has ordained that 
natural infirmity, to which the will does 


not conſent, cannot hurt the perfection of 
love, but ſerves even ſometimes to aug- 
ment it; becauſe the ſenſe of human miſe- 


Ty, Com and afflictions, when the mind 
pre- 
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260 of the transfiguration. 
preſerves its vigour, makes us ſigh more 
earneſtly after the freedom of God's chil- 
dren, and defire' continually to be able 
without impediment, to give ourſelves to 
him, as he has given himſelf to Us... 


Of the BR ANSFIGURATION, | 
HE. fear and defire which the ſon 


of God had of ſuffering, clearly ap- 
—. in the miſtery of his transfigura- 
tion; wherein he was pleaſed to ſhew thoſe 


that love him, and are crucified for his 
love, ray: of that glory which he prepares 


for them. For eight days after he had de- 
clared to his diſciples, that the royal way 


of the croſs was that whereby it beheved 


him to walk; and that he would only ac- 
knowledge thoſe for his diſciples, that 
ſhould bear their croſs after him; burning 
with the deſire of being ſoon faſtened to 12 
he transfigured himſelf before them, in or- 
der to dilate their hearts by a view of his 
glory, and to give them a taſte before hand 
of the bleſſings which are hidden in the croſs. 

He choſe for the witneſſes of that 'myſte- 


three of his apoſtles; James, who was 


to be the firſt in ſuffering martyrdom ; 


Peter, who was to die on the croſs ;' and 


John, who after ſeeing his maſter expire, 
was to live only by pure love. He retired 
with them unto mount Thabor | and being 
| arrived 
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arrived there he prayed, to teach us that 


there is more force in prayer, for makin 
us bear the croſs, than weakneſs in the hu- 
man heart, for fearing it ; that prayer pu- 
rifies our love, and renders the earthly 
man wholly ſpiritual and.celeſtial, 

Our Saviour, during his prayer, allowed 


a ray of the glory of his ſoul, which he had 
© reſtrained till then, that he might be capa- 


ble of ſuffering, to ſpread itſelf over his 
body for ſome time: and his face fhined as 


the ſun; and his garments became white as 


ſnow (Matt. xvii. 2.). If corruptible fleſh 


be capable of ſo great a ſplendor, what 


will be the glory of a ſoul that has lived 
love ? 

II. There appeared on each ſide of him 
Moſes and Elias, whom he had choſen 
amongſt all the ſaints of the old law, to be 
witneſſes of his love and ſufferings. He 


on earth in the continual practice of divine 


choſe Elias, who after being perſecuted all 


his life by the wicked for God's cauſe, was 
afſumed into heaven in a fiery chariot, to 


| teach thoſe that ſuffer, that they ſhall not 


find. the end of their ſufferings, and their 
true conſolation, but in the fire of the di- 


vine love, which alone can elevate them 
above the thoughts and miſeries of this 


world. And he choſe Moſes, who being 
accuſtomed to. converſe familiarly with 
God, and to live in his preſence, deſpiſed 


the delights of Pharaoh's houſe, and choſe 


rather 
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rather to be afflicted with God's pe eople, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of o ce 2 
court. (4; {f* 4 445 

_ Behold what the divine. hone; pee in 
a faithful ſoul ! it deprives him by degrees 
of the pleaſure of every thing that can fix 
him to the world, and ge N dN his 


purification by ſufferings, 110% 510 
III. Chriſt then being thus placed be. 


twixt thoſe two faithful lovers of the croſs, 
who can expreſs what their ſentiments were, 


when they beheld him cloathed with: our 


fleſh whom they bad ſo ardently defired ? 


They ſaw, with their corporal eyes, the 
beauty of his countenance; and with the 
eyes of faith, the purity and beatinide of his 
ſoul, totally burning with love, and: full 
of the treaſures of thẽ wiſdom and n 


ledge of God. 


But tho they; were charmed with; the 
wonders. they diſcovered in him, they ſpoke 

to him only of the excels of his paſſion and 
if his deceaſe, which he was to undergo at. 
Jeruſalem, , (Luke ix. 31.) being perſuaded 
they could ſpeak of nothing more agreea- 
ble to him. And as our Saviour himſelf 
often entertained his diſciples abaut his res: 

proaches and croſs, which were the objects 
* Sis moſt. Andent deſires; fo: thoſe tw] O 
praphets;' being charmed with his interior 
and exterior beauty, and with his infinite 
charity, ſpoke to him of nothing but the 
thorns Wherewith he was to be crowned, 
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the wounds with which he was to be disfi- 
gured, the reproaches with which he was 


to be loaded, the tears he was to ſhed, 


the torments he was to undergo, and the 
triumph of his love in his death on the 
crols. 

- They - Waere the earneſtneſs af his 
heart after ſufferings, and the perfect ſub- 
miſſion of his holy humanity to his father's 
eternal will in all things; knowing that 
our Saviour had called them to him, that 
by ſpeaking to them he might moderate a 
little the ardour which conſumed him : for 
his diſciples were not yet capable of reliſh- 
ing ſo great a myſtery. Behold what was 
the ſubject of this converſation, after 
which our Saviour diſmiſſed Moſes and 
Elias full of conſolation. 

IV. Here are three things to be conſi- 
dered: Firſtly, the voice of the eternal fa- 
ther, which came from a bright cloud, 
and let theſe words be heard; This.1s my 
beloved fon, in whom I am well pleaſed : hear 
ye him (Matt. xvii. 5.). The eternal fa- 
ther declares thereby, that he not only ap- 
proves of the deſigns of his fon, and of 
the love he has for men, but alſo, ' that no 
man ſhall be agreeable to the father, unleſs 
he hears and imitates the ſon. For as in 
giving his ſon to us, he has given us 
all things in him; ſo we ought to find 
in him every thing that i is neceſſary for us, 


and look upon him at the fame time * 
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the remedy of our ſins, and the model of 


our virtues. Our Lord has. alfo told us, 
that unleſs we abide in him we can bear no 
fruit, that will be agreeable to his father 
(Fohn xv. 4:). Alas! how many fouls are 
there that do not pleaſe God, becauſe they 
are not in Chriſt. What is not in him, 
cannot be pleaſing to the eternal father, 
who is not pleaſed but in his only fon, who 


approves of nothing but the thoughts, in- | 
tentions, and works, which are conforma- 


ble to the thoughts, intentions, and works 
of Chriſt ; and who rejects all thoſe which 
Chriſt has judged unworthy of himſelf, 
Let us then only hear this wel-beloved ſon, 
and ſhut our ears to every thing elſe. 

V. We muſt obſerve ſecondly, that Je- 


ſus, deſcending from the mount, charged 


them, ſaying : tell the viſion to no one, till the 
fon of man riſe from the dead (Mat. xvii. 
9.); becauſe the world was not capable of 
it; and unleſs people were well experienced 
in divine things, they could not enter as 
they ought into that myſtery of divine love. 
Our Lord ſaid to Ananias, ſpeaking of St. 
Paul; I will ſhew him how great things be 
is to ſuffer for the ſake of my name (Acts ix. 


16.). He had not as yet ſhewn him them, 
altho* he was already converted! that ſe- 


cret was revealed to him only in heaven, 
when he was caught up in a viſion into the 
third region; from whence he returned ſo 


full of light and love, that after having 


written, 


V0 
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written, that he had heard words, which it 
is not granted to man to utter; (2 Cor. xii. 4.} 
he concludes that he knew only Jeſus Chrift, 
and him crucified (1 Cor. ii. 2.). Indeed 
he thought of nothing afterwards but of 
loving and ſuffering ; and ſuffering was as 
familiar to him as loving. 

We may thereby comprehend why, after 


the fall of the firſt man, God has not given 


here below, at leaſt to his faithful ſervants, 
a ſure peace; but has been pleaſed that 
they ſhould be ſubject to miſery in this life. 
For as God does every thing for his elect, 
and as the government of the univerſe it- 
ſelf is ſubordinate to the predeſtination of 
the ſaints, who are in this world, asin a 
ſchool of heavenly wiſdom, and in a con- 
tinual exerciſe of pure love ; he has cover- 
ed the earth with ſo great a deluge of evils, 
that they can neither find reſt nor ſecurity 
but in the ark, which is Chriſt. Thither 
it is they retire, and taſte in ſecret that 
ſweet peace, which the world knows not, 
and the hope of which takes from them the 


fear of tribulations, and the love of talſe 


goods. | 
Wherefore our ſaviour after ſpending 


chirty years in a continual bitterneſs, was 


pleaſed to diſcover to thoſe three diſciples 
the ſecrets of his love and croſs; that is, 
the ſolid glory and interior peace which he 
has hidden therein, and which he reſerves 
only for his true followers ; but he would 

Vor. II. . EE 
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.not have that favour to become public, til 
men, better inſtructed in thoſe heavenly Þþ 
truths, fortified by the ſight of his reſur- 
rection, and confirmed by the communica- 
tion of the holy ghoſt, ſhould be en 
of theſe great myſteries. 


Expect not then, O chriſtian ſoul ! the 


end or mitigation of ſufferings, whilſt you 


Jive on earth: for it is not the place of 
your repoſe. The happineſs of the elect, 
for whom God preſerves this world, is to 


be unable to find any joy therein, and to 


be afraid above all things of fixing them- 


lelves to it, conſidering that thoſe, who de- 


fire to ſettle their happineſs out of God, 


meet with nothing but labour and affliction 


of ſpirit. Seek therefore, when you ſuf— 


fer, for conſolation and peace where ir is 


to be found, that is, in the divine love and 
communication with Chriſt. Then will 


you experience that great truth, with which 
St. Auguſtin was ſo penetrated after his con- 


verſion ; that it is infinitely ſweet to be de- 
prived of the pleaſures of this world, and 


that we do ourſelves a pleaſure at laſt in aba. | 


doning what we had been afraid to loſe, 
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XXVI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 
His ſorrow in the garden of Olives. 


UR faviour's paſſion began, as his 
AZ life, by a ſenſe of the cruel death he 
was to ſuffer, and of the ſins -of the world 
he was to expiate. Thus when he beheld 
the moment approaching wherein he had 
reſolved te die, he was pleaſed to ſuffer 
death in ſuch a manner, as he might at the 
fame time fatisfy the juſtice of God to the 
full rigour, and excite our hearts to love 
him, and our minds to know him : for 
therein conſiſted the whole fruit which he 


| deſigned to gather from his labours. ) 


He waited not therefore till his execu- 
tioners came to ſhed his blood; but being 
unable to ſuffer delay, he abandoned him- 


| {elf to ſo profound a ſorrow, that all the 


endeavours of his enemies could never 
have cauſed the like in him, becauſe the 
hatred they bore him, could not equal the 
love he had for us. He was pleaſed to 
make-us comprehend in the beginning of 
his paſſion, that it was rather the effect of 


his choice and of his love, than of the 


violence of the Jews. For that reaſon he 
retired into a place, where he was wont 


to pray, that his enemies might find him 


more eafily z and there, before they ap- 


nity 
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nity of the ſupport it received from the di- 
vinity, and diſcovering to it at the fame 
time every thing it had to ſuffer, he re- 
duced it to a cruel agony. . 

II. For having waſhed his diſeiples feet, 
inſtituted in their preſence the ſacrament of 
his body and blood, and made them a very 
moving and ſublime diſcourſe ; he entered 
with them into the garden of Geth/emani. 
Then ſeeing them dejected, he exhorted 
them to have recourſe to prayer, as to the 
moſt efficacious remedy againſt ſadneſs, 
and retired afterwards a little further with 
three of his apoſtles, Peter, James, and 
Jobn; having repreſented to himſelf in a 
. moſt lively manner every thing he was to 
ſuffer, the pains, torments, ignominies, 
the triumph of his enemies, the contempt 
of his perſon, wiſdom, and miracles, the 
new kinds of reproach and cruelties which 
were prepared for him, he fell into ſuch a 
dejection, as would have deprived him of 
life, had it not been miraculouſly preferved-: 
he teſtified this himſelf, ſaying: my ſoul i 
forrawful - even to death (Matt. xxvi. 38.). 
He returned to his diſci les, in order to 
find with them ſome comfort in this extre- 
mity; but they themſelves were fo dejected Þ 
by his ſadneſs, who, was wont to fortify Þ 
them in their troubles, that our ſaviour re- 
turned to prayer, without receiving any | 
conſolation from them; and ſaid to his fa- 


ther in the exceſs. of his grief: O my fa-Þ 
tber 
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ther I if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from 
me : nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou 
wilt. (39.) | 


He found his father inexorable, and his 
ſorrow augmented to ſuch a degree, that 


it more reſembled the agony of a dying 
man, than the ordinary. ſorrow of a man 


that ſuffers ; but notwithſtanding his pain, 


he continued his prayer; which made the 


evangeliſt ſay, that being in an agony, be 
prayed the more (Luke xx. 11, 43.) The 


combat which was then maintained between 
the inferior and ſuperior' part, occaſioned 
him ſuch an abundant ſweat of blood, 
that after bathing his garments, it alſo 
moiſtened the ground where he prayed. 
Then an angel deſcended from heaven to 


comfort him; not that he wanted the ne- 
ceſſary power for oppoling the weakneſs of 


nature ; but in order to teach all thoſe who 
fuffer, that their conſolation and ſtrength. 


muſt, come from heaven. So the angel, 


who was not ignorant who that afflicted 


perſon was, did not loſe time in propoſing 
different motives of conſolation to him; 
but only beſought him in the name of hea- 


ven and earth, and of all ſinners, to apply 


to their evils, out of this infinite love, 
that ſovereign remedy which they could 


not receive but from him alone; and to 


prefer to the reproaches and torments of 


one day, the eternal glory which he was 


to obtain thereby: for, as the apoſtle ſays, 


ä having 
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having joy propoſed unto him, he underwent the 
roſs, deſpiſing ſhame; (Heb. vii. 2.) 

The ſinner, for whoſe love our ſaviour 
vouchſafed to undergo fo great a conflict, 
ought here to beg of him the interior ſpi- 
rit, and the divine diſpoſitions which made 
him then ſuffer by a voluntary ſubmiſſion, 
without any human comfort, what appear- 
ed ſo terrible to nature. No- words can ex- 
preſs it, no underſtanding is capable of 
comprehending it, without a Particular 
gift of the ſpirit of God. 

IV. Thus it is that he who ſupports 


74 in affliction, abandons kimſelf there- 


to; that the comforter of all men falls in- 

to deſolation; that the j joy of heaven and 
earth was overwhelmed with grief; ; and 
that the ſon of God, in order to gain our 
hearts, was pleaſed to take our arten 
upon Nümſelf. 

Two things Se enen bim ds micrte 
forrow, the firſt was the greatneſs and in- 
finite multitude of the fins of the world, 
which were all in particular preſent to his 
mind, with a clear view of the divine ma- 
jeſty offended by ſo many crimes, and of 
the ruin of men deſtined to eternal puniſh- 
ments. The ſecond. was the great number 
of thoſe to whom his death would be un- 
mh ring As he was comforted on one 

and, by the certain hope of the advan- 
tages he was to reap from his paſſion; he 


was afflicted on the other, in thinking 1 
CW 
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few men would receive profit from that re- 
medy, which his love had prepared for 
all; AR” he found no conſolation therein, 
but in acquieſcing to the immutable de- 
erees of his father, who would have him 
ſuffer for thoſe very perſons that would not 
profit by his ſufferings. 

V. His conflict and prayer continued 
about three hours, during which that good 
ſhepherd, who in his greateſt ſufferings 


not forgetting his flock, viſited his diſci- 
| ples thrice : having found them aſleep the 
| firſt and ſecond times, he exhorted them 
to watch and pray; and the third time per- 


ceiving that he who was to betray him, 
was not far off, he ſaid to them; ſeep not, 


| and tate your ref : and a little alter; Miſc, 


let us go; behold he approaches, who fhall 
betray. me (Matt. xxvi. 45, 46.). By theſe 
words he taught us, according to the in- 
terpretation of St. Hilary, that we ought 
not to wait till the enemy is at hand, be- 


| fore we watch and pray; but we muſt be 


upon our guard when he is at a diſtance, 
leſt we be ſurpriſed by him; that the fear 


of danger does not permit us to take any 


reſt ; but the hour being come when the 
enemy aſſaults us, we ought to be without 


q fear, and depend upon the valour and ex- 


perience of our head, who has taken our 
dangers upon himſelf, and fights for us. 
In fine that love increaſed to ſuch a 
height, that it could not be ſatisfied but by 
| M.4 _* ” reavelng 
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reducing Chriſt to a ſtate, of interior deſo- 
lation, which was without example; and 
ſhewing us thereby that we ſhauld- find in 
him alone, the remedy of all our fears and 
weakneſles : for this myſtery is tull of ad- 
mirable inſtructions for us. Our ſaviour 
was pleaſed to feel that extreme pain, that 
we might not think all is loſt, un our 
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order to perſuade us, that of 119 who | 


diſpenſes cke miſeries of this life as he 
pleaſes, will noi fuffer us to be tempted above 
what we are able; but will make us eſcape in 
temptation, that we may be able to bear It, 
(1 Cor. x. 1 | 

He clearly ſhowed us in himſelf two op- 
par ite wills; the one corporal, which re- 

led againſt ſuffering ; the other rational, 


which - e ſubject. to God ; that a. 


chriſtian may not think himſelf an enemy 


to God, becauſe the fleſh reſiſts the ſpirit ; 
but that he may endeayour to ſubdue it, 


and comprehend that. the animal man does 


not hurt the interior man, whilſt the inte- 


rior man adheres to the law of God. 


There deſcended an angel, from heaven 


to comfort Chriſt, to ſhew all thoſe that 
ſuffer, that God forgets, Them noe. in tribu- 


lation; 
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lation; that their labours are known ih 
heaven; and that it is from thence they 
ought to expect their conſolation. 
In fine the ſon of God beſought his hea- 
venly- father to diſpenſe with ſo rigorous a 
precept, altho' he well knew it would not 
be granted him; to inſtru& us in this ſo 
neceſſary a truth, that the divine help con- 
ſiſts not in delivering us from the affficti- 
ons which God ſends us, but in making us 
ſupport them with 2 humble ſubmiſſion) 
and an entire conformity to his deſigns,” in 
remaining always united to him by love. = 


CONTEMPLATION | 


On Chrift in the ſerrow he ſu frered i in the oe gore 3 
A 15; 


HY love, O divine Telus] can bel 

ho delay ; it urges thee continually; 
and to wait only two or three hours for the >, 

beginning of thy ſufferings, is a great ſuf- 
fering to thee. Thou waiteſt not till the 
ſoldiers load thee with chains; till the Jews 
and Gentiles overwhelm thee with re- 
proaches ; till the inhuman executioners 
tear thy innocent fleſh, and faſten it to the 
crois ; thou abandoneſt thyſelf to ſo bitter 
2 grief, that thou art obliged to complain, 
and to ſeek ſome comfort amongſt rude 
; M 5 - - 
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men, incapable of compaſſionating thy 


ain. 

How different is my conduct from thine, 
O my Saviour! I am overcome by ſad- 
neſs; when I ſeek joy, I am troubled with 
a thouſand afflicting thoughts, from which 


I endeavour to deliver myſelf ; and thou, 


O repoſe of my ſoul ! overcome by thy 
love alone, thou voluntarily abandoneſt 
thyſelf to thy ſorrow; recalleſt to thy mind 
every thing that can afflict that heart ſo 
great, ſo tender, and ſo charitable; which 
is the refuge of thoſe that ſuffer. Thou 
feeleſt all the evils which we feel; but we 
feel them, becauſe we are miſerable; and 
2 5 feeleſt them, becauſe thou art mer- 
V Sr nx 


It is not enough for thy love to wait for 


"thoſe floods of ſorrows which are ready to 
overflow thee, thy dereliction of God and 
men, . the injuries, reproaches, and tor- 
ments which were preparing for thee. Thou 
tormenteſt thyſelf beforehand, by repre- 
Enting them to thyſelf in as lively a man- 
ner as if thou didft already fuffer them, 
and permitteſt thy ſacred humanity, ſtrug- 
gling at the ſame time with the deſire and 
fear of ſüffering, to ſhed a ſweat of blood 


— 


Ip that violent agitation; and thou wilt be | 
dd 


ſtitute of all help, as if there were no 


or in God himſelf. 7 
| II, Is 


more conſolation to be hoped for I thee, | 
either in heaven, on earth, in thy friends, 


Py | 
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II. Is it thus then, O divine fortitude ! 
that thou alloweſt thyſelf to be weakened, 
when thou muſt combat ſuch enemies as 
none but thyſelf can overcome? What is 
become of that deſire of ſuffering, which 
thou ſo impatiently deſireſt the accompliſh- 
ment of ? 'The hour approaches, and thoy 


trembleſt, and art forrowful, O thou joy 


of my foul! Is that the courage and vi- 
gour of mind, which all afflicted perſons 


ought to find and imitate in thee ? 


May thy infinite love be praiſed, glori- 
fied, and adored eternally, O my God 


Thou haſt reduced thyſelf to this extre- 
| mity, only to become like me in all things; 
to ſhew me that nothing could oblige thee 
| to ſuffer but thy love; and to be my con- 
| ſolation and model in the miſeries of this 
| life, For if thou didſt appear intrepid and 
| courageous in ſuffering, would there be 
any reaſon to wonder thereat, O my Sa- 
viour! fince thou art the power of God ? 
That conftancy is proper to thee; and we 
* ſhall ſee in the time of thy paſſion that no- 
thing is capable of dejecting thee. But to 
hide that divine ſtrength for the love of 
me, to feel weakneſs, to fear torments be- 
fore they happen, as I am wont to do, I 
who am but miſery and infirmity, and to 


be willing that ſorrow ſhould begin in 
thee as it does in me, by fear and ſadneſs, 


this, O divine Jeſus! is what can only 


proceed from thy love: it is chy love that 


is 
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is thy executioner, a thouſand times more 
cruel. than the Jews and Gentiles, who pre- 
pare to torment thee. There as Jet ap. 
pear neither rods, nails, nor enemies; and 
thou art already covered with a bloody 
ſweat, with which: the ground where thou 
prayeſt is all bathed. What occaſions this 
blood to flow from thy veins, but the love 
thou haſt for me ? 

III. Thou art all love, O my Jefoss ! and 
the fire thou caſteſt on earth, is a flame of 
pure charity. How happy ſhould I be, if 
I had never departed from thee, O divine 
light ! But why have I ſtill to this very 
day other views and thoughts than thoſe of 
pleaſing thee ? Why do I ſeek. any thing 
beſides thee? Thy love for me is ſo full . 
_ zeal and mercy, that thou haſt thought on 
every thing that concerns me, and haſt 
conſidered every moment of afflictions 
wherein - my weakneſs ſhould have need of 
being ſupported; that I might ſeek my 
conſolation in thee alone, after having) ſeen 
thee ſubject to my infirmities. 

Thus it is that thou art pleaſed to aflure 
me by thy example, that tho I find my- 
ſelf weak and timid, I ought not to be 
without hope; that 1 am not abandoned 
by thee, when I am overwhelmed with ſor- 
row; and that tho' I be ſenſible of the evils 
that befal me, I ceaſe not to be thine; 
ſince thou thyſelf, O my God ! moſt ſtrong 
| and invincible as thou art, waſt not — 
rom 
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from theſe weakneſſes. Be thou bleſſed, O 
Lord! who haſt. ordained that the miſeries 
which overwhelm me, and ſeem to weaken 
in me the vigour of thy {pirit, ſhould' ſerve 
to conduct me to thee; becauſe ſeeing 
them in thee I recover my breath,” and al- 
ways feel myſelf animated with new con- 
fidence. 45 FEM ©) | 
IV. Thou knoweſt, O divine wiſdom } 
how grievous it is for a ſoul, which deſires 
to be wholly thine, to find itſelf oppreſſed; 
with interior forrow, and aſſaulted with ſuch 
violent temptations, that it no longer knows 
to whom to have recourſe, and that heaven 
itſelf ſeems to be ſhut againſt it. Then it 
thinks itſelf deprived of all help both di- 


vine and human; it is neither ſenſible of 


faith; hope, nor charity; it does not even 


preſume to lift up its eyes to thee, it finds 


itſelf at ſo great a diſtance from thee; and 
it cannot receive any conſolation from crea- 
tures. It imagines that grace is withdrawn 


from it, that nature remains abandoned to 


its own corruption. It fees nothing in it- 


ſelf but fear, ſadneſs, dejection, incon- 


ſtancy, importunate thoughts, irregular 
ſentiments, diſguſt, contradiction, and 


bitterneſs. O divine love! faithful love, 


who never art nearer thy ſervants, than 
when they are in tribulation, thou 
ſeemeſt to have abandoned thyſelf thereto 
without meaſure. Thou waſt pleaſed to 


ſuffer all theſe miſeries, ſo unworthy of 


thee, 
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thee, that we might caſt our eyes conti- 
nually upon thee, as upon our model; 
that we might expect from thee, as from 
our ſtrength, the victory over our ene- . 
mies; and that we might have an entire 
confidence in thee, as in our only re- 
medy. 

What am I, O divine love ! to deſerve 
the bleſſings thou heapeſt upon me? O 
that thou wouldſt make as great a change 
in me, as that which thou madeſt in thy- 
ſelf; that is, to make me ſtrong, of a 
weak one as I am; as thou becameſt weak, 
of a ſtrong one as thou waſt. But make 
of me, O divine love ! whatever thou 
Pleaſeſt. I reſign myſelf entirely to thee. 
I cannot love thee as I ought, but by thee ; 
nor eſteem thee, but in thee; nor come to 
thee, if thou draweſt me not; nor. rely 
upon thee, if thou thyſelf keepeſt me not: 
and fince every thing ought to be thine, 
take me, O Lord! poſſeſs me; that be- 
ing in thy hands, I ſhall be no longer my. 
own. Take from me all the pleaſures of 
| lifes all human help; and all the deſires 
of conſolation and joy ; that I may find 
none of them but in thee alone, O thou. 
love and life of my foul ! | 

V. How blind and fooliſh am L when I 
ſeek my conſolation out of thee, O thou 
only joy of my foul! How ungrateful am 
I, when I forget the love I owe thee, and 


ſpend my life in fin, which occaſions 15 
0 
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ſo great a ſorrow ! Why am I not aſhamed 
of myſelf! How can I ſuffer myſelf ! Why 
do I not defire the earth to ſwallow me up, 
when I behold thee weeping with tears of 
blood, for the evils I have committed; 
and expiating with ſo bitter. a ſorrow, the 
criminal pleaſures to which TI have aban- 
doned myſelf! O that I could ſee myſelf. 
free from myſelf! or rather that I beheld 
myſelf only in thee, what: different - ſenti- 
ments ſhould I have! Why was I born, if 
I muſt give thee ſo much pain! Have 
mercy on me; O infinite mercy ! I beſeech 
thee do by the ſorrow thou ſufferedit, by 
the blood thou. ſheddeſt, and by the love. 
thou beareſt me. Grant that after ſinning 
againft thee, I may deſerve to ſuffer for 
thee. Give me, O divine Jeſus! a ſpark 
of that love wherewith thou burneſt for 
me, that I may know myſelf, hate myſelf, 
and take revenge on myſelf for what I have 
done againſt thee. | | 

VI. But ſince the fight of thoſe who are 
to periſh; ſtill redoubles thy ſorrow, O di- 
vine love! permit me not to periſh. Thy 
ſorrow is great enough, without being 
_ augmented by the foreſight of my ruin. 
Open my ears that I may hear thy voice 
open my eyes, that I may behold thy ex- 
amples; open my ys that I may ſing 
forth thy mercies; ſoften my heart, that at 


may become ſenſible of thy ſorrow, and 
that I may be afraid of every thing that can 


renew 
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renew them. Grant, O thou life of my 
foul! that I may feel what thou feeleſt; 
that I may bewail my wanderings as thou 
bewaileſt them; and that I may ſeek thee 
as thou ſeekeſt me; or rather, O my God! 
Jaſk nothing of thee, I reſign myſelf to 
thy love, conduct me, change me, bind 
me, purify me, form me as thou pleaſeſt, 
and ſuffer me not to be ſeparated from 


. 


thee. 5 3 ** 


O moſt holy mother of God l. you who 
being ſhut up in your chamber, feeled dur- 
ing that cruel night, all the torments that 
were prepared for your wel- beloved ſon; 
impart to me the ſentiments of your heart, 
that I may deteſt in myſelſ the cauſe of his 
' forrows. O celeſtial court! founded upon 
the blood and ſufferings of that divine ſa- 
viour, obtain me the love and: graces which 
flow from that ſalutary fountain, that I 
may bleſs with you for all eternity, the au- 


thor of all our bleſſings. Amen. 


— * - : N A 
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 CONTEMPLATION 


On Chriſt praying in the garden, | 
OW comes it that I learn not of 


1 thee, O maſter of eternal truth! 
where I ought to ſeek. for help and conſolar 
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tion, when I am tempted and diſconſolate } 
Thou goeſt to. thy father, who requires 
thee to die for me; thou addreſſeſt thyſelf: 
to his love, which ſacrificed thee for my 
ſalvation; and thou haſt recourfe to his. 
omnipotent hand, even when it is heavy 
upon thee. Wretch that I am, my afflic- 
tions continue ſo long, only becauſe I do 
not come to pour out my afflicted heart be- 
| fore thee. I ſee thee in thy prayer bathed: 
with a ſweat of blood, overwhelmed with 
ſorrow, ſupported: by an angel; and at the 
time when it would ſeem thou ſhouldſt be. 
| moſt dejefted, thou goeſt to meet thoſe 
that come to apprehend thee. Thou haſt 
ſo much reſpect for thy father's will in eve- 
ry thing, that thou canſt not ſuffer thy 
| diſciples to defend thee. Thou appeareſt 
all en a ſudden to be pleaſed with what 
gave thee ſo much fear before. In fine. 
thou art become in a moment as ſtrong as 
thou waſt weak; and as ready to obey, as 
if the command were agreeable to the. 
How comes it then, O my God! that I 
| ſeek conſolation out of thee ? where can I 
find any thing that is ſolid but in thee? I 
' adore thee, O divine and amiable hand! 
that comforteſt me by chaſtiſing me, that 


1 ſtrengthens me by afflicting me, that ele- 


vateſt me by dejecting me, and that giveſt 
me life by mortifying me. I have great 
reaſon to be ſorrowful when I depart from 


| thee ; when I acknowledge not that "_ 
| 
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nat love wherewith thou governeſt me ; 
when I am not perſuaded that thou loveſt 
me more tenderly when thou afflicteſt me, 
than I love myſelf when I ſeek my conſo- 
lation out of thee: | a 
The height of my miſery is my flying 
from thee when J ſuffer, and ſeeking com- 
fort elſewhere, or ſeeking it, not according 
to thy will, but by the motion of my ſelf- 
love, which always oppoſes the merciful 
deſigns thou haſt over my ſoul, Deliver 
me from myſelf, O my God! becauſe I 
ruin myſelf, by putting obſtacles continu- 
ally in'the way of thy light and benefits. 
II. But why, O Lord! ſayſt thou to thy Ne 
eternal father; father not my will, but thine - 
be done (Luke xxii. 42.). Thou who canſt b 
not fin, who art holy by nature, full of Þ a 
grace and truth; art thou capable of willing Þ a 
what thy father wills not, or of not willing I 
what he wills? No, Lord; but thou waſt Þ It 
then taken up about my wants, and | th 


thoughteſt on remedying them. Thou waſt tt 
peaſed to feel in thyſelf that oppoſition to ol 
the divine will, that I might not loſe cou- ne 
rage in the reſiſtances of nature, when my et 
reaſon: conſents not thereto; and that I th 
might underſtand that I ſhall be judged ve 
only according to my poſitive will of ſeek- pr 
ing thee or of flying from thee, of ſerving / m 
thee or of reſiſting thee. | 2 ce 
How ſweet, liberal, condeſcending, and an 
eharitable is thy love] Thou abaſedſt thy- th 
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lf fo far as to feel in thyſelf the motions 
which my miſery excites in me againſt thee z 
in order to teach me to make uſe of them 
for coming to thee; and to make myſelf 
of them a ſubject of merit, a proof of 
obedience, love, and fidelity to thee. Thou 
art, O Lord ! the true father of this poor 
ſinner, and the faithful comforter of my 
afflicted foul. When ſhall I know thee 2? 
when ſhall I enter into thy deſigns ? when 
ſhall J love thee with all my heart? when 
ſhall I ſeek thee without inconſtancy ? when 
mall J obey thee without centradiction ? 


when ſhall I ſincerely ſay to thee on all oc- 


caſions, not my will, but thine be done. | 
How have I deſerved, O my God! to 
be governed by ſo upright, ſo amiable, 
and fo paternal a will? When did I find 


| any harm by following it, and when did 
I find any good by following my own 7 
It is by the conduct of thy divine will, 
that all the ſaints abandoning the care of 
| themſelves, and reſerving only that of 
! obeying thee, have arrived at the happi- 
neſs which they poſſeſs, and ſhall poſſeſs 
| eternally: and I who am but a worm of 
the earth, would govern myſelf. The hea- - 


vens, the elements, and the whole univerſe 


7 preſerve the order and regularity of their 


motions, only by the impreſſions they re- 
ceive from thy divine wiſdom ; and I, duſt. 


: and aſhes, have the boldneſs to preſume 
L that. I can; do any thing, when I am ſepa- 


rated. 
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rated from thee! Thou vouchſafeſt to caſt thy 
eyes upon me, tho' thou haſt ſo many holy and 
faithful ſervants; and I withdraw from thy 
amiable conduct, to follow my own will. 
III. Blind, fooliſh; and wretched that! 
am! 1 fancy I know every thing that be- 
longs to me, and I do not ſo much as ſee 
the evils that ſurround me, nor the inca- 
pacity I am in of knowing nr without 
thee, who art the light of my eyes. Without 
thee my ſelf-love blinds me in all things 
that concern me; and I neither perceive 
the evil Wherewith I am threatened, nor 
that which I do to myſelf. I know how 
to convert good into evil; but I know not 
how to draw good from evil. I am capa- 
= 1 falling, and incapable of riſing 
I can throw myſelf into temptation, 
Auge, and the abyfs of miſery; but cannot 
get out from thence. I know how to pervert 
thy favour,, and to render unprofitable all 
the bleſſings thou granteſt me; and thereby 
I become weak, without ſupport or help, 
inſupportable to myſelf, oppreſſed with thoſe 
evils wherein I haye voluntarily engaged 
myſelf; but cannot return to thee, unleſs 
thou breakeſt my bonds, preventeſt me. 
and draweſt me; and Fon: 1 always pecſuine 
much on myſelf. A li: 
I am afraid to 3 to thee; I 
would have thee to conduct me according 
to my own weak views, and do not entruſt 


"OF to the conduct of thy r 
5 O de- 


II. Contemplation on XX VI. faſfering. 285 
O deplorable. blindneſs! O incomprehen- 
ſible: miſery! I walk as a blind man; I 
govern, myſelf as one that is ſenſeleſs : I 
Wl, and. 1 will not, as the fluggard.(Prov. 
xiii. 4.); I let myſelf be dejected with the 


leaſt contradiction, as a man without cou- 


rage; I comfort myſelf without reaſon, as 
a child; and I cannot ſubmit myſelf to 
thee, as a rational perſon ought to do. 

Pardon me theſe follies, O father of 
mercies ! and do always thy own will, and 


not mine; It belongs to you, O paternal 


bowels |: to bear with this ungrateful ſon, 
and to heal him. Treat me not, O God! ac- 
cording to my unworthineſs, but according 
to thy love. Thou governedſt me always with 
wiſdom and goodneſs, and changeſt all my 
miſeries into bleſſings. The loſſes, temp- 


tations, and adverſities which befal me, be- 


come in thy hands a ſource of graces, which 


thou deſigneſt to grant me; and thou often 
conducteſt me to my happineſs, by the very 


way wherein I think myſelf loſt. 
Thou ſeeſt all my wants, becauſe thou 
art a God infinitely wiſe. Thou deſigneſt 


me all ſorts of bleſſings, becauſe thou art 
a moſt amiable father. Thou aſſuageſt all 
my pains, becauſe thou art a perfect com- 


forter. Thou healeſt all my evils, becauſe 


thou art the ſovereign phyſician; and I do 


not entirely reſign myſelf to thee. - 
IV. O divine Jeſus! O true father of 

my ſoul! have no longer regard to this 

5 5 | | rebellious 
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rebellious will, and the enemy of its own 
good. Let thine be done at all times, in 
all places, and in all things. 1 make a 
facrifice this day with all my heart of my 
will to thine. Conduct me, O God! when 
I ſtray ; call me back, when I depart from 
thee; ſtop me, when I fly from thee! and 
embrace me, when I ek thee. Treat 
me, O Lord! according to thy always 


-upright, always holy, and always merciful | 


will: and judge me not according to mine, 
which is 10 8 eble and inconſtant. Thou 
ſeeft how liberal I am in promiſing, and 
how faithleſs in performing : ſupply by thy 
love what is wanting in me. 

I chuſe rather to live by thy will in 
chains, in the power of my enemies, aban- 
doned, afflicted, and perſecuted, than to 
be free and happy by my own choice. 
One ſingle moment of thy divine commu- 
nications can render the bittereſt things 
ſweet to me; and by thy light the moſt 


difficult ways become the ſtreighteſt and 


moſt certain. Thus, O Lord! if it be not 
advantageous for me to remain in joy, and 
to ſerve thee in full peace, diſturb, in what 
manner thou pleaſeſt, the repoſe and ſere- 
nity of my life : but hold me continually 
In thy hand, and never permit my will to 
be done to che prejudice of thine. 


| 0 moſt ſacred mother, and faithful 
handmaid of God! vou who 1 in that time 


of 


- — 


r i m- m ß] 


XXVII. ſuffering of Cru. 285 
of ſorrow offered yourſelf to the eternal 
father to ſuffer with your ſon and his; 
and who were always conformable to his 
will in all things, notwithſtanding all the 


affection of your maternal heart; obtain 


that this truth may be imprinted fo deep 
in my foul, that I may never will any 
thing but what God fhall will. Aſſiſt me, 
ye bleſſed ſpirits! and obtain for me of 
this divine Saviour, that my will may not 
be accompliſhed on earth, but his; as you 
accomplHh it in heaven. Amen. 


.-. . IO Bl . 


XXVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


"Tibe treaſon of Judas. 


T Hilft Chrift, after his laſt ſupper, 
V was teaching his diſciples a moſt 
heavenly doctrine, and was making them a 
diſcourſe full of love and tenderneſs towards 
them, whilſt he prayed in the garden, and 
was there bathed in a ſweat of blood; 
Judas, that falſe friend, thought of nothing 
'but how to put in execution the reſolution 
he had taken of betraying him. Our Sa- 
viour was pleaſed to ſuffer this bad treat- 
ment from a man to whom he had given 
ſo many marks of friendſhip; and as ” | 

could 


— 
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could not ſubje& himſelf to all the pains 
to which we are expoſed, becauſe many 
of them were inconſiſtent with the dignity 
of his perſon, he made choice of thoſe 


that were felt in the moſt lively manner; 


ſuch as treaſon, and falſe friendſhip... As 
there is no ſweeter pleaſure to a heart, than 
what proceeds from a ſincere friendſhip ; 
to abuſe it againſt a friend, is to wound 
him in the moſt ſenſible part. The holy 
ſcripture reckons among the great bleſſings 
of life, the happineſs of having found a 
faithful friend. A faithful friend, ſays the 
wiſe man, is a ſtrong protection: and he that 
hath found him, hath found a treaſure. To 
a faithful friend there is no compariſon, and 
there is no poiſe of gold and ſilver able to coun- 
tervail the goodneſs of his fidelity. (Ecclul. vi, 
14, 15.). | | 

The word of God allo repreſents betray- 
ed friendſhip as a great calamity, eſpecially 
when it brings upon a friend, which is but 
too common, a public reproach, and a 
conſiderable prejudice, by diſcovering his 


ſecret; becauſe my friend being another 


myſelf, from whom I have hid nothing, 
and to whom I communicate, without re- 
ſerve, whatever befals me, whether trou- 


bleſome or agreeable; if he happens to 


join my enemies; if he diſcovers to them 
what he knows of me; and if he makes 
uſe of my confidence in him, for deſtroy- 
ing me; can I, without an extraordinary 
l eee 
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help of the divine grace, diſſemble ſo 


black a perfidy 2 This is 1o ſenfible to na- 
ture, that he who fuffers it without com- 
plaining, and fincerely pardons it, ought 
to pals for a miracle of patience. 

Some great doctors think, that this pain 
is the angel of ſatan, | whereof St. Paul 
ſpeaks, when he ſays; (2 Cor. xii. 7.) 
There was given me a ſting of my fleſh, a 


meſſenger of ſatan, to buffet me; and that 


he thereby underſtands his falſe brethren, 
whom the devil raiſed up to torment him, 
to oppoſe his doctrine, and to weaken. his 


authority. This perſecution affected him 


ſo ſenſibly, that he begged of God ſeveral 


times to be delivered from it: he could 


not obtain the end of his affliction, but 


he obtained the grace of bearing it pa- 
tiently. | 


II. What Chriſt Riedel om chis ſubject 


is without example. I ſay nothing here of 


the falſhood of the Phariſees, who, by in- 


viting him to eat, praiſing him, and treating 


him with all the exterior marks of reſpect 
and veneration, endeavoured to ſurpriſe 


him in his words, and to lay ſnares for his 


deſtruction, altho' he had never done any 
thing but good to them. But that, among 


[the diſciples whom he had choſen to be 


the pillars of his church, whom he had 
heaped his favours upon, and whom he 
regarded as his intimate friends, and moſt 
faithful confidents, there ſhould be found 
Vox. II. N one 


. 
Ly 


2900 XXVII. gering of Crit. 


one that betrayed him, ſold him, and de- 

livered him up to his enemies, is what 

ought to be particularly conſidered. + 
Some days before, Judas ſeeing Mag- 


dalen pour a precious ointment on our Sa- 


viour's head, murmured openly thereat, 
becaule he ſaid it might have been ſold for 


three hundred pence and given to the poor; 
that he cared for the 'poor, as the evange- 


3 ſt adds, but becauſe he was a thief, ond 


berving the Purſe, carried go things that 
were put into it (John xii. 5, 6.). And 


thus, to make up the loſs he ſoſtained there- 


by, he reſolved to ſell Chriſt to the Jews, 
who ſought him to apprehend him: and 
without caring whether our Saviour ſhould 
periſh in their hands, or eſcape from thence 
by a miracle; that miſerable wretch thought 
of nothing, but how to ſatisfy his avarice. 
It is even probable, that in order to ju- 


| ſtify ſo black an action before the Fezws, 
he ſpoke a great deal of ill of his maſter 
to them; as, that in preaching up the 
contempt of the world and riches, he eat 
with the rich and worldlings; that he uſed 
precious perfumes; that he was often with 


ſinners; and ſuch other things as his ma- 
lice ſuggeſted to him, and which were 
conformable to the ſentiments of thoſe to 


whom he ſpoke. Afterwards he offered 


to deliver him into. their hands without 


any noiſe. The Jeus accepted the offer, 
pad his zeal for the public good, and 


promiſed 
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promiſed him thirty pieces of ſilver, . ac- 


cording to theſe words of the prophet Za- 
chary 3 they took thirty pieces of fikver, the 


price of him that was valued of the children 


of Ifrael. (Matt. xxvii. 9.). 

III. After this baſe treaty, Judas adviſed 
m to be in readineſs; but not to ſtir till 
he returned to them. He acquainted them 
with the time and place, where the Lord 


was accuſtomed to retire alone to pray. 


Afterwards he went and ſat down at table 
with him; and our Lord having ſaid, that 
he ſhould be betrayed that night by one 

of his diſciples, Judas, tho' he knew him- 
ſelf guilty, ceaſed not to aſk with the reſt, 


who that traitor was; he permitted our 


Saviour to waſh his feet, and heard his 
heavenly doctrine. In that ſtate he receiv- 
ed the body and blood of his maſter, with 
the ſacerdotal dignity : and that meek lamb 
diſtinguiſhed him not from others in the 
communication of ſo many bleſſings. But 


ſeeing the obftinacy of that heart was not 
ſoftened by all thoſe marks of tenderneſs, 


and ſuffering beſides the delay of his paſ- 
ſion with pain, he ſaid to him: What thou 


art doing, do quickly (John xiii. 27.). The 
other diſciples imagined, that Chriſt had 
ſent him fomewhither ; and Judas departed 
immediately, and went to r 2 a his 
Perfidy. 


David being perſecuted and betrayed By 


his ſon Abſalom” expreſſes, in a very affect . 
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ing manner, how ſenſibly our Lord felt 


the treachery of his apoſtle : for if my enc- 


my, ſays he, had ſpoken evil to me, I would 


verily have borne it; and i he that hated me 


had ſpoken great things upon me, I would per- 


haps have hid myſelf from him. But thou g 


man of the ſame mind : my guide, and my fa- 


miliar; who tookeſt fweet-meats together with 
me, in the houſe of God we walked with 
conſent (P/. liv. 13.). In fine, it is ſuffi- 
cient to mention here, for ſhewing what 
Chriſt's affliction was on this occaſion, 
that he who ſuffered ſuch great torments 
afterwards without complaint, complained 
of this to his diſciples, and to Judas him- 


ſelf. 


IV. Our Saviour's paſſion begun by this 
infidelity, which pierced him to the heart, 
and wherein he gave us wonderful exam- 

les of patience and meekneſs. Would to 
God that Judas had been the only perſon 
that betrayed his maſter : but alas! that 
perfidious apoſtle has an infinite number 
of followers. We ſtill ſell Chriſt daily, 


and throw away his grace and friendſhip 


for the pleaſures of a moment, and tor a 
ſmoke of worldly glory. Tho' he is not 
now ſenſible of this unworthy preference, 
yet it is certain, that he was ſenſible of it 
then; and that whilſt Judas betrayed him, 
his divine wiſdom foreſaw all thoſe falt: 


brethren and prevaricating chriſtians, who 


ere. to riſe up : him in his church, 
fy | for 
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for whom nevertheleſs he was going to 


ſuffer death. His friendſhip changes not 
in regard of us, and our infidelity towards 
him increaſes daily. 

Now, if we think we have no ſuch per- 
fidy to reproach ourſelves with, let every 
one of us at leaſt enter into ourſelves, to- 
ſee whether we have as much zeal for the 
glory of God, as paſſion for worldly ho- 
nours ; whether the divine love has given 
us a diſguſt of human engagements ; and 
whether we renounce our own will for be- 
ing faithful to Chriſt. If we knew the 
depth of our corruption, we ſhould find 
ourſelves much fuller of the ſpirit of Judas 
than we imagine; and perhaps ſhould have 
no leſs reaſon to hate curſelves, than to ab- 
hor him, 

If we conſider how many times we have 


entered into our Lord's temple, loaded 


with a thouſand: ſins we have committed 
againſt him; how many times we have' 
bowed the "lb before him, calling him 


our father, king, and friend, though our 


hearts were very far from him; how long 
we have remained in his on maintain 
ing a correſpondence againſt him, and his 


law, with the devil, the world, and the fleſh, 


which are his enemies; on how many occa- 
ſions have we broke our words, after ſwear- 
ing to him an inviolable fidelity; we cannot 
doubt but that he may juſtly look upon us 


as falſe friends, and real prevaricators. 


N 3 V. But 


Q 
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„V. But it was not only for our inſtruc- 
tion, and for expiating our infidelities, that 
our Saviour was pleaſed to ſuffer that of 
his diſciple; but alſo for the comfort of 
his faithful ſervants, who have ſuch fre- 
quent occaſions of ſuffering the like perſe- 
cutions from their falſe friends, when they 
are deſirous of ſerving God ſincerely. For 
they are then thought to be humourſome 
and fantaſtical; they are accuſed of hypo- 
criſy and fingularity ; their ſmalleſt faults 
are exaggerated, and their moſt innocent 
actions are miſrepreſented ; their zeal is 
treated as paſſion and imprudence ; their 
fear of offending God as feruple and mean- 
neſs of ſpirit; and their retraining of com- 
pany, as incivility and melancholy. In 
fine, every thing on their account is turned 
into poiſon; and their own. virtues are 
made uſe of for perſecuting them. 

God alone knows how ſenſible this kind 
of pain is to his ſervants, and the want 
they are then in of his aſſiſtance, For the 
find themſelves forſaken by their friends, 
and have no longer any human eonſola- 
tion; becauſe their conduct is ſincere, and 

they neither ſeek protection for defending 
- themſelves, nor artifice for preventing the 
evils that may be done them; but endea- 
' your, with a ſincere charity, to win thoſe 
who are imagining their hurt, chuſing 
always rather to lament in ſilence, and to 
ſuffer injuſtice, than to repel it. 
7 1 Chriſt 
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Chriſt then ſaw his friends, and ſhewed 
them at the ſame time by his example, 
how they ought to overcome evil by good; 
and, elevating themſelves above human 
friendſhips, to fix their whole affection on 
him, by whom friends are loved with pu- 
rity, enemies with charity, and falſe friends 
are ſuffered with patience. A man that is 
ſo. happy as to reliſh theſe truths, and to re- 
ceive all theſe afflictions from the hand of 
God, finds in himſelf his peace and comfort. 


— 


1 - 


— 


C ONTEMPLATION 


[TL On Chriſt bearing | Tudas's treachery. | 
L 5 TV H Q U. haſt then been pleaſed to ex- 


1 perience, O love of my heart! how 


ſevere a croſs an unfaithful friend is. 
Thou receivedſt Judas at thy table, heap- 
edſt thy favours upon him, and, as a ſin- 
cere friend, communicatedſt thy moſt pri- 


vate thoughts to him, even when he had 
his heart full of gall, and had conceived 


the deſign of delivering thee up to thy ene- 
mies. O divine wiſdom ! who kneweſt the 


loul of that perfidious wretch, how couldſt 


thou look favourably upon him, in the midſt 


of thy other diſciples, who loved thee ſin- 
cerely? Thou waſheſt his feet, imparteſt to 
him thy divine prieſt-hood, giveſt him thy 
ens | N 4 body 
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body and blood, and overlookeſt his perfi- 
dy, in order to ſpare him the confuſion 
thereof, hy 

' Behold ho thou behaveſt, O divine, Je- 
ſus! Behold what the conſtancy of thy friend- 
ſhip is ! Thou ſeeſt our treacheries, and ſtill 
icekeſt us, drawing us by the chains of thy 
charity,. gaining us by thy benefits, and 
endeavouring to mollify the obduracy of 
our hearts, by the unction of thy grace. 
What advantage canſt thou reap from our 
friendſhip, to ſeek, with ſo much care, 
even after thoſe who betray thee. But it 
is the property of thy love, O my God ! 
never to be diſcouraged, and to purfue;us: 
when we fly from thee. 


toved, O my glory and ſovereign good ! 
chou would teſtify. thy love to me, by 


proceeds from falſe friendſhip z that if ever 
F ſhould” happen to be in the ke circum- 
ftance, I mighit find in thee a ſolid conſo- 
lation. That thou wouldſt ſtill endure 
this contradiction, I am not ſurpriſed, O 
Lord! it is an effect of thy infinite charity. 
What aſtoniſhes me is, that a heart which 
Has treated with thee, heard: thy word, 
taſted thy {weetneſs, and is repliniſhed with 
thy bleſſings, can want fidelity to thee. 
Thy converſation gains ſouls ; thy love. 
charms hearts; thy example regulates life; 


ty word teacheth — truth; thy provi- 
dence 


II. Though thou alone deſerveſt to be 


fuffering fo ſenſible a pain as that which 
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dence provides for all our wants; and thy 
goodneſs mitigates all our labours. No- 
thing is better known than thy liberality, 
truth, and the fidelity of thy love; and yet 
there is a heart that is unfaithful to thee, 
a diſciple that betrays thee; and a man 
loaded with thy benefits, that delivers thee 
up to thy enemies. 

We cannot be ſecure but by being ſtrict 
ly united to thee, O thou reſuge of my. 
ſoul! and the more ſingular thy favours 
are, the more dangerous are relapſes when 
we withdraw from thee. How comes it 
then that I do not tremble, that I am not 
afraid of myſelf, and that I do not implore 
thy mercy every moment, when I find in: 
myſelf that ſame corrupt nature, which 
was able to produce ſo horrid an ingrati- 
tude, and fo black a perfidy ! 7 

Support me with thy omnipotent hand, 
O infinite goodneſs ! If the devil perſuaded 
one of thy apoſtles, in thy preſence, to 
commit ſo great an exceſs, what ſecurity, 
can I promiſe myſelf ? If St. Peter renounced. 
thee, for having had too much confidence 
in himſelf, what ſhall become of me, if 
thou fortifieſt not my weakneſs ? Humble 
me, O Lord! and keep me near thee : 
for alas! without thee 1 ſhall remain, ſuc 
as I am, always capable of abandoning 
and loſing thee. I am never more read 
to b..-+ thee, and to be faithleſs to thy 

"IX 5 | love 
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love and grace, than when J think myſelf 
in-lafety. _ 

III. I look upon the een Judas 
with aſtoniſhment and indignation, who 
made ſo little account of lofing thee, that 
he betrayed thee without ſhame, by a teſti- 
mony of affection, and preferred a baſe 
intereſt to thee, O my Saviour | in whom 


are hidden all the treaſures of wiſdom and 


knowledge (Coloſ. ii. 3,). But I do not 


conſider myſelf. How many times have I 
concealed a corrupt heart under the appear- 
ances of piety? How many times have I 
abuſed thy benefits for ſatisfying my paſ- 
fions ? How many times have I thrown. 
away thy graces for earthly pleaſures ? 

w many times have I prefered the fa- 
vour of men to thy divine entertainments ? 
How many times have I ſold thee for things. 
of no value, without hearkening to thy 
_ inſpirations, having regard to thy law, or 
being touched with thy bounties ? Pardon 
me, O infinite mercy ! my, paſt infidelities, 
and” the little confuſion I have for them at 
preſent z and never permit me to. fall there- 
in again. Haſt thou not too many like 


Judas, O my God! without my being allo. 


the companion of his perfidy ? 

IV. Feaſt myſelf at thy feet, Oo my Sa 
viour and. maſter} I acknowledge before 
thee, how. unfaithful I have been to thee. 
Gatisfy thyſelf, O father juſtly provoked! 
Re this * wretch as thou pleaſ- 


eſt; 5 
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eſt; but permit me not to loſe thy love, as. 
Judas did, ſince I return to thee. Remem- 
ber, O Lord! what thou didſt for ſoften- 
ing the hardened heart of thy apoſtle, how 
thou labouredſt, tho! all in vain, for bring- 
ing him back again; and how greatly thou 
waſt concerned at his loſs. Have the ſame 
love for me as thou expreſſedſt for him, 
ſince thou haſt the ſame for all ſinners; 


and make my heart ſenſible of it this very, 


moment, in which I conteſs. my infidelities 
before thee, and ſubmit to all the ſatis- 
factions thou ſhalt require of me. 
I can no longer bear the ſtate I am in. 


| I have been too long unfaithful to thee. 


Change me, O Lord! make of me what 
thou pleaſeſt, provided thou receiveſt me 
into thy friendſhip. It I have been one of 
thoſe that betrayed thee,. let me be now of 
the number of thoſe that love thee ſin- 
cerely, The triumph of thy love is to- 
render ſinners, ſaints, and traitors faithful. 
Convert. me therefore, O divine love! and 
grant L may be faithful to thee until death. 
V. But why, O king of glory] didſt 
thou permit Judas to ſell thee: as a ſlave :? 


Why didſt thou give him power to treat 


thee with ſo much indignity-? O goodneſs } 
© love! Thus it is thou dealeſt, O ſweet 
Jeſus'! thou giveſt thyſelf without reſerve”; 


and when thou haſt once given thryſelf to 


a ſoul, it treats thee as it pleaſes- Un- 
happy is the man who thus abuſes th 


love 
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love! happy is he on the contrary who: 
embraces thee, 2 thee, and r ae 
thee as his treaſure; 
If thou kneweſt, O faithleſs diſciple | } 
the worth of him whom thou ſelleſt, and 
che immenſe riches which he poſſeſſes, thou 
wouldſt have fold thyſelf to have bought 
him; but if thou art reſolved to ſell him, 
Kell him to me, I will buy him at the price 
of every thing J have, and of every thing 
Fam. The Jews ſhall not take him from 
me; I will Rar? him in my ſoul, oe to 


6 3. 


might to 7 thee; byte ches ; art ex- 
ed to ſale ? 7 

- Fhou wilt not have me to poſſeſs any 
thing that is more my own than thyſelf, 
who art my only good. Thou art my fa- 
ther, brother, friend, treaſure, and nou- 
riſhment; and if I may preſume to ſay it, 
my ſlave: for in fine thou madeſt thyſelf a 
flave, for procuring me liberty; and thou 
waſt ple: aſed to be mines by all the titles 
which give a man right to any thing, How 
rich am I in poſſeſſing thee, O my God 
Thou alone art inſtead of all things to me. 
I receive. thee therefore, O divine Jeſus ! 
as my happineſs, embrace thee as my trea- 
ſure, and deſire that for the future thou 
mayſt be all my beatitude, renouncing for 
the love of 2 every thing din, is not 


thee. 
22 What 


- 
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What does he defire for whom thou art: | 


not ſufficient, O thou life of. my foul! is 
it -poſfible for him to find any thing that 


can ſatisfy him! The ſoul that delights: 
not in thee, and that ſeeks out of thee: 
wherewith to ſatisfy itſelf, is either very 


ſick, or already dead. With thee I am- 
rich, without thee I am poor; with thee I: 
am repleniſhed with every thing that is 


good, without: thee I am in want. of every 


thing. Come into my heart, O divine Je- 


ſus ! that I may love thee, poſſeſs thee, and 


never forſake thee. more. Reign thou in- 
me, and may I live in thee, O my happi-: 
neſs, my love, my joy, and my bea 
titude! : | 


VI. Thou knoweſt,. O faithful friend of 
of my ſoul! how the too great attachment 
wie have for our friends, weakens thy love, 
ſtops thy communications and moſt ſecret 
favours : and becauſe thou art deſirous: of 
being the only friend of our ſouls, thou: 
permitteſt them when they return to thee, 
to experience immediately the inconſtancy 
and infidelity of human friendſhips. Thou- 
knoweſt how ſenſible this pain is, and art 


not ignorant of the pleaſure we enjoy in 
the confidence of a faithful friend. Thou 
commandeſt me therefore to be faithful in 


regard of all, but to be fixed to none but 
thee; and to place in thee alone my hope, 


my comfort, and all the pleaſure of my 


life, I deſire it, O my God! with all my 


LY 
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heart | but ſince thou haſt ſuffered for my 
love the treachery of a perfidious friend, 
give me ſtrength to bear patiently whatever 
befals me of the like; and grant that I 
may never allow myſelf to be either too 
much delighted with the affection of men, 
or dejected by their infidelity. | 

VII. If it be thy will that they ſhould 
hate and perſecute me, let thy will. be done: 
grant only that I may alſo have the ſame 
will. | Poſſeſs my heart, ſhew me thy coun- 
tenance, and fill me with thy love. Teach 
me not to complain, nor take revenge; 
but to do good for evil, to treat even thoſe 
as my friends who are unfaithful ta me 3: In 
a word, to be like thee, and to wiſh for: 
nothing more, How dare I complain of 
my friends? How can I deſire, O my 
God! that every one ſhouid love me; and 
that none ſhould fail in the ſtricteſt duties 
of: friendſhip: towards me, when I behold 
thee receiving him at thy table who be- 
trayed thee, and calling him thy friend, 
even when he delivers thee up to thy 
enemies? 

O thou faithful friend of my ſoul! how 
is only thy friendſhip that is ſolid, con- 
ſtant, and true; and I give up every thing 
elſe without-regret for meriting it. Pluck 
from my heart all love and: hatred that hin- 
ders me from converfing with thee. Open 
my interior eyes, O divine light! and ſhew 


me 4 happy ſtate of a * that is forgot» 
ten, 
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ten, deſpiſed, and perſecuted ; which far 
from all earthly affection, can find thee 
alone, love thee with full liberty, be inti- 
mately united to thee, and call thee with 
an entirè confidence, my father, my God, 

and my only love. Sweet moment happy 
hour! wilt thou never come? O that Þ 
could ſpend my whole life in this love, in 
this union, and in. theſe embraces! 


0 queen of angels, faithful 3 
fincere lover of our ſaviour, mother and 
refuge of ſinners! obtain me the love of 
your wel-beloved fon, and deſtroy in me 
all others. Bleſſed ſpirits! who live by 
the love of God, and love all things in 
God, impart to me a ſhare of thoſe preci- 
OUS chains, which keep you for ever bound. 
to him. Amen. 


\ 
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XXVII. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


His being ſeized in the garden of Olives. 
HE firſt effect of Judas's treachery, 
1 + was the ſeizing of our ſaviour in the 
cw 5 of Olives, That traitor having now 
loſt all ſhame, appeared at the head of the 
ſoldiers, as the chief in that undertaking. 
We muſt not wonder that an apoſtle, —_ | 

1 ad 


go; XXVIIL /uffering of Chrif. 


had forſaken God, was fallen in a ſhort | 


time into ſuch great exceſs : ſince experi- 
ence teaches us, that there are no men more 
wicked than thoſe who after having been 
enlightened,” have abandoned the purity of 
the faith, and the perfection of an evange- 
lic life. When they have once deſpiſed 


the . houſe of God, and ſhaken off the 
Lord's yoke, they no longer obſerve any 


meaſures ; and diſguſted at the fountain of 
living waters, they' go to drink with an in- 
fatiable greedineſs in the poiſoned rivers of 


the fleſh and the world; and we ought to 
be much more ſurpriſed at the crimes they 


do-not commit, than at thoſe they do. 
Thus it was that Judas, after having ſhut 
his eyes againſt the divine light, and his 


ears againſt the words of eternal life, after 
having extinguiſhed the love of God in his 
heart, delivered himſelf up to the devil, 
and became in a few hours, of an apoſtle 
ef Chriſt, the leader of thoſe who ſought 
him to put him to death. He even adviſed 


them to lead him away with great precau- 
tion, leſt he ſhould'eſcape from them. 


II. As he knew our ſaviour was  ac-- 
cuſtomed to retire in the evenings into the 


garden of Gethſemani, and there alone to 


ſpend the night in prayer, he judged that 


the time and place were proper for the exe- 


cution of his deſign. He therefore went 


ſecretly out of the town with ſome Phari- 


ſees, and a great number of armed _ 
an 
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ind becauſe he foreſaw that all precautions, 


and force itſelf would be unprofitable, if 


Chriſt did not vouchſafe to allow himſelf to 
be taken, he put them in mind that he 


ſhould be diſcharged from his promiſe, pro- 


vided he delivered him into their hands, 
whatever ſhould happen afterwards. 

But there was alſo another inconvenience 
to be feared ; it was that many among them 


knew not Chriſt, and that even thoſe who 


knew him, might be miſtaken in the dark; 
ſo he walked before them, telling them that 
the man whom he ſhould kiſs, was he whom 
they were to ſeize. Behold what were Ju- 
dass thoughts and views, whilſt that meek. 
lamb, with his eyes bathed in tears, quite 


covered with a bloody ſweat, and burning 


with love even for him who betrayed him, 
was treating with his eternal father about 
the ſalvation and remedy of mankind. 

III. Our ſaviour ſeeing that his hour was 
come, and that he was going to fall into- 


the hands of ſinners, was pleaſed to give 


his diſciples, who were not far from thence, . 
an illuſtrious example of the conſtancy 
waerewith they were one day to ſuffer great 
labours for his love, and of the ſubmiſſion 
they ought to have to the orders of God, 
how difficult ſoever they might appear to 
them. Thus without waiting for Judas 
and the ſoldiers whom that traitor brought 

with him, Jeſus went to meet them with 
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am undaunted countenance, and aſked them 
whom they ſought. 

Altho? he had refolved' to let himſelf be 
taken, he judged that it was neceſſary firſt 
to manifeſt his divine power to his apoſtles, 
{11 weak in faith, and by them to teach 
the whole world, that human malice could 
not prevail againſt him of itfelf; that he 
was faſter bound by the chains of his cha- 
rity, than by thoſe of his enemies; and 
that his paſſion was the effect of his love, 
rather than the violence of men. | 

In fine to render thoſe inexcuſable that 
were come to apprehend him, to-force them 
to own the unprofitableneſs of their endea- 
vours, to induce them to acknowledge the 
crime they committed, and to repent there- 
of, ; when they had faid they ſought Jelus 
of Nazareth, he anſwered them, I am he. 
And theſe words were ſo powerful, that 
Fudas,' the: Phariſees, the ſoldiers, and the 
officers of juſtice were overthrown thereby, 
as if they had been. ſtruck down by a thun- 
derbolr. ESTI] 

Chriſt might then have very well retired, 
if he had. pleaſed, or have ſtill wrought 
tome other miracle ; but being content 
with having made them feel his power, he 
permitted them to rife” again; and after 
having a ſecond time aſked them whom 
they ſought, and having anſwered them 
that he was the man, he forbad them. to 
e any of his apoſtles; and that divine 
; ſhepherd, 


XX VIII ſuffering of Cbriß. 307 
ſhepherd, even in his own danger, did not 
abandon the care of his flock. Indeed the 
apoſtles received no bad treatment; they 
were not ſo much as threatened to. be 
ſeized; which ought to appear extraordi- 
nary on ſuch an occaſion. But none can 
hurt thoſe whom our Lord preſerves. - 
IV. Neither did Chriſt permit them to 
load him with chains. ſo foon; he would 
firſt ſpeak, with his ordinary meekneſs, to- 
the chief of the Phariſees and the prieſts, 
whom he ſaw mixed with the ſoldiers, in 
an action ſo unworthy of their character. 
He aſked them why they came to take him 
in the night-time, as a thief, with arms and 
torches, ſince he had been daily in the tem- 
ple, where he taught publicly. They knew 
not what anſwer to make our ſaviour, nei- 
ther durſt they lay hands upon him: when 
Malchus, a domeſtic of the high-prieft, 
having advanced with more boldneſs than 
the reſt,, Peter aſked Chriſt's permiſſion to 
make uſe of the ſword, and without wait- 
ing for an anſwer, ſtruck Malchus, and cut 
off his right ear; but our ſaviour immedi- 
ately reſtored it to him, and forbad Peter 


to ule violence. | 

Shall I not drink the cup, ſays he, (John 

xviii. 2.) which my father hath given me? 
 Howthen ſhall the ſcriptures be fulfilled, (Matt. 

xxvi. 54.) and what ſhall become of mankind, 

if I redeem them not by my death? Put up thy 

| ſword into its place, and remember that 4/1 


thoje 


#hoje who ſhall take the ſword, fhall periſh by 


the ſcvord (52.). If I were willing to em- 


ploy any external power for my defence, 
thinkeſt thou that I cannot aſk my father, and 
he will preſently yy me more than twelve le- 


 gions of angels? (53.) Then Peter retired, 


and all the other diſciples fled. This fight 
was not only an effect of their weaknels ; 
but alſo a diſpoſition of the eternal'coun- 
fel, which had decreed that Chriſt ſhould 
{ſuffer alone. 

Then turning towards the Phariſees, he 
permitted them to do what they would, by 
ſaying to them; this is your hour, and the 
power of darkneſs (Luke xxii. 53.). And im. 
mediately Jud as coming up to Feſus,. ſaid ; 
hail Rabbis + and kiſſed bim (Matt. xxvi. 49.). 
Thus it was that friends were accuſtomed 
to ſalute one another in Paleſtine ; and our 
ſaviour having received this traitor into the 
number of his diſciples, rejected him not; 
but ſaid to him with his ordinary goodneſs; 


friend what art thou come for? (Matt. xxvi. 


50.) Is it with a kiſs that thou betrayeſt the 


fon of man, and makeſt uſe of this teſtimony 


of friendſhip for delivering him up to his 
enemies? (Luke xxii. 48.) 


It is difficult to ſay here which of the | 


two is moſt admirable, whether the obdu- 
racy of the human heart, when it has once 


forſaken God, and become obſtinate in ſin; 


or the mildneſs and tenderneſs of our Lord, 
even. towards thoſe to whom he foreſees it 


will 
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will be unprofitable. But it is alſo a great 


ſubject of fear and humiliation to us; fince 
as we are all deſcended from the ſame maſs 


of corruption, ſo we. are capable of the 


ſame infidelity. _ 
Judas did not relent at theſe words ſo full 


of ſweetneſs ; and the Jewiſh miniſters, 


who only waited for that ſignal, flew furi- 
ouſly upon that innocent lamb, beat him 
unmercifully, trampled him underfoot, and 
tied his hands cloſe behind his back; ſay- 
ing to him a thouſand injurious things, 

calling him impoſtor, magician, one poſ- 
ſeſſed with the devil, a ſeducer of the peo- 
ple, and making him ſuffer many other in- 


dignities, which their rage ſuggeſted to 


them, and which it is eaſy t to imagine. 

They dragged him afterwards in a moſt 
violent manner, to the high-prieſt's houſe, 
diſcharging againſt him, without any mo- 
deration, all the hatred they had preſerved 
in their hearts for ſo long, tho' he made no 
reſiſtance againſt them. For that divine 
lamb, amongſt all theſe bad treatments, 
opened not his mouth to complain; and 
whilſt he walked in the midſt of thoſe 
wolves thirſting after blood, his heart was 
in heaven, By continual groans, he beg- 
ged mercy of his father for ſinners, and 
offered all the affronts he endured unto him 


for them. Nothing diſturbed the ſerenity 


of his ſoul. He that trembled before the 
oc and was ſorrowful unto deaths 
rew 
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drew new ſtrength from the wounds he re- 
ceived in fighting ; being more violently 
urged than ever with the deſire of accom- 
pliſhing his ſacrifice. _ 

V, Pjous perſons may here find, as well 
as in the other myſteries of our faviour's 
paſſion, ample matter for contemplation ; 
not only in conſidering his exterior ſuffer- 
ings ; but much more ſtill, by entering in- 
to his interior ſentiments, And even thoſe 


who conſider only the outward appearance | 


of theſe myſteries, reap great advantage 
from thence notwithſtanding ; becauſe theie 
ſouls always find a moſt ſolid nouriſhment 


therein. But he that can enter into he 


Holes of the rock, and diſcover the infinite 
riches of that amorous heart, is fo ſur— 
priſed, changed, and tranſported, that he 
no longer knows himſelf ; and he experi- 
ences with an ineffable ſweetneſs, that thoſe 
divine hands, which he beholds ſo cloſely 
tied with cords, diſtil myrrh abundantly. 
But it we do not yet. comprehend, the 
treatures that are contained in Chriſt's cap- 
tivity z let us at leaſt compare our life with 
his, and his innocency with our ſins. Let 


us conſider what he ſuffers, and what we 


have deſerved ; and we ſhall find, that tho', 
in order to pardon us ſo many crimes, he 
ſhould require of us the like puniſhments, 
we ſhould ſtill have reaſon to bleſs his mer- 


cies for ever. What ought then to be our 


ae and love, when we ſee the ſon of 


God 
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God drawing upon himſelf all the fury of 
his enemies, to preſerve his diſciples from 
thence ; being unable to ſuffer the leaſt of 


his ſervants to be ill-treated ; and taking 
upon himſelf all our chains, in order to ſe- 


cure us an entire freedom. | 


Are we not very miſerable, if inſtead of 


keeping our ſenſes and hearts ſubject to his 


law, inſtead of loving our bonds, and re- 


liſhing the happineſs of ſo ſweet a captivity, 
we break the yoke he puts upon us, with- 
out conſidering that by following the licen- 
tiouſneſs of our own deſires, and abandon- 
ing ourſelves to a criminal liberty, we load 
Chriſt with chains, without compariſon 
more ſevere than thoſe wherewith the Jews 
fettered him, and engage ourſelves in an 
eternal ſlavery. 


— 


Kun 
15 On Chriſt ſeixed in the garden of Olives. 


| HO is the man that preſumes to 
y Y feize thee? Who can bind thy in- 
finite power, O king of glory ? Is it poſſi- 
ble that there ſhould be any hearts ſo bar- 


barous as to treat a divine perſon with ſo 


much indignity? Thy meekneſs, O my 


God!] converts fouls; thy modeſty gains 


hearts; thy preſence charms the eyes and 


minds of thoſe that behold thee ; and thy 


benefits 


1 
| 
| 
j 
$ 
} 


312 Contemplation on XX VIII. ſuffering. 
benefits fill the whole earth. How ther 
can there be found any men ſo ungrateful, 
cruel, and bold, as to lay hands upon the 
Lord's anointed, to oppreſs him with inju— 
ries, affronts, and chains, as a thief and 
malefactor. 

And thou, O life of my ſoul ! not only 
doſt not fly, nor hide thyſelf ; but goeſt to 
meet thy enemies, yieldeſt up thy ſacred 
body to them, and forbiddeſt thy diſciples 
to make any reſiſtance, By the touch of 
thy hand thou healeſt the wound of Mal. 


chus, who was come to apprehend - thee, 


Thou refuſeſt the aſſiſtance of angels, ſend- 
eſt away thy apoſtles, and thinkeſt on no- 


thing but the cup, which thy father has 


prepared for thee ; becauſe thou wilt be the 
model of our obedience, and the remedy 


of our evils. 


Be thou bleſſed and glorified eternally, 


O my hope and ſalvation! After having 


prayed thy father to remove that bitter cup 
from thee, obedience is ſo dear to thee, that 


'thou willeſt nothing but what he wills. In 
Tpite of the reluctancies of nature, thou 
art wholly ready to ſuffer the torments 


which the mere thought of occaſioned thee 
a mortal fear, and thou ſtil hideſt thy ma- 
jeſty, that nothing _ ſtop the fury of 


thy enemies. 


IT. Diſcover to my Gol; O ſplendor of 


eternal light ! thoſe interior chains, which 


keep thee ſo —_ bound to the _— 
_ ny 
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thy father, and to the love thou haſt for 


man. Without theſe inviſible bonds, who 


could ſeize thee, or ill- treat thee, O my 
love! By theſe bonds it is that thou art 
fettered, dragged, thrown on the ground, 
and expoſed to ſo many affronts. Why 
doſt thou not give me a ſhare of thoſe pre- 
cious chains, O thou lite of my foul ! why 


doſt thou not bind me at leaſt interiorly, 


whilſt thou art chained for me ? If thou 
wilt {ſuffer alone the captivity which I de- 
ſerve, permit me not therefore to abuſe 


that liberty, in order to commit thoſe 


crimes which I behold thee expiating. 
III. I adore Jau; O divine hands ! 
which are bound only to bind my enemies. 


I adore you, O precious chains! which. 
draw down upon ine ſuch great bleſſings. 


Alas! were it not much better for me to 
be loaded with chains, than to be free, as 
Iam? O my God! who beho!deft my mi- 
ſery, I beſeech thee by thy chains to deli- 
ver me from thoſe which keey me at a 
diſtance from thee. 

{ think myſelf free when no body contra- 


dicts me; when every one loves me, eſteems 


me, and praiſes me; when J ſee, ſay, and 
hear, What I will; when I have all my 
conveniencies; a when I do nothing but 
what plcales me. I am very much de- 
ceived, I am never a greater ſlave ; but am 
inſenſible of my Navery : for if in the 


midſt of that licentiouſneſs, or at the end 
. O ; of 
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of thoſe pleaſures I have given way to, 
thou happeneſt to touch my heart by ſome 
ſecret inſpiration; if I am willing to con- 
verſe with thee, O my God! then it is I 
feel the weight of my chains, find myſelf 
entangled with an infinite number of car- 
nal bonds, which hinder me irom elevating 
myſelf to thee, begin to know how I was 
blinded by my paſſions, and what appeared 
liberty to me was a real ſlavery. O holy 
chains! O divine hands! deliver me from 
that falſe liberty, or rather from that true 
flavery, which permits me not to follow 
and love thee. Is it poſſible that I ſhould 
ever have looked upon that as a good, 
which made me loſe the ſovereign good? 
IV. Unhappy time ! untortunate hours ! 
wherein I was tree only for doing ill, where- 
in I was always a ſlave to myſelf and never 


to thee, O my only deliverer! Will that 
never change? Wilt thou ſtill ſuffer long 
this ſubverſion of order? When ſhall I be- 


hold myſelf free from my paſſions, and a 
captive to thy love? When wilt thou break 
the bonds which Keep. me bound to myſelf, 
and ſeparated from thee ? 

O that I had never given my heart to 
any thing but to thee alone. But alas ! not 
content, with departing from thee, and 


Joining myſelf to creatures, by my diſor- 


derly affections, I have bound thy ſacred 


hands with chain much coarſer than thoſe 


wherewith the Jews loaded thee. Thoſe 
are 


* 
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are the fettered hands, O my Jeſus! which 
hold the devil a captive, break the chains 
of my vices, ſubject my enemies to me, 
and are always open to do me good. Thou 
continually offereſt me thy graces, and I 
refuſe them ; and prefer the falſe pleaſures 
of the world to thy eternal riches. Thus 
I ſhut up thoſe liberal hands, and coriſtrain 
them to remain ſo; thou art moſt ſenſibl 


affected therewith, O my God! out of 


the affection. thou haſt for me, and I find 
myſelf deſtitute of all good, by my ingra- 
titude. 

You withdraw not from me, O divine 
hands! always full of mercy, how un- 
worthy ſoever I am of your bleſſings, your 
liberality is ſtill infinitely greater than my 
unworthineſs. Thoſe chains D bind 
you, do not bind your power; make it 
appear on this ungrateful foul; ſince you 


were bound only to procure me liberty, To 


thee ] have lifted up my eyes, O my God ! who 
drwelleſt in the heavens : behold as the eyes of 
ſervants are on the hands of their maſters; as 
the eyes of the handmaid on the eyes of her 
miſtreſs : jo are our eyes to our Lord God till 


He have mercy on us. (Pſal. cxxii. 12.) 


Shut my eyes therefore, O ſacred hands! 
that they may no longer ſee vanity. Guide 
my tongue, and all my ſenſes, that they 


may remain ſubject to thy law : reſtrain 


this diſtracted heart, that it may not wan- 
der among creatures; and if I have fled 
O 2 from- 
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from thee hitherto, O Lord ! I now return- 
to thee. It I have broken thy yoke, if I have 
burſt thy bonds, and ſaid: I will not ſerve, 
(Jer. 11. 20.) I change my mind and lan- 
guage, and give mylelf wholly to thee, in 
the ſimplicity of my heart. Take me, 
bind me, and fetter me, as thou pleaſeſt. 
The chains wherewith you ſhall load me, 
O divine hands ! ſhall become a thouſand 
times {ſweeter to me than liberty. 

VI. I have ſinned but too much : I have 
done hitherto whatſoever I would. It is 
time, O my God! that thou ſhouldſt be- 
gin to do with me whatſoever thou wilt. 
O that I had never eſcaped out of thy 
hands! but thoſe divine hands have formed 
me, and they will not reje&t me. Remem- 
ber, O my God ! that thoſe divine hands 
have taken me from duſt, to make me a 
living man, capable of knowing and lov- 
ing thee. By them it is that I am what I 
am; and if there be any good in me, it is 
from them alone that I have it. Thou hateſt 
nothing of thoſe things which thou haſt made. 
(Wild. xi. 25.) May the ſame love which 
delivered thee up to thy enemies, deliver 
me from mine. Preſerve me, O Lord! 
puriſy me, reform thy work, left J ſhould 
deface it entirely. 

Thoſe pure ſouls, who by favour of thy 
light, contemplate on thee in this ſtate, 
find in the beauty of thy chains the miti- 

gation of their ſlavery, and the MOOR of 
their 
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their liberty. It 53 true that I have render- 
ed myſelf unworthy of theſe divine com- 
munications; but after all I am no leſs 
thine when I have ſinned, than it I had 
never done fo. Acknowledge then, O my 
God! the work of thy hands : ſuffer me 
not to ſpoil it; deliver me from myſelf; 
and fix me for ever to thy law and ſervice, 
by the chains of thy love. 

VII. How eaſily doſt thou make thyſelf 
maſter of a heart, O divine love ! when 
thou becomeſt ſenſible to it! How ſweetly 
doſt thou charm it, when thou diſcovercit 
to it a ray of thy divine beauty! The faith- 
ful ſoul, in this place of baniſhroent, where 
it only perceives thee thorough the obſcuri- 
ties of faith, elevates itſelf notwitnitanding 
above itſelf, and above all the ties of the 
fleſh and the world, by the ſecret {weetne 
which thou communicateſt to it. 

Thou bindeſt it ſometimes ſo cloſely by 
the bonds of thy charity, that the whole 
man, even to his corporal ſenſes, finds 
itſelf as it were transformed into thee ; be- 
cauſe thou employeſt every thing to draw 
the ſoul to thee. If it ſleeps, thou awakeſt 
it; if it reſts, thou occupieſt it; if it eats, 
thou depriveſt it of the reliſh of corporal 
food; if it converſes with men, thou 
makeſt it retire within itſelf ; thou keepeſt 
it wholly captive, depr ivelt it of every 
thing, and forbiddeſt it cvery thing out of 


a holy jealouſy : and as thou giveſt thyſelf 


C2 wholly 
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wholly to it, ſo thou wouldſt have it be 


wholly thine. It eſteems itſelf happy in 
its dependence, and free in its captivity ; 
becaule it lives in thee and by thee: 

Sweet captivity, amiable chains, why do 
you leave me at liberty? Thou draweſt to 
thee, and retaineſt in thee thoſe whom thou 
loveſt, © divine love ! thou bindeſt them, 


and ſtrippeſt them. They carry a pure 


heart in a terreſtrial body, and thou changeſt 
them entirely into thyſelf by the power of 
thy ſpirit. Can he who is bound with thee 
deſire freedom? How much at large is he! 
how free is he ! and how content is he 
Thou knoweſt, O ſacred love! how pre- 
clous thy chains are, and that the heart 
which ſighs after them, cannot expreſs what 


it feels. Be not R in regard of me: 


for tho' thou ſhouldſt give me all thou poſ- 
ſeſſeſt without thyſelf, thou wouldſt give 


me nothing of what I deſire; and if thou 


leaveſt me at liberty, thou puniſheſt me 
cruelly. Seize me therefore, bind me for 
ever, O my Jeſus, my love, and my all ! 
VIII. But what doſt thou in thoſe fouls 
whom thou holdeſt captive, O divine love ! 
Let him that experiences it, declare it, if 


he can! What I feel, is tnat my ſoul, hu 


thau toucheſt it, wiſhes for that happy ſtate 
wherein thou ſheweſt, in ſo admirable a 
manner, the power of thy grace in the 
weakneſs of our nature. When after hav- 


ing made thyſelf maſter of the faculties = 
"LBC 
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the ſou], thou happeneſt to hide thyſelf; 
and to withdraw the ſweetneſs of thy pre- 
ſence, without ceaſing however to keep 
them bound, then can they neither contra- 
dict thee, nor deſire any comfort beſides 
thee ; becauſe their only conſolation is to 
ſuffer, and to remain thus bound to thee. 

How divine is this operation, O thou 
life and love of my ſoul! Thoſe whom 
thou depriveſt thus of all interior conſola- 
tion, are afraid of exterior conſolations: 
they ſhun their friends, preſume not to 
think of any creature, nor even to aſk thee 
to comfort them; and they are capable of 
nothing but a willingneſs to drink thy cup 
as thou drunkeſt it. O how admirable is 
the manner after which thou reigneſt in 
thoſe hearts] they fly from confolation, as 
others fly from pain; and they are afraid 
of being ſeparated from thee, when they 
are not ſtill on the croſs, as weak ſouls 
think themlelves abandoned, when they no 
longer feel the ſweetneſs of thy communi- 
cations. | 

Thoſe whom TA haſt interiorly bein 
are truly free; becauſe they will not poſſeſs 
thee but in ſuch a manner as thou art 
pleaſed to give thyſelf to them. As they 
find their repoſe only in thy good „ 
fo they ſeek thee according to \ thy will, and 
not according to their own: and deſiring 
above all things to ſee thee reign in them 
with. an abſolute power, they give them 

O 4 ſelves. 
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ſelves to thee without any condition or re- 
ferve. They deſire to. be free, only that. 
they may be always in readineſs to love and 
ſuffer, to enjoy thee and to part with thee, 
to poſſeſs thee and to be deprived of thee, 
according to thy eternal deſigns : being 


men according to nature, but more than 


men in the works of thy grace and love. 
Amiable bonds! happy ſlavery ! O that 1 
were chained in that manner 

But if my miſery hinders me from being 
a ſlave to love, O my God! may I be fo 
at leaſt to hope. Thou art, O my Jeſus ! 
a ſecure haven ; where, being fatigued with 
the ftorms of this world, I may find a 
ſweet retreat. Thou art true in thy pro- 
miſes, rich in thy mercies, liberal in thy 
graces, and conſtant in thy love. Seize 


me, O Lord! bind me, and take me away 


with all my hopes. May I always keep 

my eyes turned towards thee, * may I ad- 
 wance continually towards thee ; may I ſigh 
only after thee, and may I find reſt in no- 


ching but thee alone, O my love! my lite! 


and the only hope of my {out 


' Moſt pure virgin, you who have always 
been a captive to the love of Jeſus, and al- 
ways free in him; obtain me the grace of 
bearing his chains conſtantly, and of being 
eternally a ſlave to his love. Bleſſed ſpi- 


rits, who in the very abode of ſovereign 


freedom, are bound by the chains of an 
| eternal 
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eternal love, break my chains, and deliver 
my ſoul from ſhametul ſlavery under which 
it groans ; that I may remain fixed to the 


divine beauty which ye behold. Amen. 
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XXIX. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


He is ragged before the ile of Jeru- 


ſalem. 


UR Lord being in the hands of his 

enemies, was pleaſed to ſuffer all the 
pains he was capable of at that time: that 
of leving himielf ignominiouſly dragged 
before the ſeveral tribunals of his unjuſt : 
and paſſionate judges, was none of the leaſt 
conſiderable. 'F or was it not a very great 
indignity, that the Sovereign Judge of the 
living and dead, ſhould appcar before cri- 
minal men; ad that the maſter of the 
univerſe ſhould be ſubject to the judgment 
of his creatures? without being allo drag- 
ged from one tribunal to another, = 
abandoned to all the hatred and injuſtice 
of his declared enemies. 47 
Can we conſider, without aſtoniſhment, 
the only ſon of God, the ſun ct juſtice, 
and age itſelf, before whom all nature 


trembles, at whoſe voice the graves give 
O 5 up 4 
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up their dead, the devils depart from the” 
poſſeſſed, and the raging ſeas become calm; 
whom the leproſy, and all diſcaſes, haven, 
earth, and hell, obey without reſiftance ; 

in whom every thing draws reſpect ; whoſe 
modeſty, gravity, and admirable ſweetnels, 
ſhine even in the midſt of chains; can we, 
I ſay, conſider this Man-God, aſter giving 
ſo many proots of his divinity, with his 
hands bound, a cord about his neck, led 
as a criminal before his judges, dragged 
from one to another, that one may be 
found amongſt them that may condemn 
him; and not admire the depth of the di- 
vine counſels? 

II. He appeared then before all thoſe 
tribunals, with an unchangeable patience 
and tranquility of mind. He endeavoured | 
not to withdraw himſelf from juſtice, or, 
to ſpeak better, from the ill-will of his 
accuſers and judges, who treated him with 
lo much contempt, that he was not ſo 
much as judged worthy of having any 
form of judgment obſerved again} him. 
Fe have ſeen him, ſays the prophet Jaiab, 
(lin. 2.) deſpiſed, and maſt abjett of men----- — 
and his lech as it were bid "ani deſpiſed, 10 
much was he covered with confuſion. 
They were intent on nothing leſs than on 
doing him Juſtice. Thoſe judges of ini- 
quity thought of nothing but fatisfying 
the hatred V herewith they were animated 

againſt 
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againſt him; and he received nothing but 
affronts every where. 

III. He was led before four judges, 
Annas, Caiphas, Pilate, and Herod; the 
two firſt were ers, and the others Gentiles: 
Some fathers affirm, that in going from 
the garden of Olives to Feruſalem, he was 
dragged fo rudely, that he fell into the 
torrent of Cedron, over which he was to 
paſs; and on this occaſion they apply to 
him thoſe words of David, (Pf. cix. 7.) Of 
the torrent in the way he ſhall drink; es. 
hall he exalt the head. But however it be, 
it is certain, that this violence was very 
agrecable to the malice of the Jews. 

It was about mid-night when they en- 
tered into the city, whoſe repoſe they di- 
ſturbed; and when the day appeared, it 
was filled with the noiſe of that event. 
Some were ſurpriſed that they had appre- 
hended a man powerful in works and 
words, who did good to every one: others 
openly blamed his conduct; and all ex- 
pected, wich | impatience, the end of that 
tragedy. 

They went firſt to the houſe of Anas, 
by order of Caiphas, who would pay that 
deference to his father-in-law. Annas firſt 
interrogated Chriſt concerning his diſci- 
ples; he aſked him, in a ſcornful manner, 
why they had left him thus alone, being 
accuſtomed to follow him in a crowd ; and 
added, that the world would mreſently ſee 
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what opinion they ought to have both of 
the maſter and diſciples ;, but Feſus was fi- 
lent, and interiorly reſigned his juſtification 
to the eternal father, who was to make 
known to the world, when the time was 
come, the innocence of his ion. (Mar. 
XXV1. 63.) 


IV. They queſtioned him afterwards 


concerning his doctrine, in an artful man- 
ner; but he anſwered, that it was in vain 
to interrogate .him thereon ; that- he had 
ſpoken publicly in the temple; and that 
thoſe who had heard him, could give teſti- 
mony of his doctrine. Behold what the 
ſecurity of. a good conſcience is! as it 1s 
plain and ſincere in its words and actions, 


io it does not believe it has any ground to 


fear, or to ſpeak much in its own defence; 
becauſe the truth and its own conduct {; peak 
for it. | 

J hoſe who defend themſelves with ſo 
much pains, are not commonly found 0 


juſt before God, as they are deſirous of 
2ppearing to be before men; and every 
thing they make uſe of for juſtifying them 


ſelves, often ſerves only to make people 


believe they are guiity. As good actions. 


and pure intentions alone are capable of 
e us before God, ſo when they are 


wanting, God permits human eloquence 
to — SY unprofitable to us, even before 


men; and them to judge according to their 


own views, and not according to thoſe we 


would. 
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would inſpire them with. Thus the ſureſt 
way is to put our confidence in God, 
and to expect our juſtification from him 
alone. 

One of the ſoldiers having heard Jeſus's : 
anſwer, ſtruck him, ſaying ; * Anſweref thoz © 
in this manner the high prieſt ? Then Jeſus 

ſaid to that man, without being moved; 
1f 1 have ſpoken ill, bear teſtimony of the evil ; + 
but if well, rely df thou ſirike me £ (John 
Xviii. 22, 23.) Behold how they did juſtice 
to our Saviour; he was not permitted to 

ſpeak the truth; and a ſoldier preſumed to 
ſtrike him in the preſence of the judge, 
who, inſtead of reprehending him, approv- 
ed of an action that would not have been ſuf- 
fered amongſt the moſt barbarous people. 

V. Jeſus was ſent from Annas to Caiphas,: 
with whom the principal of the es, the 
Phariſees, and the prieſts, were aſſembled. : 
As he had received a blow in the houſe of 

the firſt judge, ſo he Was judged with falſe: 

accuſations in the houſe of the ſecond ;; 
treated as a blaſphemer; declared worthy: 
of death; and ſhut up in priſon, till he 
was brought before Pilate; and from thence 
to Herod; where, after being look'd upon 
as a fool, he was led back again to Plate. 

Pilate, tho' he had judged our Saviour 
innocent, cauſed him nevertheleſs to be 

_ cruelly ſcourged, crowned with thorns, and 
at laff crucified between two thieves. What 
a. procedure! what Juſtice! Jeſus 9 

all 
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all that without complaining ; he even 


ſpoke but very. few words, and theſe were 


not in his own defence; and he ſuffered 


himſelf to be thus accuſed, judged, and 
ill- treated, without anſwering any thing, 
ſo far as to loſe his honour and life. 


VI. This affliction was ſtill greatly aug- 


mented, by the offences which he ſaw com- 
mitted againſt his father, and by the inflexi- 
ble obſtinacy of his perſecutors, which was 


ſo much the more ſenſible to him, as he 


loved them more tenderly. For he conſi- 
dered what they did againſt him, as their 
unhappineſs, rather than his own; and the 
heighth of his ſorrow was to foreſee, that 
what he endured for their ſalvation, would 
only ſerve to render them more guilty, and 
more unhappy. 

He knew, that in quality of ſovereign 
judge of the living and dead, he ſhould 
one day be obliged to pronounce a terrible 
ſentence againſt his own judges, and to 
condemn thoſe to cternal death, whom he 


would have ſaved by his own blood. He 
ſaw them ſhut their eyes, with an extreme 


obſtinacy, againſt the light; and their ears, 
againſt all the truths he taught them. None 
but thoſe that know the heart of Jeſus, and 
the perfection of his love, can comprehend 
how much eaſier it was for him to ſuffer 
their injuſtice, than to fee himſelf obliged 
to condemn them one day, for the crimes 

they 
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they were then committing, and which 
they were not to expiate by penance. 

VII. But our Saviour, who knows how 
to bring g good out of evil, drew from thoſe 
corrupt tribunals, a wonderful advantage' 
for the confirmation of thoſe ſacred truths 
which he had taught them. For as thoſe, 
judges, by the bad diſpoſitions of their 
hearts, eaſily believed the lies, calumnies, 
and falſe teſtimonies, wherewith they en- 
deavoured to blacken the innocence of 
Chriſt ; the wickedneſs of his enemies ſerv- 
ed only to give a greater luſtre to the pu- 
rity of his doctrine, and ſanctity of his 
works, 

Malice at this time was ſeen to break 
looſe; envy to ſpread its poiſon; and ha- 
tred to feed itſelf with injuries, affronts, 
exclamations, and murmurings : neverthe- 
leſs Jeſus ſuffered all with a meekneſs al- 
ways equal; and the rage of thoſe impious 
people was the proof of his innocence. 
Thus the truth appeared without his ſpeak- 
ing; and his ſilence alone confounded per- 
fidy becauſe darkneſs cannot prevail a- 
gainſt the light, nor malice againſt perfect 
ſanctity, nor falſhood againſt the eternal 
truth. But the Son of God was pleaſed 
to paſs thorough all theſe tribunals ; and 
be judged according to the utmoſt rigour, 
in order to ſhew the whole world, that 
there was nothing in him but what was 
pure, holy, and perfect; and to confirm 

us 
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us by his very enemies, in the truth of his 
doctrine. 
VIII. Here is a great inſtruction for 


thoſe, who, on account of the rank they | 
hold in the world, or of the good opinion 
they have of their own merit, or of ſome 
ether human reaſon, cannot bear that he, 


whom they think below themſelves, ſhould 


undertake to judge them. It is of thoſe. 


perſons our Lord has ſaid; (Jobn lil. 20.) 


for every one that deth evil, hateth the light, 
and cometh not to the light, leſt his: works 


' ſhould be reproved. Indeed, he who will not 
be judged by his inferiors, gives room for 


imagining, that he confides more in the 


dignity of his perſon, than in the goodneſs 
of his works. If you be not juſt, acknow- 
ledge it before God, and ſeek not to ap- 
pear ſo before men; becauſe you have a 
judge 7hat ſearcheth the hearts, and ſees with 
how little juſtice you paſs for. a virtuous 
man. Now if you be juſt, take it not a- 
miſs that you are judged. If you delerve 
any reproach, think not on exculpating 
yourſelf for your own ſatisfaction; and if 
you deſerve none, wait with patience, till 
the truth manifeſts itſelt. 

Tho? your judges ſhould even be ſo cor- 
rupt as to give yuu a juſt reaſon for ſuſpect- 
ing their judgment, conſider what advan- 
tage it is for a chriſtian to reſemble Chriſt, 
and to ſuffer injuſtice with him. We may 
aſſure ourſelves, that if we refer our con- 

cerns 
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cerns to him, he will either diſcover our 
innocence by ways that are unknown to us, 
or, if he permits the malice of our enemies 
to prevail, it is a ſign that he reſerves the 
chaſtiſement thereof to himſelf, that he de- 
ſigns to ſanctify us by patience, and that 
he will one day in his univerſal judgment, 


in the ſight of all men, reſtore us the ho- 
nour that we were unjuſtly deprived of, in 


the preſence of a few perſons. 


IX. Chriſt teaches us by that ſilence 
which all admire, few comprehend, and 


ſcarce any imitate; to. reſign ourſelves ſo 
to God, as for the love of him to deſire 
ho' other juſtification, when we are accuſed, 


but filence. He that ſincerely ſeeks the 


peace of heart, the hatred of himſelf, and 
the pure love of God, can alone compre- 
hend how ill thoſe hours arc employed that 
are beſtowed on the care of his honours 
what treaſures are found in his own-confu- 
ſion ; what is gained by the loſs of his re- 
putation before men; and what is loſt by 
gaining their eſteem. I know the law of 
God does not oblige us to this perfection; 
but I know: alſo, very well, how happy 
that man is, Who. ſincerely endeavours to 
imitate Chriſt, in What he lecs to be. moſt 
perfect in him. 

The prophet Jaiab, (liii. 3, 8.) conſi- 


dering the profound humiliation of our Sa- 
viour before his judges, ſays, that being 


* and moſt alject of men,-----whereupon 


neither 
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neither have they eſteemed him, And then 


he adds theſe words, Who ſhall declare his 
generation ? It therefore the ſilence of Chriſt 


has produced ſo many ſaints, ſo many 1oli- 
taries, and ſo many peaceful fouls; and if 
it has been for chriſtians. 1o- plentiful a 
ſource of interior graces, can we practiſe 
it, with a ſincere deſire of imitating that 
divine Saviour, without drawing "from 
thence admirable fruits of ſanctity? O that 
God would diſcover this truth to all men! 
That he would make us feel the peace and 
riches of that ſoul, that enters ſincerely 
into the way of this perfect mortification, 
we ſhould find a paradiſe on earth. But 
let the man that has not yet been enlight- 
ened with this light, and that looks upon 
filence in perſecution, as an inſuperable 
difficulty, endeavour at laſt to be calm and 
moderate in ſpeaking for his own defence, 
and put more confidence in. God than in 
his own Juſtice. ee 
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On Corift being dragged "7208 the tribunals of 
Jeruſalem. 


8 that thy place, O Jeſus! thou goeſt 
then no longer thorough the villages of 
Fuden, to teach thy doctrine, and work mi- 
racles 
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racles in them] But would it not at leaſt 
be more convenient for thee to come into 
our hearts, there to be loved, acknowledg- 
ed, and adored, than to go before thoſe 
impious tribunals, where thou receiveſt 
nothing but affronts? May heaven and 
earth praiſe thee, O my God! may all 
creatures bleſs thee, and may all hearts love 
thee, for having humbled thyſelf fo far 
for me. It is I that am guilty, and thou 
that art accuſed, judged, and condemned. 
I adore the exceſs of thy love; I am to be 
judged only by thee alone, and thou ſub- 
mitteſt thyſelf, for my ſake, to all the un- 
juſt judgments of the world; and moſt 
innocent as thou art, thou art willing to 
ſuffer what I deſerve. 

There is no judge that can be too ſevere 


on my account, nor condemn me to ſuch. 


great puniſhments; but that I ſtill deſerve 
greater : and there is no judge, O my Sa- 
viour ! that can be equitable enough to- 
wards thee, nor ſhew all the reſpect and 
love which is due to thee. And becauſe I 
have reaſon to be afraid of the worſt, if I 


am not Judged with mercy, thou thyſelf 
haſt been 1 to be my judge, O di- 


vine goodneſs! thou haſt been pleaſed to 
take upon thyſelf the ſins I have commit- 
ted, and to undergo the ſentence I have 
| deſerved. 

II. It was I, O my God! and not thee, 


that ought to have appeared before thoſe 
Judges.. 
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judges. There is nothing they can juſtly 
reprehend in thy infinite ſanctity; but they 
might diſcharge all their hatred upon me 
without injuſtice. They ſhould find in me 
what they ſeek for in thee; and they might 
execute againſt me, without any crime, 
what they undertake ſo unjuſtly againſt 
thee. They might pull out my eyes, to 
puniſh the freedom of my looks; cut out 
my tongue which has ſpoken ſo much ill; 
tear into pieces this body loaded with ſins; 
pierce this heart which has not loved thee ; 
condemn my actions ever contrary to thy 
law; and take from me a life, which I 
have not employed in thy ſervice. 

If they ſeek. a ſacrilegious perſon, that 
has abuled every thing that is moſt holy ; 
a malefactor which the world ought to be 
freed from, they ſhould have ſuch an one 
in me. But thou, O infinite mercy | who 
loveſt me, how unworthy ſoever I am of 
thy love; and who ſincerely deſireſt my 
ſalvation, thou beareſt with me, and re- 
ſerveſt me for thy paternal judgment; 
whilſt thou delivereſt thyſelf up to the ha- 
tred of thoſe impious judges, who have 
reſoived thy deſtruction ; and thou wilt be 
condemned, that I may be abfolved. 

What ſhall I lay, O my ſovereign judge 
of that exchange, which can only proceed 
from an infinite goodneſs ? Thou knoweſt 
for whom thou coſt ſo permit not ſo 
great a mercy, O Lord: to be Nags 
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ble to me. Lead my heart with thee, be- 
fore the tribunals of thoſe wicked judges ; 
enlighten it with thoſe ſacred truths thou 
there teacheſt; communicate to it, thoſe 
divine virtues which thou there practiſeſt; 
and inflame it with thy love, that it may 
adore and love thee, amidit thoſe blaſ- 
phemies and affronts which thou there ſuf- 
tereſt. 

III. Cruel and unjuſt judges ! if ye knew 
him, whom ye have in your hands, ye 
would immediately leave your own place 
to take his. Ye yourſelves would look up- 


on him as your judge, and, proſtrate at 
at his feet, ye would implore his mercy. 


But there is no juſtice for thee, O my 
God! on thy account alone all laws are 
violated, and alli judges are corrupted. 
Teach me, O Lord! this divine wiſdom, 
ſo unknown to the world ; that in imita- 
tion of thee, I may overcome by ſilence, 
triumph by meekneſs, and thus be juſti- 
fed before thee, when I am judged unjuſt- 
ly by men. 

But I am ſo guilty, O my Saviour! that 


every thing which I behold thee ſuffer con- 


demns me. I am worſe than thy judges ; 
for in fine, they knew thee not, adored 
thee not; and I that know thee, adore 
thee, believe thy doctrine, and praiſe and 
admire thy works, I reſiſt thy will, con- 
temn thy law, and ſubject thee to the judg- 

ment 
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ment of as many wicked judges, as I have | 
diſorderly affections. 

How many times have I been wanting 
in the reſpect I owe thee, O divine maje- 
ſty! tho' I knew thou waſt within me, and 
madeſt me ſenſible of thy preſence ? Was 
it not giving thee blows, as that impious 
ſoldier did, when I thus ſtifled thy voice, 
and obliged thee to be ſilent, to allow my 
concupiſcence to ſpeak ? How many times 
like Annas the high-prieſt, have I condemned 
thy doctrine, to juſtify my own paſſions? how 
many times have I eſteemed as folly, what 
thou teacheſt concerning the contempt of the 
world; and diſhonoured ſuch pure truths 
by falle judgments, in order to follow the 
corruption of my heart. 

Mercy, O Lord! mercy; I am loaded . 
with fins, and thou art innocence itlelt : 
nevertheleſs thou art ſilent, and I juſtify 
myſelf. Thou ſuffereſt without complain- 
ing, all the injuſtice of thy enemies; and 


IJ complain of the leaſt injuries. Thou lov- 


eſt even thoſe that treat thee ſo unworthily, 
ſo far as to die for them; and as for me, 
I ſpend my life in the ſentiments of bitter- 
nels and hatred, when people do not pay 
me the reſpects which my pride requires 
without reaſon. Thou permitteſt every 
one to judge thee, and I am willing to 
be judged by any one. 

When ſhall I find my heart changed, O 


infinite goodneſs ! When ſhall I have thee 
continually * 


* — 
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continually before my eyes, O thou ſpouſe 
of my ſoul! that I may imitate thee in all 


things; and when ſhall I take greater 
care to be like thee, than to pleaſe men? 


IV. May the vain preſumption I have 


of myſelf, come now to an end, O my 
God, my Saviour, and my maſter ! I con- 


feſs my ingratitude and pride in thy pre- 
ſence; I deſire with thy grace to imitate 
thee, and to ſuffer in ſilence all manner of 
pains ; there are none but what thou ſend- 
eſt, or permitteſt; and I ought to adore 
every thing in thee, even thy permiſſions. 
I conſent, from this moment, that all crea- 
tures ſhould riſe up againſt me, to revenge 
the crimes J have committed againſt thee. 
I know very well, that it thou hadſt not 
reſtrained them, O my God! they ſhould 
have been already armed to deſtroy a per- 
fidious and ungrateful wretch, ſuch as I 
am. But fince thou art pleaſed to defend 
me, permit me no longer to be thy enemy. 
Begin this day to convert me, and to trans- 
form me into thee, O ſovereign perfection! 
make me love thole that ill- treat me, con- 
demn me, and tear ine in pieces; ſince 
therein conſiſts the divine wiſdom which 


thou teachelt. | 


Thy prophet [cab was ſeized with aſto- 
niſhment, when he beheld in ſpirit thoſe 
admirable fruits of humility, which thou 
produceſt in ſouls, by ſubmitting thyſelf, 
with ſo much meekneſs, to ſuch corrupt 

judges. 
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judges. But what ground is there to won- 
der, if a ſinner like me, ſhould humble 
himſelf before his judge, after ſceing his 
judge annihilate himſelf before ſinners 2? 
Nevertheleſs I do it not, and I cannot even 
do it but by thy grace. Work therefore in 
me, O Lord ! what thou deſireſt of me: give 
me what thou requireſt of me, that when 
thou ſeekeſt me, thou mayſt always find me 
ready to accompliſh thy will in all things. 

V. How rich is he, who for thy love, 
O my Jeſus! beholds himſelf loaded with 
chains, deſpiſed by the world, diſhonoured 
in all places, condemned by all men; and 
who, amidſt all theſe reproaches, finds 
himſelf ſupported by thy example, calm, 
meek, and content by the unction of thy 
ſpirit, united to thee by a pure charity ; 
how rich is he, I fay, how happy is he! 
When is it that my whole interior ſhall 
ſincerely ſay unto thee, O my Ged, my 
lovereign good, my abundance, and ple- 
nitude ! come into my heart, come to this 
miſerable ſinner, that earneſtly deſires thee 
to eſtabliſh thy abode in it. 

Is it not time for thee to leave the houſes 
of thole judges ſo enraged againſt thee ? 
If thou delighteſt to be with the wicked, I 
am more wicked than they. It thou ſeek- 
eſt humiliation, thou wilt find enough ot 
it with me. If thou goeſt voluntarily 
where there are ſinners to be converted, 
and faults to be corrected, thou halt have 
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in me whereon to exerciſe thy zeal. If 
thou haſt a deſign to beſtow any grace up- 
on me, come, O Lord! come thylelt, 
thou alone art ſufficient for me. Enter in- 
to my heart, O pure light! there it is I 
ſhall know thee, adore thee, love thee, and 
embrace thee; and I ſhall not ſay with 
Jacob, (Gen. xxxii. my 1 will not let thee 
go, unleſs thou bleſs me ; but with thy ſpoule, 
(Cant. iii. 4.) I held him; neither will I let 
him go. When wilt thou come, O my 


God! when ſhall I behold thee, O thou 


Une of my eyes! O my love, and my 


Joy ! 


If the fruit of an unjuſt ſentence pro- 
nounced againſt thee, and received by thee 
with ſo much meekneſs and humility, be, 
according to what 1/a:ah foretold, (liii. 11.) 
to find many lolt ſheep, many ſtrayed ſouls, 
many children that love thee, many blind 
that know thee, and many ſinners that de- 
ſire and poſſeſs thee; conſider that I. am 
gone fartheſt aſtray and am loſt the moſt of 
thy theep; ſeek me, O Lord! call me 
back, put me into the way again, and kee 
me near thee, O charitable ſhepherd ! I ac- 
knowledge thee, adore thee, and will love 


| thee with all my heart; purify me, con- 


duct me, and render me ſuch as thou 
wouldſt have me to be. | 

VI. How well am I in thy hands, O my 
Saviour! and how ill art thou in the hands 


of thy enemies! Secing thyſelf 1 them 
Vol. II. | 2 aged 
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loaded with chains, thou ſaidſt nothing fo! 
thy defence; and tho' they violated all the 
rules of juſtice on thy account, thou reſign- 
edſt thyſelf to their judgment, as if thou 
hadſt expected thy ſafety from thence. And 
as for me, I dare not reſign myſelf to thee, 
O judge full of goodneſs! I can always 
ſpeak to thee, complain to thee, be heard, 
and obtain mercy. My cauſe even becomes 
better when it 1s in thy hands, and yet I 
am ſo blind as to fly from thee, and to 
prefer the judgments of the world to thine. 


All men ſeek to injure me; there is only 


thou, O my judge and father both ! that 
ſeekeſt to do me good, and giveſt me eve- 
ry thing that is neceſſary for meriting a 
favourable ſentence upon myſelf. Ought 
I to have departed from thee? I return to 
thee, O Lord! I ſubmit and reſign myſelt 
to thee : receive me in thy arms; incloſe 
me in thy heart; unite me to thy ſpirit; 
and ſubject me to thy will; that, for the 
future, I may live only in thee, and for 
thee ; that I may hate myſelf; and that 1 
may always love thee, O my God, my 
judge, my ſhepherd, and my only. hope ! 


O moſt pure mother of God! our di- 


vine Saviour has always reigned in you, 


and found no perfect repoſe here below, 
but in you alone. You are the advocate 
of ſinners, aſſiſt him that preſents himſelf 
before you; open your maternal heart to 

me, 
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me, and obtain me of your ſon the grace 
to comprehend thoſe divine truths ſo well 


which he teaches me, that for the future 


they may be the rule of my conduct. O 
celeſtial court! ye who continually behold 
the greatneſs of this humbled God, and 
enjoy in ſecurity the fruit of his labours ; 
beg of him, for me, the {pirit with which 
ye are filled, that I may deſerve, by his 
humiliations, to have a ſhare in the glory 
which ye Os Amen. 


XXX. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


Tre falſe witneſſes, 


UR Lord was treated no better in 

Caiphas's houſe, than he had been at 
Annass, He there ſuffered many injuſtices, 
by the falſe accuſations they laid againſt 
him. It cannot be comprehended, with- 
out having experienced it, how ſenſible 
this pain 1s to an upright and innocent 
heart. The Jews were aſſembled at the 
high-prieſt's houſe, where they impatiently 
expected news, from thoſe whom they had 


ſent to ſeize our Saviour, being in a continuak 


fear, leſt he ſhould eſcape from their hands. 
But * they underſtood the facceis- of 
"© 2 has 
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that enterpriſe, they were over- joyed; their 
joy was ſtill augmented at the ſight of the 
priſoner who was brought to them, and 
they expreſſed it by their loud acclama- 
tions. 

They interrogated him at firſt, concern- 
ing his life and doctrine ; but both the 
one and the other were ſo holy and irre- 
proachable, that all the malice of his ene- 
mies could find nothing reprehenſible there- 
in. So they raiſed up falſe witneſs againſt 
him, that they might, by falſhood, give 
ſome colour of juſtice to the ſentence of 
Evath, which * reſolved to pronounce 
againſt him. . | 

II. They laid many falſe accuſations a- 
gainſt him, as of having blaſphemed againft 
the temple of God, by ſaying, he could 
deftroy it, and rebuild it in three days; 
though he only ſpoke of the temple of bis 
body (John ii. 21.); and they themſelves 
had underſtood him ſo; ſince they after- 
wards demanded ſoldiers of Pilate, to guard 
the ſepulchre of Chriſt ; becauſe he had 
promiſed to ariſe again the third day. 

Others accuſed him of having forbid 
tribute to be paid to Cefar, altho he had 
on the contrary clearly decided, that they 
ought to render to Ceſar, the things that are 
Ceſar's (Matt. xxii. 21.); and had made 
St. Peter find, in a fiſh's belly, the money 
they had need of for fatisfying that obliga- 


tion. Some accuſed him of having made 
| himſelf 
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felf a king; altho' that every one knew he 
had hid himſelf, when five thouſand men, 
whom he had miraculouſly fed in the de- 
ſart, would have given him that quality. 

They alto imputed to him many orher 
ſuch crimes, without any appearance of 
truth. But the leſs guilty they found him, 
the more deſirous they were to deſtroy 
him; and being unable to diſcover any 
ſpot in ſo pure a light, or the leaſt irregu- 
larity in ſuch holy actions, they endeavour- 
ed by interrogating him, to ſurpriſe him 
in his words. Anſcvereſt thou nothing, ſaid 


Caiphas to him, to the things, which theſe . 


men witneſs againſt thee ? But Jeſus was fi- 
lent; (Matt. xxvi. 62.) becauſe he knew 
how unprofitable it had been for him to 
ſpeak; and he would not tay, or do any 


thing, that could hinder tne accompliſh- 


ment of the ſacrifice, which he ſo earneſtly 
deſired. He would alſo teach us by his 
example, that we ought to deſpiſe the ma- 
lice of men, when the purity of our con- 
{ſcience ſets him on our ſide, who is the 
invincible defence, and ſure refuge of his 
ſervants. 

III. Caiphas, ſeeing he could not oblige 
our Saviour to break ſilence, made uſe of 
the moſt efficacious of all means for mak- 


ing him ſpeak, which was the name of 


God. I adjure thee by the living Ged, ſaid 

he to him, that thou tell us if thou art the 

Chriſt, the Son of Ged (63.). This demand 
Þ | 
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was ſuch, as there was reaſon to hope, that | 
an anſwer would change the high-prieſt's | 
hatred into adoration ; and that far from 
condemning Chriſt, he would condemn. 
himſelf to weep all his life, for what he 
already committed againſt him. But when 
the human heart is once determined to 
evil, it turns into poiſon every thing that 
might be capable of healing it. God was 
pleaſed nevertheleſs, by a wiſe diſpoſition 
of his eternal counſel, to make uſe of an 
inſtrument as unworthy as that wicked 
high-prieſt was, for giving occaſion to. | 
Chriſt to declare more clearly, than he had 
yet done, the divinity of his perſon,” in 
the preſence of his cruelleſt enemies, and 
to leave us before his death, ſo neceſſary a 
certainty of what he was. 


At theſe words of the high-prieſt, our 


Saviour having more regard to the name 


of God, whereby he was adjured to ſpeak, 
and to the advantage of his church which 
he was pleaſed to inſtruct, than to all the 
evil that his anſwer might draw upon him- 
ſelf, anſwered clearly; thou haſt ſaid it: 

nevertheleſs I ſay to you, hereafter you ſhall ſee 
the ſon of man ſitting at the right hand of 
the power of God, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven (Matt. xxvi. 64.). For tho' thoſe 
impious perſons be not deſtined to ſee the 
divine eſſence. for ever, yet they ſhall all 


one day ſee the humanity of Chriſt ſitting at 


mw _ hand of God, A with 
1 
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| glory and majeſty, coming to judge his own 
| judges, with as much confuſion to them as 
Joy to the good. 

Caiphas, who had not interrogated our 
Saviour in order to believe in him, but to 
have an occaſion of condemning him, hav- 
ing heard this aniwer, rent his garments, 


according to the cuſtom of the Jews, who 


ſhewed thereby their great indignation, and 


_ cried. out; he has blaſphemed : what need we 


any more witneſſes ? behold now you have heard 
the blaſphemy , what is your opinion? 7. 805 
anſwered and ſaid ; he is guilty of death; 
which they had long before reſolved 
condemn him. (Matt. xxvi. 65, 66.) 

IV. But this cauſe did not yet appear 
ſufficient to them for cruciſying him, ac- 
cording to the deſign they had formed. 
thereof: for as it was not permitted them 
according to the law to put any one to 
death, they needed the authority of Pontius 
Pilate, who, being a Gentile and an idolater, 


' would not have much regard to the law and 


religion of the Fews, Thus ſeeing they 

could not obtain what they deſired, but b: E 
ſuppoſititious crimes z and as that of his 
having blaſphemed, by calling himſelf the 
ſon of God, would make no great impreſ- 


 fhon on the mind of Pilate, they reſolved 
to add two others thereto, which were ma- 


nifeſtly capital. The one was of havin 

forbidden to pay tribute to Ceſar; and the 

other of having raiſed a ſedition among 
3 the 


2 
O 
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the people, by deſigning to make himſelf 
king. They alſo aggravated theſe two fal- 


ſities before the Roman preſident, with great 


exclamations; whilſt Chriſt ſaid not ſo 
much as one ſingle word for his own de- 
fence, according to theſe words of Jaiab; 


As a ſheep to the laughter ſhall he be led, and 


es lamb before his ſhearer, he ſhall be dumb; 
and foall not epen his mouth. (liii. 7.) 

Let any one judge by himſelf, how ſen- 
ſible this pain was to Chriſt, and what his 
patience was. For we often ſee, taat he 
who has undergone great labours and very 
ſharp pains, with an invincible conſtancy, 
riſes up againſt falſe witneſſes. It is rare 
to ſee a man ſuffer them without complaint; 
and there are very few virtues that are proof 


againſt great calumnies. When a fervant 


of God does ſo much as to ſuffer them in 
ſilence, it is becauſe he acknowl:dges the 
infinite obligations he has to Chriſt, and 
finding in himſelf a great number of fins, 
he ſuffers falſe ones to be laid to his: charge, 
in order to expiate thoſe that are true. But 
our Saviour ſeeing no fin in himſelf, and 
having no obligation to thoſe for whom 
he ſuffered, he could not have borne thoſe 
falſe accuſations, but out: of the love he 
trad for us. 2s | 
V. This trial is ſo ſevere, that perſons- 


| fearing God, and unwilling to allow them- 


ſelves the leaſt deſire of revenge, have not 
the ſtrength of reſtraining their complaints, 
when 
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when any evil is imputed to them, which 
they have not done. We ſometimes fee 
men, otherwiſe very mortified, and who 


yield without difficulty to all the reaſons. 


there are of ſuffering other croſſes, defend 
themſelves againſt this, ſo far as to think 
_ themſelves obliged in conſcience, for the 

glory of God, the honour of virtue, the 
hindrance of fcandal, and preſerving their 
authority, to undeceive the world, and 
even to engage, under pretence of zeal, 
the powers of the world in their juſtifica- 
tion. 


I know very well that Chriſt Gobi us 


not to juſtify ourſelves, nor obliges us to 


ſuch great perfection, altho' he practiſed it 
firſt; but he who profeſſes to follow him, 
ought to be perſuaded, that this divine Sa- 


viour has given us no example of virtue, in 


what regards morality, but what may be 


imitated, how perfect and heroic it. may 


appear to us.” 


And let none ſay, that there are 3 


reaſons which prove the contrary : for 
beſides that, they will always appear weak, 
in comparifon of thoſe which the holy 


ghoſt interiorly ſuggeſts to pure ſouls, this 


truth is confirmed by the actions of apoſto- 


lical men, and by the lives of the moſt illu- 
ſtrious faints. Let thoſe therefore who do 


not yet reliſh ſo ſublime a doctrine, humble 


themſelves - before God, whole goodnels: 
compaſſionates their weakneſs, by being 
E-4 EXTILINg. 
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unwilling to oblige them ſtriẽtly to ſo great 
a purity of virtue; but let them eſteem it 
in others, and deſire it for themſelves, with 
ſo much the more earneſtneſs, as they find 
themſelves the more remote from it. 

VI. Let us learn from this divine ma- 
ſter, that the true means of preſerving our 
honour, is to lead a life fo holy, as to give 
no fubject of ſcandal to our neighbour : 
for according to St. Auguſtin, ( Ep. 204. 
ad Donat.) he is cruel, who being content 
with the teſtimony of his own conſcience, 


neglects his reputation. That holy doctor 


would not have us ſeek it with eagerneſs, 


ner loſe it with pain; but to preſerve it 
carefully, by the examples of a good life. 
Exterior medeſty, an interior occupation 

with God, meekneſs, ſilence, patience in 
adverſity, an obſervation of the divine law, 


application to the duties of one's ſtate, 


an inclination to do. good, an averſion to 
evil, and other virtues, gain the eſteem of 
men, without its being ſought tor, and 
confound ſlander. 

Thus it was that the malice of the Jes 
was confounded, without our Saviour's 
ſaying one ſingle word for Eis own juſtifi- 
cation; and he that follows this way, ſhall 
always walk ſecurely. 

Lon, that: to ſuffer lun 0 
anſwering any thing, and to defend ourſelves 
only by ſilence, is a ſecret difficult to be 
comprehended, and known by few. Tis 
2410 true, 
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true, it is a great perfection, and that the 
feeble heart of man cannot attain to ſo ſub- 
lime a ſtate, without a ſingular grace; but 
it muſt be owned alſo, that this happy ſtate 
is full of celeſtia®blefings, and eftabliſhed 
in a region of divine peace, ich ſurpaſſes all 


underſtanding. (Phil. iv. 7.) No one can ex- 


preſs it, but he that has the experience 
thereof. It is ſufficient to mention here, 


by way of concluſion to this diſcourſe, that 
Chriſt ſuffered this pain, which perhaps 
was the greateſt of his life, with a virtue 


ſo much the more admirable, as it is the 


leſs known; and that he has promiſed to 


all thoſe who ſhall imitate him in this he- 


roic ſilence, a throne of glory, upon which 


they ſhall judge their enemies, Th 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Cbriſt bearing the falſe witneſſes of the 


Jews. 


O0 Jeſus, the glory of the juſt, their 


way, truth, and life! there is no in- 


juſtice but what thou haſt endured for my 


ſake. Thou haſt even permitted falſe wit- 
neſſes to riſe up againſt thee, O eternal 


truth! I adore thee, O ſovereign: purity ! 


Ladore thee, only ſon of the eternal father! 


O my God, my king, and my Lord! Has 
dT SP | | the 
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the world found any fault in thee ? was it 


able to ſay any thing againſt thee, without 


falſhood and blaſphemy ; ? And yet thy ene- 
mies will have it that thy doctrine is erro- 
neous, and thy actions irregular. How 
contrary 1s this kind of injury to what thou 
art, O divine word! But how admirable 1s 
thy patience! Ought not what I ſee thee 
ſuffer to make me love thy reproaches, and 
to give me joy, when I am ſo happy as to 
be treated like thee ? 

How different I find myſelf from thee, 
O my ſaviour ! how ſenſible am I of every 
thing that is ſaid againſt my honour, and 
how ſoon do I loſe the conſideration of 
thee, whenever I am accuſed of any fault 
which T have not committed, and which 
can hurt my reputation. I therefore chuſe 
rather, O model of all perfection] to be 
eſte:med by the world than to reſemble 
thee. The world cannot without calumny 
accufe thee of any fault, becauſe there 1s 


none in thee. But even when it impoſes a 


falſe crime upon me, thou beholdeſt an in- 
finite number of true ones in me. 

II. Thou knoweſt, O my God! who pe- 
netratM: the bottom of hearts, that if the 
world beheld; as thou doſt, the abomina- 
tions of my. thoughts and deſires, | I ſhould 
be to it an object of horror and contempt. 
In wh) t manner ſoeyęr it behaves in regard 
of mer x hat falle, crime ſorver it las to 
n char =Y it tr -Jats mga) vays milxily, in 

comp arilon 
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compariſon of what it would do, if it knew 


all the hidden crimes which I confeſs be- 


fore thee, all thy bounties, and all my in- 
gratitudes. Altho* thou hideſt my ſhame 
from it, which thou mighteſt diſcover to 
it, my pride is fo great, that ] ſtill eſteem 
myſelf, always ſeek to juſtify myſelf before 
men, cannot bear the leaſt reflection upon 
my reputation, bluſh to be like thee, and 
think myſelf humbled when I endure with- 
out complaining, ſome little contempt, 
after having ſcen thee loaded with re- 
zroaches. 

. Thou teacheſt me to defend my honour 
only by purity of conſcience, innocency of 
lite, ſanctity of manners, and patience in 
injuries. And I, with a conſcience, ſuch 
as thou beholdeſt, deſtitute of virtue and 
merits, would defend myſelf by my impa- 
tience and words, and do myſelf an ho— 
nour by ſuch a juſtification as thou haſt 
commanded me to deſpiſe. Have mercy 
on me, O Lord! permit me not to follow 
any other way than that which thou haſt 
ſhewn' me. Imprint deeply in my heart 


the truth which thou teacheſt me, and' 
make me comprehend how neceſſary it is 


for me. 


III. Deſtroy in me, O Lord! all the 


eſteem I have of myſelf, and of the ſenti- 


ments of the world. Am I not very blind' 
and miſerable, to eſteem in this lite what 
thou haſt deſpiſed ! I ſometimes imagine I 

labour 
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labour for thy glory, when I am ſeeking 


my own; and I flatter myſelf that thou 
wouldſt be offended, if I ſhould ſuffer a 
calumny without juſtifying myſelf, Where 
then is my reaſon ? where is my wiſdom ? 
IF. thine be true, O Lord! as I cannot 
doubt of it; and if I adore it in thee, why 
am I not willing to imitate it? and if it 
be clear, how comes it that I walk in dark- 
neſs? Why am I not perſuaded, that by 
keeping filence, by ſuffering for thy ſake, . 


by refigning to thy providence the care of 


my reputation, I ſhall acquire more glory, 
virtue will be honoured the more, and truth 
the better known, than if I were to make 

a great deal of noiſe for defending it? 
Permit me to aſk thee, O ſovereign rea- 
fon ! O eternal wiſdom ! where is that light 
ſo reſplendent: and ſo hidden at the fame 
time? it is concealed from me by a thick 
cloud ; I believe it, but I ſee it not, be- 
cauſe all its ſplendor is included in thee. 
It is not diſcovered, nor reliſhed but by 
the love and experience which thou giveſt 
thereof to thoſe who are truly touched with 
the deſire of imitating thee. Give me 
therefore, O my God ! that love which 
alone makes one comprehend thoſe truths- 
which are ſo ſublime, and far above all hu- 
man underſtanding. Teach me to reſign” 
myſelf to thee with a pure and generous 
faith, that I may behold that divine light, 
tollow 
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follow it, and be. always enlightened. | 
thereby. - 

IV. When I ſhalt endeavour to become 
like thee, what evil ſhall befal me thereby? 
What is this world? what obligations have 
I to it? what good can it do me ? and why 
ſhall I be aſhamed of imitating thee, out 
of a defire of pleaſing it? The world judges: 
blindly ; it approves and condemns with- 
out reaſon ; it looks upon thy ſervants as 
its enemies; it makes promiſes and keeps: 
them not; it flatters us only to deſtroy us; 
and gives- us nothing but the vain moke 
of honour; which is diſſipated j in an inſtant : : 
but the glory thou giveſt, O my God! is 

- eternal like thyſelf. 

Thou promiſeſt, and art always: faithful 
in thy promiſes; thou art incorruptible in 
thy judgments, and liberal in thy rewards... 
Thou heapeſt bleſſings on thoſe who ſuffer - 
for thee, and makeſt thoſe who are deſirous: 
of walking after thee, ſenſible of the inef-- 
fable ſweetneſs of thy ſpirit, and neverthe- 
leſs I fly from thee, in order to follow the 
world; I. prefer its glory to thine, and 
chuſe rather to ſubject myſelf to the vanity. 
of human opinions, than to the truth of. 
thy words. 

How long ſhall this diſorder continue, on 
infinite mercy !' and when ſhall I ſee in m 
ſoul the change thou defireſt therein ? There: 
is nothing in me, O my God! that can 

make me deſerve the glory of — 
s tnee 
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252 Contemplation on XXX. ſufferins. 
thee, and I am worthy of nothing. but the 
torments which thou endureſt "for me. 
Change my heart, O omnipotent father 
] am aſhamed of ſeeing myſelf ſo contrary 
to thee, and of not eſteeming as much as T 
ought, the divine truth which thou teach- 
eft 1 me. 

V. But behold, O Lord! the reſolution 
I make this day. 1 reſolve, with the help of 
thy grace, to ſupport for the future all falſe 
witneſſes, all calumnies, and all injuries 
which ſhall be laid upon me. I pardon all 
thoſe, with all my heart, that have offended - 


me, or that ſhall ever offend me: Tdiſpenſe 


them, for thy ſake, with reſtoring me the 
honour which they have deprived me of, 
and deſire to have no other than that of 
ſerving thee. Permit not, O my God! 
any perſon to be puniſhed, for having abu- 
ſed me. Render to my perſecutors good 
for the evil they have done me; and giv 


them thy love for the hatred they At 


borne me. | 

But if this deſire be not yet ſo generous 
and extenſive as thou deſireſt it, a late my 
heart by thy charity. Hide not the rays 
of thy light from me; mollify my obdu- 


racy; deſtroy in me every ſentiment of 


bitterneſs and revenge; that I may love 
thee without reſerve, and love in thee all 
thoſe that perſecute me. Give me, or de- 
ſtroy in me the eſteem of men, according 
as it ſhall be more N for thy glory: | 

but 
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but in ſuch a manner, that thou mayſt take 


out of my heart the eſteem of myſelf; 


and that, if it be neceſſary for thy ſervice 


I ſhould have ſome reputation, I may ne- 
ver loſe the ſincere defire of contempt and 
humiliations. 


VI. But what do thy enemies fay againſt 


thee, O infinite purity ? Grant, O Lord! 
that whilſt thoſe impious perſons j judge ill 
of thee, I may acknowledge and adore thee 
for what thou art. They ſay thou madeſt 
thyſelf the ſon of God, and accuſe thee of 


a ſacrilegious ufurpation. They are de- 


ceived, O my ſovereign good | it is not 
falſly that thou takeſt upon thyſelf the qua- 
lity of the ſon of God : for thou art truly 
God of God, begotten from all eternity in 
the boſom of God the father. For my 
part, O Lord, proſtrate before thy divine 
majeſty, hidden under that ſacred huma- 


nity, wherewith thou vouchſafedſt to be 


cloathed for my ſalvation; I adore thee 
with all the faith and all the love J am ca- 
pable of, as the true fon of God, as the 
eternal and almighty God, infinitely wile, 
infinitely good, and infinitely great, equal 
in all things to God thy father. 


Whatever thoſe blind wretches ſay of 


thee, thou art my happineſs, treaſure, great- 


neſs, and glory. The cherubims and ſe- 


raphims greatly adore thee ; all the celeſtial 
court acknowledge thee; and I who am 


but a worm of the earth, join myſelf to: 
them, 
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them, and to all creatures, and reverence 


| thee as my God, and as the only ſon of 


the eternal father. Thy works manifeſt 
thee ſufficiently; thy miracles make uni- 
verſal nature ſenſible of what thou art; 
there is only the malice and blindneſs of. 
men that knows thee not. | 

But. when. thou diſcovereſt to my heart, 
that is totally blind, a ray of thy divine 
light, O eternal beauty! ah, how clearly 
does it then ſee that thou art the true ſon- 
of God! and in how comfortable a man- 
ner does the impreſſion of thy ſpirit give 
me the experience of this truth | When 
will that happy day come, when my ſoul, 
charmed with thy beauty, ſhall ſay to thee : 
thou art my God, my Lord, and my love! 
When will the moment come, when J ſhall 
be able to love nothing, and eſteem nothing 
beſides thee, O my ſovereign good, and 
the center of my repoſe 
VII. Thou art judged worthy of death, 
becauſe thou madeſt thyſelf king! Alas, 
O Lord! thou never hadſt any mark of 
royalty on earth; and thou always conceal- 
edſt thyſelf, leſt thou mighteſt appear what 
thou waſt. But when the ſea became firm 
under thy feet, and calm at the leaſt ſign 
of thy will; when death and the graves 
obeyed thy voice; when the devils depart- 
ed by thy command from the bodies of the 
poſſeſſed; when diſeaſes gave way to thy 
power; did not all creatures, tho' inſenſi- 


ble, 


ble, acknowledge thee for their king? I 
acknowledge thee alſo for mine, O divine 


Jeſus! and adore thee as my ſovereign 


Lord. | 
Thou governeſt me by thy wiſdom, cha- 


ſtiſeſt me by thy juſtice, pardoneſt me by 


thy mercy, inſtructeſt me: by thy law, en- 
richeſt me by thy liberality, and defendeſt 


me by thy power. How comes it then that 
the Fews look upon thee as a mock king? 


Do not the prodigies thou workeſt ſuffici- 


ently ſhew -thy ſovereign power; and do- 


not the deviis themſelves confeſs it? 


But ſince thoſe fooliſh people will not 


have thee to reign. over them, come, O 
Lord! and! reign over me; eſtabliſh thy 
empire in my ſoul, and let nothing therein 
reſiſt thy will. Let thoſe who believe not 


in thee, condemn and: refuſe to obey thee; 


for my part, O my God! I acknowledge 


thee, receive thee, caſt myſelf at thy feet, 


and ſubmit myſelt entirely to thee ; becaule 
I know thou art my true king. Accept 
the homage I pay thee ; grant that I may 


be faithful to thee, may not: betray thee, 


and may never abandon thy ſervice. 

VIII. They ſtill accuſe thee of having 
forbidden to pay tribute to Ceſar. What 
a falſhood ! who was ever more exempt 
than thou, O my God! from this obliga- 


tion? And yet thou haſt always ſubmitted! 
thereto. Thou waſt pleaſed to be carried. 


to Bethlehem, even before thou waſt born, 
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in obedience to Ceſar's command, and to 
pay him at thy coming into the'world, the 
tribute he required of his ſubje&s. Thou 
didſt command Peter to pay the tribute for 
thee and himſelf ; and thou publicly taught- 
eſt that we muſt render to Ceſar what be- 
longs to Ce/ar. Thus thou art loaded with 
falſe accuſations, O my Jeſus | and anſwer- . 
eſt nothing. They return thee evil for the 
good thou haſt done, falſhood for the truth 
thou haſt taught, and iniquity for the ju- 
fuice which thou haſt maintained; and thou 
didſt not ſo much as ſay one ſingle word in 
thy own defence! Permit me therefore, O 
Lord ! to ſpeak for thee. 

How couldſt thou detain the goods of 
another, thou who art the author and diſ- 
penſer of all goods? What need haſt thou 
of the tributes that are paid to the kings of 


the earth, thou of whom they themſelves 


hold all they poſſeſs, and thou who haſt 
deſpiſed all their grandeur for my ſake. It 
is true that thou exacteſt a tribute of me; 
but it is the tribute of my love; and that 
thou forbiddeſt me under ſevere penalties, 
to pay it to any other beſides thyſelf. If 
that be thy crime, O my Lord and my 
king! the Jews cannot be accuſed of fall- 
hood; but that tribute is entirely due to 
thee, O thou God of my heart! ſince thou 
haſt acquired it with the price of thy blood. 
It is not enough to give thee: the fruits: 
thereof, I offer thee my whole heart; per- 

| | mit 
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mit no creature, O Lord ever to ſhare it 
with thee. 

IX. In fine theſe ſacrilegious people ſay, 
that thou art a ſeditious perſon and a di- 
ſturber of the public peace; thou, O ſweet 
Jeſus! who art the /amb of God, and the 
prince of peace; thou who reconcileſt us to 
thy father, teacheſt us ſo holy a doctrine, 
purifieſt our faith, retrencheſt the falſe in- 
terpretations which the corruption of men 
had added to the law of God, bringeſt us 
a law tull of ſweetneſs, and uniteſt all our 
hearts in the unity of thy love. Thoſe who 
hear and follow thee, enjoy a ſolid peace; 
and thoſe who abandon thee, fall into 
trouble. 


What tumult didſt thou then excite - 


amongſt the people, O my God! Thou 
haſt borne with the ſins of the whole world, 
received ſinners, and healed the ſick ; thou 
haſt enlightened the blind, taught the way 


to heaven; and thou waſt called a diſturber 


of the public peace! Be thou bleſſed, O O 


my Lord and my God ! for the profound 
filence thou keepeſt in ſo evident a ca- 


lumny, againſt the fanctity of thy works, 


and innocency of thy lite, by ſuffering thy- 
ſelf. to be thus condemned, as if thou hadſt 
been guilty. I adore that heroic patience, 
and that extreme love which made thee 
ſuffer every thing without defending thy- 
10 When wilt thou kindle in my 8 

at 
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that heavenly fire which thou haſt brought 
upon earth ? 


O moſt Facred mother of God ! you who 
Mare with your wel-beloved ſon the affronts 


which he ſuffers, who paſs for the mother | 


of an impoſtor and a ſeditious perſon, and 
who ſo ſenſibly feel the falſe teſtimonies 
wherewith they blacken his innocency, ob- 
tain me an ardent and ſincere deſire of re- 
ſembling him; and that all my joy may 
be to ſuffer for him, and all my glory to 
live with him in abjection and contempt, 
Ye angels of God, who behold this truth ; 
ye ſaints of heaven, who have followed 
him, bleſs the Lord for me, and obtain 
me the grace of comprehending and loving 
him, and never to ſeek any other glory 
than that of reſembling this divine Savi- 
our, the only model of the precefeiriace. 


Amen. 
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XXXI. SUFFERING of CHRIST. 


He i is abandoned in the night-time to the inſo- 
tence of the ſoldiers. | 


Ti E crimes which the Phariſees and 
chiefs of the Fewws accuſed our Savi- 
our of, were ſo 1 falſe, and his in- 
nocence 
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nocence was ſo well known, that they juſtly 
teared they could not obtain his condemna- 
tion, either from the people, or from Pilate; 
and that they ſhould be looked upon after- 
wards as wicked perſons and calumniators. 


For whereas truth and virtue fear nothing, 


becaule they carry their own defence along 
with them; malice on the contrary is afraid 
of itſelf, eſpecially when, to hide its poi- 
ſon, it covers itſelf with the appearances 
of zeal, It is as apprehenſive of the light, 
as innocence is deſirous of it. It is always 
diffident, and never thinks itſelf ſecure, 
even under the cloak of virtue. "Thus it 
is never at reſt, As it apprehends every 
thing, it ſeeks new artifices every moment 
for its defence; it heaps crime upon crime; 


till it comes at laſt to a horrible exceſs 


thereof : and nothing is more true than 
theſe words of the wife man: a troubled 
conſcience doth always preſume cruel things. 

(Wiſd. xvii. 10.) YT 
Therefore the Phariſees and chief-prieſts 
applied themſelves ſo diligently to deſtroy 
the reputation of Chriſt, and to eſtabliſh 
their own ; that they every where defamed 
his perſon, life, doctrine, and miracles ; 
and refolved at laſt by a diabolical malice, 
to render him contemptible to the people. 
They knew how inconſtant the populace 
were in their judgments; that they never 
penetrate the bottom of things; and that 
they always allow themſelves to be — 
| wit 
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with the noiſe, carried away by the multi- 
tude, and dazzled by appearances. 

II. They therefore no longer obſerved 
any meaſures with our Saviour. When 
they ſaw themſelves maſters of his perſon, 
they affronted him openly, and ill-treated 
him in ſo unheard of a manner, that the 
vulgar were ſhaken in their firſt ſentiments 
concerning him. They began to think 
that if that man were as holy as he was ſaid 


to be, the prieſts who were the depoſitaries 


of the law of God, and the Phariſees, who 
made - profeſſion of ſanctity, would not 
treat him ſo unworthily. That they had 
ſome private reaſons for uſing him ſo, and 
had perhaps found ſome conſiderable crime 
in his conduct, which it was not proper to 
publiſh. _ 
Indeed that artifice ſucceeded with chem: 


for the next day, that very people, who 


had followed Chriſt, were charmed with 
his doctrine, aſtoniſhed with his miracles, 
and had received him as the Meſias, aban- 
doned him ſo far as to join againſt him 
with his enemies. 

III. Then it was that their hatred, which 
they had ſo long diſſembled, began to break 
out. They affronted him in a thouſand 
manners, both by their own hands, and 
by thoſe of the ſoldiers who guarded him. 


They rudely ſtruck him, and buffeted him, 


- whereby his ſacred face became quite ſwell- 


ed up and livid ; they pulled off his beard 


and 
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and hair; and altho' all that was done in the 
dark, every one beheld next day what he 


had ſuffered during ſo cruel a night. This 


artifice ſerved them alſo to obſerve no longer 
any form of juſtice, and to corrupt Pzlate's 
judgment; who not knowing any other of 
Chriſt, and having judged him innocent 
-upon their accuſations, had not the courage 
to reſiſt the rage of the people, and the 
cabal of the magiſtrates. 

IV. Our Saviour had already received a 
blow on the face in Aunas's houſe; but after 
he had been judged guilty of blaſphemy at 
the houſe of Caiphas, all ſtrove which ſhould 
ill-treat him moſt. They tied his hands 
behind his back, put a cord about his neck, 
and held him faſt, that he might not turn 
away his face when they ſtruck him. That 
precaution was needleſs: for, after having 
told us, that to him who ſtrikes us on the 
cheek, we ought to offer alſo the other, (Luke 
vi. 29.) he was reſolved to confirm by his 
own example, the doctrine he had taught 
us; and if he did it not, when he received 
a blow in the houſe of Annas, it was be- 
cauſe he had a regard to our weakneſs, and 
would comfort us in the extreme repug- 
nance we feel in ſuffering affronts. 

He taught us therefore by that conduct, 
that tho' we feel in ourſelves a very ſenſible 
pain, when we are ill- treated; yet we ought 
to avoid impatience and wrath, which al- 
ways ſcandaliſes our neighbour ; and to 
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teſtify by our words and by our whole ex- 


terior behaviour, a chriſtian moderation. 
For that patience pleaſes God nevertheleſs, 
tho it be not yet perfect; and if we are 


faithful in practiſing it on all occaſions, our 


4torrow will ſoon be turned into joy, and 


our confuſion into glory; and we ſhall 


at laſt efteem ourſelves too happy, in being 
reputed worthy to ſuffer reproach _ the name 
of Feſus (Acts v. 41.) 

V. That inhuman treatment was accom- 
panied with ſo many confuſed outcries, ſuch 
injurious words. and deſpiſing actions, that 


to comprehend the indignity thereof, we 


need only conſider what the hatred 2 the 


Feros was againſt our Saviour; or rather 
.that of the devil, who excited them to af- 


front him at a time, when there was no 
perſon whoſe authority could ſtop their in- 


ſolence and cruelty. There is no beauty in 


him, nor comlineſs, ſays the prophet Jſaiab, 
(liii. 2.) and we have ſeen him, and there 
avas no ſightlineſs, and we were deſirous of 
him : deſpiſed and moſt abjef? of men, a man 


e ſorrows, and knowing infirmity; and his 


look as it were hid and deſpiſed, whereupon nei- 
ther have we eſteemed him. For that reaſon 
the prophet had ſaid a little before, that 
what he was going to {ay would not be be- 


lieved; and that the hand of God, laid 


heavy upon his ſon, was incomprehenſible. 


VI. The countenance of Chriſt was ſo 


beautiful, ſo grave, and ſo modeſt, that it 


grew 


drew veneration from all thoſe that beheld 
it; and whatever hatred the Jews might 
bear him, they were always reſtrained by a 
certain ſentiment of reſpect, when they ſaw 
him. They knew allo by their own expe- 
rience, that he penetrated the bottom -of 
hearts, and knew the moft ſecret thoughts, 
ſince he had ſometimes diſcovered the {ame 
to themſelves. Hence it was that in order 
to fatisfy their hatred with more freedom, 
they blindfolded him; and after having 
rudely ſtruck him, and given him ſome 
blows, they ſaid to him, by way of mockery, 
prophecy to us, O Chriſt ! who is he that 
ſtruch thee. What malice ! what affront ! 
and what indignity | (Matt. xxvi. 68.) 

He that ſhall compare the majeſty of 


this man-God, with the baſeneſs of thoſe 


that treat him ſo, ſhall be capable only of 
admiration and ſilence, eſpecially if he 


conſiders the patience with which that king 


of glory ſuffers ſuch great ignominies, and 
the compaſſion he has even tor thoſe who 
make him ſuffer them. 

VII. But what ought to redouble our 
aſtoniſhment, 1s that the opinion of men 
{till to this day, places the height of diſ- 
honour and infamy in thoſe things which 
Chriſt fuffers; I do not ſay only among 
the infidels, who not knowing this divine 
mediator, conſider not thoſe reproaches as 
the true remedy of their evils; but even 
among chriſtians who are perſuaded thar 
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his confuſion is the ſource of their glory, 
A blow is ſo attrocious an injury to them, 
that they do not think they can waſh off 
the ſtain but in his blood, from whom they 


received it, and expoſe themſelves to loſe 


their own ſoul, in order to deprive their 


enemy of life; and yet the faith which 
they profeſs, and the experience of the 
ſaints teach them, that it is an advantage 
for a chriſtian to ſuffer what Chriſt has ſuf- 
fered, that the hope of celeſtial bleſſings is 


eſtabliſhed in contempt, and that charity 


is inflamed and purified, at the ſight of 
.our Saviour ſuffering and dying. 


But alas! their own pride, and the va- 


nity of workdly opinions blinds them in 
ſuch a manner, that they are not touched 


with the examples of Chriſt, nor with the 


purity of his doctrine, They bring for 


an excuſe, their ignorance, weakneſs, and 
unforeſeen occaſions; but as they acknow- 


ledge that the error they are in upon this 


point, is manifeſtly contrary to the evange- 

lical truth, to the law of God, and to the 
example of our Saviour, which are an in- 
fallible rule to us; they endeavour in vain 
to excuſe themſelves on account of their 
ignorance. Neither do weakneſs and paſ- 
fion juſtify them; fince reaſon ought not 
to give way thereto; nor even occaſions, 

how unforeſeen ſoever they may be, becauſe 
they im pole no neceſſity on the human will. 

And therefore this blindneſs can 3 
from 
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from nothing but the malice of the devil, 
from the corruption of our own wills, and 
from the falſhood of our judgments, where- 
by Chriſt is much more offended than by 
all the affronts he endured in his paſſion. 

VIII. He declares this expreſly, when 
he ſays: (Luke ix. 26.) He that "ſhall be 
aſhamed of me, and of my words, the ſon of 
man ſhall be aſhamed of him, when he ſhall 
. come in his majeſty, and in that of his father, 
and of the holy angels. And certainly it 1s 
juſt that our Lord ſhould not receive with 
him into -heaven, thoſe that were aſhamed 
to do on earth what he himſelf had done; 
that preferred the falſe honours of this 
world to the imitation of the heavenly king ; 
and that ſhut their ears againſt the truth of 
his doctrine, in order to follow the vanity 
of human opinions. 

When we are diſpenſed with by our ſtate 
in the cruel obligation which this world 
impoſes on us, of waſhing off our diſho- 


nour in the blood of our brethren, we have 
a great many thanks to give to God. That 


man is happy who has embraced a kind of 
life, wherein he has no other glory to main- 
tain than that of Chriſt, and who would 
ſcandaliſe even the moſt worldly men, if, 
refuſing to imitate him, he were impatient 


and reyengeful in injuries. But perſons 


engaged in the world ought alſo to remem- 
ber, that our Saviour will never diſpenſe 
with them in the obſervation of his law, 
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will not receive their excuſes, and if he 
| was meek and patient, ſo far as to ſuffer 
| for our ſakes all manner of affronts, he 
will not be leſs ſevere in condemning thoſe, 
who allowing themſelves to follow thoſe: 
corrupt maxims, of which we have ſpoken, 
will not imitate his meekneſs and patience. 

| 'The beſt counſel that can be given to 
| ' perſons, who, in the injuries they receive, 
feel an extreme repugnance to the practice 
| of chriſtian meekneſs, is firſt to take a firm 
| reſolution in the preſence of God, not to 
| do any thing at that time according to the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| judgment of the world ; to proſtrate them- 
| ſelves afterwards at the feet of Chriſt, and 
earneſtly to beg of him that grace, by the 
| affronts he ſuffered ; that thofe very re- 
E proaches which opened us the gates of 
| heaven, may allo open our hearts to the 
| divine light, diſpel in us the darkneſs of 
thoſe falſe opinions, and give us ſtrength 
to reſiſt the torrent of. worldly maxims. 
Then Chriſt, who endured all thoſe igno- 
minies only for eſtabliſhing in our hearts 
. the love of thoſe divine truths which he 
has taught us, will accept our deſires, and 
operate in us thoſe miracles of patience, 
which he is accuſtomed to operate in his 


| ſaints. 
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CONTEMPLATION 


On Christ abandoned to the inſolence of the: 


ſoldiers. 


. me, O my Jeſus! to conſider 


the beauty of thy countenance, before 


it be disfigured by the cruel hands of thoſe 
impious perſons. I adore thee, O heaven- 
ly beauty! which the angels always behold, 
and which they always deſire to behold; 
who art the joy of heaven, the glory of 


thoſe that love thee, and the delight of 
thoſe that ſeek thee. Is it poſſible that 


thoſe profligates ſhall dare to lay their pro- 


phane hands upon thy ſacred face? Haſt 
thou not already ſuffered affronts enough, 
O Lord ! without ſtill adding this thereto ? 


Permit them not, O thou love of my ſoul ! 
to deface that divine beauty, leſt thoſe 
ſouls that are touched'therewith, and live 


only by the pleaſure they find therein; ſhould. 


not be able to diſcover it any more. 
O.nhuman executioners ! O hearts har- 


der than rocks! If ye knew who he is whom 


ye have in your hands ; if ye beheld the 
beauty which ye. affront, ye would ſoon 


change your contempt into reſpect, and 


your cruelty into love. But I muſt be ve- 


ry obdurate myſelf, O my Saviour! to ſee: 
thee thus treated, and not to die, and not- 
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to feel my heart burſt with grief, at the 

foe of ſo horrible, indignity.. I behold. 
thy enemies fatisfying their. cruel hatred: 
upon thy divine countenance, and I am 
{till alive; and can my eyes alſo behold 
the other torments which they are prepar- 
ing for thee ?: 
II. Is it not ſufficient: for thy love that 
they ſhould ſtretch thee on a croſs, diſlo- 
cate thy arms, pierce thy hands and feet, 
and that no part of thy body ſhould be free 
from ſuffering? Why doſt thou nat at leaſt 
Pare thy countenance? Why wilt thou 

ffer it to be bruiſed and disfigured, at 
the beginning of thy paſſion-? Is it. poſſible 
there ſhould be any men that are not touch- 
ed with the modeſty and majeſty which 
ſhines therein? But they are touched there- 
with, O Lord! and if they cover it, it is 

to prevent the ſentiment of vencration with 
which it inſpires them, and to ſtrike thee 
afterwards with leſs moderation. O how. 
true is it that thou art meek and humble- 
of heart! without that couldſt thou expoſe 
thyſelf, as thou doſt, to ſuch cruel igno- 
minies ? 

Here it is, O light of my ſoul! that I 
clearly ſee how far I am from thy humility, 
Sometimes I ſay in general, when my heart 
is touched with thy reproaches, that there 
is none but what I am reſolved to bear for 
thy ſake ; but when I come to found my 


interior, and would ſpeak ſincerely, I ac- 
| knowledge 


them. Whence comes this, O Lord? It 

is becauſe I am only humble in words, and 

at the bottom am quite full of pride. 
But thou, O divine lamb ! becauſe thou 


art meek and humble of heart, and thy 
humility being true, ſincere, and interior, 


_ thou. ſufferefb in. filence ; thou loveſt thoſe 


that abuſe thee; and yieldeſt up that ſacred 


face to all the confuſion wherewith they 
cover it, in order to deliver me from the 
eternal confuſion which I have deſerved: 


And yet I, always proud in ſpirit and heart, 
after ſuch an example, have not the cou- 
rage, nor even the deſire of preſenting the 
other cheek to him that would give me a- 
blow. When wilt thou deſtroy my pride,. 
O my God! When ſhall I, be like thee, . 


truly meek and humble of heart ? 


III. The laws of the world offer me rea- 
ſons for killing him that ſhall give me a 
blow; and they would have me make a 
greater account of a chimerical- honour, 
than of my neighbour's life. There are 
none but ſlaves, the world tells me, that 


do not revenge themſelves for the blows 
they receive from their maſters... How 


Qz contrary 
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knowledge my weakneſs before thee,” O 
my God! If I ſaw myſelf upon the point 
of receiving in public, and againſt all man- 
ner of juſtice, any blows from thole that 
are below me, I ſhould be extremely di- 
ſturbed, or ſhould do myſelf a horrible vio- 
lence, or I could never reſolve to bear 
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contrary are thy maxims to thoſe of the 
world, O my God! tho? I continually af- 
front thee, thou. always eſteemeſt my life 
and ſalvation more than thy own glory. 
Thou ſuffereſt them, without complaint, 
to bruiſe thy face; art thou then my ſlave, 
O my ſovereign Lord! will it not be ſaid, 
that thy love is blind? For who art thou; 
and who am 1? O myſtery! O prodigy ! 
O depth of the wiſdom and charity of God! 
O love which workeſt ſo many wonders 
in the heart of Jeſus, why doſt thou not: 
change mine? Is it poſſible that. thou 
ſhouldſt find, in a worm of tlie earth, 
more reſiſtance to humiliations, than thou 
findeſt in the divine majeſty ? 5 
IV. I am aſhamed of myſelf, O Lord J. 
when I confider that thoſe who. treat thee. 
ſo unworthily, are not. ſavage beaſts, but 
men of the ſame nature as I am; that I 
am a child of Adam, like them, inclined to 
the ſame diſorders as they are; capable as 
well: as they of hating that divine beauty, 
of bruiſing that adorable face, and of veil- 
ing it, in order to affront it with greater 
liberty: | EE 
Not only, O my Saviour! have I de- 
_ ſerved' by my. crimes all the evils I ſee thee: 
ſuffer; not only am I the cauſe of thy ſuf- 
fering them, but alſo they are my equals, that 
make thee ſuffer them; it is my fleſh that 
abuſes thee, and yet I hate it not, nor have 
any abhorrence of myſelf: on. the contra- 


TY. 


chmee on XXXI. /u Hering, 371 


ry, I ſtill flatter this criminal Acſh, and 
love myſelf more than thee, or thy law. 

- When wilt thou work 1 me, O Lord! 
that change which thou deſireſt? When 
wilt thou give me a true hatred of myſelf ?' 


When ſha)! I abhor a nature, which, aban- 
doned to itſelf, and deprived of thy grace, 
can commit ſuch great wickedneſs? O 


ſweet Jeſus! O humble Jeſus ! accompliſh 
the work in me for which thou endureſt 
ſuch prodigious humiliations with ſo much 
ſweetneſs. For if thou withdraweſt thy 
hand, I ſhalt become worſe than thoſe who- 
abuſe thee: 

V. The hatred they bear hides O my Sa- 
viour! is fo great, that they will not admit 
of any thing that can mitigate the fury 
wherewith they are animated. They cover 
the beauty of thy face, leſt they ſhould be 
moved to cope thereby. Ah! hide 
it not from me, O Lord! Shew me, O 


thou love of my ſoul ! that divine counte- 


nance, quite livid and bruiſed as it is. I. 
deſire it, adore it, and love it in that ſtate ; 


and it is ſo much the dearer to me, as it 


is the more disfigured for my ſake. 
] perceive, thorough all that covers it 
from me, the attractives wherewith my ſoul 


15 charmed. 
Pardon me, O Lord! all the fins I have 


committed againſt thee. For, alas! how 


many times have I veiled thy face, that I 


might fin with more freedom? How many 
times 


* 
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times have I wiſhed thou might not ſee 
me, that I might follow, without any re- 
ſtraint, my diſorderly appetites ? Illumi- 
nate me, O divine light! and make me 
diſcover, in the cruelty of thy executioners, 
the diſorders of my life. 

VI. When I read thy holy ſcriptures; 
when I hear thy word; when I conſider 
what thou haſt done for me; or elſe, when 
thou preventeſt me interiorly with the bleſ- 
ſings of thy ſweetneſs, and I diſcover what 
thou art, what I owe thee, and what thou 
requireſt of me; doſt thou not then diſco- - 
ver the beauty of thy countenance to me, 
that I may obſerve thy law, and allow my- - 
ſelf. to be gained by thy love? And when 
Jam unwilling to hear thy voice; when I 
reject thy doctrine, and forget thy mercies 
to follow the corruption of my own deſires, 
do not I throw a veil over thy face, whoſe 
ſplendor would be capable of. diſpelling all 
my darkneſs? 

O divine mercy! couldſt thou bear with 
me, if thou wert not infinite? Forget, O 
Lord! my paſt miſeries; and grant, for 
the future, I may never loſe the ſight of 
thee; -that I may always -walk .in thy pre- 
ſence ; that I may apply myſelf as diligent- 
ly to ſeek thee, as I have done to fly from 
thee ; - and that my blindneſs may. this mo- 
ment be at an end. Let not the ſins T have 
hitherto committed hinder thee, O my Sa- 
viour ! from ſhewing me thy face, and 

= ſoftening 
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ſoftening the obduracy of my heart. Thou 
cCaiſt this moment convert me, and transform 
me into thee; do then what thou canſt, 


O my God, my love, and my fovereign 


good! 
VII. Be thou content, O my Jeſus! 


with what thou haſt already ſaffered. Make 


thy executioners ceaſe, and diſcover to me 
that adorable countenance, that J may be 
moved to compaſſion by ſeeing it; and 
that my foul, in the exceſs of its grief, 
may melt with love for thee. The Jeros 
were afraid to ſee Moſes's face, when he 
came down from the mount, becauſe they 
could not bear the ſplendor of it which 
proceeded from the converſation he had 


with our Lord; and deſired, that Moſes 


might ſpeak to them and not God. But 
fouls: that. love thee, O my Saviour ! being 
charmed with thy immenſe charity, deſire 
nothing ſo much as to hear thy voice, and 
to behold thee openly. They hate every 
thing that hinders ſo {weet a commerce; 
they cannot ſuffer any medium between 
thee and them, nor any veil that might 
hide thy beauty. 


Meſes, who knew thee, and burnt with 


love for thee, ſighed continually after that 


happineſs, and earneſtly beſought thee, 
that, ſince thou hadſt honoured him with 
thy friendſhip, thou wouldſt allo ſhew him 
thy countenance. Grant the ſame favour to 
me thy unworthy ſervant ; I beg this of o_ 
| only, 
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only, that I may know thee better, love 
thee more ardently, and tee myſelf hap- 
pily abſorbed in thee. Take away my 
heart, O my God! charm all the powers 
of my ſoul. Since thou art to do it one 
day, why doſt thou it not at preſent ? 
It is true, if I ou wholly thine, nothin 
would hide the ſplendor of .thy beauty 
from me. I ſhould behold thee, know 
thee, and love thee in all creatures. But 
who can work that wonder but thyſelf, O 
thou ſalvation of my ſoul ! 

VIII. Remember, O Lord! that thy 
eyes, over which they caſt a veil, were 
not ſhut in regard of St. Peter, who had 
denied thee at that time; that thou didſt 
look upon him, and that one ſingle look 
of thine pierced his heart, and infuſed a 
light therein, which made him know and 
weep for his ſin. Thou art the ſame as 
thou waſt then, O thou God of my ſoul ! 
Look upon me with the ſame eyes; pene- 
trate my heart with the rays, which flow 
from thy countenance z that, diſcovering 
the miſerable ſtate I am 1n, I may deplore 
all my life, as the apoſtle did, the misfor- 
tune of having offended thee, Receive me 
into the number of 'thy ſervants, O chari- 
table maſter ! I offer and reſign myſelf to 
thee; do with me whatever thou pleaſeſt; 
I only beg of thee thy love, and the grace 


of being charmed with thy divine beauty, 
O my 
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O my Jeſus, my Saviour, and my ſove- 
reign felicity ! 


O moſt ſacred mother of God! you who 
were equally ſenſible of the charms of the 
moſt beautiful of the children of men, and 
of the affronts which he ſuffered, be mind- 
ful of a miſerable ſinner, and obtain me 
the grace to love every thing for the ſake 
of this divine Saviour, that he has loved 
for me. Angels of heaven, bleſſed ſpirits! 
ye who continually behold the brightneſs 
of his divine beauty; love him, praiſe 
him, and blefs him with all your ſtrength. 
Be inflamed for yourſelves and me with 
that fire which he kindles in you; ſupply 
my tepidity, and beg for me, that I may 
never forget his mercies; that nothing may 
make me loſe the remembrance of his re- 
proaches ; and that I may hate every thing 
that can ſeparate me from him. Amen. 
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